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 Let’s Judge
 Judging is an activity that many 4-H clubs do. If you take the time to learn a few basic steps judging can be an enjoyable and challenging activity.
 Why do we judge in 4-H?There is so much more to judging than simply putting animals or items in the same order as the official judge. Judging in 4-H helps us to:
 Develop Confidence
 Communicate
 Make Decisions
 Evaluate
 Learn
 How do you judge?There are some specific steps that you can follow to make your judging easier. It doesn’t matter whether you are judging in a judging competition, a show ring or a pasture, the steps are the same. Becoming familiar with these nine steps and working through them in order every time you judge will help to make judging easier.
 1. Picture the ideal item or animal.Before you start judging any class, picture the ideal in your mind. What does the perfect market steer look like? What about the perfect loaf of bread? In your mind, or even on a sheet of paper, list the qualities that you feel are important in a perfect item. Rank them in order of importance.
 2. Prepare to compare.Judging is determining the advantages an animal or item has over the next. Force yourself to think comparatively. Think about comparative terms you might use in your reasons. These terms are words ending in “er” and phrases with more or less in them. Your comparative terms should be positive.
 Now you are ready to look at the class.
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 3. View from a distance.Stand back and compare the animals. If you are judging livestock, stand about 6 to 7 meters away and analyze the animals. Compare and contrast them in size, structure and overall appearance. Watch how they move.
 4. View from the front and the rear.Move to the front, still looking from a distance, and view the class. Move to the back and view some more.
 5. Move in for a closer examination. Now you are ready to examine the animal up close. Move in close and give each one a thorough examination. Inspect each one individually, continuing to compare it to all of the others in the class. If you are judging small items, feel them, pick them up and look at them from all angles.
 6. View again from a distance.By now, you should be almost ready to make your final decision on the placing of the class. Once you have finished your close examination, move back and view again from a distance.
 7. Build a picture.Take time to close your eyes, and build a picture in your mind of the class as it stands in front of you. Try to choose one thing about each animal or item that will bring a picture of it back to your mind. This will help you when you are preparing and presenting your reasons.
 8. Make your decision.By now you should have made your final decision on the placing of the class in order from most desirable to least desirable. If you have any doubts, go back to step 4 or 5 and confirm your decision.
 9. Mark your cards.Mark your placings on your card. Prepare your reasons. Make sure the placing on your card is the same as the one you are using in your reasons. Hand in your card to the official.
 The judge at your achievement day, or any show follows these same steps when he places your market steer or dairy heifer. Watch the judge at a show and you will see.
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 Hints for easier judging:• Selecttheeasiestplacingsfirst
 • Doyourownjudging
 • Yourfirstimpressionisusuallycorrect
 • Keepcomparing
 • Remember-reasonsareimportant
 How to Manage Your TimeAll of this, from the time you start judging the class, to the time you complete the preparation of your reasons will take no longer than 20 minutes.
 Because each class in a judging competition has a time limit, you may want to find a way to manage your time. Here is one suggestion for a way to divide your time in each class:
 Time (Minutes) Activity 2 – 3 Stand back and look at the class as a whole. 1 each (total of 4 for 4 items or animals)
 Move in for a close inspection.
 3 – 4 Decide how each article compares to the others and make your final decision.
 Balance of Time Finish your notes, prepare your reasons.
 How can YOU become a more successful judge?Anyone can become successful at judging any item or species. There are two things you need to do:
 1. Think Whenever you are judging, think about what you are doing. Be organized and follow a system.
 2. Practice No one becomes a good judge by judging only a few classes. You must practice, practice and practice some more to become a better judge.
 Top judges across the country have judged hundreds of classes. In addition they have looked at thousands and thousands of animals or items. They became successful judges by thinking about what they were doing and with many hours of practice.
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 How is the class numbered?Any class of four animals is always numbered 1 through 4 from left to right viewing from the rear of the class.

Page 11
						

Judging | Sec 1: Page 5
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 Reasons: Level 1
 Reasons give you a chance to justify your placings. By practicing judging and reasons regularly, you will soon develop a good system for judging, and be able to justify your placings with your reasons.
 StructureGood reasons have a specific structure. Whether you are presenting written or oral reasons, you should follow the same format. Reasons should have three parts, an introduction, a body and a conclusion. Let’s look at each of these.
 The IntroductionThe introduction to your reasons should be a simple statement telling the listener two things:
 • theclassyoujudged
 • yourplacingoftheclass
 An example of an acceptable introductory statement is:“I placed this class of 2 year old Holstein Cows 3 1 2 4.”
 or
 “I placed this class of 1st cut Alfalfa Hay 2 4 3 1.”
 Notice that the classes are not called cows or hay, but “2 year old Holstein Cows” and “1st cut Alfalfa Hay”. Both of these statements identify the class completely and correctly, and state your placings of the class.
 You may vary the statement slightly as you become a more experienced judge. Just remember to identify the class you judged and include how you placed the class.
 The ConclusionThe conclusion of your reasons should be a simple statement summarizing the information from your introductory statement. Again, give a complete and correct identification of the class on which you are giving reasons and your placing of the class.
 An example of an acceptable concluding statement is:
 “For these reasons, I placed this class of 2 year old Holstein Cows 3 1 2 4.” or

Page 12
						

Sec 1: Page 6 | Judging
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 “These are my reasons for placing this class of 1st cut Alfalfa Hay 2 4 3 1.”
 Again, once you become more experienced, you may wish to vary your concluding statement slightly. This is acceptable as long as you provide complete identification and placings. In advanced competitions, you may eliminate this concluding statement.
 The BodyThe body will be the most detailed part of your reasons. Therefore, you should spend the most time preparing this section. Here are some hints to help make the preparation of your reasons a little easier:
 • Doyouranalysisinpairs.Therearethreepairsinyourreasons-atop,middleandbottom pair.
 • Becomparative.Itisnotacceptablethatyousimplydescribetheanimalsoritemsin the class. You must use comparative terms. Words ending with “-er” and phrases beginning with “more” are ways to make your reasons comparative.
 • Makesurethatalltheinformationyouprovideinyourreasonsistrueandaccuratefor the class. You will lose marks for wrong information.
 • Stateyourmostimportantpointsfirst,thengoontoyourlessimportantpoints.
 • Followalogicalpatternoneachanimaloritem.Headtotail,toptobottom,mostimportant to least important points.
 • Bethoroughinyourreasons.Makesureyoumentionallofthepointsthatyouconsider to be important.
 • Therearewordsyoushouldneveruseinyourreasons.Theyinclude“good”,“better”,“best” and “nice”. These words are not specific enough about what you appreciate about that entry.
 • Usethecorrecttermsfortheitemsoranimalsyouarejudging.Knowthemeaningofthe terms you are using.
 • Bepositive.Statetheadvantagesoneanimalhasovertheotheranimalratherthanpointing out the weak points of the lower placed animal. Avoid being negative.
 • Grantwhentheloweranimalofthepairhasanadvantageovertheupperanimalofthepair.Keepyourgrantsshortandsimple.
 • Beorganized.Ifyoucanshowthejudgethatyouareorganizedinyourjudgingandyour reasons, you will appear more knowledgeable.
 • Ifaplacingisclose,sayso.
 • Beconcise.Ifpossible,getyourpointacrossinafewwordsratherthanmanywords.For example, 4 is wider from pin to pin.
 • Avoidusing“he”,“she”or“it”.Refertotheanimalsoritemsbytheirnumberwithoutsaying “number 4”. Refer to the entry as 4.
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 In review, your reasons should have a basic structure like this:
 I placed this class of..... 3 1 2 4.
 I placed 3 over 1 because.....
 •
 •
 •
 I placed 1 over 2 because.....
 •
 •
 •
 I placed 2 over 4 because.....
 •
 •
 •
 For these reasons, I placed this class of..... 3 1 2 4.
 As you become more experienced, you will begin to add to this general structure. Beginner judges can start with one point per pair and as you become more experienced you will add more points to each pair.
 The general rules for written and oral reasons are the same. In both, you must provide a good presentation. It is your method of presentation, which differs. Let’s look closely at the presentation of reasons.
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 Preparing Your Oral ReasonsOne of the reasons that so many members find oral reasons so difficult is that they do not know how to prepare good notes.
 The note taking system outlined on the next page will help you to become more organized. Make sure you use small note cards or notepads, not large pieces of paper. Use a note taking system and always keep a picture of the class in your mind, and you will soon be able to give reasons without notes!
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 Class: Market Lambs
 Placing: 1 - 3 - 4 - 2 Official:
 Class Splits:
 Memory For Grant 1/3
 black face
 •fullersaddle
 •carriesdownleg
 3/4
 all white
 •finishmoredesirable
 •longerloin
 •thickerleg
 4/2
 brown
 •lesswaste
 •widerthroughhindsaddle
 •strongerpasterns
 2 - over finished
 As an experienced judge, you will be required to give oral reasons without any notes. To do this, you must keep a picture of the class in your mind at all times. For beginning judges, use of notes is acceptable.
 Your reasons should also become more specific as you gain experience. You may also begin to use grants.
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 This is one format that you can use for making your notes. You may find another one that works well for you. Before a competition you can write the format you want to use for your notes on the paper. Remember to have a space to write the type of class you are judging and your placings.
 Once you have determined your placing of the class, you can start making your notes. Your notes should be positive and comparative.
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 Presenting Your Oral ReasonsFollow these rules when presenting your oral reasons:• Speakclearlyandloudenoughtobeeasilyheard.
 • Bepleasant.
 • Convincethejudgethatyourreasonsareright.
 • Beconfidentinyourreasons.
 • Emphasizeyourmostimportantpoints.
 • Avoidreadingyournotes.
 • Haveapictureoftheclassinyourmind.
 • Lookyourjudgeintheeye.
 • Standstraight-don’tfidget.
 • Relaxandhavefun!
 If you can combine quality content with good presentation in your reasons, then you will be sure to get a good score.
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 Guidelines for Marking Oral Reasons Possible
 Score
 Presentation .......................................................................................................................................10• loud,clear,easytohear
 • speechwell-paced,nottoofast
 • maintainseye-contact
 • avoidsreading(glancingatnotesisacceptableforyoungermembers)
 • standscomfortably
 • speaksconfidentlyandconvincingly
 • usescorrectgrammar,phrasingandsentencestructure
 • avoidsrepetition
 • usesproperpronunciationandenunciation
 • avoidsunacceptablewordssuchas“good”,“better”,“best”,“nice”
 Format ..................................................................................................................................................10• introductorystatement
 • concludingstatement
 • identifiestheclasscompletelyandcorrectly
 • comparesthe3pairs
 • logicalandeasilyfollowed
 Content Score ....................................................................................................................................30Top pair .................................................................10
 Middle pair ...........................................................10
 Bottom pair ..........................................................10
 Must be:• accurate
 • comparative
 • specific
 • thorough
 • complete
 Total ......................................................................................................................................................50
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 Guidelines for the Oral Reasons Judge• Makesurethememberfeelscomfortable.
 • Showthememberthatyouareinterestedinwhathe/sheissaying.
 • Listenactively-don’tslouchorlookbored.
 • Avoidanygesturesormovementsthatmaythrowthememberoff.
 • Makesureyoulistentothereasonsinaplacewhereothermemberswon’toverhear.
 • Makesureyoulistentoreasonsinaplacewhereyouwon’tbeinterruptedbynoisesor other members.
 • Ifyouareinterruptedorthememberstumbles,lethim/herstartagain.
 • Don’tinterruptwhilehe/sheisspeaking-saveitforwhenhe/sheisfinished.
 • Askquestionsattheendofthepresentation.Thenyouwillknowthathe/sheactually“saw” the class.
 • Beconsistent.Theabsolutemarkthatyougivethereasonsisnotnearlyasimportantas being consistent across all of the members you mark.
 • Remember-youaretheretofindoutwhyhe/sheplacedtheclassthatway,nottotellthe member his/her placing is wrong.
 • Remember-thisisdifficultandnewtomanymembers.Makeitaseasyforthemasyou can -we want them to try this again next time!
 Remember:You are NOT judging the member on how they placed the class; that has already been done in the placings score. You are judging the member on WHY he/she placed the class this way.
 Preparing Written ReasonsPresenting written reasons is simply putting them down on paper. Follow these rules when presenting your written reasons:
 • Beneat.
 • Usecorrectspelling.
 • Usecorrectgrammar.
 Remember: This is not a neatness, spelling or grammar test, but what the marker cannot read or understand, cannot be marked.
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 Guidelines for Marking Written Reasons Possible
 Score
 Presentation .......................................................................................................................................15• logical,easytofollow
 • comparativethroughout-usescomparativeterms–“more”,wordsendingin“er”
 • introductionandconclusion
 • classisidentifiedcompletelyandcorrectly
 • usesproperexpressions-grant,advantage,etc
 • thisisnotaspellingtest-justaslongasyoucantellwhatthememberistryingtosay
 Content ................................................................................................................................................35Reward points for:• accurateinformation
 • thorough-coversallthepointsthejudgementions
 • “seeing”theanimalsintheclass
 • usestheappropriatetermsfortheitemoranimal
 • usesthetermsforpartsaccurately
 • specific
 Deduct points for:• inaccurateinformation
 • “canned”reasons
 • wronguseofterms
 Total ......................................................................................................................................................50
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 Guidelines for the Written Reasons Judge• Thisisnotaspellingorneatnesstest-justaslongasyoucanreadandunderstand
 what is written. You will have to penalize the member if you cannot decide what the words are saying.
 • Concentrateonthetaskathand-takethisseriously.
 • Attempttovisualizetheclassasyoureadthecard.Thiswillmakeiteasierforyoutodecide if what the member is saying is right or wrong.
 • Markyourcommentsdirectlyonthecard.
 • Youmayfinditeasierifyousetyourselfarangeofmarksthatyouwillassign.Decideon a high mark and a low mark, then start working on the cards. If you find an exceptional card, you can expand your range.
 • Beconsistent.Theabsolutemarkthatyougivethereasonsisnotnearlyasimportantas being consistent across all the cards you mark.
 • Bepreparedformemberswhowillcomebacktoyouwithquestionsaboutwhyyoumarked their card the way you did.
 • Remember-thisisdifficultandnewtomanymembers.
 • Encouragethemembers-wewantthemtocontinuejudging.
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 Reasons: Level 2
 As you get comfortable with your reasons, you may want to try to do a few things differently. Making some basic changes to the format of your reasons will make them easier to listen to and will make you sound more professional.
 Organize the body of your reasons in a way that makes sense. You can start at the head and work to the tail, go from top to bottom, or if you are judging something where there is a standard scorecard, you can start with the section of the scorecard that has the most weight.
 The object of making changes to your reasons is to make them easier to follow for the person marking them. Your reasons should flow from point to point. Try to avoid repeating words or phrases.
 Here are a few possibilities for changes you may want to make to your reasons:
 OpeningsAdd something to your opening to make it a more complete description of the class.
 Start with,
 “I placed this class of 3 4 2 1.”
 or
 “3 4 2 1 is my placing for this class of .”
 Then you could add a combination statement that sums up the priority used to judge the class or to describe the class winner.
 Examples are:
 “I started the class with the heifer that exhibits the most muscling and balance.”
 or
 “I appreciate that all of the ewes in today’s class possess superior quality.”
 or
 “I found that this class split itself into two pairs. A top pair that showed more balance and muscle, and a bottom pair.”
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 Body of Your ReasonsAs you begin talking about each of the pairs that make up the body of your reasons, try starting each paragraph with something other than “I placed 2 over 3”. These statements are lead-in statements.
 Some example ways to start your paragraphs include:“Drawing your attention to my initial pair, I preferred 3 over 4.”
 or
 “In reference to my middle pair, I selected 4 over 2.”
 or
 “In the final pair, I chose 2 over 1.”
 Other phrases you may want to include when you start paragraphs include:Proceeding to
 Moving to
 Concerning
 After closely analyzing the
 If there are some similarities to the pairs, say so. Here are some ideas of ways to do that:“In my initial pair of more dairy heifers, I preferred ...”
 or
 “Proceeding to the two larger framed gilts in the middle pair, I selected ...”
 or
 Drawing your attention to the taller, larger framed heifers, I chose ...”
 If an animal has an obvious distinguishing characteristic, such as colour, you may want to refer to it by that colour. For example, if you have a class with three black heifers and one red one, you may want to say something like “Giving the advantage to the red heifer as she.....”
 GrantsThere may be times when you want to give credit to an animal you have placed lower. This is referred to as “Granting”. You can say things like “I grant that 2 is wider from pin to pin”. Other terms you may want to use in place of grant are:
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 • Admit
 • Givingtheadvantageto......
 • Irealizethat....
 • Iconcedethat.....
 • Icredit.........
 • However,4isclearly......
 • Iappreciatethe.....of4,
 TransitionsIn each paragraph, you may move from a positive point to a grant and back to a positive point, include some transition statements such as “Just as importantly”, “On the other hand”, “At the same time”, “However”, “Nevertheless”.
 Indicating Close or Obvious PlacingsWhen you are judging classes you may find that some placings are very close. If they are, say so. Conversely, if the placing is an easy placing, say so too. Some ways you may want to state that a placing is close are:
 • Inacloseplacing,1goesover2because
 • Inaclosepair,Ichose1over2
 • 2getstheedgebecausesheis
 • 2hasaslightadvantage
 • 2hasslightlymore
 If a placing is obvious, you may want to use one of these phrases:• Alogicalwinnerintheclass
 • Aneasywinnerintheclass
 • Aclearcutwinner
 • 1hasadecidedadvantage
 • 4hasadefiniteadvantage
 • 3hasadistinctadvantage
 • 2hasmuchmore
 • Anoutstanding.....intheclass.
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 Words and Phrases to Avoid in Reasons• Nice, Good, Better, Best – these words are weak, they are not comparative and
 explain nothing.
 • Animal or Individual – Say what the animal is (barrow, gilt, gelding, heifer, etc.).
 • Lacks or Lacking – non-descriptive; instead of saying a gilt “is lacking width”, say the one above her “is wider” and then say where this is most noticeable.
 • Words ending with “ing” – These words tend to be weak: placing, criticizing, faulting. Instead say “I placed”, “I fault”, “I criticized”, etc. Words ending in “ed” make you sound more sure of your placing.
 • Number - don’t say “number 1” say “1”.
 • Avoid excessive use of “he”, or “she”. Be more specific; use an ID. For example, “The black heifer”, “The roan gelding”.
 • “For being” or “kind of” – For example “I placed 3 last for being light muscled.” Instead say “I placed 3 last because he is light muscled.” Again, you sound more sure of your reasons.
 • “It” – every animal has a gender. Use either “he” or “she” – whichever is appropriate.
 • “That” – For example “that rump”, that top”, instead say “squarer rumped” or “leveler-topped”.
 Adding DepthBeginning judges may use statements like: “I placed 2 over 3 because 2 has more correct legs.” As you become more experienced, you should add some depth to that statement. Your reasons should have some specifics about what was more correct. You now should say something like, “2 has more correct legs with a more desirable set and a cleaner hock.”
 Work toward adding specific points to the general comparisons you make.
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 Presenting Your Oral ReasonsAs you become more experienced with judging, you may want to improve the presentation of your reasons. Here are a few hints that you can use to improve your oral reasons:
 • Standaboutasfarfromthejudgeasyouaretall
 • Speakclearly
 • Speaksothatthejudgecanhearyou
 • Standstill,don’tfidget
 • Don’tchewgum
 • Don’twearahat
 • Dressneatlyandprofessionally-youarethejudge!
 • Smile!
 • Say“GoodAfternoon”or“GoodMorning”,whateverisappropriate
 • Useeyecontact
 • Claspyourhandseitherbehindorinfrontofyou-thiswillhelpyouavoidusinggestures
 • Avoidusingnotes-ifpossibledon’tevenhavetheminyourhand
 • Makesuretheplacingsinyourreasonsmatchtheplacingsonyourcard
 • Pausewhengivingyourplacings,say“4,3,.....1,2”
 • Pausebrieflybetweenparagraphs
 • Speakforbetweenaminuteandahalfandtwominutes
 • Keepapictureoftheclassinyourmind
 • Knowtheappropriatetermsforeachspecies
 • Usecomparativeterms
 • Don’tmemorizethereasons,butthinkoftheclassasyouarespeaking
 • Don’tlearnoneortwosetsofreasonsandapplythemtoeveryclass
 • Bepreparedtoanswerquestions
 • Practicegivingreasonstootherpeople
 • Practicegivingreasonsinfrontofthemirror
 • Practicegivingreasonsintoataperecorderorvideocameraandcritiqueyourselforhave someone else critique you
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 Here is a scorecard that you may want to use to evaluate the structure and presentation of your reasons:
 Item
 Nee
 ds
 Wor
 k
 Oka
 y
 You
 Nai
 led
 It!
 Appearance
 Neat, Well Groomed
 Stood Still with Correct Posture
 Confident & Poised
 Voice
 Easily Heard, Used Vocal Variation
 Pause Between Paragraphs
 Overall Impression
 Reasons Well Organized
 Proper Grammar & Pronunciation
 Spoke with Conviction
 Did Not Use Notes
 Opening Statement
 Class Named Correctly and Completely
 Placings Match Card
 Combination Statement
 Sums up priority used to judge OR Description of Class Winner
 Pairs T M B T M B T M B
 Lead In Statement
 Identification Points
 Used Proper Terms
 Used Comparisons
 Was Positive
 Used Grants
 Concluding Statement
 Class Named Correctly and Completely
 Note - T M B indicates Top Pair, Middle Pair, Bottom Pair.
 This comment sheet is only for the presentation of your oral reasons. Your reasons must be relevant and accurate for you to score well.
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 Written ReasonsThe format of written reasons is the same as that for oral reasons. You can apply all of the pointers in this section to your written reasons.
 You may want to evaluate your written reasons. Following is a form that you can use:
 Guidelines for Marking Your Own Written Reasons
 Format Possible Points
 Introduction ......................................................................................................................................... 1Do you have a statement such as “I placed this class of Simmental replacement yearling heifers 2 4 3 1.”?
 Make sure you have named the class correctly and completely.
 Make sure your placings here agree with those above and below.
 Body ........................................................................................................................................................ 3Do you have three paragraphs, one comparing each of the top pair, the middle pair, and the bottom pair?
 Give yourself a point for each paragraph in the body of your reasons.
 Conclusion ............................................................................................................................................ 1Do you have a summary statement such as “I placed this class of 1st cut alfalfa hay 3 1 4 2.”?
 Again, make sure you named the class correctly and completely.
 Make sure your placings agree with those above.
 Total for Format .................................................................................................... 5
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 PresentationUse comparative terms to state your reasons.
 Words ending in “er”, such as longer, thicker, taller.
 Phrases beginning with “more”, such as more feminine, more finish.
 Give yourself one point for each positive comparison made. You should have at least three comparisons for each of the three pairs.
 Deduct: • 2pointseachtimeyouuseoneofthefollowingwords:“good”,“better”,“best”,
 “nice”.
 • 1pointeachtimeyoumakereferencetoanentryas“he”,“she”,or“it”.Alwaysreferto an entry by the number given.
 • 2pointsforeachnegativecomment.Makeyourcomments positive. State the advantages of an entry and not the weak points of another by comparison. “I placed 2 over 3 because 3 has a weak topline.” is incorrect. “I placed 2 over 3 because 2 has a stronger topline.” is correct.
 Total for Presentation .....................................................................................10
 ContentThoroughness ...................................................................................................................................... 8• Doyourreasonsforplacingoneentryoveranotherreflectthoseoftheofficialjudge?
 • Yourplacingsdonotneedtobethesameastheofficialjudge,butyoushouldrecognizethe same strengths and weaknesses of each entry with relation to another entry.
 Correct Information ..........................................................................................................................27• Thereasonsandtermsthatyouusemustbetrueandaccuratefortheclassas
 specified by the official judge.
 Deduct 3 points for each invalid statement about a pair
 Total for Content .............................................................................................. 35
 Grand Total .............................................. 50
 REMEMBER - When evaluating your card, you must score the points on your reasons only. You have already been scored on how you placed the class in placings. Be sure to score yourself on WHY you placed the class as you did.
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 Form and Function
 One of the most difficult things for many beginning multi species judges to develop is an appreciation and an eye for species other than the one they are most familiar with.
 When looking at different species of animals, there are a couple of points to remember:
 • Allanimalshavethesamebonesintheirskeletonandtheyareattachedtothesamemuscles.
 • Whatisthefunctionofthatanimal?Isitformeat?forriding?formilkproduction?forpulling something?
 If you keep these points in mind, then you can work through what to look for in each species of animal.
 Because structural correctness is important in all species, it is important to develop an appreciation for it. To be able to understand structural correctness, you need to have knowledge of the skeleton of animals and the correct angulations of joints.
 Structural correctness is important in both market and breeding animals, although generally more emphasis is placed on the structural correctness of breeding animals. Market animals that are not structurally correct will not perform as well, as they may have difficulty moving and will require more days on feed to finish. Breeding animals that are not structurally correct may not have the longevity of more structurally correct animals.
 When evaluating structural correctness, you need to look at the angles in a skeleton. This evident in a number of places, including:
 • Shoulder
 • Hoof
 • Pastern
 • Hock
 When moving from judging one species to another, it is important to remember what the purpose of that species is and how that will effect it’s function. For example, market animals (beef, sheep and swine) all need to have adequate muscling. This muscling should be most prominent in the areas where the higher priced cuts of meat are. Those higher priced cuts are most often in the loin and hindquarter.
 Dairy animals need to have some evidence of dairyness. This is shown through angularity and sharpness – pretty much the opposite of market animals. The roundness of animals is due to fat and muscling. Neither one of those components is important to a dairy animal. In fact, if they are using their feed to build fat and muscle on their back they are not using that feed energy to produce milk. Another important factor in judging dairy animals is their udder. The udder is where the milk is produced and stored and if
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 it is not well attached and balanced there can be a variety of problems that may develop which can lead to culling that animal.
 Horses are a bit different again, as they are used for either riding or draft purposes. In either case balance is an important factor, as are feet and legs.
 Remember, when you are faced with a class that you are unfamiliar with, think about the function of the item or animal and then you can begin your judging.
 It is important to know the correct terminology for the species and type of animal you are judging. For example, while market hogs, sheep and beef have finish, breeding animals, horses and dairy cattle have condition.
 Thinking through these points can make it easier for you to judge a species you are unfamiliar with.
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 Expected Progeny Differences (EPD)
 The information which follows is a general overview of EPDs, including what they mean, how they are used, and why they are beneficial. This is basic information that will help you use EPDs when evaluating animals in a judging competition. For more in depth information on EPDs, refer to most animal breeding textbooks or search for “expected progeny differences” on the internet.
 Expected progeny differences are used to predict the performance of an animal’s offspring, or progeny.
 BackgroundOne of the main goals of today’s livestock producers is to make a profit. Generally, that profit comes from selling the product of an animal, whether it is milk, meat, or fleece. In order to obtain the highest possible profit, a livestock producer favours animals with superior performance of these profitable traits. Animals that demonstrate superior performance are often selected to be a sire or dam in order to pass on their genetics to their progeny. By continually selecting top quality animals for sires and dams, a livestock producer will tend to have progeny that are also top quality.
 In a judging competition, you are evaluating the animals based on how close they are to the “ideal”. Ideal animals not only possess all the best qualities, but they are also able to pass these qualities on to their progeny. Animals that are able to produce superior performing progeny are of great value to a livestock producer. But how can a livestock producer predict whether or not an animal will produce superior progeny?
 What are EPDs?A livestock producer can predict the performance of an animal’s progeny based on the animal’s EPD, or expected progeny difference. An EPD is a number, either positive or negative, that predicts how the animal’s progeny will perform compared to the average of all other progeny, for a specific trait. An EPD is a prediction of the difference, not an absolute measurement.
 For example:• Abullwitha“birthweight”EPDof+5lbswillbeexpectedtoproduceprogenythat
 are, on average, 5 lbs heavier than the average of all other progeny.
 • Amarewitha“timetotrot1mile”EPDof–1.0secondswillbeexpectedtoproduceprogeny that trot 1 mile, on average, 1.0 second faster than the average of all other progeny.
 • Adamwitha“milkyield”EPDof+250kg/yearwillbeexpectedtoproduceprogenythat have a milk yield, on average, 250 kg/year higher than the average of all other progeny.
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 Knowingananimal’sEPDcanhelpalivestockproducermakedecisionsaboutwhichanimals will produce superior performing progeny.
 EPDs are Trait SpecificLivestock producers have the ability to measure a vast number of traits. Dairy producers may measure milk yield, milk fat percentage and calving interval. Beef producers may measure calving ease, yearling weight, and feed conversion. Poultry producers may measure egg weight, mature body weight, and hatchability. Sheep producers may measure birth weight, loin eye area, and grease fleece weight. EPDs for these traits are generally expressed in plus or minus variations of the actual units of measurement. KeepinmindthatapositiveEPDforsometraitsisdesirable,whileinothertraitsisundesirable. The same is also true for a negative EPD.
 For example:Desirable
 • apositiveEPDformilkyield(milkyieldwillbehigher)
 • anegativeEPDforfleecegrade(woolwillbefiner)
 Undesirable
 • apositiveEPDfortimetotrot1mile(timewillbeslower)
 • anegativeEPDforweaningweight(animalswillweanlighter)
 AccuracyAn EPD may be accompanied by a measurement of accuracy, which is an expression of reliability of the EPD and may range from 0 to 1. Accuracy measurements fall into three categories:
 • Low–0.0to0.25
 • Medium–0.25to0.50
 • High–0.50to1.0
 Animals with favorable EPD values and corresponding high accuracy values can be used with confidence that they will contribute favorably to the genetic improvement of the herd.
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 Using EPDs to Compare AnimalsThe following example will illustrate the use of EPDs when comparing two bulls:
 BULL ABirthweightEPD+5.0lbs
 BULL BBirth weight EPD-1.5 lbs
 Both are bred to identical groups of cows in terms of genetic makeup and management conditions.
 CALVES A An average of 5.0 lbs heavier
 than all other calves
 CALVES BAn average of 1.5 lbs lighter
 than all other calves
 Therefore, the Average Birth Weight difference between the groups of calves is 6.5 lbs.
 5.0 lbs – (-1.5 lbs) = 6.5 lbs
 Information Sources:- Understanding Animal Breeding by Richard M. Bourdon-UsingEPDsbytheUniversityofKentuckyCollegeofAgriculture- South Devon Sire Summary by the North American South Devon Association VB/2003
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 Important EPDs for Sheep EPD
 AbbreviationEPD
 Unit of Change
 Impact
 NLBNumber of lambs born
 Lambs More lambs = more lamb production per ewe
 MMMaternal Milk
 Pounds (lbs) More pounds = heavier lambs at weaning
 60-DW60 day weight
 Pounds (lbs)More pounds = more ewe milk production
 More pounds = heavier lamb at weaning
 90-DW90 day weight
 Pounds (lbs) More pounds = faster lamb growth
 CFWClean Fleece Weight
 Pounds (lbs) More pounds = more wool per ewe
 REA Ribeye Area Inches2 (in2) More in2 = heavier muscled lambs
 Important EPDs for SwineEPD
 AbbreviationEPD
 Unit of Change
 Impact
 NBANumber of pigs born alive
 Piglets More pigs = more piglet production per sow
 21-DLW21-day litter weight
 Pounds (lbs)More pounds = more sow milk production
 More pounds = heavier pig weaning weight
 DAYSDays to 260 pounds
 DaysFewer days = faster pig growth
 Fewer days = fewer days to market
 BF Backfat Inches (in) Few inches = less fat in carcass
 LEA Loin eye area Inches2 (in2) More in2 = heavier muscled pig
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 Important EPDs for BeefEPD
 AbbreviationEPD
 Unit of Change
 Impact
 BW Birth Weight Pounds (lbs) Fewer pounds = fewer calving problems
 WW
 Weaning Weight (adjusted to 205 days)
 Pounds (lbs)More pounds = faster calf growth
 More pounds = heavier feeder calves
 MILKMilk – maternal
 Pounds (lbs) More pounds = more cow milk production
 YW
 Yearling Weight (adjusted to 365 days)
 Pounds (lbs)
 More pounds = faster steer growth
 More pounds = reach market faster
 More pounds = greater mature size
 REA Rib Eye Area Inches2 (in2) More inches2 = heavier muscled calves
 MARB Marbling Percent (%)Higher percent = more intramuscular fat
 Higher percent = higher quality grade
 Adapted from: Georgia Agricultural Education – http://www.aged.ces.uga.edu Mississippi 4-H Livestock Judging Guide
 Using EPD Scenarios in Judging ClassesAt some competitions, EPD information is given to the members. Often a scenario or situation is presented that animals will be placed in once the selection process is complete.
 Generally, scenarios contain information on three factors:
 • ProductionEnvironment-“Willtheselectedanimal(s)needtoperforminahighstress or low stress environment?” Some examples of things that might be mentioned in this portion of the scenario are information about the availability and quality of feed, climate conditions, housing conditions, assistance at birth.
 • PerformanceNeeds–“Whattypeofperformancedoesthebreederneedfromthe selected animal?” Performance needs break themselves down into maternal and paternal needs. Maternal needs are those associated with milking ability, fleshing ability, early sexual maturity and moderate maintenance needs. Paternal traits include rapid growth, muscle production, acceptable birth weights and lean composition.
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 • MarketingGoals–“Willthebreedersellseedstock(oruseasareplacementforaseedstock program where “genetic pieces” are sold)? Will the selected individual produce offspring for commercial production (i.e. feeder calf, pig or lamb sales)? Or, will the selected individual need to produce offspring that excel in carcass merit due to the marketing program?”
 When given this information, take a look at the scenario and look for some priorities. Generally, these should describe what function the animals must serve – growth, leanness, muscle, etc.
 Once you have determined the priorities, take a look at the performance data given and rank the animals based on the performance data presented.
 You should also rank the animals on conformation after giving them a visual appraisal.
 Once you have done both of the evaluations (performance data and visual appraisal), compare them and make your final decision on the class. If the placings are similar, your decisions are easy. If there are differences in your placings, you must use your skills of compromise and logic to make a final decision. Your final placing must combine both the placings on the performance data and the visual appraisal. If you are having difficulties making a final decision, go back to the priorities for the class and that should help you make a final decision.
 If you have been given performance data for a class, you should refer to the performance data in your reasons.
 At the beginning of your reasons, you may indicate what the priorities for the class were. This may be done in a statement such as:
 “I placed this class of Yorkshire gilts with performance data 1 3 2 4. Emphasis was placed on growth, soundness and maternal excellence in my selection.”
 or
 “Based on the scenario given for the Yorkshire gilts, which emphasized growth, soundness and maternal excellence, I placed them 1 3 2 4.”
 As you work through your pairs, you should also refer to the performance data as it was used to make your placings.
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 Judging Beef
 The aim of the beef industry is to efficiently produce carcasses of the type and quality demanded by the consumer. The ability to look at the live beef animal and evaluate its potential to produce these carcasses is a challenge to you and to others in the beef industry. We use live animal appraisal techniques in the show ring, the feedlot, the pasture and at the auction sale to assess the quality of our beef animals. This is what we refer to as judging beef - the art of visually comparing and ranking beef cattle.
 The objective of this unit is to:1. Give you background knowledge of the structure and function of the beef animal so
 you know the important points to look for when judging beef.
 2. Show you how to determine if a particular animal possesses these important traits.
 Parts of the Beef Animal
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 Beef TerminologyOne of the most confusing things about judging is the terms we use to describe the animals. It may be hard to define some of these terms because they have different meanings to different people. Let’s have a look at some of the more common terms and their definitions.
 Market Steer Terminology
 Muscle • Redmeatorlean.
 • Thatpartofthecarcasswhichisnotboneorfat.Carcass • Thepartoftheanimalwhichremainsaftertheremovalofthehead,
 feet, hide and internal organs.
 • Thecarcassiscomposedofbone,muscle,fatandconnectivetissue.Finish • Theamountoffatcoveringonamarketanimal.
 • Overfinished-theanimalhastoomuchfatcover.
 • Underfinished-theanimaldoesn’thaveenoughfatcovertofallintoadesired grade.
 Lean Yield • Estimationofthepercentageofthecarcassthatisredmeat.Frame • Skeletonsize.
 • Thiscanbedeterminedbylookingatbonelengthandwidthandis easy to see in areas where there is nothing but bone, such as the cannon bones.
 Structure • Mustbesoundorfreefromanydefectswhichinhibitperformance.
 • Mustbecorrectandshowthedesiredstructuraltraits.Balance • Theoverallviewoftheanimal,includinghowwellthepartsblendinto
 one another and how freely and smoothly the animal moves.Trimness • Freedomfromexcessfatorfinish.
 • Thiscanbedeterminedbylookingatplaceswherefattendstoaccumulate; the brisket, flank and twist.
 Grade • Thedescriptionacarcassreceivesbasedonthematurityofthecarcass, colour, texture, and firmness of the muscle, fat and marbling and fat measurement.
 Style • Wayofgoing,alertness,gait,colouring.
 • Thisisoftenreferredtoaseyeappeal.Meatiness • Thedegreeofmuscling.
 • Ameatyanimalwillhavesuperiormuscling.
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 Breeding Animal Terminology
 The terms used for breeding stock are similar to those used for market animals. Soundness, correctness and breed character are most important in conformation of beef breeding stock. There are several terms which relate to these qualities.
 Conformation • Theoverallstructureoftheanimal.
 • Includesallthepointsmentioned.Masculinity • Thistermisusedtodescribebulls.
 • Sizeandstrengthoftheanimal.
 • Secondarysexcharacteristicssuchaswelldevelopedanddefined muscles, thickness throughout the shoulder, neck and crest regions, overall well developed forequarters and a well developed scrotum.
 Femininity • Thistermisusedtodescribeheifersandcows.
 • Refinementofthehead,neckandshoulders,thedegreeofmuscling, evidence of udder and teat development.
 • Femalesshouldhavesmoothermusclingthanbullsandshouldbe more refined through the head, neck and shoulder.
 Breed Character • Theshapeofhead,lengthofbody,height,colourmarkingsand other characteristics defined by the breed associations as characteristic of that breed.
 Condition • Thismeansthesamethingasfinishdoesforthemarketanimal.
 • Itistheamountoffatandmusclethattheanimaliscarrying.Broodiness • Indicatorsthatafemalewillbeorisagoodmother.
 • Includesadequatesizeandframetocarryacalf,udderandteatdevelopment and disposition.
 Capacity • Alsomeansvolumeordepth.
 • Thegreaterthecapacityofananimal,thebettertheirabilitytoeat and breathe. A greater ability to eat and breathe means that the animal will be better able to grow and develop.
 • Thesizeandframeofananimalinrelationtoitsabilitytocarrya calf, develop desirable muscling and remain structurally sound over the years.
 Progeny • Theoffspringorcalvesofafemaleorbull.
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 Carcass Terminology
 In addition to the terms already defined, there are many other terms you will encounter when working with carcasses.
 Because, in the beef industry, our product is meat, we need to understand the importance of the characteristics whether we are judging live animals or carcasses.
 Connective Tissue
 • Includestendons,ligamentsandcartilage.
 • Theseallhelptoholdthebodyandorganstogether.
 • Connectivetissuelookslikewhiteorcolourlessribbonsandthreads through the meat.
 Gristle • Referstotheheavydepositsofconnectivetissuefoundinthemuscle.
 • Meatwithlotsofconnectivetissuewillbetoughtocutandchew.
 Cartilage • Connectivetissuewhichmaybereplacedbyboneastheanimalmatures and develops.
 • Inthematureanimal,cartilageisonlyfoundinplaceswherethere needs to be elasticity and flex such as the ears and thejoints.
 Maturity • Theageoftheanimalorcarcass.
 • Affectstheeatingqualityofthemeat.
 • Is determined by the degree of bone ossification or hardening ofcartilage into bone.
 Colour • Whengradingacarcass,colourisimportant.
 • Themeatmustbebrightredandthefatmustbewhiteoramber to receive Canada Grade A or higher.
 Marbling • Amountoffatwithinthemeat.
 • This does not include the outside covering found on many cutsnor any large fat deposits within the muscle.
 • Lookslikelittlewhiteflecksinthemeat.
 • Marblinggivesthemeatflavourandtenderness.
 T bone Steak with Marbling T bone Steak with No Marbling
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 Did you know that all meat would taste exactly the same if it were not for fat? Lamb, pork and beef would all taste the same. But, because of the type and amount of fat, we have three very different tasting meats.
 Before we learn about the live animal, let’s discuss what to look for in a slaughtered animal, or in the meat. When the consumer buys meat, he or she looks mainly at price and grade. Grade gives the consumer an indication of colour, tenderness, juiciness, flavour and the amount of fat or marbling.
 Cuts of BeefThe wholesale cuts on the beef carcass are shown below. Note the locations of the higher priced cuts.
 Wholesale Cuts of a Beef CarcassHigh Priced Cuts
 1. Hip
 2. Sirloin
 3. Loin
 4. Rib
 Low Priced Cuts
 5. Chuck
 6. Flank
 7. Brisket/Shank
 Source: Beef Information Centre (www.beefinfo.org)
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 Judging The Carcass ClassWhen you judge a carcass class, you do the same thing as the graders.
 You look for the carcass or carcasses which will grade Canada A or higher. You place the carcasses in order from highest to lowest quality.
 The steps you should follow are:
 1. Determine the maturity. You can determine this by looking at the amount of the ossification or hardening of the bones.
 2. Check the colour of the muscle and fat. Look for bright red meat and white or amber fat cover.
 3. Check the amount of muscling by looking between the 12th and 13th ribs.
 4. Check the amount of marbling and fat cover.
 Look for a carcass that has ample red meat. The muscles should be large and bulging with the appropriate amount of fat cover. The muscles should be long and tapered where they attach to the bones and full and thick in the middle. Check to make sure the meat is firm and “bounces” back when you press into it. Remember that muscle is firm and fat is soft.
 Place the class from most desirable to least desirable according to how you think the carcasses would be graded. For more information on the Canadian grading system and producing a top quality carcass, consult Beef Project Manual, Unit #17 - The Beef Carcass, or check www.beefgradingagency.ca.
 More About BeefLet’s learn a few simple rules about beef cattle. You can apply these to judging both market animals and breeding stock. Circle “Truth” or “Not”.
 Tell Me – “Is this a Truth ... or Not?”Rule #1 Cattle grow and develop in a genetically determined
 way. We cannot change the composition of cattle.Truth or Not
 Rule #2 Muscle and fat are laid down evenly over the body of the beef animal.
 Truth or Not
 Rule #3 Of the three components of lean yield (bone, muscle and fat), bone changes the least from one animal to the next.
 Truth or Not
 Rule #4 Muscles are always located in the same place on each animal. These muscles always have a similar size and shape in proportion to the animal.
 Truth or Not
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 Rule #5 An animal lays down all its muscle before laying down fat.
 Truth or Not
 Yes, all of the rules are truths. Let’s take a closer look at each of these rules to help you understand how the beef machine works.
 Rule #1We cannot change the composition of cattle. Mother Nature designed cattle to grow and develop in a genetically determined way. This is true for all cows, steers, heifers and all breeds. Cattle deposit fat in the brisket area and not in the forearm area. There will never be any muscle development in the brisket and there will never be any fat on the forearm.
 In any animal, there is a priority of nutrients. This means that as the animal takes in nutrients, or feed, these will first be used in the most important areas - this is maintenance. The most important is for the nerves, the least important is for fat. Once all of the important needs have been met, then the animal will lay down fat.
 Rule #2Muscle and fat are developed evenly in the beef animal. This means that muscle is laid down the same rate all over the animal, regardless of where the muscle is located.
 The proportions of one muscle type to the next are the same from one animal to the next. You know this because your beef animal should have symmetry and balance of all parts to function properly.
 One steer could be bigger and show more muscle expression than another, but both would have exactly the same proportions of forearm muscle to round muscle. This is important to understand. When someone says “ this steer showed more muscle expression in the high priced cuts”, you know that if that steer is well muscled in the hind quarter, then it is well muscled over his entire body.
 This same principle applies to fat. Fat accumulates in certain places on the beef animal. It accumulates in
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 these locations at the same rate. Look at the brisket, flank and twist. By determining the amount of fat your animal is carrying in any of these three places, you can predict the amount of total fat on your animal. A very fat cow will also have fat in the pin bone, a very fat bull will also accumulate fat in the neck of the scrotum.
 Rule #3Of the three components of lean yield (bone, muscle and fat), bone changes the least from one animal to the next. The amount of bone or size of skeleton as a percentage of the total weight varies very little between cattle of similar height or weight.
 You can tell if animals have a similar skeletal structure by looking at the areas where there is only bone. Look at the cannon bone. If two animals have the same length of cannon bone, they have a similar size of skeleton because the length of the cannon bone is always a constant percentage of the whole skeletal size.
 This will help you if you see two steers - one that looks taller and heavier and another that appears smaller and lighter. When you look at their cannon bones, you find that the cannon bones are the same length. This tells you that they have the same size of skeleton. What could account for the difference you see in their size and weight? It must be either muscle or fat.
 Rule #4Muscles are always located in the same place on each animal. These muscles always have a similar size and shape in proportion to the animal. They do not increase in number or size or change location as the steer grows or gains weight. Double muscled steers are an exception to this.
 This is an important point to remember because looking for the amount of red meat on an animal while the animal is still alive can be very difficult. If you know that the muscles covering the rump of the beef animal are long and tapered, you know that a square, flat hind end cannot be composed of entirely muscle because these muscles are rounded and tapered, not flat and square. The rump must have an appreciable amount of fat on it to make it look square. Remember, muscle is round - fat is square.
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 The same goes for the twist area. All beef animals are cut up in the twist. The muscle located in the twist is long and flat and cuts up high into the hip. If your live steer is full in the twist most of the way down to the hock, you know that this area must be filled with fat as muscles do not and never will develop in that fashion.
 Rule #5Animals grow and develop in a set way. They always lay down muscle before they lay down any significant amount of fat. So you know that if you find much fat on a market ready steer, his muscles are not going to grow any more. He will just keep getting fatter.
 Never think that a fat steer is going to develop more muscle - he has already developed all the muscle he is going to.
 Both of these steers have finished developing muscle. If you continue to feed them they will lay down more fat, but no more muscle or meat.
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 Judging The Market AnimalWhen you judge market steers, you are trying to visually assess the lean yield in an animal that is still breathing, walking and dragging its owner all over the ring!
 There are three components influencing lean yield. These are bone, muscle and fat. Your first place animal should be the one with the highest lean yield. This will be the one with the highest percentage of lean meat compared to bone and fat. How can you find this animal?
 There are some fairly accurate steps you can take to estimate the lean yield if you first understand how a beef animal grows and develops. The idea is to “undress” the steer with your eye to see the meat parts. Your difficulty is trying to “see through” the fat and hide in order to evaluate the meat that is underneath.
 The five rules gave you a quick lesson in cattle biology. Let’s now relate this to judging a class of steers.
 The most important thing to find in market animals is a desirable degree of finish, or amount of fat covering. Graders look for the fat between the 12th and 13th rib. Obviously, we cannot check that area in a live animal but we can look at other areas that indicate fat amount. The challenge you is to identify which is fat and which is muscle.
 There are five key areas where you should check for the amounts of fat and muscle. These are the brisket, flank, twist, rump and forearm. Let’s take a close look at each of these key areas.
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 The Brisket (view from the front and the side)The brisket is located underneath the breastbone. The breastbone has very little muscle over it just the tips of two long and narrow muscles. Therefore, if the brisket is deep and full it must be full of waste fat not muscle. If there are fat deposits here, there will be deposits of waste fat in other areas of the carcass.
 The Flank (view from the side)If we look at the muscular structure of the beef animal in the flank area, we can see that there is no muscle or meat there at all. There is also no bone or skeletal structure. It is an area of skin and tough connective tissue. If the flank is deep and full, what could account for this? Nothing but fat. If there is fat here, then there will be other deposits of waste fat in the carcass, because the flank is the final place the animal deposits fat.
 Ideal Steer Overfat Steer
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 The Forearm (view from the front)Examination of the forearm will give you an indication of how well muscled the animal is all over. Look at the forearm because no fat ever accumulates here. It is composed entirely of muscle and bone. If the forearm is bulging and muscular, the animal will have well developed muscles all over its body because, as we already know, muscle develops evenly.
 Overfat SteerIdeal Steer
 The Twist (view from directly behind)A deep, full twist indicates fat, not muscle. If your steer is full all the way down to the hock, this must be fat because the muscles do not extend all the way down to the hock.
 Ideal SteerOverfat Steer
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 The Rump (view directly from behind)A desirable steer is thick when viewed from the rear. This indicates good muscling. The muscles covering the rear should be curved and rounded. If the steer has a flat, square rump, it cannot be full of muscle because muscles are not square and rectangular. It must be fat.
 Thickness is desirable low in the stifle area. The steer should be thicker through the stifle area than anywhere else. Very little fat is ever laid down on the outside of the stifle region. If the steer is thick here we know it must be full of meat.
 We can observe most about the amount of muscling on the steer by looking directly from behind. Look at the placement of the hind legs. Does the steer stand wide on his hind legs? The hind legs are attached way up in the hip area. If there is lots of meat through this area, the legs will be pushed apart and the steer will stand wide. The hind end contains the high priced cuts. An animal with a wide leg stance, indicating superior muscling in this area, will yield lots of red meat from the rump.
 Ideal Steer Rump Narrow Steer Rump
 Pelvis Tilted Pelvis Straight
 Once you have viewed the animal at a distance and evaluated five areas, move in for a closer look. There are points on the steer that contain no muscle or meat, just bone and hide, and... if the animal is finished, a certain amount of fat.
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 The easiest place to determine the finish of the steer is over the ribs. Feel the ribs about half way down. There should be about 1 cm of fat between the hide and the bone.
 Feel the shoulder blade, for there is no muscle here either. There should be only a thin covering of fat over the bone. Handle the steer with the flat surfaces of your fingers or your whole hand, not just your finger tips. The tips of your fingers tickle the animal and make it prone to kick or fidget.
 In the show ring, market animals are also evaluated on the way they walk, style and eye appeal, shape of the head, etc. Remember that these things do not affect the quality of meat so don’t place more importance on these points than you do on muscling and fat. When placing your class of steers, consider the most important things first - muscle, fat and finish. Then consider the less important characteristics.
 The Ideal SteerFrom the front • Standswideandshowstrimnessinthebrisketandneck.From the rear • Thetopisroundedwiththewidestpointthroughthestifle.
 • The legs stand wide apart and the twist shows evidence of muscle development.
 From the side • Thebrisketandneckaretrim,thetoplineislongandlegsarestraight and the flank and middle are trim.
 • Assessthesizeandscaleoftheanimal.
 • Remembertolookatthecannonboneforanindicationofsizeofbone and skeleton.
 A steer should be sound, alert, healthy, and move without any hindrances. Remember, he has to be able to make it from his bed to his trough and then to the slaughterhouse!
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 Judging Breeding AnimalsThere is more to judging the breeding animal than just evaluating muscle and fat. The breeding animal must be able to last substantially longer than the market steer. Structure and conformation are important. The better the conformation of a cow or bull, the greater the chance that their offspring will also have good conformation.
 We want our males and females to consistently produce calves that will:
 • producemorequalitycalves,or
 • gototheslaughterhouseandreturnmaximumprofit.
 The market animal must make it from the calving pen to the feedlot in about a year. A breeding animal must last for many years, withstanding harsh winters, flies, calving, breeding and foraging. Therefore, structure and soundness are very important considerations when selecting breeding stock.
 If you are in the purebred industry, you want animals that meet the breed specifications. Breed character and type are also extremely important. Consult breed associations for more information on breed types either by contacting them or checking their web-sites.
 How do you look for these things? It is harder than predicting how a steer will grade but we’ll give you a few hints. Remember - all those things that you looked for in a steer are still important because breeding stock must produce those steers. Your breeding stock should have exceptional muscling characteristics just like in a steer. So, all that time and energy spent learning about the market animal has not gone to waste! First, let’s look at the ideal breeding animal.
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 Feet and LegsThe legs should be set squarely underneath the animal. They should be widely placed and straight when viewed from in front and behind. They should not be bow legged or cow hocked. The hooves should be solid and healthy with no cracks or lesions, and should not be long in the toe. The dew claws should also be short and without any curl. The pastern should be strong yet flexible and should be at a reasonable angle. When viewed from the side, the hock should have the correct set (degree of angulation). Rear legs should be constructed of clean flat bones and the hocks should be free from swelling.
 Correct Rear Side Sickle Hocked Post Legged
 Correct Rear Bow Legged Cow Hocked
 Rear Leg Correct Pastern Rear Leg Weak Pastern
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 Correct Pastern Straight Front Leg Straight Front Leg Weak Pastern
 BackattheKnee BuckKneeded
 General AppearanceThe animal should be healthy and alert, moving freely and easily. The desirable head has good distance between the eyes and a wide muzzle. The shoulder should be smooth and the body parts blended well.
 The bull should have more muscle definition than the cow or heifer and his muscles should bunch or ripple when he walks. Remember that the animal, when viewed from the rear, should be widest in the stifle area as this indicates superior muscling. A bull should be more massive than a cow of the same breed. In the bull, the development of the crest, scrotum and other secondary sex characteristics give you evidence of maturity.
 The heifer and cow should appear feminine. The head and neck should be refined. She should show appropriate udder and teat development. She should have a wide muzzle so she can forage effectively.
 CapacityAll beef animals should have adequate capacity or internal size. This is shown by a good spring of rib and depth through the chest and heart. Width through the chest which carries right through to the pins is desirable. Greater capacity is always more desirable.
 Breed CharacterThe animal should exhibit breed characteristics according to the breed association standards. This will include size, frame, shape and conformation.
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 It is difficult to compare animals of different breeds in the same class. You can make this easier by becoming familiar with characteristics of the different breeds.
 Fertility and Reproductive CapacityThis is where judging can be inaccurate. We do not know for a fact that any heifer will be a good mother, an easy calver, or will produce progeny with a good rate of gain. We do not know by looking at a bull that he will be a successful breeder. However, we do have indicators that assist us in predicting fertility. These are all you have to go on in the show ring. Here are some clues that the industry uses:
 The Bull
 • Head,neckandshouldersinproportiontotherestoftheanimal
 • Headshouldbecarriedwithpollslightlyabovethetoplineoftheanimal,indicatingalertness
 • Acrestovertheneckregion,withsizedependentonage
 • Scrotumshouldbelargeandhangstraight,nottwisted
 • Sheathshouldbecompactandclosetobody
 The Heifer
 • Refinedaboutthehead,neckandshoulder
 • Pinsslightlybelowthehookswithgooddistancebetweenthepins
 • Signsofudderdevelopmentwithfourevenlyspacedteats
 • Vulvashouldbetightandfirmtoguardagainstinfection
 The Cow
 • Theproducingcowshouldshowthesamerefinedfeaturesastheheifer
 • Udderbalancedwithfourfunctioningteats
 • Vulvahealthyandflushwiththebody
 In a cow-calf class, look at the calf. Is it healthy and thriving? Does it have energy, size and frame? Is its conformation better than that of the cow? An exceptional cow which produces an inferior calf will not be profitable to you. We want cows which pass on their superior qualities to their calves.
 ConditionCondition means the same thing in breeding animals as “finish” does in the market animal. The breeding animal should have less fat than the finished steer. The breeding animal should not have excess finish or be ready for market.
 Assess the amount of fat and muscle present to determine growth characteristics. If a heifer carries a lot of fat at one year of age, she will be a less efficient cow than a heifer

Page 57
						

Judging Beef | Sec 2: Page 19
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 on the same diet carrying minimal fat or condition. You are not looking for skinny animals - you are looking for muscular, healthy cattle which are not fat.
 There must be a desirable amount of muscle expression in both the sire and dam for the offspring to have the chance of developing desirable muscle. A bull will look meatier and have more overall muscle than a heifer or a cow. A bull should also have less fat than a heifer or cow. Females should show good muscling even though the muscles will not be as pronounced as in bulls.
 StructureStructure is the skeleton and frame or size of an animal. While there are differences in structure between the breeds, certain things remain true for all cattle. Good feet and legs are essential for good structure. The animal must travel for many years on these feet and legs, so they must be sound and correct. All beef animals must show good size and frame as determined by their breed. They should be long over the top and show capacity and depth.
 In addition to feet and legs, you should evaluate the rump when checking the structure of an animal. The pins should be slightly lower than the hooks. The tailhead should blend smoothly into the rump and spine. When viewed from behind, the rump should be wide between the pins and nearly square.
 The animal should move straight and true. The front hooves should point straight ahead. The back hooves may turn in a little bit at the toe. The back hooves should be set down almost straight behind the front hooves when the animal walks. To see the hoof placement, look at the prints the animal makes in the dirt when it walks.
 Body type or frame and muscling are economically important traits. They are related to the ability of the animal to gain weight, develop optimal muscling and cutability characteristics.
 A process called frame scoring evaluates body type and muscle on a consistent basis from animal to animal. The body type and muscling at 6 to 8 months is often a very good indicator of the body type the animal will have as a yearling or adult.
 Frame score is based on a scale of 1 through 9. The smallest type of cattle will get a low frame score and the largest type will receive a high score. A score of 8 or 9 does not necessarily mean that the animal is the best but indicates that it is the largest type of cattle.
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 The Breeding Animal ChecklistFeet and Legs • Legsstraight,squareandplacedwideapart
 • Noswellings,cracks,orlesionsinthelegsorhooves
 • CorrectsettotherearlegsGeneral Appearance • Appearshealthyandalert
 • Blended,smoothbody
 • Widestinthestifle
 • Bullthickandmassive
 • Femalerefinedwithudderdevelopment
 • Evidenceoflotsofmuscle;littlewasteintheneckandbrisket
 Breed Character • ExhibitscharacteristicsaccordingtobreedstandardsFertility • Bull-massivewithahighheadset,crestdevelopment,
 super muscling, large straight scrotum, compact sheath Reproductive Capacity • Female-refinedandsmooth,pinsslightlybelowhooks,
 width between pins, shows capacity and depth, udder development
 Condition • Lessfinishthanasteer
 • EvidenceofsuperiormusclingStructure • Longoverthetop
 • Longstraightlegs
 • Lotsofcapacityanddepth,large,widehind
 • Movesstraightandwithease
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 About Beef Breeds
 In the beef cattle industry, there are many different breeds. In Alberta alone, there are over 20 breeds. There are important differences between these breeds which you must take into account when judging cattle.
 Some breeds have been bred with the emphasis on carcass and growth characteristics while some have been bred for their hardiness and maternal qualities. They all look different in size, shape and colour. It is important to learn about the popular breeds and be able to take their individual features into consideration when judging. You can learn more about the breeds by looking at cattle magazines, breed books, promotional material printed by the breed associations and by attending cattle events.
 Familiarity with the breeds is the key to solving the dilemma of comparing different breedstoeachother.Knowthecharacteristicsofthedifferentbreeds.
 A Few Final HintsNow you know what to look for in the market steer and the breeding animal. The problem is actually picking out these things in the show ring, the field or the judging class. As a 4-H member you are taught how to groom and fit your animals to show them to their best advantage. You are trying to highlight the superior characteristics of your animal, and downplay the other characteristics.
 Now the tables are turned and you must look beyond the wrapping and see the real animal underneath. It takes a lot of practice to do this successfully, but it sure can be fun to try!
 Good luck judging beef cattle. What you learned for the show ring will help you when you go to the auction mart to buy a heifer, the neighbor’s pasture to pick next years’ calf, or the feedlot to pick the steers which are ready for market.
 Judging will never be an exact science, but with a lot of practice and a little luck, you can become much more successful at selecting the most desirable animals!

Page 60
						

Sec 2: Page 22 | Judging Beef
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 The Judging ClassWhen evaluating the beef judging class, develop your own system and follow it each time you judge. Your first impression is the most important. Stand 8 to 10 meters from the class and view from a distance. Compare the animals.
 When the animals walk, watch for:
 • style,freedomofmovement
 • correct set to feet and legs
 • strength of topline
 • tightness of frame
 • those areas where you look for muscle development
 • firmness and amount of finish
 When you view from the side, compare:
 • size, balance
 • length of body
 • strength of top
 • length of rump - from hooks to pins
 • levelness of rump
 • trimness of brisket and middle
 • muscle development in forearm, round, over back and loin
 • substance of bone
 • depth of rib
 • set to feet and legs
 • length of neck
 • finish over ribs and forequarters
 When you view from the rear, compare:
 • thickness over the back, loin and rump
 • spring of fore and rear ribs
 • trimness of middle
 • muscling along the top and in the rear quarter
 • freedom from excess finish in the twist, round and pins
 • thickness through the stifle
 • the set of rear feet and legs
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 When you view from the front, compare:
 • breed type and sex character about the head and neck
 • substance of bone
 • set of front feet and legs
 • muscling through the forearm
 • depth and width of chest
 • trimness in the throat and brisket
 • smoothness through the shoulders
 When you have an opportunity to handle the animals, check for:
 • firmness
 • uniformity, smoothness and amount of finish
 • length of rump
 • muscling in the shoulder, forearm, rear quarters
 • thickness and quality of hide
 Terminology For ReasonsThe following terms are acceptable in your reasons. There are many more terms, but these will give you an idea of some of the terms you should be using in your reasons.
 Remember to put emphasis on the different areas depending on whether you are judging market or breeding animals.
 General Terms • A more lengthy heifer
 • Carrying more uniform thickness from front to rear
 • More desirable meaty type
 • Female showing more balance and symmetry
 • Longer, trimmer, more correctly finished steerHead, Style and Breed Character Terms
 • More feminine through the head, neck and shoulders
 • Shows more desirable breed character through head, ears and neck
 • Cleaner bone and more refined in the legs
 • Shows more desirable balance and eye appeal
 • More stylish and alert
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 Fore Quarter Terms • Fuller in the heart with a more desirable spring of rib
 • More smoothly blended through the neck and shoulder
 • Shows more muscle expression in the forearmBack and Loin Terms • Straighter and stronger over the topline
 • Thicker, meatier, more heavily muscled loin
 • More correctly finished over the top and loinHind Quarter Terms • Wider, meatier steer
 • Extremely thick and muscular through the center part of the round
 • Freer from excess flesh in the twist
 • Cleaner and trimmer in the flank
 • Longer, deeper, more dimensional quarter
 • Showing greater evidence of muscling through the stifle region
 Legs and Bone Terms • Straighter, stronger legged, standing on more substance of bone
 • Moves straighter and truer on the walk
 • Stands more squarely on all four legs
 • Longerbodied,longerhipped
 • Larger framed steerFinish and Carcass Terms
 • More uniform in his finish
 • More uniform fat cover
 • Cleaner over the loin edge
 • Showing a more desirable degree of finish
 • Harder, firmer and more correct in the finish over the ribs
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 Sample ReasonsHereford Market Steers“I placed this class of Hereford Market Steers 1 2 3 4 for the following reasons.
 I started this class with 1, placing him over 2 because 1 is larger, stretchier, more heavily muscled and stands more squarely on more substance of bone than 2. 1 shows more muscle development in the forearm region, and is longer ribbed, longer rumped and thicker through the stifle. 1 has a more desirable amount of finish than 2. I grant that 2 is cleaner through the throat, neck and brisket than 1.
 In my middle pair, I placed 2 over 3 in a very close placing because 2 shows more size, scale and length through the body than 3. 2 is trimmer and cleaner along the underline, and is cleaner in the throat than 3. 2 shows more muscle expression through the forearm than 3, and is cleaner and firmer through the flank. I admit that 3 shows more thickness through the top of the rear quarter than 2.
 In my bottom pair, I placed 3 over 4 because 3 is thicker, meatier, and more heavily muscled than 4. 3 is more correctly finished and trimmer and cleaner through the brisket than 4. 3 shows a deeper, thicker, more heavily muscled rear quarter than 4. I grant that 4 is taller and more lengthy than 3, but felt that 4 was too wasty in the brisket and twist regions to place any higher in the class.
 These are my reasons for placing this class of Hereford Market Steers 1 2 3 4 as I see them here today.”
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 Judging Dairy Cattle
 The primary function of the dairy cow is the economical production of milk. It has been proven that quality type or form is directly related to function. In other words, a dairy cow with good quality type has the potential to efficiently and economically produce milk.
 This unit will assist you in being able to assess the conformation of a dairy cow by helping you to:
 1. Learn the desirable points of conformation in a quality dairy cow and heifer.
 2. Show you how to determine if a particular animal possesses these desirable points.
 The first step is to learn the parts of the dairy animal.
 Parts of the Dairy Cow
 Judging the Dairy Cow
 Once you know the parts of the body, the next step to becoming a successful dairy judge is to learn what the ideal animal looks like. In this section, we will work through the parts of a dairy cow and learn the desirable and undesirable characteristics.
 When you judge, do not assign numerical scores. Use the card for relative emphasis only. When cows are classified by the official breed classifiers, classifications and absolute scores are assigned.
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 Canadian Holstein Cow Score Card Perfect Score
 1. Mammary System .........................................................................................................................40
 2. Dairy Strength ...............................................................................................................................25
 3. Feet and Legs .................................................................................................................................25
 4. Rump ................................................................................................................................................10
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100
 Canadian Jersey Cow Score Card Perfect Score
 1. Capacity ...........................................................................................................................................17
 2. Rump ................................................................................................................................................10
 3. Feet and Legs .................................................................................................................................14
 4. Mammary System .........................................................................................................................16
 5. Dairy Character .............................................................................................................................17
 6. Fore Udder ......................................................................................................................................10
 7. Rear Udder ......................................................................................................................................16
 Total .................................................................................................................................................. 100
 As you can see, the score cards for each of the different breeds differs slightly. The individual characteristics looked for by each of the breeds is the same, they just place different emphasis on the component parts. Because Holsteins are the predominant breed in Canada, the following information will be based on the Holstein Score Card.
 Mammary System“A strongly attached, well balanced, level udder of fine texture indicating heavy production and a long period of usefulness.”
 The mammary system accounts for 40% of the relative merit, making it the single most important part of the dairy cow. This should be no surprise as the most important economic function of the dairy cow is milk production.
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 The mammary system includes all of the parts of the body of the dairy cow which have a role to play in the production of milk. Each individual part has its own function and its own specific desirable qualities.
 The udder should be symmetrical and well balanced with evenness of all four quarters. It should be securely attached to the body and be capacious, but not necessarily large. This will give the udder a “milky” appearance.
 Udder • symmetrical of moderate length, width and depth
 • slightquarteringonsides
 The udder should be of intermediate depth. The udder should never hang below the hocks of cow of any age.
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 The Median Suspensory Ligament is the strong supportive ligament which runs lengthwise through the center of the udder. It should be strong but not overly tight, giving a definite cleavage or crease between the halves of the udder. If this ligament is not strong enough, the floor of the udder will bottom out, causing the udder to weaken and the teats to point outward.
 Udder texture should always be soft, pliable and elastic. After milking, the udder should be well collapsed.
 The Fore Udder is composed of the front parts of the udder. Most important here is the moderately long, firm and smooth attachment of the fore udder to the body wall. A longer fore udder attachment provides for a more capacious udder. With a well attached fore udder and a strong median suspensory ligament, the quarters will be evenly balanced. A strong fore udder attachment corresponds to a longer lasting dairy cow.

Page 69
						

Judging Dairy | Sec 2: Page 5
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 The Rear Udder is composed of the hind parts of the udder. Most important here is the high, wide and firm attachment of the rear udder. It should be balanced in proportion to the fore udder attachment. The rear udder should have a slightly rounded appearance and be uniform in width from the top of the attachment to the floor of the udder with even balance of the quarters.
 There should be four fully functional Teats of uniform size and medium length and diameter. The teats should be cylindrical and plumb and should hang perpendicular to the floor of the udder. From a side view, the teats are placed in the center of each quarter. From a rear view, the teats are slightly closer to the inside than the outside of each quarter.
 The Mammary Veins should be long, tortuous (winding) and branching. Prominent udder veining, although it is attractive, is not associated with higher milking ability.
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 Dairy StrengthDairy Strength makes up 25% of the Holstein score card.
 “Evidence of milking ability, angularity, and general openness, without weakness; freedom from coarseness, giving due regard to stage of lactation. With attractive individuality indicating vigour, strength, stretch, size and stature with harmonious blending and proportional balance of parts; head indicating femininity with adequate strength, mid-section relatively large providing ample capacity.”
 Holstein CowHeight - 1.5 meters or 58 inches
 Weight - 680 kg or 1500 pounds
 Jersey CowHeight - 1.3 meters or 52 inches
 Weight - 450 kg or 1000 pounds
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 Head• cleancutandfeminine
 • eyeslargeandbright
 • earscarriedalertlyresultinginaheadwithcharacterappropriateforthebreed
 • broadmuzzlewithlarge,opennostrils
 • jawsmeetproperlywithoutoverlap
 • stronglowerjaw
 • broadforehead
 Ideal dairy head - with smooth blending of head, neck and shoulders
 Neck• long,leanandclean
 • blendingsmoothlyintotheshoulder
 • cleanaboutthethroat,dewlapandbrisket
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 Withers• welldefined,prominentandwedgeshaped
 • dorsalprocessofvertebraerisesharplyaboveshoulderblades
 Ribs• wideapart
 • ribbonesarewide,flatandlong
 Flanks• deepandrefined
 Thighs• incurvingtoflatfromsideview
 • fromtherearview,wideapart,providingampleroomfortheudderandit’srearattachment
 Udder• softandpliableintexture
 • freefromexcesstissueoredema(hardnessorswellingintheudder)
 Bone• flat,strongandcleancut
 Be Aware That:Stage of lactation affects the appearance of the dairy character of the cow. A cow which has freshened two months prior will show more dairy character than a similar cow which has been milking for nine months. As the cow progresses in her lactation, she will carry more condition. Take this into consideration when you are judging dairy cattle.
 Cows which are too dairy may be frail. There is a point where a cow lacks the strength to produce. A cow with good dairy character will also be strong.
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 Shoulder Blades• setsmoothlyagainstthechestwallandwithers
 • formneatjunctionwiththebody
 Chest• widefloor,resultinginamplewidthbetweenthelegs
 • wellfilled
 • desirable width and power through chest
 • narrow and pinched through the chest
 Heart Girth• largeanddeep
 • fullattheelbowswithwellsprungforeribs
 • foreribsblendsmoothlyintotheshoulders
 Crops • wellfilled
 Back• strongandstraight
 • vertebraearewelldefined
 Loin• broadandslightlyarched
 • vertebraearewelldefined
 • attachmenttohipbonesishighandwide
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 Mid-section• longribshighlyandwidelysprung
 • depthandwidthofribstendingtoincreasetowardstherear
 Note• Lookatbodycapacityasbeingthreedimensional.Alwaysconsiderthelength,depth
 and width of the dairy animal.
 Feet and Legs“Clean and strong boned, with shape and movement of feet and legs resulting in proper, carriage of the animal.”
 Feet and legs make up 25% of the score on the Holstein Score Card. When evaluating feet and legs, check for the following:
 Feet• shortandwellrounded,withdeepheel
 • toesslightlyspaced
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 Legs
 • pasterns strong, of medium length and flexible
 • forelegsstraightandwideapartwithfeetsquarelyplaced
 • hindlegsnearlyperpendicularfromhocktopasternfromsideview
 • straightandwideapartfromtherearview
 • hockscleanlymolded
 • boneflat,strongandflinty,withtendonswelldefined
 Rump“Long, wide and clean cut, blending desirably with the loin.”
 Rump accounts for 10% of the Holstein score card. The characteristics which should be evaluated when examining the rump are:
 Hip or Hooks• wide,butnotprominent
 • slightlyhigherthanthepins
 Pins• wideapartandfreefrompatchiness
 • slightlylowersetthanhiporhooks
 Thurls• highandwideapart
 • giveconsiderationtothestageoflactation
 • closertoalinedrawnverticallyfromthehookismoredesirable

Page 76
						

Sec 2: Page 12 | Judging Dairy
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 Tailhead• refined
 • carryingoutlevelwiththebackline
 • setslightlyhigherthanthepins
 Tail• long and slender
 Pelvic Angle• moderatelyslopedwithpinssetslightlylowerthanthehooks
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 Evaluating Cow Faults or FaultsThere are faults which should be identified and discriminated against when judging dairy cattle. Some are more serious than others. The following list separates the faults into slight, moderate and serious discriminations. Be aware of the seriousness of these faults when judging dairy cattle.
 Slight Discrimination• Hightailhead
 • Mammarysystemreversetilt
 • Lowloin
 • Opentoed
 Moderate Discrimination• Recessedtailhead
 • Advancedtailhead
 • Wrytail
 • Mammarysystemtilt
 • Bulgyforeudder
 • Heavyforeudder
 • Shortforeudder
 • Frontteatsnotplumb
 • Lacksuddershape
 • Rearudderunbalanced
 • Rearteatsnotplumb
 • Rearuddershort
 • Rearteatstoofarback
 • Closeribbed
 • Undesirablehead
 • Weakcrops
 • Weakback
 • Lacksbalance
 • Notwellsprung
 • Narrowheart
 • Frail
 • Weakpasterns
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 • Coarsehocks
 • Lacksbone
 • Toesoutinfront
 Serious Discrimination • Thurlstoofarback
 • Webbedteat
 • Stance/mobility
 • Advancedanus
 • Wryface
 • Blindquarter
 • Crampy
 • Parrotjaw
 • Protrudinglowerjaw
 • Freemartinheifers
 It is your responsibility as a judge to be able to identify these faults.
 Judging the Dairy HeiferA dairy heifer is a young dairy female, usually under the age of two years, which has not yet calved.
 When judging dairy heifers, look for structurally correct, clean-cut, open-ribbed, stylish animals with adequate size for their age.
 The same points are desired in the dairy heifer as in the dairy cow. The emphasis you should place on each of these areas is:
 Relative Emphasis
 Feet and Legs .....................................................................................................................................35
 Dairy Strength ....................................................................................................................................50
 Rump ....................................................................................................................................................15
 Total .................................................................................................................................................. 100
 When judging dairy heifers you should check to make sure that they have four regularly sized teats.
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 Heifers will generally not show the angularity which is desired in the cow. Older heifers will carry more flesh which will be evident over the rump and at the withers. This fleshiness is tolerated in springing heifers.
 An ideal dairy heifer will have these characteristics:
 • correctlysetrearandforelegs
 • tall,upstandingandstylish
 • adequatestrengthandcapacity
 • straightandsmoothoverthetopline
 • levelandwideintherump
 • smoothlyblendedandproportionatebodyparts
 • sharpandcleanovershouldersandwithers
 Judging Dry CowsDry cows are those dairy cows which are not currently milking.
 When judging any class of dairy cows, you must give consideration to the stage of lactation. Dry cows will normally be carrying extra flesh. They will not show the sharpness and dairyness desired in the milking cow.
 The dry udder should be well collapsed, soft and pliable. As the cow nears calving, the udder will begin to fill and lose its softness. Dry or in milk, the udder should always be uniform and strongly and smoothly attached, both front and rear.
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 Terminology for Judging Dairy Cattle
 The Mammary System • Strongerattachedudder,bothforeandrear
 • Morelevelintheudderfloor
 • Carriesherudderhigheraboveherhocks
 • Udderheldtightertothebodywall
 • Moreevenlybalancedudder
 • Showedmoredesirablequalityandtextureofudder
 • Teatsmoreuniforminsizeandshape
 • Morecorrectplacementoftheteats
 • Moredesirableveiningintheudder
 • Carriesherudderhigherabovethehocks
 • Hasastrongermediansuspensoryligament
 • Strongercentersupportintheudder
 • Adeepercreaseinherudder
 • Moreclearlydefinedhalvingintheudder
 • Morehalvingwhenviewedfromtherear
 • Strongercenterattachment
 • Morefullnessatthetop(bottom)oftherearudder
 • Moreheightandstrengthofrearudderattachment
 • Moresymmetryandbalanceofrearudder
 • Higher,wider,strongerrearudderattachment
 • Longer,smoother,firmerforeudderattachment
 • Strongerforeudderattachment
 • Alonger,moretightlyattachedforeudder
 • Lessbulginessofforeudder
 • Tighterintheforeudderattachment
 • Morefirmlyattachedforeudder
 • Foreudderthatblendsmoresmoothlyintothebodywall
 • Snuggerintheforeudderattachment
 • Longerforeudderattachment

Page 81
						

Judging Dairy | Sec 2: Page 17
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 The Mammary System (continued)
 • Teatsmoredesirableinsize,shapeandplacement
 • Morenearlycorrectteatsize
 • Teatshangingmorenearlyplumb
 • Teatsplacedmorecorrectlybeneathmorequarter
 • Morenearlycorrectfrontteatplacement
 • Teatsplacedmoresquarelybeneaththequarters
 • Morecorrectteatplacementasviewedfromthe side (rear)
 • Moreapparentqualityintheudder
 • Moreprominentveining
 • Larger,morecapaciousudder
 • Moresymmetryofudder
 • MorebloomandcapacityofudderDairy Strength • Moreangularityandclean-cutness
 • Moreopennessofrib
 • Moredairynessthroughout
 • Cleanerdownthetop-line
 • Flatter(leanerorthinner)inthethighs
 • Morecurvinginthethighs
 • Morerefinedoverthewithers
 • Sharperoverthewithers
 • Cleanerandflatterdownthroughtherumpand the thighs
 • Longerandleanerneck
 • Blendsmoresmoothlyfromnecktoshoulders
 • Cleaneraboutthebrisketanddewlap
 • Deeperandmorerefinedintheflank
 • Morefemininehead
 • Widermuzzleandstrongerjaw
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 Dairy Strength (continued)
 • Morealertandbrightereye
 • Cleanerthroughtheheadandneck
 • Moresubstanceandangularity
 • Strongerovertheloin
 • Talleratthepointofthewithers
 • Moredepthandopennessintherib
 • Deeperthroughtheheart
 • Fullerthroughthecropsandforerib
 • Showedmorespringofrib
 • Morecapaciousthroughthemiddleandmid-section
 • Widerthroughthechestfloor
 • Fullerintheshoulder
 • Showsmorestretchandscale
 • Deeperintherear(fore)rib
 • Moresize,scaleandsubstance
 • Longerfromendtoend
 • Moreharmoniousblendingofparts
 • Moresymmetryandbalance
 • Feetandlegs
 • Deeperintheheel
 • Standsonastronger,straightersetoflegs
 • Standsmoresquarelyonherlegs
 • Flatterandcleanerboneintherearleg
 • Morecorrectsettotheleg
 • Strongeronherpasterns
 • Tracksmorecorrectly
 • Deeperintheheel
 • Moremobility
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 Rump • Higherandwideroverthethurls
 • Widerandmorelevelrump
 • Widerandmorelevelfromhookstopins
 • Smootheroverthetailhead
 • Tailheadsetsneaterbetweenthepins
 • Longerandlevelerfromhips(hooks)topins
 • Widerinthepins
 • Tailheadthatsetsmoreneatlybetweenthepins
 • Neaterinthetailsetting
 • Morecorrectlysettailhead
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 Sample ReasonsThree Year Old Holstein Cows1 placed this class of three-year old Holstein cows 1 2 3 4. This class easily divided itself into 2 pairs – a top and bottom pair.
 The top pair has definite advantages in strength, balance and body capacity. Looking more closely, 1 has a slight advantage over 2 in dairyness, is cleaner cut about the head and slightly longer in her neck. 1 also excels over 2 in the mammary system. 1 is higher and wider in the rear udder attachment and has a definite advantage in front teat placement.
 Placing 2 over 3 was an easy placing. 2 has advantages in balance, body capacity and strength front end. 2 is wider in the chest floor, fuller in her crops and fore rib and stands straighter on her front feet than 3. I admit that 3 shows more balance of rear udder, left to right.
 In placing 3 over 4, I credit 3 with more substance and angularity throughout. 3 is straighter on top, fuller in the crops and smoother at the point of shoulder than 4. 3 has a big advantage in the mammary system. She is higher and wider in the rear udder, has a more level udder floor and is more correct in teat shape and placement.
 These are my reasons for placing this class of three-year old Holsteins 1 2 3 4.
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 Judging Horses
 Parts of the Horse
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 Colours Horses come in many colours. Some of the colours of horses and their corresponding descriptions are as follows:
 Colour DescriptionBay • Bodycolourrangesfromtan,throughred,toreddish-brown.
 • Allpointsareblack,includingmuzzle.
 • Lowerlegsareusuallyblack.Black • Bodycolouristrueblackwithoutanylightareas.
 • Maneandtailareblack.Brown • Bodycolourisbrownorblackwithlightareasatthemuzzle,eyes,flank
 and inside the upper legs.
 • Maneandtailareblack.
 • Usuallyblackonlowerlegs.Chestnut • Bodycolourisdarkredorreddish-brown.
 • Maneandtailareusuallythesamecolourasthebody,butmaybeflaxen.Sorrel • Bodycolourisreddishorcopper-red.
 • Maneandtailareusuallythesamecolourasthebody,butmaybeflaxen.
 • SorrelandChestnutareoftenintermixed.White • Atruewhitehorseisbornwhiteandremainswhitethroughoutitslife.
 • Awhitehorsehassnowwhitehair,pinkskinandnormallyhasbrowneyes.
 Dun • Bodycolourisyellowish,brownish-redorgold.
 • Maneandtailmaybeblack,brown,red,yellow,white,ormixed.
 • Hasdorsalstripedownthespine,and/orzebrastripesonthelegs,and/or transverse stripes over the withers.
 Buckskin • Aformofdunwithbodycolouryellowishorgold.
 • Maneandtailareblackormixed.
 • Othermarkingscanbethesameasthedunbutmosthaveblackonthelower legs and ear tips.
 Palomino • Bodycolourisagoldenyellow.
 • Maneandtailarewhite.Grey • Mixtureofwhiteandblackhairs.
 • Usuallybornsolidcolouredoralmostsolidcolouredandbecomeslighterwith age.
 Roan • Anycoatcolourexceptblackmixedwithwhitehairs.
 • Presentatbirthanddoesnotchangeasthehorseages.
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 BalanceDefinitionsBalance• Allofthepartsofthebodyareincorrectproportiontoeachother,resultingina
 pleasing appearance.
 Symmetry• Whenviewingthehorsefromthefrontandrear,dividethehorseinhalfdownthe
 spinal column.
 • Eachhalfshouldbea“mirrorimage”oftheother.
 Methods of Determining Balance
 1. Length = HeightThe length of the horse from the point of shoulder to the point of buttock should be equal to the height of the horse from the top of the withers to the ground.
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 2. Length of Foreleg = Depth of HeartgirthThe length of the foreleg from the ground to the elbow should be equal to the depth of the heartgirth from the elbow to the top of the withers.
 3. Levelness of ToplineThe point of the croup should be at the same height as the top of the withers.
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 4. Top to Bottom Line RatioThe well balanced horse has a shorter top line (from the point of the withers to the point of the hip in comparison to a longer bottom line (from the point of the elbow to the stifle).
 5. Divide the Horse in ThirdsDivide the horse into thirds by dropping lines down from the top of the withers and the point of the hip. The length of each of these three segments should be the same.
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 6. Equal LengthsIn the well balanced horse, the head, neck, shoulder, topline and hip lengths should be approximately equal.
 7. ParallelIn the well-balanced horse, the slope of the pastern and the slope from the point of shoulder to withers should be parallel. They should both have a slope of approximately 45o.
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 MusclingWhat is muscling?Muscle is the tissue which contracts and relaxes to cause your horse to move. Muscling refers to how well you can see the length, definition and volume of muscling in your horse.
 Length• Long,smoothmusclesaremoredesirablethanshort,bunchymuscles.Longmuscles
 give the horse a longer stride and more endurance. Bunchy muscles tire more quickly and give your horse less endurance.
 Definition• Youcaneasilyseetheoutlineordefinitionofeachmusclebeneaththeskinofyour
 horse.
 Volume• Thisistheamountofmuscle.Thegreaterthevolumeoramountofmuscle,the
 greater the strength of the horse.
 Where do you look for muscling?Evaluate the amount of muscling and determine if it is desirable. To find the amount of muscling on your horse, look in these areas:
 1. Chest
 2. Shoulder, arm and forearm
 3. Loin and croup
 4. Buttock and thigh
 5. Stifle and gaskin
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 How does muscling differ from one horse to the next?All horses fit into one of the five following body types. Each of these types has specific characteristics which separate it from the next body type.
 Draft Type • Clydesdale,Shire,Belgian,Percheron,etc.
 • Heavilymuscled,largeframed,largeboned.
 • Usedprimarilyforplowing,pulling,drivingandotherhardwork.
 Stock Type • Quarterhorse,Paint,Appaloosa,etc.
 • Well-muscled,deepbodied.
 • Centerofgravityisclosetotheground.
 • Usedprimarilyforshortdistanceracing,roping,reining,cutting, pleasure and gymkhana events.
 Saddle (Gaited) Type • Arabian,Morgan,Saddlebred,etc.
 • Longermuscled,longerneckandbody.
 • Morerefinement,highersetarchingneck,highertailcarriage, often more animated movement.
 • Usedprimarilyforpleasure,parkanddriving.Hunter Type • Thoroughbred,Warmbloods,etc.
 • Larger,longerbodies,deeperhearted,longermuscled.
 • Usedprimarilyforlongdistanceracing,jumping,cross-country, 3-day eventing, dressage and pleasure.
 Pony Type • Welsh,ShetlandPony,etc.
 • Usually14.2handsorless,usuallyresemblestocktypeorsaddle type breeds, generally shorter neck and body.
 • Usedprimarilyforchildren’smountsanddriving.
 Quality and RefinementRefinement is a general lack of coarseness.The factors closely associated with quality and refinement are:
 a. a refinement of body parts - the horse should be smooth and clean-cut, not coarse
 b. tendons and joints should be well-defined, not fleshy
 c. short, shiny hair coat
 d. tight, thin skin
 e. hard, smooth, durable hooves
 f. obvious sex character
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 Sex CharacterStallions• shouldlookmasculine.
 • whencomparedtogeldingsandmares,stallionsshouldshow:
 • heavier,morepowerfulmuscling
 • alargerandbroaderhead
 • alargermuzzleandjaw
 • athickermoremuscularneck
 • moresubstanceforlargerbone.
 Mares• shouldlookfeminine.
 • comparedtostallionsandgeldings,maresshouldshowmorerefinementaboutthehead and neck.
 • comparedtostallions,maresarenotasheavilymuscledandhavelesssubstanceofbone.
 Geldings• shouldlookmoremasculinethanmares,butmuchlessmasculinethanthestallion.
 • thevolumeofmusclingandsubstanceofboneinageldingwillbeaboutthesameasin the mare.
 Note: a lack of masculinity in the stallion or a lack of femininity in the mare may indicate a reduced ability to reproduce.
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 The Ideal HorseThe ideal horse has specific characteristics. You will find the following characteristics in the conformation of the ideal horse. Work through these characteristics to learn more about what the ideal horse looks like.
 The Forelimbs
 The ForelimbsSide View • Alinedroppedperpendiculartotheground,oraplumbline,should
 pass through the center of the knee, cannon and fetlock, and touch the back of the heel.
 Front View • Aplumblinedroppedfromthepointoftheshouldershouldpassthrough the center of the forearm, knee, cannon, fetlock, pastern and hoof.
 • Thekneesandtoesshouldpointstraightforward.
 • Thefeetshouldbeasfarapartonthegroundasthelimbsareatthe point of the shoulder.
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 General Structure of the Forelimbs
 The ForelimbsForearm • Longwithwell-definedmusclingthattiesinclosetotheknee.
 • Largeatthetopoftheforearmandtapersasitapproachestheknee.
 • Draftandstocktypehorseswillhavemorevolumeofmuscleintheforearm when compared to the hunter, saddle and pony types.
 Knee • Large,flatandclean-cut.Cannon • Shorterthantheforearmandiswidewithwell-definedtendons
 along the back of the cannon when viewed from the side.Pastern • Hasanidealangleof45degrees.Hoof • Hasanidealangleof45degrees.
 • Shouldbedurableandofappropriatesizeforthehorse.
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 The Hindlimbs
 The HindlimbsSide View • Aplumblinedroppedfromthepointofthebuttockshouldpass
 along the back of the hock, cannon and fetlock, and strike the ground 7.5 to 10 cm (3-4 inches) behind the heel.
 Rear View • Aplumblinedroppedfromthepointofthebuttockshouldpassthrough the center of the hock, cannon, fetlock, pastern and hoof.
 • Thefeetshouldbeasfarapartatthegroundastheyareatthehock.
 General Structure of the Hindlimbs
 The HindlimbsHock • Islarge,deep,wide,cleanandwell-defined.Cannon • Isshorterthanthedistancefromthestifletothehock.
 • Iswidewithwell-definedtendonsalongthebackofthecannonwhen viewed from the side.
 Pastern • Hasanidealangleof45-50degrees.Hoof • Shouldbedurableandofappropriatesizeforthehorse.
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 HeadFrom the FrontShape • Istriangularwithwideseteyes,taperingtoareasonablysized
 muzzle.Eyes • Arelargeandsetoutonthesidesofthehead.Nostrils • Arelargeandflaring.Ears • Arecleancutandinproportiontothesizeofthehead.From the Side Shape • Istriangularanddeepfromthepolltothejaw,taperingtoa
 reasonable size muzzle.
 • Bridgeofnosemaybestraightorslightlydished.
 • Throatlatchiscleanandfreefromexcessfat.
 BodyNeckLength • Longfromthepolltothewithers.Shape • Cleanandtrim,archingfrompolltowithers.Set • Highandsmoothintothetopofthewithersandhighintothechest
 above the point of the shoulder.WithersShape • Long,tyingsmoothlyintotheback,andhighenoughtoholdthe
 saddle on securely.ShoulderAngle • Lengthandangleofshoulderarelong,andslopingabout45
 degrees to aid in shock absorption.Chest and Ribs (Barrel)Size • Thechestisdeepandwidewhenviewedfromthefront.
 • Theribsarewell-sprunganddeep.
 • Thisconformationprovidesroomforthemaximumfunctionoftheheart and lungs.

Page 98
						

Sec 2: Page 14 | Judging Horses
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 Back and Loin (Coupling)Size • Isshortandwideoverthetop.
 • Iswell-muscled.
 • Theonlyskeletalsupportintheloinisprovidedbythespinalcolumn. Therefore, adequate muscling is necessary for additional strength. Inadequate muscling and a long coupling often result in a sagging, weak top line, often referred to as a swayback.
 Hip and CroupLength • Islongandwell-muscled.Shape • Thepointofthecroupisdirectlyoverthepointofthehip.
 • Croupshouldslopegentlytothetailhead.Hindquarters From the SideSize • Thehindquartersaredeepandwell-muscled.Hindquarters From the RearSize • Thehindquartersaredeepandwell-muscled.
 • Musclevolume,lengthanddefinitiondependonbodytype.
 • Boththeinsideandoutsideofthelegsshouldbewell-muscled.
 • Thegaskinmuscleshouldtiehighintothestifleanddeepintothehock.
 Shape • Iswell-roundedoverthecroup.
 • Thewidthatthestifleshouldbeatleastasgreatasthewidthatthe point of the hip.
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 Deviations from Ideal (Basic Faults)
 HeadRoman Nose • Thebridgeofthenosehasaroundedorconvexshapewhen
 viewed from the side
 • Restrictsthehorse’sfrontalvisionPig Eye • Smalleyeswhicharesettoofarbackintothehead
 • Restrictsvision,especiallytotherear
 • HorseoftenhasanervousorunrulydispositionParrot Mouth • TopjawislongerthanbottomjawMonkey Mouth • Bottomjawislongerthantopjaw
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 NeckEwe Neck • Neckappearstobe“turnedover”
 • Restrictsflexionatthepoll
 • Horsetendstothrowheadupward
 • RestrictsvisionCresty Neck • Excessfatdepositsonthecrestoftheneck
 • Increasestheweightcarriedontheforelegs
 ShoulderSteep Shoulder • Shoulderanglesteeperthan50degrees
 • Decreasesthelengthofstride
 • Increasesconcussionorpressureontheforelegs
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 ChestNarrow Chest • Legsaretooclosetogether
 • LegsmayinterferewhenhorsetravelsExtra-Wide Chest
 • Legssettoofarapart
 • Causesalabouring,waddlingstride
 ToplineMutton Withers
 • Low,widewithers
 • Withersarepronetoinjuryifsaddleslidesforward
 • Hardtokeepthesaddleinplace-pronetosliptoonesideSway Back • Weaktopline
 • Usuallyseeninolderhorses
 • Usuallyseeninhorseswithlongbacksand/orloins
 • RestrictsabilitytopulllegsforwardbeneaththehindquartersRoach Back • Loinhasarounded(convex)appearancewhenviewedfromthe
 side
 • Restrictsflexibility
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 Hip and CroupGoose Rump • Hipistoosteepwhenviewedfromtheside
 • Decreasesthelengthofstrideandspeed
 • IncreasesconcussiononthehindlegsRafter Hip • Whenviewedfromtherear,thewidthatthepointofthehipis
 greater than the width at the stifle
 • Thehipistooflatoverthetop
 • Indicatesalackofmusculardevelopment
 • Horsemayinterfereduringtravelingduetolackofmuscularsupport
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 Heartgirth and FlankShallow Heartgirth
 • Depthfromwitherstoelbowislessthanthelengthfromelbowtoground
 • Restrictsthecapacityforheartandlungs
 • MaydecreaseenduranceofthehorseShallow Flank (Cut up in the Flank)
 • Pronouncednarrowingintheflankregion
 • Decreasescapacityofdigestivesystem
 • Decreasesthefoalcarryingcapacityinmares
 Feet and LegsTwo or more defects in the feet and legs may appear together. For example, buck knees and bench knees, base narrow and toe out, etc.
 Front Leg Defects Viewing from the SideBuckKnees(Over at the Knee)
 • Thekneeisforwardofalinethatbisects(dividesinhalf )theforeleg
 • ThishorsewillbesusceptibletobowedtendonsCalfKnees(Back at the Knee)
 • Thekneeisbehindalinethatbisectstheforeleg
 • Placesexcessstressonthefrontofthekneeandstrainonthetendons
 • Thishorsewillbesusceptibletochipfracturesofthekneeandbowed tendons
 • MoreseriousthanbuckkneesTied-in at the Knee
 • Theflexortendonappearstobetooclosetothecannonbonejustbelow the knee
 • Thishorsewillbesusceptibletobowedtendons
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 Front Leg Defects Viewing from the FrontKnockKnees • Thekneeslieinsideparallellinesbisectingtheforelegs
 • Placesexcessstressontheouterkneeandstrainontheinsideligaments
 Bow Legs (Bandy-Legged)
 • Thekneeslieoutsideparallellinesbisectingtheforelegs
 • Placesexcessstressontheinnerkneeandstrainontheoutsideligament
 BenchKnees • Thecannonboneisoffsettotheoutsideoftheknee
 • Placesmorestressontheinsidesplintbones
 • Moresusceptibletosplintsorkneechips
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 Hind Leg DefectsHind Leg Defects Viewing from the SideSickle Hocks • Excessiveangulationofthehockjoint
 • Thehorseappearstobestandingunderfromthehockdown
 • Placesexcessstrainontheplanterligament
 • SusceptibletocurbsPost Legged • Insufficientangulationofthehockjoint
 • Theentirelegappearstoostraight
 • Thehindlegisusuallysetaheadofalinedroppedfromthepointofthe buttock
 • Thepasternsareusuallyalsotoostraight
 • Placesexcessstressonthefrontofthehockjointandonthestiflejoint
 • Susceptibletobogspavins,thoroughpinsorbonespavins
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 Hind Leg Defects Viewing from the RearCow Hocks • Thehocksaretooclosetogetherandpointtowardoneanother,
 causing the feet to be widely separated and often pointing outward
 • Oneoftheworsthindlegdefects
 • Placesexcessstressonthehockjointandstrainontheligaments
 • Susceptibletobonespavins,curbsorthoroughpinsBow Legged • Thehockslieoutsideparallellinesbisectingthehindlegs
 • Maycauseinterferencebecausehorsemovesnarrowerattheground than at the hock
 • Placesexcessstressonthehockjointandstrainontheligaments
 • Susceptibletobogspavins,curbsorthoroughpins
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 Front and/or Hind Leg DefectsFront and/or Hind Leg Defects Viewing from the SideStanding Under (Camped Under)Front Legs • Theentireforelegfromtheelbowdownistoofarunderthebody
 • PlacesexcessweightontheforelegsRear Legs • Theentirehindlegisplacedtoofarforwardunderthebody
 • Thehorsemayalsobesicklehockedorpostlegged;stressisthesame as for sickle hocks or post legged, respectively
 Camped Out Front Legs • TheentirehindlegisplacedtoofarbackRear Legs • Thehorsemayalsohavesteeprearpasternsand/orbesickle
 hocked; stress is the same as for sickle hocks
 Front Legs
 Rear Legs
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 Pastern and Hoof DefectsSteep Pasterns • Oftenaccompaniedbyasteepshoulder
 • Pasternlengthmaybeshortorlong
 • Increasestheeffectofconcussiononthefetlockjoint,pasternjointbone
 • Calleda“clubfoot”ifthehoofangleisalsotoosteep
 • Predisposedtoosselets,ringboneandnaviculardiseaseWeak Pasterns • Usuallytoolongandsloping
 • Inextremecases,thefetlockmaytouchthegroundwhenthehorsetravels
 • Predisposedtoinjuryofthetendons,ligamentsandthefetlockjointBroken Hoof/Pastern Axis (Angle)
 • Theangleofthepasternandtheangleofthehoofarenotthesame
 • Whenthepasternismoreslopedthanthefrontwallofthehoof,itis called a “coon” foot
 • Placesadditionalstrainonthetendonsandligaments
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 Viewing from the Front/RearBase Narrow • Theforelegs(hindlegs)areclosertogetheratthegroundthanat
 the top of the legBase Wide • Theforelegs(hindlegs)arefartherapartatthegroundthanatthe
 top of the leg
 • Maybeaccompaniedbytoeinortoeout(mostcommon)conformation
 • Placesmoreweightandstressontheinsideofthelegs
 • Predisposedtowindpuffs,ringboneandsideboneToe In (Pigeon Toed)
 • Thetoespointtowardeachother
 • UsuallyseenwithbasenarrowconformationToe Out (Splay Footed)
 • Thetoespointawayfromeachother
 • Maybeseenwitheitherbasenarroworbasewideconformation
 • Usuallypresentifthehorseiscowhocked
 Front
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 Travel (Way of Going) – Deviations from IdealViewing from the Front/RearPaddling (Winging Out)
 • Throwingthefeetoutwardwhileinmotion
 • Usuallyassociatedwithtoe-inconformationWinging (Winging In, Dishing)
 • Throwingthefeetinwardwhileinmotion
 • Usuallyassociatedwithtoe-outconformation
 • Moreseriousthanpaddlingsinceitmayleadtointerferencewhenthe horse moves
 Plaiting (Rope Walking)
 • Twistingofthestridinglegaroundthesupportinglegsothatthehorse appears to be walking tightrope
 • Oneforefootmayappeartolanddirectlyinfrontoftheother
 • Moreseriousthanpaddlingsinceitmayleadtointerferenceandstumbling
 Interference • Whenoneforeleg(hindleg)strikestheoppositeforeleg(hindleg)while in motion
 Front
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 Viewing from the SideOverreaching • Thehindfootstrikestheheeloftheforefootbeforetheforefoot
 leaves the ground
 • Ifthehorseisshod,thefrontshoemaybepulledoffbythehindfoot
 Forging • Thetoeofthehindfootstrikesthesoleorshoeoftheforefootwhilein motion
 Scalping • Thetoeoftheforefootstrikesthecoronarybandofthehindfoot
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 Locations of Unsoundnesses and Blemishes
 Note: No descriptions have be provided for:
 • StrainedTendons
 • Sprained Ligaments
 • Stifle Lameness (Loose Stifle)
 • Hip Lameness
 • Bruised Sole
 • Corns
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 Blemishes and UnsoundnessesDefinitionsBlemish (B) • Aninjuryorimperfectionwhichaffectsthevalueofthehorse,
 but not its serviceability. For example: wire cuts, rope burns, capped hocks, etc.
 Unsoundness (U) • Aninjuryorabnormalitywhichaffectsthevalueofthehorseand its serviceability. For example: blindness, ringbone, navicular disease, etc.
 Common Unsoundnesses and Blemishes
 Upper BodyBlindness (U) (Not on diagram)
 • Completelackofvisioninoneorbotheyes
 • Maybecausedbyinjuryordisease
 • Blindhorseswillnotreacttoquickmotionsneartheaffectedeye(s)
 Fistulous Withers (U)
 • Aninflammationofthewithers
 • UsuallycausedbybruisingHernia (U) (Not on diagram)
 • Theprotrusionofanyinternalorganthroughthebodywall
 • Usuallyseenintheabdominal,umbilicalorscrotalareasMonkey Mouth (U) (Not on diagram)
 • Ahereditaryconditioninwhichthelowerjawislongerthanthe upper jaw
 Parrot Mouth (U) (Not on diagram)
 • Ahereditaryconditioninwhichthelowerjawisshorterthanthe upper jaw
 Poll Evil (U) • Aninflamedareabetweentheears
 • UsuallycausedbyabruiseinthepollregionFeet and LegsBog Spavin (U, B) • Asoftfillingofthenaturaldepressiononthefrontandinside
 of the hock joint
 • Usuallyduetofaultyconformationorinjury
 • RarelycauseslamenessBone Spavin (U)(Jack Spavin)
 • Abonyenlargementontheinsideandfrontlowerhockwherethe hock tapers into the cannon bone
 • Usuallyduetofaultyconformationorinjury
 • Usuallycauseslameness
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 Bowed Tendon (U) • Anenlargementofanyorallofthetendonsandligamentsbehind the cannon
 • Causedbyexcessstretchingofthetendonduetostressorfaulty conformation
 • OccursmostcommonlyintheforelegsCapped Elbow (Soft Boil) (B)
 • Asoftfluid-filledorfirmswellingatthepointoftheelbow
 Capped Hock (U, B) • Afirmenlargementonthepointofthehock
 • Duetoinjury
 • RarelycauseslamenessContracted Heel (U, B)
 • Thehoofisnarrowerthannormal(contracted),especiallyatthe heel
 • Mostcommonintheforelegs
 • OftenduetoimpropershoeingCurb (U, B) • Anenlargementoftheligamentfoundontheupperrearpart
 of the cannon the hock (the plantar ligament)
 • Causedbyinjuryorfaultyconformation
 • MaycauselamenessFounder (Laminitis) (U) (Not on diagram)
 • Aninflammationofthesensitivelaminaeofthefoot
 • Characterizedbyhorizontal“founderrings”inthehoofwall
 • Usuallymoresevereinthefrontfeet
 • Inseverecases,thehorsemaystandcampedoutinfronttorelieve pressure on the front feet
 PoppedKnee(U, B) • Aswellingofthefrontoftheknee
 • UsuallycausedbyinjuryorconcussionRingbone (U, B) • Bonyenlargement(s)ononeormorebonesand/orjointsof
 the pastern region
 • Mostcommonintheforelegs
 • CausedbyinjuryorfaultyconformationSand Cracks (U, B) • Cracksinthehoofwall
 • Theymaystartatthecoronetandgodown,oratthebottomof the hoof wall and go up
 • UsuallycausedbyinjuryorinterferenceSidebone (U, B) • Bonyenlargement(s)aboveandtotherearofthehoof
 • Mostcommonintheforelegs
 • Usuallycausedbyconcussionduetofaultyconformation
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 Splint (U, B)
 • Acalcification(bonegrowth)ontheinsideoroutsideofthecannon bone
 • Mostcommonlyfoundinsidethefrontcannon
 • UsuallyduetoinjuryorfaultyconformationThoroughpin (U, B) • Apuffyswellingofthehollowabovethehockjoint
 • Moveablebyhandpressurefromonesideofthehocktotheother
 • Usuallyduetoinjuryorfaultyconformation
 • Rarelyaffectsthehorseaftertheinitiallamenesshasdisappeared
 Thrush (B) (Not on diagram)
 • Adiseaseofthefrogofthehoofcharacterizedbyablack,foul-smelling discharge
 • UsuallyresultsfromunsanitaryconditionsWindpuffs (B) • Puffy,fluid-filledswellingsatthetopofthefetlockjoint
 • Mostcommoninthehindlegs
 • Usuallyaresultofheavywork
 The Functional Aspects of Conformation
 The form of the ideal horse will give the horse superior function. Let’s look at each of the body parts and see how their form relates to their function.
 HeadThe size of the head should be in proportion to the size of the horse.
 If the head is too large:• thecenterofgravityisshiftedforward
 • thehorsetendstobeaheavymover
 • visionmayberestricted.
 If the head is too small:• thecenterofgravityisshiftedbackward
 • thehorsetendstobelightinfront
 • thereisinadequateroomfortheteethandotherinternalstructuresinthehead.
 The head should be of a triangular shape to increase the cranial or brain capacity. If the bridge of the nose is rounded, as in the roman nose, frontal vision is restricted.
 The eyes should be large and wide set to increase the horse’s field of vision. When the eyes are small and set back into the head, as in pig eye, vision is restricted, especially to the rear and the horse often has a nervous or unruly disposition.
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 The nostrils should be large and flaring to increase the airflow in and out of the lungs.
 The throatlatch should be wide and clean to provide room for breathing, swallowing and circulation, and to increase the ability of the horse to flex at the poll. An excessively large jaw, such as the platter jaw will reduce the ability of the horse to flex at the poll and may restrict breathing, blood circulation and swallowing.
 NeckBecause the horse uses the head and neck as a balancing arm, adequate length is required to maintain equilibrium and balance. With increased length of muscle, the range of movement of the shoulder and the length of the stride will increase.
 If the neck is too long:• theweightontheforehandincreases.
 If the neck is too short:• thelengthofstrideandsupplenessdecrease,asisoftenassociatedwithathick,
 heavy neck.
 A neck with a clean, arched shape is more flexible, especially at the poll. The shoulder rotation and the length of stride will also be increased. The ewe neck restricts flexation at the poll, restricts vision, and the horse tends to throw its head upward. A cresty necked horse carries more weight on the forelegs.
 The depth and set of the neck also affect the horse’s function. A trim neck set high into the shoulder decreases the weight on the forehand. A thick or low set neck increases the weight on the forehand.
 WithersWithers of a longer length have a greater area for muscle attachment. These muscles are required for:
 • raisingtheheadandneck
 • movingtheheadandneckfromsidetoside
 • rotationoftheshoulder
 • extensionofthespine.
 Long withers are frequently associated with well-sloped shoulders.
 Low, wide withers, referred to as mutton withers, are prone to injury if the saddle slides forward. It is hard to keep the saddle in place on mutton withers since the saddle is more likely to slip to one side.
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 ShoulderThe horse’s front leg is attached to the body only by muscle and tendons. The front legs are a sling which holds the body.
 A long shoulder or scapula increases the area of attachment and length of muscles, providing greater shoulder rotation, forearm extension and length of stride.
 The slope of the shoulder is measured along the scapular spine to the top of the withers, not from point of shoulder. A well-sloped shoulder provides shock absorption and allows the foreleg to be raised higher to allow the stride to be fully completed before the foot strikes the ground. A more sloping shoulder provides freedom of movement, elasticity of gait, lightens the forehand and decreases concussion. A steep shoulder decreases the length of stride, increases concussion on the forelegs and gives the horse a rougher gait.
 The muscling of the shoulder should be long and well-developed for strength and absorption of concussion. Too much muscle increases the weight on the forehand and decreases the freedom of movement.
 ArmThe size affects the function. The arm should be relatively short but well muscled. A well-sloped shoulder is usually accompanied by a fairly upright arm which allows for greater forward extension of the foreleg. An arm which is too long restricts the movement, and muscles tire quickly. An arm which is too short decreases the length of the stride.
 ChestThe chest should be wide, deep and well-muscled. This will increase the ability of the horse to move laterally. A chest that is too wide produces a laboring, waddling stride. When the chest is too narrow the horse may interfere when traveling.
 BarrelThe horse needs depth of heartgirth and spring of fore rib to provide adequate room for the maximum function of the heart and lungs. A lack of depth and spring of rib decreases the capacity of the heart and lung. A deep flank and spring of rear rib increases the digestive capacity and the foal carrying capacity in mares.
 Back and LoinThe only skeletal support in the loin is provided by the spinal column. Therefore, adequate muscling is necessary for additional strength. A swayback horse has restricted ability to pull it legs forward beneath the hindquarters. A roach back horse has restricted flexibility.
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 Hip and CroupA long hip and croup have longer muscles which increase the length of stride.
 The shape of the hip and croup vary according to body type. A more level hip and croup provide a long, flowing stride, while a more sloping hip and croup allow the hind legs to drive further underneath the body for power and speed.
 A rump which is too steep, or a goose rump, decreases the length of stride and speed, and increases the concussion on the hindlegs. A rafter hipped horse may interfere during traveling because of the lack of muscular support.
 HindquartersA well-muscled hindquarter is necessary for strength and power. The volume and length of muscling depend upon body type.
 Feet and Legsa. Forearm
 A longer forearm allows for greater extension of the foreleg. Long muscling provides greater contraction and lift of leg. Volume of muscling provides power and support for the lower leg.
 b. Knee
 The size of the knee affects the function of the horse. A large, clean, flat knee increases the area of attachment for tendons, ligaments and muscles, and increases the area of support to reduce stress on the knee.
 A buck kneed horse is susceptible to bowed tendons. A calf kneed horse is susceptible to chip fractures of the knee and bowed tendons. Calf knees are more serious than buck knees because the knee does not bend backwards.
 A horse which is tied-in at the knee is predisposed to bowed tendons.
 Knockkneescauseexcessstressontheouterkneeandstrainontheinsideligamentsof the forelegs. Bowlegs cause excess stress on the inner knee and strain on the outside ligaments to the forelegs. Bench knees cause more stress on the inside splint bones and the horse is predisposed to splints or knee chips.
 c. Gaskin
 A longer gaskin allows greater extension of the hindleg. Long muscling provides greater contraction and lift of the leg. A greater volume of muscling provides power and support for the lower leg.

Page 119
						

Judging Horses | Sec 2: Page 35
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 d. Hock
 A large, clean, flat hock provides greater surface area for the attachment of tendons, ligaments and muscles and increases the area of support to reduce stress on the hock.
 Sickled hocks place excess strain on the plantar ligament. A sickle hocked horse is predisposed to curbs.
 A post legged horse has excess stress placed on the front of the hock joint and on the stifle joint. A post legged horse is predisposed to bog spavins, thoroughpins, and bone spavins or upward fixation of the patella.
 A cow hocked horse has excess stress placed on the hock joint and strain on the ligaments. A cow hocked horse is predisposed to bone spavins, curbs or thoroughpins.
 Bowed legs cause excess stress on the hock joint and strain on the ligaments. A bow legged horse is predisposed to bog spavins, curbs or thoroughpins.
 e. Cannon
 The length of the cannon bone affects the function of the horse. A short cannon bone is stronger than a longer cannon bone. There is less mass to extend causing the horse to have a longer stride.
 f. Fetlock Joint
 A large fetlock joint provides greater surface area for the attachment of tendons and ligaments and reduces stress to the joint.
 g. Pastern
 The length and angulation of the pasterns are important. Moderately long, sloping pasterns help to absorb concussion.
 Steep pasterns increase the effect of concussion on the fetlock joint, pastern joint and navicular bone. A horse with steep pasterns is predisposed to osselets, ringbone and navicular disease.
 A horse with weak pasterns is susceptible to injury of the tendons, ligaments and the fetlock joint. A broken hoof/pastern axis or angle places additional strain on the tendons and ligaments.
 h. Hoof
 Adequate hoof size is necessary so the stress and concussion are distributed over a larger area.
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 i. Deviations Affecting the Entire Foreleg/Hindleg
 If the horse is camped under in front, there is excess weight on the forelegs. If the horse is camped under in the rear, the horse may also be sickle hocked or post legged.
 If the horse is camped out in the front, there is excess stress on the front of the knee and strain the ligaments and tendons. If the horse is camped out in the rear, the horse may also have steep rear pasterns and/or be sickle hocked.
 If the base of the foot is narrow, this may be accompanied by toe-in or toe-out conformation. There is more weight and stress placed on the outside of the legs and the horse is predisposed to windpuffs, ringbone and sidebone.
 If the base of the foot is wide, this may be accompanied by toe-in or, more commonly, toe-out conformation. This places more weight and stress on the inside of the legs and the horse is predisposed to windpuffs, ringbone and sidebone.
 If the horse toes in, or is pigeon toed, more weight and concussion is placed on the outside of the pastern and hoof. If the horse toes out, or is splay-footed, more weight and concussion is placed on the inside of the pastern and hoof.
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 Sample ReasonsGood afternoon, I placed this class of Aged Quarter Horse Mares 3 2 4 1.
 I placed 3 at the top of the class because she was the most balanced, most stylish mare in the class.
 In the top pair, I placed 3, the sorrel, over 2. 3 was a more balanced mare that exhibited a longer, trimmer neck that set in higher to the shoulder. She had a shorter, straighter back with a longer underline that resulted in a straighter, smoother, more efficient ground covering stride. She showed more breed character about the head. She was more refined from eye to muzzle, has a shorter neater ear and had a more prominent jaw.
 Moving to the middle pair, I placed 2, the bay, over 4. 2 was a heavier muscled mare. She was more V-ed up in her chest and was heavier muscled both inside and outside in her forearm and gaskin. She was a neater balanced mare, being leveler over her croup and was shorter and stronger in her back. She was also longer in her underline as compared to her topline. I grant that 4 was a taller, more upstanding mare that traveled straighter and truer.
 In reference to the bottom pair, I placed 4, the black, over 1. 4 was a larger, heavier muscled mare – heavier muscled through her forearm and shoulder, stronger through her loin. 4 was wider and thicker through her stifle, quarter and gaskin. She was the straightest, most correctly moving mare in the class at the walk and trot. I admit that 4 was thick in the throatlatch and grant that 1 showed more bloom and vigour to her haircoat.
 I criticize 1 and placed her at the bottom of the class because she was the smallest, lightest muscled mare. She was lighter in her forearm and gaskin and light through the hip.
 For these reasons I placed this class of Aged Quarter Horse Mares 3 2 4 1.
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 Judging Sheep
 The aim of a profitable sheep industry is:
 1. To efficiently produce the type and quality of carcass desired by the consumer.
 2. To produce the quality of wool desired by the consumer.
 This is not easy. To accomplish this as a producer of sheep, you must be knowledgeable about the type and quality of the sheep you purchase and know how to feed and manage them so you can achieve the desired results.
 The following information will make the task of selecting quality sheep easier for you. The objective of this unit is to:
 1. Give you the background knowledge about the structure and the function of the sheep, so you know the important points to consider when judging sheep.
 2. Show you how to determine if a particular animal possesses these important traits.
 First, we need to learn about the parts of the sheep. Other than the names of the parts of the body, judging sheep and judging beef are very similar - sheep just come in a smaller package.
 Parts of the Sheep
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 Second, you need to know how to judge and prepare your reasons. For detailed information, consult Section 1 - Judging.
 Third, you must know the specific terminology to use when judging sheep. The information provided in this unit is designed as an introduction only. There is always more to know. Talk to local sheep breeders, judges and breed associations to gather more information on judging sheep.
 Now - take these three things and put them to use. Good judging!
 Judging the Market LambWhen judging market lambs, there are two main areas you must analyze. These are:
 • muscling
 • finish
 Once you have determined the quality of muscling and finish, analyze the general appearance and the size and frame of the lambs.
 Follow the steps below when judging market lambs. Judging will become easier if you follow the same system each time you judge.
 View from a distanceYou must always compare. First, look at the animals from a distance of 6 to 8 meters away. View them from three angles - rear, front and side. Compare these things as you view the sheep from a distance.
 From the rear• Fullandleveloverthedock.Thedockmustbelongenoughtocovertheanusinram
 lambs and the vulva in ewe lambs. (Refer to the Canadian Code of Practice, page 12.)
 • Longfromhookstopins
 • Muscle expression in the rear quarter
 • Deep, wide and thick leg
 • Thick across rump, loin, back
 • Trim through the middle
 • Rear legs that have good angle at the hocks
 • Quality of fleece
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 From the front• Muscular forearm
 • Deep and wide through chest
 • Refined head
 • Evidence of breed character
 • Straight forelegs
 • Slim, clean neck
 • Smooth shoulders
 • Wide over the shoulders
 From the side• Balance
 • Deep and full through leg
 • Size and scale
 • Trim middle
 • Cleanness in fore, rear flanks
 • Well placed feet and legs
 • Long body
 • Style
 • Long and strong on top
 • Strong bone
 • Long and level rump
 • Proportion of weight in the leg, loin and rack
 • Straightfeetandlegs
 Handling the Market LambAfter you have viewed the lambs from a distance, you are ready to move in close and examine each lamb individually.
 To accurately determine the muscling and finish on a market lamb, you must handle it. Only a very experienced judge can estimate the muscle and finish on a lamb without handling it. Even the most experienced judge will be more accurate if he or she can handle the animal.
 The way the sheep stands when you handle it will affect your results. Make sure the sheep is standing squarely on all four legs. Handle the lambs gently but firmly. Always keep your fingers together as you feel the lamb, pressing firmly with fingers flat and with the ball of your hand. Handle every lamb exactly the same so you can make accurate comparisons between the lambs.
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 Determining the fat cover on a market lambDetermine the fat cover over the top (backbone):Start at the rump and work your hand towards the front of lamb, running the flat of your hand over the back bone to determine the amount of fat covering.
 Determine the fat cover over the ribs:Move down to the sides of lamb and check the finish over the ribs.
 A lamb which is too thin will have less than 0.25 cm of finish. The backbone will be very prominent and sharp. Each rib will be sharp and easy to feel. There will be a slight hollow between each rib.
 A correctly finished lamb will have 0.25 to 0.65 cm of finish. The backbone and the ribs will be easily felt but not sharp. There will be no hollow feeling between the ribs.
 A lamb that is too fat will have over 0.65 cm of finish. It will be very smooth over the top and you will have difficulty finding the back bone. You will be able to feel the ribs, but not distinguish one from the next.
 Body condition scoring (BCS) is a basic production skill all shepherds must have to effectively assess body condition of their sheep to determine if feeding program is working, if the animals are gaining or losing weight, if the animal is ready for breeding/lambing or for market or show. For more information on body condition scoring (BCS), refer to the Western Canadian Production Manual or the Canadian Code of Practice for Sheep Production.
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 Determining the muscle on your market lambWhen you are handling the lamb to determine the amount of muscle, give the most attention to the hindsaddle - that’s the loin, rump and leg. This area of the lamb produces the most valuable cuts of meat. Stand behind the lambs. They should be structurally correct, wide and well muscled but not over-fat.
 Indications of muscling are:
 • thickness and firmness through the leg
 • naturalthicknessoverthetop
 • thicknessintheforearmandoverthestifle
 Determining the muscling of a market lambCheck the length from the last rib to the base of the dock.
 Check the length, width and depth of the loin. Look for a thick, deep, firm, well-muscled loin.
 Check the length, width and depth of the rump.
 Determine the depth and volume of muscle in the leg.
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 The Ideal Market LambWhen judging market lambs, the main areas of emphasis are muscle and finish. Structural correctness is of lesser importance. Think of your market lamb as a profitable package of meat ready for market.
 Consumers want to buy high quality, lean and tender meat.
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 General AppearanceYour ideal market lamb will have these characteristics:
 Liveweight 40 to 55 kg
 Size not necessarily tall (leg bones are not a saleable cut) adequate frame and body capacity showing depth and spring of rib
 Back long and straight greatest length from last rib to base of the dock
 Loin long, wide, deep and muscular large loin eye area
 Rump long, level and broad
 Legs straight and well placed under corners of the body rear legs filled with muscle - deep, wide and thick muscle extends down to the hocks
 ConformationConformation is the general shape and structure of the lamb. The ideal lamb is wedge shaped as you look from above. Viewing from the rear, the ideal lamb will be widest through the stifle area.
 BalanceBalance is the proportion of the body parts to one another and how well they blend together. The ideal lamb is smooth and well balanced. The greatest proportion of weight is in the area of those high priced cuts.
 Wholesale Cuts of a Sheep Carcass
 High Priced Low Priced1. Leg
 2. Loin
 3. Rack
 4. Shoulder
 5. Breast
 6. Flank
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 MuscleYou can best determine the amount of muscle on the live lamb by examining the:
 • forearm
 • legoverthestiflejoint
 • loin.
 There are three dimensions to muscle - length, width and depth. You must consider all of these when you determine the amount of muscle on your lamb. The ideal lamb has long, wide and deep or thick muscle.
 Over 60% of the value of the lamb comes from the leg and loin. The leg and loin are only 25% of the live weight. Therefore, your ideal market lamb is correctly finished and heavily muscled with good conformation, balance and quality.
 FinishFinish is the amount of external fat the lamb is carrying. Enough fat cover to be healthy is essential, it also makes your lamb look good. Too much fat is not only discounted in the market price you get for your lamb, it has to be trimmed from consumer cuts. It costs you money to produce and costs the market money to remove it. Handle those areas where there should be no fat - the point of the shoulder and the rear flanks. Fat cover on the live lamb can be determined by looking at the:
 • finishoverthebackbone
 • fataroundthedock
 • finishovertherib
 • fillintheflank
 • fillbehindtheshoulder
 • fatinthetwistandthebrisket.
 Feel these areas to determine the amount of finish. A hard, bare touch indicates a lack of finish. A soft, mellow touch indicates too much finish. On the ideal market lamb, you will be able to feel the outline of the backbone and the ribs on the lamb. It takes practice and experience to differentiate between fat and muscle.
 Dressing PercentageThis is the carcass yield from a live animal. It depends on a number of factors such as genetics, age, feeding program, fleece length and cleanliness. The dressing percentage will be higher if the lamb is heavily muscled. The dressing percentage will be lower if the lamb is over fat, gutty or heavy fleeced.
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 Performance InformationIf it is available, look at the performance information on the lamb (birth type / birth date / weight; weaning date / weight; market or show date / weight). Young fast gaining lambs are preferable to older, slower growing lambs. You can see the difference in the length and type of fleece – a young growthy lamb has a short, tight and lusterous fleece.
 Remember that the goal of the sheep producer is to efficiently and profitably produce a quality carcass. Our industry needs to compete effectively in the years to come, so we need to produce growthy, well muscled lambs to meet the demands of consumers.
 Market Lamb TerminologyOne of the most confusing things about judging sheep is the terminology the judge uses when explaining how he judged the sheep. Following are some of the terms the market lamb judge uses. These terms are samples of the terms you should be using in your reasons.
 Muscling • Longerintherump,withmoretotaldimensiontotheleg
 • Thickest, heaviest muscled lamb in the class
 • Showed more total volume of leg
 • Showed more muscle expression in the lower leg
 • Longest hindsaddled lamb in the class, with more length in the loin
 • Wider topped lamb with more thickness over the loin edge
 • Stood wider on the rear legs
 • Thicker, more squared rump
 • Showed more muscling in the forearm
 • Carried out longer and squarer to the dock
 • Fuller behind the shoulder
 • Widest through the stifle
 • Showed more evidence of muscling through the stifle regionFinish • A firmer finished lamb
 • Firmer handling lamb
 • More uniformly covered, with a more desirable degree of finish
 • Cleaner designed, trimmer lamb
 • Lamb that is trimmer up front and cleaner through his underline
 • More correctly and uniformly finished lamb
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 General Appearance
 • Larger, growthier lamb
 • Taller, more upstanding wether
 • Shows more size and scale
 • More length of hindsaddle
 • More depth of body
 • Largest framed, longest bodied, heaviest muscled lamb in the class
 • Showed more balance overall
 • Straighter in his lines and more correct on his feet and legs
 • Stronger topped lamb
 • Cleaner fronted and smoother shouldered
 • Longer bodied, cleaner fronted, and trimmer through the middle
 Sample Reasons - Market LambsI placed this class of market lambs 1 2 3 4.
 I placed 1 at the top of the class and over 2 because 1 was a meatier, more heavily muscled, thicker lamb than 2. 1 showed more width, depth and length of loin, a squarer rump and a heavier muscled leg of lamb than 2. 1 was also deeper in the heart girth and more uniform in width and depth of body than 2. I grant that 2 was trimmer through the middle than 1.
 I placed 2 over 3 because 2 was a cleaner cut, trimmer, longer bodied lamb than 3. 2 showed a more correct degree of finish over the back, loin and down the rib than 3. 2 had more length in the rump and a larger, meatier leg of lamb than 3.
 I placed 3 over 4 because 3 had more thickness, muscling and quality than 4. 3 was heavier muscled over the topline, more uniform and firmer in muscling and more uniformly thick throughout than 4. 3 was also fuller behind the shoulder than 4. I grant that 4 was straighter over the topline and trimmer through the middle than 3.
 I placed 4 at the bottom of the class because 4 lacked the finish, muscling and overall quality of the other lambs in the class.
 These are my reasons for placing this class of market lambs 1 2 3 4.
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 Judging Breeding SheepIt is very difficult to visually assess an animal on one day of its life and determine its value to a flock owner. Selecting animals that follow breed type and have correct physical conformation is one step in a flock selection program.
 Judge breeding sheep very similarly to the market lamb. Determine the amounts of muscle and finish, but place more emphasis on the structural correctness and the breed characteristics.
 There is a difference between judging wool breeds and meat breeds. There are also dairy and hair breeds of sheep which are not being considered here. In the wool breeds, 25% of the score is based on the wool. In the meat breeds, only 10% is based on the wool.
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 QualityGood quality is desirable whether you are selecting breeding or market sheep. Signs of quality in sheep are:
 • cleancutwellshapedhead
 • boneofamplesizeandcleanjoints
 • minimumamountofsmoothandevenlydistributedfinish
 • bright,densefleece
 • pinkskin
 • symmetricallybalancedbody.
 Size and CapacityLarger animals are more desirable provided they are sound and have quality, balance and smoothness. There is an economic balance between body size and feed requirements that must be considered in profitable sheep production. Size varies with the breed. Be familiar with the characteristics of the breed you are judging.
 Capacity is the size of the animal in relation to its ability to take in food and reproduce. To determine this, look at the depth through the heart and the width through the chest. A ewe must have the capacity to reproduce effectively.
 Head and NeckThe neck should be trim, well set and of moderate length. The style of the head varies with the breed, but the head should always have a broad forehead, be open or free of wool down the nose and have plenty of width between the eyes and ears. The eyes should be bright, healthy and alert. The teeth should be fully functional.
 Normal Mouth Undershot Jaw Overshot Jaw • True,evenbite
 • Teethmeetevenlywithedge of upper pad
 • “Parrotmouth”
 • Upperjawtoolong
 • Lowerjawtoolong,teeth extend beyond the pad
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 ShouldersThe shoulders should be joined neatly at the top with a minimum of flesh covering and blend smoothly with the neck. The chest should be wide and full to indicate capacity. The chest should be neat and trim and fit cleanly and tightly into the neck, shoulders and chest regions.
 ConditionCondition is the amount of fat cover. In breeding classes, use the term condition rather than finish. When judging breeding animals, put more emphasis on muscling than on condition as you are not judging the animals as ready for market.
 Breed and Sex CharacterSex character refers to those distinguishing features which differentiate males and females.
 Rams should be masculine. They should be powerful with strong bones, and strong, bold heads and necks.
 Ewes should be feminine. The bone of a ewe is smaller and more refined than that of a ram. The ewe must still be large and substantial enough to be a strong mother.
 Each breed has specific breed characteristics. Again, know the specific characteristics of the breed you are judging.
 BalanceBalance is extremely important in livestock selection. Balance refers to the parts of the body in proportion to one another and how well those parts blend together as the animal moves. A well balanced animal moves freely, has a desirable style and general appearance where all parts fit together well.
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 Feet, Legs, BoneStrong, straight legs and pasterns with adequate bone are essential for breeding sheep. Hind legs that are too straight (post legs) will contribute to lameness and difficulty in moving in breeding animals. The legs should be of ample bone, wide set and squarely placed under the animal. The pasterns should be short and strong with the toes rather close together. Pasterns that are flat or crooked in a young animal worsen as the animal ages and contribute to difficult movement. To produce well the breeding animal should move freely and easily with no evidence of unsoundness.
 Some of the defects which cause unsoundness in the feet and legs of sheep are shown below.
 Sickle hocked Cow hocked (too much set to the hocks) (hocks too close together)
 Post Legs Weak Pastern (too little set to the hocks) (short, strong pasterns desired)
 FleeceInspect the fleece and mention it in your reasons if it is a factor in your placing. Remember that the finest wool quality is found at the side of the shoulder and the coarsest quality wool is found at the breech (hind leg).
 Visual grading of wool is a specialized skill requiring training and experience. However, generally look at these things when evaluating the fleece: fineness, length, density,
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 uniformity, character, purity, soundness, foreign matter, colour and covering. Look for a long fiber, a distinct wave and density in the fleece. The fleece should be uniform in grade or fineness from shoulder to breech (hind leg). A bright fleece and pink skin indicate a healthy animal.
 For more information on the wool or fleece, look at the Sheep Project Manual, Unit 17 - Wool.

Page 138
						

Sec 2: Page 16 | Judging Sheep
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 Scorecard For Breeding Sheep Perfect Score Wool Meat Breeds Breeds
 Body Conformation ............................................................................................ 25 40• skeletalstructure
 • musclingismoreimportantthancondition
 • sizeandscaleofanimalshouldbeaccordingtobreed
 Feet, Legs and Bone ........................................................................................... 20 20• strong,straightlegswithheavyboneare
 a must in breeding sheep
 • legssetonfourcornersofbody
 • soundfeetandlegs
 Breed and Sex Character ................................................................................... 20 20• ramsshouldbemasculinewithstrongbones
 • ewesshouldbemorerefined
 • characteristicsshouldbeaccordingtobreed
 Fleece ..................................................................................................................... 25 10• blackfiberisnotdesirable
 • thefinestqualitywoolinthefleeceisfoundatthesideofthe shoulder
 • length-longfiberisdesirablecharacter-lookforadistinct wave density
 • fleeceshouldbeclean,shinyanduniformingrade or fineness from shoulder to breech (hind leg)
 • brightfleeceandpinkskinindicateahealthyanimal
 General Appearance ........................................................................................... 10 10 • overallappearanceshouldbepleasing
 • proportionatelybalancedthroughout
 Total .......................................................................................................................100 100
 Source: Ontario Sheep Marketing Agency
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 Breed Standards Of ExcellenceTo help you understand more about the differences between the breeds, this chart summarizes the characteristics of three common breeds.
 Suffolk Dorset HampshireHead black face
 hornlesslong muzzlewrinkle free
 neat, white facelarge nostrilsbroad muzzlewool covered crown
 open facedwool caphornlessbrown or black polled or horned
 Ears long, bell shapedblackfine texturedflip up on endsbrightfull
 medium sizemedium lengthshort white hairprominentbright
 medium sizelong, thickfree of wooldark in colour
 Neck moderate lengthwell blendedwrinkle free
 moderate lengthtrim, well setwrinkle free
 moderate lengthwell setwrinkle free
 Chest moderately deepwell defined
 moderately deepwell defined
 moderately deepwell defined
 Back long, straightstronglong, thick loinlong level rumpmoderate capacity
 long, straightstrongadequate lengthlong, thick loinlong, level rumpmoderate capacity
 long, straightstronglong, level rumplong, thick loinlong from rib to dockstrong top
 Legs blacklong, straightwell placed
 moderately longfree of woolmuscular rear legs
 long, straightwell placedfree of woolmuscular rear legs
 Feet short, strongtoes close
 short, strongtoes closewhite hooves
 short, strongtoes close
 Fleece denseno black fibersuniform
 denseno black fibersuniform
 good length no black fibers denseuniform
 Skin fine, soft, pink soft, pink pink
 For more information on these breeds, contact the sheep breed associations or the Canadian Sheep Breeders Association.
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 Breeding Sheep TerminologyWhen you judge breeding sheep, give attention to size, soundness, breed character, length and muscling. Your sheep should walk freely and easily. Rams should be masculine. Ewes should be feminine and more refined.
 The following terms are samples of the terms you should be using in your reasons when judging breeding sheep.
 Size • Exhibitedmoresize,scaleandvolume
 • Largerframed,growthierewewithmoresizeandscale
 • Morewidthtoherchestfloor
 • Morespringtoherrib
 • More overall capacity
 • Bigger,stretchierewewithmorelengthtohindsaddle
 • MorewidthanddepthofheartandoverallspringofribHead • Showedmorebreedcharacteraboutthehead
 • Morefeminineheaded(ewes)
 • Moremasculineheaded(rams)
 • Moreopenfaced
 • Suffolkhead-blackerabouttheheadandears
 • Longer,cleaner,morefemininehead
 • LongerearwithamoredesirablesetStructure • Heavierboned,straighterlegged,squarerstandingewe
 • Moreupstanding,longerleggedewewithmorestructuralcorrectness
 • Largerframed,heavierbonedewe
 • Talleratthepointoftheshoulder
 • GreaterlengthofhindsaddleCapacity • Smootherfronted,blendedmoresmoothlyintheshoulder
 • Morewidththroughthechestfloor,moreboldnesstotherib
 • Biggervolumedewewithmoretotalcapacity
 • Deeper,widerchestedewewithmoresubstanceandvolume
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 Muscling • Fullerbehindtheshoulder
 • Widerinthestifleregion
 • Carriedoutlongerandsquarertothedock
 • Aheaviermuscledewewithmorenaturalthicknessdownthetop
 • Morethicknessovertheloinandmorevolumeofmuscletotheleg
 • Strongertopped,thickermuscledewe
 • Longerrumpedandthickerthroughtheleg
 • Aewewithmorenaturalthicknessthroughoutthebody
 • MoremusclingoverthetopandmoreflaretotherumpCondition When judging the breeding ewe, mention condition only if the ewe is
 very fat or very thin.
 • Afat,overconditionedewe
 • Anextremelyunderconditionedewe
 • Athin,underconditionedeweQuality, Balance, Femininity
 • Higherquality,morebalancedewe
 • Morefeminineheadandmorefreeofwoolabouttheeye
 • Longernecked,cleanerfrontedewe
 • Typierewewithmoreeyeappeal
 • Longer,smootherneckedewe
 • Morestylisheweshowingmoresmoothnessandquality
 • Neaterfrontedewe
 • SmoothershoulderedeweFleece • Alonger,denserfleece
 • Moreuniform,denserfleecefreeofblackfibers
 Sample Reasons - Hampshire Breeding EwesI placed this class of Hampshire breeding ewes 4 2 3 1.
 I placed 4 over 2 because 4 was a stretchier ewe showing more size, scale and Hampshire breed character than 2. 4 was wider over the shoulder, back and loin, fuller in the heart and longer and leveler in the rump than 2. I grant that 2 stood straighter on her front legs and has a denser fleece than 4.
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 I placed 2 over 3 because 2 showed a straighter topline and more spring of rib than 3. 2 was wider fronted and wider and stronger through the loin than 3. 2 was tighter in her fleece and stood straighter on her front legs than 3. I admit that 3 was more open faced and deeper bodied than 2.
 I placed 3 over 1 because 3 was longer bodied, more balanced and more open faced than 1. 3 showed more thickness over the top, and was longer, leveler and squarer in the rump than 1. I grant that 1 was stronger over the top than 3.
 I placed 1 at the bottom of the class because 1 was the smallest ewe in the class, and was narrow in her rump and light in her leg.
 These are my reasons for placing this class of Hampshire breeding ewes 4 2 3 1.
 Primary Purpose of Sheep BreedsThe following table lists the primary purpose of sheep breeds in North America.
 Meat Wool Dual Purpose Dairy
 Border Cheviot Bluefaced Leicester Border Leicester East Friesian
 Clun Forest Cotswold Columbia
 Dorpor Delaine Merino Coopworth
 Dorset Icelandic Corriedale
 Hampshire Karakul Finn
 Katahdin Leicester Longwool Lincoln
 Montadale Rambouillet Perendale
 North Country Cheviot
 Shetland Polypay
 Oxford Targhee Romney
 Romanov
 Royal White
 Shropshire
 Southdown
 St. Croix
 Suffolk
 Texel
 Tunis
 Wiltshire Horn
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 Judging Swine
 Step one to becoming a successful swine judge is to learn the parts of the body.
 Parts of the Swine
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 Step two is to become familiar with the wholesale cuts of pork. In the hog, the high priced wholesale cuts are the ham and the loin.
 Step three is to take all the knowledge you have and put it into practice. The following pages will provide you with all of the information you need to become a successful swine judge. It’s up to you from here!
 Hints For Judging SwineA class of swine may be more difficult to judge than other species of livestock because the four animals are often loose in a pen. Each of the animals will be identified by a number on its back. Since the animals are moving around in the pen and you are judging them as they move, you must see each of them accurately and compare them.
 This task is easier if someone moves the animals around the pen while you stand back and watch them. Don’t get in or look from above until you have thoroughly viewed them from a distance.
 Examine each pig individually. Set your sights on one pig. Thoroughly evaluate him in comparison to your ideal pig, noting his strengths and weaknesses. Examine his topline, back, loin, ham and rump as seen from the side. Note the set of the feet and legs. Study his conformation from the rear. Move on to your next pig and repeat.
 Complete the same process for each pig individually before you begin to compare them to each other.
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 From each of the three views, evaluate these things:
 Front view• Trimness of jowl and neck
 • Width and depth of chest
 • Correctness of front feet and legs
 • Degree of finish or fat cover over the top
 • Breedcharacter
 Side View• Conformation and general balance
 • The degree of muscling and fat
 • Length and depth of side
 • Levelness of topline
 • Trimness of jowl
 • Trimness of underline
 • Straightness of legs
 • Strength of pasterns
 • Qualityofhead,hide,hairandbone
 Rear View• Setofthetail
 • Musclepatternintheham
 • Correctnessofrearfeetandlegs
 • Strengthofpasterns
 • Levelnessoftopline
 The emphasis which you place on each of these characteristics will depend upon whether you are judging market or breeding swine.
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 Judging Market SwineConformationConformation is the general body shape and features of the pig as determined by his framework or his skeleton and muscle structure. The ideal market hog is three dimensional - he is medium tall, long and wide. Market hogs are either barrows (castrated males) or gilts (young females who have not farrowed).
 BalanceIn the market hog, balance is also important. A well balanced hog will be tight middled, with a smooth blending and proportion of body parts. A poorly balanced hog will be long necked, high and narrow shouldered, heavy middled and short rumped. Never criticize a hog for being off balance because of an over abundance of ham.
 MuscleThe ideal muscle pattern in today’s hog is long and smooth.
 When evaluating the hog, make sure that what you are seeing is muscle and not fat. The best way to do this is by feeling the body of the hog. Muscle will be firm and bulging. Fat will be much softer, often feeling squishy or like jello.
 A heavily muscled hog will have a plump, firm, deep, thick meaty ham and long rump. When viewed from the rear, the lower part of the ham should be the widest part of the hog. The ham should extend well down onto the hock. The hog should be muscular over the shoulders with a wide chest and the loin wide along the back. The muscles meet the spine at the very top of the animal. If there is a groove along the top of the animal all the way to the tail, it indicates that there is significant muscling of the loin and that the space between the muscle is not covered with an abundance of fat.
 FinishA small amount of fat or finish is desirable in market hogs. A large amount of fat is very undesirable in today’s market hog.
 Backfat is the best indicator of total fatness in hogs. Although we do not actually measure the backfat thickness when we judge hogs, there are some traits which we can use to estimate it.
 The best indication of too much backfat is a soft, square top. Others are a heavy, wasty jowl, a soft, wasty middle, and a looseness in the lower ham and crotch region.
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 You can best see excess finish or body fat by looking in these areas:
 1. the lower ham
 2. over the topline
 3. jowl
 4. middle
 5. elbow pocket
 6. behind the shoulder.
 Hogs which are extremely over finished and wasty will exhibit these characteristics:
 • bulgeoffatovertheribcage
 • thickrolloffatovertheloin
 • heavy,fulljowls,flanks
 • tailsetdeep,betweenrollsoffat
 • deepinthecrotch
 • rolls of fat in the elbow.
 Size and ScaleAlongwithadequatemuscling,themarkethogmusthavesizeandscale.Keepinmindthat long, rangy hogs without muscling are not desirable.
 Market hogs with size and scale will have adequate length of side, capacity and adequate bone and length of leg. In contrast, pigs without enough size and scale, even if they are muscular, tend to be dumpy, short sided and short legged.
 StructureCorrect feet and legs are necessary for breeding and market stock. The legs must have adequate bone and straight, strong legs for a long productive life.
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 Excellent Type Market HogCorrectly finished, full in the ham, wide loin, trim and smooth throughout.
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 Poor Type Market HogOver finished, wasty, short, thick, and wide in the body.
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 Poor Type Market HogUnder finished, narrow, shallow and cut up in the ham.
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 Market Hog Scorecard Perfect Score
 General Appearance ........................................................................................................................35Weight 0 - 110 kgs at 6 to 7 months ..................................................................... 5
 Condition deep, uniform covering of flesh, especially in the ham and loin .................................................................................. 10
 Form long, level, smooth, reasonably deep, controlled vigorous movement ........................................................... 10
 Quality hair fine, lying close to skin; skin thin and smooth; no bunches of fat or wrinkles; legs medium length, squarely set, clean cut, straight, firm; feet medium size, toes slightly apart. .......................................................................... 10
 Forequarters ...................................................................................................................................... 16Head moderate length and size, trim, forehead wide ................................ 2 Snout- medium in length, slight dish Eyes - medium size, clear and bright Ears - trim, medium size Keepinmindthattherearesomebreeddifferences
 Jowl light, trim ........................................................................................................ 2
 Neck medium length, width and depth, trim; smoothly blended with shoulders ........................................................ 2
 Shoulders free from roughness, open, not bulging, flat on top ....................... 8
 Breast moderately wide, full ................................................................................. 2
 Body ......................................................................................................................................................33Chest deep, full girth .............................................................................................. 4
 Back long, oval, uniform in width with shoulders and rump slightly arched, no evidence of excess fat at break of rib ........................................................................ 12
 Sides long, smooth, deep; ribs uniformly sprung ........................................ 8
 Belly trim, firm, thick; flank full and well let down, not flabby; underline straight, clean and trim ................................... 9
 Hindquarters ..................................................................................................................................... 16Hips smooth, wide; proportionate to rest of body .....................................2
 Rump long, even, straight, well rounded toward tail .................................. 2
 Hams full, tapering toward hock; firm, free of wrinkles ........................... 12
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100
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 Note: This score card is designed as a guideline to help you understand the relative importance of the body parts, and the locations on which you should put the most emphasis.
 Terminology For Market SwineUse the following comparative terminology together with the specific body part you are referring to. Remember to move from general to more specific information as you compare each pair.
 Conformation larger stretchiertaller more sizelonger more scalewider more stylishstronger more capacity broader
 Muscle meatier more widthmore flaring more muscle expressionthicker carries furtherfirmer heavier muscled deeper plumperfuller
 Finish trimmer firmerless wasty freer from waste cleanerneater
 Sample ReasonsDuroc Market BarrowsI placed this class of Duroc market barrows 2 3 1 4.
 I placed 2 over 3 because 2 was a longer, stretchier barrow with more desirable finish. 2 was trimmer and firmer through his side and trimmer about his middle, shoulders and jowl than 3. I grant 3 has more thickness through the center of the ham than 2.
 I placed 3 over 1 because 3 is heavier muscled than 1. 3 has a greater arch of back and more muscling over the back and loin than 1. Furthermore, 3 stood wider through his ham than 1 and showed more evidence of muscling in the hind quarter than 1. I realize that 1 was a smoother, higher quality barrow showing more scale than 3.
 I placed 1 over 4 as 1 was a much trimmer barrow with more scale and more length and quality of leg than 4. 1 was a longer sided barrow, cleaner down his top and more
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 desirable turned over his loin edge than 4. 1 was trimmer throughout and will hang a longer, trimmer carcass than 4.
 I grant that 4 was thicker through his lower ham than 1. However, I placed 4 last as he was over-finished and wasty through the middle and jowl, and is the fattest, wastiest barrow in the class.
 These are my reasons for placing this class of Duroc market barrows 2 3 1 4.
 Judging Breeding SwineBreeding swine should have the same general body conformation as market hogs. The same terminology can also be used. The main difference between market and breeding swine is that in breeding, you place more emphasis on structural soundness.
 Selecting productive, performance oriented breeding stock is the first step in breeding quality swine. Productive breeding stock is sound in conformation, fast growing, muscular, lean and reproductively efficient. If you select swine with these characteristics, your chances of being a successful operator are increased.
 In today’s confinement rearing of hogs, structural soundness is necessary. Because of the demand for sound, fast growing, durable and efficient breeding stock, breeding stock suppliers must produce livestock which will adapt to the breeding pens, farrowing crates and finishing floors.
 Structural SoundnessThe characteristics of structurally sound breeding stock are:• slopingshoulder,forearmandpastern
 • level rump
 • high tail setting
 • proper set to the hock joint
 • spring or flexion in the hock
 • leveltop
 • moderate length of neck
 • large, even sized toes, slightly apart
 • legs placed squarely under the body.
 These characteristics will allow the animal to move freely and soundly on pasture or in confinement. The sow must be able to get up and down in the farrowing crates. Boars must be able to service the sows comfortably.
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 Ideal Gilt
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 Feet and LegsIn breeding swine, structurally correct feet and legs are very important.
 Ideal Fore Legs• Slopingshoulder,forearmandpasternserveasfrontshockabsorbers
 • Large,even-sizedtoes,slightlyapart
 • StraightwithstrongpasternsIdeal Hind Legs• Springorflexioninthehockjointprovidesacushioningeffect
 • Movesoundlyandfreely
 • Large,even-sizedtoes,slightlyapart
 • Propersettothehocks
 • Legssquarelyunderthebody
 • Strongpasternswithgoodbones
 The front legs should angle out of the shoulder into a long, sloping pastern. If the shoulder is too straight, there will be more pressure at the shoulder and knee joints. Because the knee offers little resistance to pressure, the front legs will buckle over.
 The front legs should reach forward with a long, loose stride. Short, choppy front leg movement comes with straight shoulders, steep pasterns and strongly arched tops.
 In normal rear leg placement, the hocks are slightly closer together, and the toes are turned slightly to the outside. With this placement, the joints will absorb the shock equally.
 The rear legs should have long, loose strides with good cushion in both the hocks and pasterns.
 Large bone size is desirable and important for durability, as long as the animal is structurally correct. The hog must move freely, with the body weight distributed equally on all eight toes.
 Growth RateFast growing breeding stock are a must. You cannot measure growth by visual appraisal alone. Performance must be documented to give you accurate information on the actual performance of the animal. If growth records are available, inspect them and use them in your evaluation class.
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 Head, Neck, Jowl and Shoulders
 The ideal• Jowlisfirmandtrimwithnosignofflabbiness
 • Neckisofmediumlengthandblendssmoothlyintoshoulder
 • Shouldersfreeofwrinklesandmuscular
 • Headistrim,widebetweentheeyes,cleancut
 • Snoutisofmediumlengthandstraight
 • Broadthroughthechest
 HamThe ham is one of the most expensive retail cuts on a hog. Therefore, it is critical that the ham be desirable.
 The ideal• Outsideofthehambulges
 • Goodwidththroughcenteroftheham
 • Musclingextendsfardownthehock
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 Rump
 The ideal• Longrump,withagradualslopetowardsthetailsetting
 • Rootoftailrestsabovethebulgeoftheham
 • Hamswellmuscled,longandthick
 ArchWith correct feet, legs and rump structure, the arch should naturally be correct. However, this does not always happen.
 The ideal• Strongwithagradualarch
 • Hognaturallyholdsthisarch
 • Sidesarelong,flatandtrimshowingmusclingatfrontandrearflanks
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 Underline
 Desirable• Startsjustbehindthefrontlegswiththefirstpairofnipples
 • Nippleslong,narrowandwell-defined
 • Nippleseveninsizeandspacing
 • Bothgiltsandboarsshouldhaveatleastsixwell-spacedprominentnipples
 • Atleastthreepairsofnipplesshouldbeaheadofthenavel
 • Correctunderlinesareimportantforraisinglarge,healthylittersandincreasingprofits
 Poor UnderlineA poor underline may have these characteristics:
 • teatsbegintoofarbackfromthefront
 • teatsareinvertedornotprominent
 • teatsareblindand/ornotfunctional
 • poorspacingbetweentheteats.
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 Capacity
 Desirable• Bodycavityshouldbedeepandsquare
 • Ribswellsprung
 • Widethroughoutthechestandcavity
 • Depthshouldcontinuethroughthelengthoftheanimal’sbodyinauniformmannerfrom forerib to rear flank
 • Importantformaintaininghealth,intakeoffeedandhavingadequatereproductivevolume
 Muscle
 Desirable• Longflatmusclespreferred
 • Thicknessisimportanttoo
 • Thick,bunchymusclesproduceleanandheavilymuscledcarcasses,buttheirproductivity (litter size, farrowing ease, structural soundness, mating ability) and meat quality was not so desirable
 • Idealisgreatestamountofmusclemass(length,depth,thickness)possiblewithoutinterfering with overall productivity
 Trimness
 Desirable• Cleanovertheloinedgeandshoulderblades
 • Freefromexcessivewasteinthecushionoftheham
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 Character
 Desirable• Breedcharacterreferstothepresenceofdesiredfeaturesofthebreed
 • Head,ear,carriageandcolourmarkingsaresomefeaturestocheck
 • Eachbreedhasspecificdesirablecharacteristics
 • ChecktheCanadianCentreforSwineImprovementsformoreinformation
 Sex Character
 Desirable• Evidenceofmasculinityandfemininity
 • Checkhead,mammarydevelopmentandexternalsexorgans
 • Behaviouralsoplaysafactor
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 Breeding Swine Scorecard Perfect Score
 General Appearance ........................................................................................................................ 20Weight appropriate for age and breed
 5 to 6 months - 100 kg
 9 months - 145 kg
 mature sows - 160 - 250 kg
 mature boars - 180 - 270 kg
 Condition moderate finish in all classes
 middle trim and free from flabbiness
 Form well balanced, long, neat and trim
 sides deep and trim
 slightly arched topline
 Head and Neck .................................................................................................................................... 5Head face medium length, clean cut
 eyes well apart and alert
 ears medium in size, fringed with fine hair
 Neck neck blends smoothly into shoulder
 jowl smooth, neat and trim, no sign of excess flesh
 Forequarters ...................................................................................................................................... 10Shoulders smooth, showing muscle
 Chest broad
 Fore legs straight, good bone, even toes, strong pasterns
 Body .....................................................................................................................................................25Loin long and muscular
 Back long and muscular
 strong, slightly arched topline
 Sides long, flat and trim
 showing muscling at front and rear flank
 Underline sows should have a minimum of 6 pairs of sound, well-developed, evenly spaced teats
 at least three pairs of teats should be ahead of the naval
 boar should have a clean, tight sheath
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 Hindquarters ..................................................................................................................................... 17Rump long and muscular
 Hams well muscled, long and thick
 Hind Legs straight; strong pasterns with good bone
 Feet and Legs .................................................................................................................................... 13 stands on even toes and soles
 legs squarely under the body
 Trimness.............................................................................................................................................. 10 minimum amount of smooth finish, uniformly distributed over
 body
 excess finish is undesirable
 blemishes are undesirable, i.e. tail biting, bruises, teeth marks, cuts
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100

Page 163
						

Judging Swine | Sec 2: Page 21
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 Terminology For Breeding SwineThe terminology to use for breeding swine is the same as the terminology for market hogs. Refer to the information in the section on market hogs (page 10).
 Remember that structural correctness is more important in breeding swine. Discuss your most important points first, then move to the less important ones. Discuss general information, then refer to specific traits.
 Sample ReasonsDuroc Breeding GiltsI placed this class of Duroc breeding gilts 1 2 4 3.
 Starting this class with the two largest volume gilts in the class, I placed 1 over 2 because 1 was larger framed, longer sided, longer rumped and cleaner and longer in the neck than 2. 1 was deeper ribbed and wider sprung than 2, and stood on more cushion at the knees and pasterns.
 I grant that 2 was a leveler rumped gilt than 1.
 In my middle pair, I placed 2 over 4 because 2 had more balance, being taller in front and more level over the rump than 4. 2 showed a more desirable slope of the shoulder and was freer moving on all four legs than 4.
 I grant that 4 was longer and cleaner in the neck, and had a more prominent, more desirable spaced underline.
 In my bottom pair, I placed 4 over 3 because 4 was longer sided and more upstanding than 3. 4 carries less fat throughout, and showed more size and scale than 3.
 In an easy placing, I placed 3 at the bottom of the class as 3 was short sided, steep rumped and buck kneed. 3 lacked the structural correctness to place any higher in this class today.
 For these reasons, I placed this class of Duroc breeding gilts 1 2 4 3.
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 Judging Bison
 Parts of the Bison
 Perfect Score
 Breed and Age Characteristics ........................................................................................ 25 points• Weight
 • Height
 • Length – primarily length of loin as this is a meat animal
 • Hump
 • Head–hornsifpresent
 • Hair – varies on geographical location
 • Beard
 • Cape
 • Chaps on forelegs
 • Body outline
 • Colouration - varies on geographical location
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 MalesMasculine, massive, without female features, wider head, larger horns, developed hump, cape, pelage (raised hair from front shoulder on forward) and leggings, body massive, bigger boned, wide stance (to maintain better balance)
 FemalesMore refined, lighter shoulder and neck, refined head and bone, less pronounced hump, width between hip and hook bones (calving ease).
 Soundness ............................................................................................................................. 25 points• Correctbodyandskeletalstructure
 • Freefromanydefectthatwouldreduceusefullifeofanimal
 a. Feet – without defect - can be an indicator of feed
 b. Legs – straight - but not as straight up and down as in cattle, helps give spring
 c. Teeth – proper growth and typical arrangement
 d. Eyes – without defect, both functional – shine in eye shows health and alertness
 e. Sex organs intact, without injury, typical
 f. Animal should stand and move freely without evidence of unsoundness
 g. Bodylines and contours, without slithered rear end.
 Condition............................................................................................................................... 25 pointsMust be appropriate for their intended use and time of year, sex and age must also be considered.
 • Goodhealth–freeofinjury,coughing,scours,eyes,parasites,
 • Amountoffatconditioning
 • Amountanddevelopmentofmuscle
 Quality .................................................................................................................................... 25 points• Well balanced with pleasing general appearance
 • Display alertness, dominance, instinct behaviour
 • Big enough for age (bones & muscle, body structure, you must be able to determine amount of body fat)
 • Depth of carcass front to rear (front, rear & side view) - capacity
 • Width of carcass across back and throughout full length - appropriate to age and sex
 • Total length of animal
 • Depth, width and fullness of round without pencil pointednessSource: Mike Edgar - Grande Prairie, Alberta
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 Judging Canine
 Parts of the Canine
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 Canine Scorecard Perfect Score
 Head .....................................................................................................................................................24• Bite–shouldbeabletotellthedifferencebetweenlevel,scissors,
 overshot and undershot
 Body, feet and legs ...........................................................................................................................24• Neck
 • Shoulderangulation
 • Prosternumdepthofchest
 • Widthofchestbetweenfrontlegs
 • Topline
 • Group
 • Rearangulation(stifleandhock)
 • Checkmalefortesticles
 Movement ...........................................................................................................................................22• Wellknuckledfeet
 • Shouldrecognizepaddling
 • Weavingandcrossingover
 • Movingtoowideortooclose
 • Cowhocks,crabbingandsidewinding.
 General Properties ............................................................................................................................30• Expression-overallappearanceofdog’sheadwithspecialconsideration
 given to the look in his eye (friendly, wary, etc.)
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100
 Source: Nova Scotia Agriculture & Fisheries – Nova Scotia 4-H - Spotlight on Judging
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 Judging Donkey
 Parts of the Donkey
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 Head• Shortratherthantoolong–inproportionwiththerestoftheanimal
 • Straightorslightlydishedprofile
 • Eyes–large,mildexpression,setlow,wideapartandclear
 • Nostrils–wellshaped&open
 • Teeth–goodconditionwithnoundershotorovershotjaws
 • Jaws–generous,roundandopen
 • Headdeepthroughthejawstaperingtoasmallmuzzle
 • Ears–long,cleancut,setupright,carriedfirmlyandalertlypointed
 • Appearance–jennets: femininity, jacks: strength and masculinityNeck• Wellproportionedtotherestoftheanimal,joinedtoheadandshouldercorrectly
 and smoothly.
 • Crestoftheneckshouldbefairlystraight,noteweneckednotfallentothesideorexcessively fat.
 • Neckfirm,wellfleshedandstrong
 • Maneusuallyshortandupright,butmayfalltothesideaswiththehorsemane.Body• Witherspracticallynonexistent,butifnoticeable,somuchthebetter.
 • Shoulderslightlysloping,althoughmoreuprightthanthehorse
 • Ribs–wellsprungandthegirthdeep
 • Chest–relativelywide,notnarrow
 • Back–shortandlevelorslightlydippedinthecaseofolderanimalsorinfoaljennets
 • Alongoutofproportionbackisundesirable
 • Loin–strongbroadandfirmlycoupled
 • Quarters–long,wideandasflataspossible–wellfleshedwithplentyoflengthbetween point of hip and point of buttock
 • TopofCroup–rounded,notextremelysloping
 • Tail–wellset,notlow,coveredwithshorthairandcompletedbyatuftoflonghairLimbs• Straightandtruewithadequateboneonproportiontothetypeofanimal.
 • Knees–flatandwide,cannonbonesshort
 • Hocks–setlow,strong,cleanandcorrectshape
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 Feet• Even,goodshapeandwelltrimmed
 • Hard,clean,smoothelasticandtough
 • Feetaregenerallysmaller&moreuprightthanacomparablesizedhorseMovement• Levelandtrue,willingandactive.
 Reviewed by: Mrs. Sybil E. Sewell, Leslieville, Alberta
 Source: The Donkey: Care and Feeding Alberta Agriculture, Food & Rural Development Agdex 467/20-1
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 Judging Feline
 Parts of the Feline
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 Ideal cat reflects excellent health and sound structure
 Head• Matureskull-doesn’tshowundesirabledepressionsorprotuberances
 • Eyes-clearandcoordinatedmovement
 • Breathing-effortless
 • Mouth-closesproperly
 • Faceandjaw-symmetrical&alignedSkeletal Frame• Functionswithsymmetryandbalance
 • Vertebraearealignedwithoutfixationordeviation
 • Spine-supple
 • Joints-flexible
 • Legs-parallel&fullysupportweight&movementBody Substance• Bodyshapeissmoothlycontouredfromthegentleoutwardcurveofthechesttothe
 softer continuous line of the abdomen.
 • Musculardevelopmentoftheshoulders,midsectionandhindquartersreflectsstrength & compatibility with the body style.
 Source: The Cat Fanciers Association website www.cfainc.org
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 Judging Goats
 Parts of the Goat

Page 176
						

Sec 2: Page 2 | Judging Goats
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 Dairy Goat Scorecard Perfect Score Doe Buck
 General Appearance ........................................................................................... 35 54Attractive individuality indicating femininity, vigour, strength and stretch with a harmonious blending and correlation of parts, impressive style and attractive carriage; graceful and powerful walk.
 Doe Buck
 • Style(includesshoulders) .......................................... 5 8
 • BreedCharacterandHead ......................................... 5 8
 • Topline ............................................................................... 5 8
 • Rump .................................................................................. 8 10
 • FeetandLegs ..................................................................12 20
 Body Capacity ...................................................................................................... 15 23Relatively large in proportion to the size of the animal, providing ample digestive capacity, strength and vigour; width throughout, starting at head.
 • wide,deepbarrelandheartgirth
 • wide in head, full in crops
 • wide through back and loin
 • wide chest floor between front legs
 • full at elbow
 Dairy Character ...............................................................................................................15 23Animation, angularity, general openness and freedom from excess tissue, giving due regard to stage of lactation for does.
 • long,leanneckblendingintoshoulders
 • well-definedwithers
 • flat,long,well-sprungribs
 • fine-textured,loose,suppleskin;finehair
 • leanandangularlines
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 Perfect Score Doe Buck
 Mammary System (Does only) ......................................................................... 35 0A capacious, strongly attached, well-balanced udder of good quality, indicating heavy production and a long period of usefulness.
 • Medialsuspensoryligament, shape, texture ..............................................................15
 • Fore Udder ..................................................................... 8
 • Rear Udder ..................................................................... 8
 • Teats ................................................................................. 4
 Judge’s EyeThe ideal slope of rump should resemble the middle diagram. The goat on the left has an extremely steep slope of rump, while the goat on the right has a level rump; both undesirable characteristics.

Page 178
						

Sec 2: Page 4 | Judging Goats
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 The set of the rear legs should resemble the middle diagram. The goat on the left has extremely sickled legs, while the goat on the right has extremely posty rear legs; both undesirable sets of legs.
 Scorecard courtesy of the Canadian Goat Society. Diagrams copyright 2000 Angela Beltane for the CGS.
 Source:4-HOntarioJudgingToolKit
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 MarketKidScorecard Perfect Score
 General Appearance .........................................................................................................................30 Quality and Condition .............................................................15
 • wellmuscled,withsmoothfirmflesh
 • clean,strongbone
 • smooth,glossyhairandloose, supple skin
 Size and Development ............................................................15
 • sizeappropriatetoage;high growth preferred
 Fore Quarters .....................................................................................................................................25 Shoulders .....................................................................................10
 • wellmuscledwithsmooth,firmflesh
 • withersbarelydefined
 Brisket ............................................................................................. 7
 • broad,deepandmuscular
 Forelegs ......................................................................................... 8
 • heavilymuscled,round,cleanbone
 • strong,straightlegswithstrong, flexible pasterns
 Hind Quarters .....................................................................................................................................25 Rump .............................................................................................10
 • longandbroadwithsmooth,firmflesh
 Twist and Thighs ........................................................................10
 • low,wide,wellfleshedtwist
 • deep,wide,firmandmuscularthighs
 Hind legs ....................................................................................... 5
 • cleanandstrongbone
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 Body ......................................................................................................................................................15 Capacity ......................................................................................... 2
 • ampleroomfordigestivesystem
 Heart girth .................................................................................... 2
 • largegirthwithwidechestfloor
 • fullnessatpointofelbow
 Barrel ............................................................................................... 4
 • deepandbroad;wellsupported
 Loin .................................................................................................. 7
 • broadandstrongwithfull,deepflanks
 Head and Neck ..................................................................................................................................... 5 Head ................................................................................................ 2
 • clear,brighteyes;large,opennostrils
 Neck ................................................................................................ 3
 • mediumlength,strongandthick
 • blendingsmoothlyintoshoulder and brisket
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100
 Source:4-HOntarioJudgingToolKit
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 Judging Llama
 Parts of the Llama
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 General Appearance• Overallbalanceandstyle
 • Muscling
 • Condition
 • Tailheadsetting
 • Size,scale(averageheightis40-45”atshoulder)
 • Breedandsexcharacter
 • WellsprungribHead and Neck• Clear,brighteyes
 • Teethmeetproperly
 • Earsshapedaccordingtobreed
 • MediumtolonglengthneckFeet and Legs• Propersettoleg
 • Sturdythickbone
 • Cleanthighsandlegs
 • Strong,flexiblepasterns
 • Straightbonesandfrontlegs
 • LegsnearlystraightwhenviewedfromrearWool• Goodqualityfibre
 • ColourandtypeaccordingtobreedMovement• Smoothgait
 • Correctmovementinfrontandrearlegs
 • Noexcessiveheadortailmovement
 • Feetmoveinastraightline
 • Correctlengthofstride
 • StraighttoplineDisposition• Ahereditarytrait
 • Importantintrainingllamas
 • Especiallyimportantforpackllamas
 Source:4-HOntarioJudgingToolKit
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 Judging Poultry
 Parts of Poultry
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 Live Poultry Scorecard Perfect Score
 Breed Type ..........................................................................................................................................40• sizeandweightappropriatetobreed(meatbirdswillbeheavier)
 • idealshapeandtypeforbreed
 Body ......................................................................................................................................................30• broadbackfromshoulderstohips
 • largeabdomenfordigestivefunction
 • largeheartgirthindicatesgoodheartandlungfunction
 • largebreastareaindicatesmeatiness
 • checkegglayerforeggs
 Condition.............................................................................................................................................10• brightredcomb,cleareyes
 • stronghead
 • noevidenceofdisease
 • nobleachingofcolouratbeakorshanks
 Legs And Toes ....................................................................................................................................10• freefromscales
 • nodeformities
 Colour ...................................................................................................................................................10• correctcolourforbreed
 • nobrasscolouringonwhitefowl
 • nogreyspecksonwhitefowl
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100
 Source:4-HOntarioJudgingToolKit
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 Judging Rabbits
 Parts of the Rabbit
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 Breeding Rabbit ScorecardWhen judging rabbits, it is very important to run the hand over the animal to feel the bone structure, muscling and finish.
 Breeding classes are judged for their breed characteristics – those traits that will be passed on to their offspring.
 Perfect Score
 Body Capacity ....................................................................................................................................35• strong,broadchest
 • wide,deeploin;smooth,wellfilledrump
 • gooddepthtobody
 Head, Feet, Legs ................................................................................................................................30• broadhead,roundmuzzle
 • straightears,carriedaccordingtobreed
 • bright,cleareyes;nosefreefrommucus
 • small,strongfeetwithfullpadsofhair
 • nosignsofblindness
 General Condition and Appearance ............................................................................................20• nobrokentoesornails;noearmites
 • nobrokenormissingteeth
 • correctfurforbreed
 • strong,straightfrontandrearlegs
 • straight,wellfurredtail
 Condition.............................................................................................................................................15• hard,solidflesh
 • difficulttopickupbyshoulderskin
 • furingoodcondition
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100
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 Market Rabbit ScorecardIn a market class, the main concern is whether the animal is ready for market. As with breeding stock, rabbits are judged by running the hand over the animal to determine bone structure and muscle. Does should have medium to long bodies. Bucks should be shorter in length and blockier.
 Perfect Score
 Hindquarters ......................................................................................................................................45• hard,solidflesh
 • wide,deeploin
 • smooth,wellfilledandwellfleshedrump
 Body Capacity ....................................................................................................................................25• broadchest;deepbody
 • ribandhipbonesclosetogether
 • wellfleshedribcageandrump
 Head, Feet, Legs ................................................................................................................................20• broadhead,roundmuzzle
 • straightears,carriedaccordingtobreed
 • bright,cleareyes;nosefreeofmucus
 • small,strongfeetwithfullpadsofhair
 • nosignsofblindness
 Teeth, Nails, Tail .................................................................................................................................10• nobrokenteethortoenails
 • tailshouldbestraightupfromrump
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100Source:4-HOntarioJudgingToolKit
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 Judging Meat Cuts
 Perfect Score
 Fat and Marbling ...............................................................................................................................20• somefatisrequiredforflavour(about1cm)
 • fatshouldbewhiteandfirm
 • somemarblingshouldbeseen
 • toomuchmarblingmeanstoomuchfat
 • marblingevenlydistributed
 Colour ...................................................................................................................................................20• muscletissueshouldbe:
 • brightredforbeef
 • lightgreyishpinktopinkforpork
 • lighttodarkpinkforlamb
 Meat Yield ...........................................................................................................................................20• highproportionofleanmeattoboneandfat
 • considercostperservingifgiven
 • considerenduseofproduct
 Texture .................................................................................................................................................20• surfaceofcutsmoothandvelvety
 • minimumamountofconnectivetissueandlargemusclefibresandbundles
 • finetextureindicatestenderness
 Firmness ..............................................................................................................................................20• leanmeatfirmtotouch
 • fatfirmtotouch
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100Source:4-HOntarioJudgingToolKit
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 Judging Crop SamplesWe grow crops for several purposes: • asseedfornextyear’scrop
 • asfeedforlivestock
 • toprocessasfood
 The suitability of crops for each type of usage depends upon several factors. By judging crop samples, you can learn to identify major differences in crop type and to recognize high quality products.
 When judging seed samples, keep in mind what the seed is used for: to produce a vigourous, even stand of plants which will give a high yield of good quality crop. If seed is to grow properly, it must be uniform, fully mature and free of damage from weather, insects, diseases or machinery.
 Maturity• Maturekernelsareplumpandofnormalcolour.
 • Greenorshriveledseedshowsthatthecropwasnotmaturewhenharvested.
 • Moisturecontentshouldallowforsafestorage.
 Machinery damage• Showsupascrackedorbrokenkernels.
 • Over-dryingwillturngrainfromyellowtodarkbrown.
 Weather damage• Reducesthelengthoftimeneededforthegerminationoftheseed.
 • Sproutedkernelsandbleachedseedindicatesdamage.
 Insect damage• Canbeidentifiedbyholesintheseedandbythepresenceofflour-likematerialinthe
 sample.
 Disease• Signsincludemouldyseeds,discolouredseedsandthepresenceofsootylooking
 spores (black spots) on the seed.
 Impurities• Reducetheamountofgoodseedinthesampleandcausedifficultiesinseeding.
 • Includes:seedsfromothercrops,straw,chaff,mud,weedsorotherforeignmaterials.
 Source:4-HOntarioJudgingToolKit
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 Judging Hay and Haylage Perfect Score
 Hay Haylage
 Maturity ................................................................................................................. 40 30• hayshouldbecutwhenlegumesareinfirstflower
 and grasses are in boot stage (heads just emerging)
 • latecuthayislowinfieldvalue
 • earlycuthaywillproducelowyieldsbutbetasty
 Colour, Odour And Disease .............................................................................. 20 35• shouldretainagreencolour
 • hayshouldhaveafreshsmell
 • haylageshouldhaveasharp,sweetsmell
 • musty,burntorrottensmellsindicatepoorqualityhayorhaylage
 • discolourationisundesirable
 Leaf To Stem Ratio .............................................................................................. 20 0• muchofthefeedvalueisintheleaves
 • goodqualityhaywillretainmostofitsleaves
 Moisture and Condition ..................................................................................... 0 15• moisturecontentshouldbe55-65%
 • youshouldnotbeabletosqueezeoutwater
 • verywetsamplesmayrotinsilo
 • shouldbefreefrommouldorslime
 • iftoodry,haylagewilllosenutrientsandtaste
 Legume-grass Balance ....................................................................................... 15 10• legumesarehigherinproteinthangrassesofsimilarmaturity
 • forhay:over75%legumesisexcellent
 • forhaylage:over50%legumesisbest
 Purity ....................................................................................................................... 5 10• foreignmaterialssuchasweedsorstrawindicatealowfeedvalue
 Total .......................................................................................................................100 100Source:4-HOntarioJudgingToolKit
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 Judging Silage
 Stage of Maturity• Cerealsilage–harvestedatorbeforemid-doughstageat60-65%moisture
 • Fieldpeas – harvested between flat pod and full pod and wilted to 55 – 65% moisture
 • Legumes–harvestedatpre-bloomstage–40–50%leaves,lessthan5%foreignmaterial at 60% moisture
 • Legume/grassmix–legumesharvestedatearlybloomwith35-45%leaves,morethan 50% leaves in grasses, less than 5-10% foreign material at 60% moisture
 Grain content• Graincontentdeterminesnutritionalvalue
 • Asmuchgrainaspossibleisdesirable
 • Grainformationreducesmoisturecontentofplant
 Colour• Bright,lightgreenyelloworgreenbrowndependinguponmaterialensiled
 • Discolourationindicateslossoffeedvaluefromheatingorrotting
 • Darkbrownorblackcolourindicatesheating
 Odour/Smell• Lacticacid(sourmilk)odour
 • Strongbutyricacid(rancidbutterorfat,putrid)smellindicatessignofseverespoilage
 • Tobaccosmell-indicateshightemperaturesduringfermentation
 • Aceticsmell–vinegarsmell,resultofpoorfermentation
 • Propionicsmell–sharp,stingthenose,smellisaresultofpoorfermentation
 Texture• Firmwithsoftermaterialnoteasilyrubbedfromfibre
 Impurities• Weedslowerthefeedingvalueofsilage.
 Source: Silage Manual – Alberta Agriculture, Food & Rural Development – Agdex 120/52-2
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 Judging Baked Goods
 Baked goods are displayed in competition to illustrate the high quality of the workmanship. They should set the standard of excellence for the product.
 Here are some points to remember when judging baked goods:
 Since baked goods are made to be eaten, tasting is an important part of judging food.
 • Theflavourshouldbecharacteristicofthefoodandnotoverpoweredbyanyoneingredient.
 • Aroma,orhowthefoodsmells,tiesinwithflavourinthejudgingscorecard.
 • Intheeventthattastingisnotpermittedwhenjudgingbakedgoods,thejudgemustrely heavily on aroma and texture.
 Texture is the way a product feels or looks.
 • Itcanbejudgedonqualitiessuchastoughness,elasticity,flakiness, gumminess,stringiness, crispness and slicing quality.
 • Thetexturewillvarywiththetypeoffood,sopayattentiontothetypeofclass.
 Judges should be certain that the food has been completely cooked or baked.
 • Bakedgoodscontainingwholegrainswillhaveasmallervolumeandcoarsertexture.
 • Foodscookedinamicrowaveovenwillnothavethecharacteristicbrowncolourofitems baked in a conventional oven.
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 Baked Goods Scorecard Perfect Score
 Flavour and Aroma ...........................................................................................................................40• appropriatelysweet,salty,spicy,tartorbland,dependingonproduct
 • appetizing mix of flavours; no one flavour is too strong
 • appropriate aroma for the baked good
 • free from inappropriate odours
 General Appearance .........................................................................................................................30• pleasing, appetizing appearance
 • appealing colour
 • proper size and shape
 Internal Appearance.........................................................................................................................30• appropriatetextureforitem
 • evencolour,appropriatetoitem
 • freefromstreaks
 • appetizingtexture
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100
 Advanced Judging IdeasFor more experienced or senior members, there are other categories to be considered when judging baked goods:
 Nutrition• Doestheproductprovideadequatenutrition?
 • Areingredientshighinfat?
 • Issugarandsaltkepttoaminimum?
 • Arewholegrainingredientsused?
 • HasCanada’sFoodGuidebeenconsideredwhenpreparingthefood?
 Calorie Breakdown• Whatisthecaloriecontentofeachsample?
 • Istheproductnutrient-dense?(Withahighnumberofnutrientsinproportiontothecalorie content.)
 Cost• Doestheproductprovidegoodfoodvalueforthemoneyspent?
 • Considercostperserving.
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 Yeast Bread and Rolls Scorecard Perfect Score
 Flavour and Aroma ...........................................................................................................................40• sweet and nutty tasting
 • aroma should be sweet, not yeasty
 General Appearance .........................................................................................................................30• size and shape: well proportioned
 • even, golden brown colour, top and bottom
 • tender yet crisp crust
 • crust about 3 mm thick
 • rounded crust, free from cracks or bulges
 Internal Appearance.........................................................................................................................30• texture: soft, smooth, silky, springy crumb
 • small, evenly distributed cells
 • colour characteristic of type of bread/roll
 • uniform; no dark streaks
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100
 Tips For Judging Bread and Rolls• Whitebreadsshouldbegoldencolouredontheoutsideandcreamywhiteonthe
 inside.
 • Wholegrainbreadsshouldhaveabrowncrust,agooddistributionofgrainandamoist, elastic crumb.
 • Sweetbreadsshouldhaveagoldenbrownexteriorwithayellowishgrain.Thetasteshould be sweeter than regular bread.
 • Rollsshouldbeevenlyshapedwithroundedtops.Theyshouldhaveabrownorgolden-brown crust. The texture is finer than bread, and more elastic.
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 Judging Clothing
 Perfect Score
 Workmanship (from the outside) .................................................................................................50• clean,wellpressed
 • garmentiscutongrainoffabric
 • patternrunsinsamedirectiononeachpiece
 • allpatternsarematched
 • trimsorfastenersaresewnonneatlyandsecurely
 • topstitchingisstraight,evenandofcorrectlength
 • buttonholes,belts,pockets,collarsorcuffsarewellmade
 • zipperliesflat,iscoveredandisneatlystitched
 • gathers,ifany,areevenlydistributed
 • set-insleevesaresmooth,withnopuckers
 • garmenthangswell,withnopuckersorpulls
 • hemareaissmoothwithnopuckersorstitchesshowing
 Workmanship (from the inside) ....................................................................................................30• interfacingandliningareofsuitabletypeandweight
 • liningandinterfacingareattachedcorrectly
 • stitchingisofevenlengthandtension
 • seamfinishsuitsfabricandisneat
 • dartstitchingtapersgradually
 • seamsaretrimmedandgradedtoreducebulk
 • facingsareflat,smoothanddonotrolltooutside
 • curvedseamslieflatwithoutpuckering
 • hemisofevenwidth;secureandwellattached
 Design, Colour and Materials.........................................................................................................20• choiceofdesign,colourandmaterialsshowscreativity and individuality
 • uptodatestyle,suitableforintendeduse
 • fabric,trimsandnotionsaresuitedtointendeduse
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100
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 Advanced Judging IdeasSenior members could take other factors into consideration, such as:
 Cost of Construction:• costoffabric,notions
 • timeinvolved
 • wearabilityofgarment
 Washing Instructions/Care:• easytocareforandeasytowear
 • drycleaningiscostly
 • handwashingandironingcanbetimeconsuming
 Judging ClothingSewing techniques have continued to improve. This means that clothes can be sewn more quickly, with less work involved on the inside. The emphasis has changed from a beautiful inside to a beautiful outside and a functional inside. This does not mean that the inside should be sloppy or unfinished.
 Some points to remember when judging clothing:
 • be sure that the pattern suits the fabric and the intended wearer
 • decorativetrimandnotionsshouldalsosuitthefabricandpattern
 • thestyleshouldbeuptodateandrelativelyeasytocarefor
 • theworkmanship should also be of a high standard
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 Judging Crafts
 Perfect Score
 Function ...............................................................................................................................................30• Article appears to serve its intended use .....................................................10
 • Typeandqualityofmaterialssuitedtopurpose ........................................10
 • Articlefinishedandreadyforuse ....................................................................10
 Design ..................................................................................................................................................30• Appealing design. Shape, colour, materials, textures and applied decoration in unity with function ..........................15
 • Typeandamountofdesignisinrelationship to the size of the article, type of material and end use ............................10
 • Showsindividualityandcreativityintheuseof design, materials and colour ............................................................................... 5
 Craftsmanship ....................................................................................................................................40• Appropriate choice of materials and techniques for the type and end use of the article ...........................................................10
 • Constructionuniformandaccurate. No obvious errors in technique ........................................................................15
 • Suitablefinishingtechniques. Mounted or framed, if appropriate. .................................................................10
 • Effectivelypresented.Cleanandneat ............................................................. 5
 Total ................................................................................................................................................... 100
 Source: “Judging Standards for Foods, Sewing and Handicrafts”, Alberta Agriculture, Food and Rural Development, Revised 1984
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 Judging Activities
 Following are a number of activities that you may want to use when you are working with your club to familiarize them with judging.
 The first three activities can be used to reinforce the basic steps in judging.
 The rest of the activities can be used to assist with teaching other principles of judging.
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 Picture the IdealObjectiveTo teach the importance of:• identifyingcharacteristicstolookfor
 • prioritizing these characteristics when judging any class of items or animals.
 Method1. Divide the group into groups of two or three.
 2. Give each group a card with an item marked on it.
 The items on the cards may include the following:truck ice cream cone lunch hatjuice cowboy boots watch chaircoat compact disc burger dessertcereal facial tissue
 3. Have each group develop a list of 10 characteristics of their ideal item.
 4. Have members put their items in order of importance, numbering them 1 for the most important and 10 for the least important.
 5. If time permits have the groups share their lists with each other.
 6. Discuss thse following with the members:
 • Beforeyoujudgeanyclass,youmustknowexactlywhatyouwillbelooking for, and which of these are the most important.
 • Thiswillmakeyourjobofjudgingmucheasierbecauseyouwillknowexactly what you are going to look for before you ever get into the class.
 • Manyspecieshaveascorecardwhichassignsvaluestoeachofthepartsof the body. They are telling you which characteristics are the most and least important. Check the section on judging each species or item for scorecards.
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 Prepare to CompareObjectiveTo teach members the importance of comparing the animals or items in the class rather than just describing them.
 Method1. Explain to the members that a good set of reasons is not descriptive, but
 comparative. There are three pairs in the class, a top, a middle, and a bottom. Your task is to discuss the advantages one of the pair has over the other of the pair. To do this you must compare. Comparative terms include phrases with more, and words ending in “er” (eg. longer, stronger).
 2. Divide the members into pairs or threes. Give each team a pair of items. These items can be common household items such as bowls, dishes, hole punches, stuffed animals, clothing or fruit. As long as there are points to compare on them. Challenge the team to come up with ten comparative terms which indicate the advantages one item has over the other.
 3. Once each team has a list of ten terms, have them pass their list and items to the right. Challenge that team to come up with five more comparative terms to add to the first team’s list. Remind the members that the terms must be comparative and accurate.
 4. Remind members that for every pair in the class, they must do this type of comparison. Remind them of the importance of stating POSITIVELY the advantages that one has over the other. Negative comments and criticisms are discouraged.
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 Build a Picture
 ObjectiveTo teach judges the importance of creating a picture of that class in their mind, and being able to use that picture when preparing and presenting reasons.
 Method1. Put four similar items together on a tray, (glasses or mugs work well) or in the centre
 of the table. Cover the items.
 2. Reveal the items to the group of members for approximately 30 seconds.
 3. Cover the items up again.
 4. Have members write down distinguishing characteristics of each item, then ask them questions about the items.
 5. Your questions might include:
 Which item was:
 a. largest?
 b. smallest?
 c. brown?
 d. most worn?
 When giving oral reasons on a class of animals, judges will often ask the member questions after they have finished giving their reasons.
 6. Encourage members to always have a picture of the class in their minds. If they practice this now, when they have to give a set of oral reasons in the future, it will be much easier for them. The only way to present oral reasons without using notes is to keep that picture of the class in your mind. The easiest way to do this is to keep one distinguishing feature about each item or animal in your mind.
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 Be PositiveObjectiveTo show members ways to give comments on a class of animals in a positive manner.
 Method1. Explain to members that when judges give comments on a class they need to be
 comparative and positive. By positive we mean that they compare the strengths one animal has over another, rather than the weaknesses of an animal. If you are the animal placed in the lower spot, it is much easier to hear how one animal has some more desirable characteristics than yours does, rather than how bad your animal looks.
 2. Distribute the worksheet with the weaknesses on to members and ask them to work in pairs to come up with ways to say the same thing in a more positive manner. You may have to work with some of the members to explain the terms.
 3. Once they have finished the sheet share the answers with the group.
 4. Remind members that when they are giving their reasons on a class, they should be talking about strengths, not weaknesses.
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 Negatives to PositivesTurn the following negative statements to positive statements.
 Example: Post legged (Cattle) becomes “More desirable set to rear legs”
 1. Thick necked (Dairy)
 2. Slab sided
 3. Light quartered (Dairy)
 4. Paddles (Light Horse)
 5. Narrow chest (Light Horse)
 6. Sickle hocked
 7. Wastey
 8. Straight shoulder
 9. Short and dumpy
 10. Weak loined
 11. Short strided
 12. High pins
 13. Meaty udder (dairy )
 14. No crease in udder (dairy)
 15. Pencil gutted
 16. Steep in the croup (heavy horse)
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 Negatives to PositivesHere are some possible ways to make the negatives into positivesExample: Post legged (Cattle) becomes “More desirable set to rear legs”
 1. Thick necked (Dairy) Cleaner through the head and neck
 2. Slab sided Greater spring of rib, deeper ribbed
 3. Light quartered (Dairy) Udder shows more balance left to right (front to rear)
 4. Paddles (Light Horse) Travels more correctly
 5. Narrow chest (Light Horse) Wider in the chest
 6. Sickle hocked More correct set to the rear legs
 7. Wastey Cleaner fronted, cleaner throughout
 8. Straight shoulder More desirable angle to the shoulder
 9. Short and dumpy Taller, exhibiting more stretch
 10. Weak loined Stronger over the top
 11. Short strided Freer moving
 12. High pins More desirable slope, hooks to pins
 13. Meaty udder (dairy) More desirable quality to the udder
 Udder has more desirable texture
 14. No crease in udder (dairy) Stronger median suspensory ligament
 15. Pencil gutted More capacity, greater depth of rib
 16. Steep in the croup (heavy horse) More desirable slope to the croup
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 Building Your ReasonsObjectiveTo familiarize members with the correct structure of reasons and some terms used in reasons.
 MethodBefore the Meeting1. Print enough copies of the sheets that follow so that you have a set for every two or
 three members.
 2. Cut sheets so that each “paragraph” is on a separate card.
 3. Mix up each set of cards and clip the set together.
 At the Meeting4. Explain to members that no matter what type of class you judge, the structure of
 your reasons should always be the same - introduction, body, and conclusion - justlike any story or speech you write.
 5. Give each group of two or three members a set of cards with reasons written onthem. Ask each group of members to place the cards in the correct order.
 6. After all groups are done, discuss the order with them. During this discussion:
 • Mentionthecorrectformatagain.
 • Ask members to look at the terms used, are the comparisons positive?
 • What phrases have been used?
 • Note that the class has been identified correctly and completely (not justa class of dairy cows, or pigs, or beef cows).
 • How are the individual animals referred to?
 VariationsIf you are preparing your club for participation in a multi species judging competition you may want to develop your own set of reasons for a different species of animal for the members to place in order. In your debriefing of the activity draw attention to the terminology used.
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 I placed this class of yearling Angus heifers 1 2 3 4.
 I started this class with 1, as she was the most feminine stylish heifer in the class.
 I placed 1 over 2 as 1 was more refined about the head and neck. She is walking on the most correct set of feet and legs being stronger in the pastern than 2. 1 also exhibits more desirable teat placement.
 I placed 2 over 3 because 2 shows more body capacity. 2 has more spring of rib, and more width through the chest and heart. 2 also shows more natural muscling and thickness through the loin than 3.
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 I will grant that 3 has a more desirable slope from hooks to pins.
 I placed 3 over 4 because 3 is longer over the top than 4. 3 moves freer and with greater ease. 3 is also cleaner through the head and neck than 4.
 I placed 4 at the bottom of the class. She is the largest framed animal of the class, however she does not show the style and refinement of the other animals in the class, so I did not feel that I could place her any higher.
 For these reasons, I placed this class of yearling Angus heifers 1 2 3 4.
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 Terms for SpeciesObjectiveTo familiarize members with different terms or body parts of each of the five species of animals commonly judged by 4-H members.
 MethodBefore the Meeting1. Make enough copies of the following worksheet for one for every two or three
 members.
 At the Meeting2. Discuss the importance of knowing the correct terms and body parts for each of the
 most common species judged. The most common species judged by 4-H members are beef, dairy, horse, sheep and swine.
 3. Give a copy of the worksheet that follows to group of two or three members. Instruct them to follow the instructions.
 4. After the members have had time to complete the worksheet, review it with them.
 5. Once again remind them that when judging it is important to use the correct terminology.
 TermsIndicate which species of animal(s) these terms and parts are for. (DY - Dairy, SW - Swine, SP - Sheep, BF - Beef HO - Horse) NOTE - some are for more than one species.
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 DY BF SW SP HO Pastern
 DY Thurl
 DY BE SP SW HO Freer moving
 SW Stifle region of ham
 SP More length to hindsaddle
 BF Twist
 BF SP SW Meatier
 DY Teats hang more nearly plumb
 SW Prominent underline
 BF SP SW Longer muscle pattern
 BF SP SW Fore flank
 BF Longer hipped
 BF SP SW Longer, deeper, more dimensional quarter
 DY Flatter, cleaner thighs
 SP More dimensional ham
 BF SP SW More natural thickness
 SP Level over the dock
 SW Neater jowl
 BF SP SW Widest through stifle
 BF Displays more angularity and sharpness throughout
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 TermsIndicate which species of animal(s) these terms and parts are for. (DY - Dairy, SW - Swine, SP - Sheep, BF - Beef ) NOTE - some are for more than one species.
 ________ Pastern
 ________ Thurl
 ________ Freer moving
 ________ Stifle region of ham
 ________ More length to hindsaddle
 ________ Twist
 ________ Meatier
 ________ Teats hang more nearly plumb
 ________ Prominent underline
 ________ Longer muscle pattern
 ________ Fore flank
 ________ Longer hipped
 ________ Longer, deeper, more dimensional quarter
 ________ Flatter, cleaner thighs
 ________ More dimensional ham
 ________ More natural thickness
 ________ Level over the dock
 ________ Neater jowl
 ________ Widest through stifle
 ________ Displays more angularity and sharpness throughout
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 Parts Similarities and DifferencesObjectivesTo reinforce the similarities and differences between the parts of the five types of animals most commonly judged by 4-H members and to introduce the relationship between form and function.
 MethodBefore the Meeting1. Print enough copies of the following answer sheet and of the parts of beef, dairy,
 horse, sheep, and swine so that you have enough for one for every two to three members.
 At the Meeting2. Discuss the importance of using the correct terminology for each species you are
 judging. It makes you sound much more credible.
 3. Hand out the papers and ask the members to work through them in groups of two or three.
 4. Once the members have completed the worksheet, work together as a large group to review the answers they have on the sheets. If you have access to a flipchart, chalkboard or whiteboard, you may want to record their responses to each section.
 5. Draw attention to the differences in the part labels and remind members that they should make sure that they use the correct part names for each species.
 6. When judging, there is a relationship between form and function. The function of the animal dictates the form. This is reflected in the parts which are named in each species.
 You can also discuss the part names that are on all of the animals. These include parts of the legs. A correct leg is pretty much the same, no matter what species you are judging, so if you know what to look for in the species you are most comfortable with you can transfer that knowledge to other species.
 You will also notice that some species place more emphasis on different parts of the body. For example the dairy cow has more part names associated with the udder. The mammary system of the dairy cow is worth 40%. To successfully judge dairy cattle, you should be able to recognize the important traits to judge in udders.
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 Parts of the Animal
 List at least 6 parts which are the same on all species:
 1.
 2.
 3.
 4.
 5.
 6.
 7.
 8.
 List at least 4 parts that are on all but one animal and indicate which animal it is not on
 Part Animal
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 List parts only found on one animal:
 Sheep Beef
 Dairy Swine
 Horse
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 Planning and Running a Judging Competition
 Before the Competition1. Committee
 Members of the committee could include: senior members, leaders, parents and other 4-H volunteers who are interested in helping out.
 2. Location
 Choose a location that is suitable for the type of competition that the committee is hosting. Local agricultural society grounds are convenient. The grounds are often equipped with loading and handling facilities, panels for making pens, buildings, and parking.
 If the competition will have sheep and swine classes, pens will be needed to hold the animals. Allow room for the horses and breeding animals to be moved around so that the contestants can see how they walk.
 3. Classes
 Determine what types of classes will be judged.
 If there are a number of members coming to the competition who are from non-livestock clubs, the committee may want to include classes on some of those items, such as small engines, sewing or foods. Consider including some novelty classes such as footwear, oranges, jeans or some other item. Will there be a quiz class? Have a back up class.
 Consider including a session at the start of the competition about the basics of judging and filling in a judging card if you expect a large number of beginner judges.
 When members attend the Provincial Judging Competition, they judge beef, dairy, light horses, heavy horses, sheep and swine.
 4. Oral and written reasons
 The committee needs to decide if there will be all of one type, or a combination? Will some classes be judged for placings only? If there are classes that have oral reasons, it is a good idea to have more than one person listening to reasons for that class. The competition will go faster.
 5. How long for the classes?
 • Placingsonlyclass–allow12minutesperclass.
 • Oral reasons class – allow 15 minutes per class
 • Written reasons class - allow 20 minutes per class.
 6. Competition Schedule/Format
 There are several different formats the committee can consider.
 • Contestantsjudgealltheclassesfirstinrotation,thenhaveoralreasons
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 presented to the reasons judges.
 • Judgeacertainnumberofclasses,presentoralreasonsonthem,judgethe remainder of the classes, present oral reasons or the remainder of the oral classes.
 • Allclasses,oral reasons or id stations are in judged in rotation. You may choose to have a rotation that includes oral reason stations immediately after each oral reason class.
 Timing of the competition schedule will depend on the committee’s decision to have placings, written reasons or oral reasons classes and format of the day.
 7. Divisions
 Determine how the members are going to be divided up. Will the divisions be:
 • Junior/senior
 • Novice, junior, senior, open
 • Junior,intermediate,senior
 It’s up to the committee to make the decision. You may want to make your age groups match the next level of competition if there is one.
 8. Prizes/Awards
 Will there be prizes or awards? If so, for what? Juniors and seniors, top in each class, top placings, top reasons?
 9. Lunch & Refreshments
 Did the committee decide to offer lunch? It is a good idea to have at least juice, coffee and a light snack available.
 10. Pre-registration
 Will the contestants need to pre-register? Or can they register on the day of the competition?
 11. How to record scores
 Consider the number of scores to record and the number of competitors.
 • Ifthecompetitionhasthestandard5classes(10scorestorecord– placings and reasons combined), there needs to be a minimum of 75 competitors to be beneficial to use the computerized scoring.
 • Iftherearebetween16and20placingandreasonsclassescombined,usethe computerized scoring system with more than 50 competitors.
 • Lessthanthedesirablenumberofcompetitorsgiventhenumberofscoresto record, it will be efficient to manually score the competition or use a computer spread sheet to record scores.
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 12. Groups & Numbers
 Does the committee want to split the contestants into as many groups as there are classes, or judge two or three classes, then move on to the next group of two or three classes? If groups are smaller, then the animals are more easily seen. If two or three classes are running at once, rather than five or six, the resource people and the livestock can go home more quickly. Try to split up the members who know each other - it lessens the temptation to discuss classes while judging.
 At registration, assign each contestant a number. If you are using the computer scoring system, assign numbers as the system requires. If you are manually recording the scores or you are using a computer spreadsheet, recording scores is easier if each contestant is assigned a number to use on their cards, rather than their name. Record the names and numbers in numerical order and recording class scores goes much quicker. You may want to assign a specific group of numbers to each age group. For example 1-50 juniors, 51-100 intermediates, 101-150 seniors.
 13. Judges
 When contacting the “official” judges you should discuss the following with them and follow up with a letter:
 • Dateandlocationofcompetition.
 • Whattime–itisadvisabletoaskthemtoarriveabitearly.Also,letthemknow what time you will expect them to be finished.
 • Howmuchtimetheyhavetotalkaboutwhattolookforwhenjudgingaclass.
 • Whattypeofaclasswilltheybejudging?(Forexample:marketanimal,heifers, etc.)
 • Whatelseisgoingonduringtheday?
 • Aretheyexpectedtomarkand/orlistentoreasons?
 • Honorariumandexpenses.
 Meet with all judges on the day of the competition for orientation – classes being judged, reasons, housekeeping details, last minute changes, etc.
 14. Animals
 When contacting people to bring livestock or items to judge, discuss the following with them and follow up with a letter:
 • Date and location of the competition.
 • What time – it is advisable to ask them to arrive early. Also, let them know what time they will be finished.
 • If possible, ask them to bring a class with an easy winner and an easy bottom. If this is not possible, two pairs, a top and bottom pair. This makes the classes easier to judge, particularly for beginner judges.
 • Does the committee need to supply handlers for the animals? (Often
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 parents of contestants will be willing to assist with this.)
 • Honorarium and expenses.
 • Do they need any special facilities for their class? Do they need pens for the animals, table, etc.
 15. Volunteers required
 Could be senior members or parents.
 Marketing & Publicity
 • Advertise the competition to other clubs, districts, etc.
 Registration Desk
 • Register participants and assign competition number.
 • Handout judging cards and other information related to the competition.
 MC and timekeeper
 • Introduce the official judge(s).
 • Announce when time begins and keep track of time. Announce 10 minutes, 5 minutes, 2 minutes, 1 minute and time.
 • Tell contestants when to move to the next station, and which way to move along.
 Marshal
 • 1perclass
 • Direct travel of livestock. Act as ring-man.
 • In cattle classes, the animals should walk around the ring at least four times, then they can be lined up head to tail, and after a period of time they can be moved to stand side by side. When moving the animals from the head to tail position, to the side by side position, you may want them to circle the ring in the opposite direction a couple of times.
 • In horse classes, the animals will be walked and trotted individually before they are stood up. Dividing the group into two, and have each group stand at either end of the arena where the horses will be moving seems to work well. Stand the horses head to tail for a while, and then move them to stand side by side. If the group is large and you have the space, split the group into four and have them stand at the four corners of a square or rectangle and ask the horses to walk on the ends and trot or jog on the sides of the rectangle.
 • In sheep and swine classes, the marshal should assist members to get a good view of the animals, and also to handle them if necessary. As well, they control the access to the animals if you allow members into the pens for a closer view of the animals.
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 • Collect the judging cards when the contestants are finished filling them in, and give to the cards to the card runner.
 Reason Takers
 • Iftheofficialjudgesarenotlisteningtoreasons,thisjobinvolveslisteningand scoring the oral reasons based on the judge’s official placings and comments.
 Card Markers
 • 1 or 2 per class.
 • ThisjobinvolvesfindingthescoreforplacingsontheHormelandrecording it on the card. (If not using the computerized cards.)
 • Iftheofficialjudgeisnotmarkingthecards,thisjobentailsmarkingthewritten reasons based on the judge’s official placings & comments.
 Card Runners
 • 1 – 3 people, depending on size of competition.
 • Pickupthecardsfromthemarshalsateachclassanddeliverthecardstothe markers or recorders.
 • Ensurethatallcardsarecollectedforthatround.
 Group Leader/Supervisor
 • 1 person/group.
 • Ensurethatthecontestantsmovefromclasstoclass.
 • Discouragecontestantsfromdiscussingtheclasswhilejudgingorjudging the classes together, and to encourage the contestants to judge independently.
 Computer Operator (Computerized Scoring)
 • 1 – 2 people
 • Thisjobinvolvesscanning/recordingthescoresfromthecardsintothecomputer program.
 Recorder (Manual Scoring)
 • 1–3people
 • Recordscoresfromplacingandreasonscards.
 • Tabulatetheoverallscores.
 Social Activities
 • Plansocialactivitiesafterthecompetition.
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 15. Supplies to have at the contest
 General Supplies
 • Judgingcards–onepercontestantperclassplusextra(written/oral)
 • Pens/pencils
 • Recordingsheets–tobeusedforsmallercompetitionsorforbackupincase of computer failure
 • Calculatororaddingmachine
 Computerized Scoring
 • Computer
 • Printer
 • Printersupplies
 • Paper
 • Scanningwands
 Manual Scoring
 • Hormel–oneperclassplusaspare
 • Maskingtape–totapetheHormel’sinplaceoncetheyareset
 • FeltMarker–towriteonthemaskingtapewhichclasstheHormelissetfor
 During the Competition1. Orientation Meeting
 • Meetwithjudgesandvolunteerstoreviewtheformatoftheday,housekeeping details, advise of any last minute changes and answer any questions.
 • Haveonepersononyourcommitteeassignedtocollecttheofficialplacings and cuts from the judges once they have placed their classes.
 Note: Ensure that there is at least one person at the competition who understands how cuts (or splits) work and can explain it to any judges who are unsure, and can operate a Hormel if you are using one.
 2. Registration
 • Recordinformationforeachcontestant.
 • Handoutjudgingcardsforallclasses(thecommitteemayalsochoosetohand out the cards at the beginning of each class).
 3. Breaking Ties
 • Ifathereisatieinaclass,thetieisbrokenbasedonthereasonscorefor that class. If there still is a tie, then the person with the highest total reason score should be declared the winner.
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 • Inaggregateplacings,tiesarebrokenbyaddingupthereasonsscoresand the higher reason score is declared the winner.
 • Ifthereisstillatie,therecordershouldrandomlychooseoneclassandthewinner of that class will be declared the winner. You may want to do this before the competition starts.
 After the Competition1. Announce winners and distribute prizes/awards if any.
 2. Submit results (if required).
 3. Submit article & photo(s) to local newspaper.
 4. Thank you letters to judges, individuals who supplied animals or articles to judge and volunteers.
 5. Evaluation meeting and record recommendations for the next committee.
 Items that would be useful in the planning binder1. Contact information
 2. List of official judges
 3. Financial summary (expenses, invoices, etc.)
 4. List of responsibilities
 5. Rotation system for judging
 6. Blank judging cards
 7. Minutes from any organizational meetings
 8. Schedules
 9. Scorecards to be posted, list of classes judged
 10. Preferred reasons format
 11. Final evaluations and feedback, comments or suggestions
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 Judging Competition Planning Sheet
 Date: Location
 Task Who to contact Person Responsible for task
 By when
 Location:
 Seminar:
 Set up: pens, tables, etc.
 Order supplies from the 4-H Office
 Arrange for other supplies
 Food & beverages
 Advertising – invitations to other clubs, regions, etc.
 Thank you
 Prizes:
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 Scoresheets for Competition
 Scoresheets are printed on legal size paper and are available on the CD Rom.
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 Scoring Placings
 Placings can be scored in a number of ways. These include hand scoring using a Hormel slide, or figuring out the score manually. There are also some computer programs that can be used to calculate placing scores. The first step in understanding how to determine a placing score is to be able to understand cuts.
 Understanding CutsCuts (or splits) are used to demonstrate the difficulty level in a class and to determine the score of your placing of that class. In a class of 4 animals, hay samples, or apples, a cut is assigned between each pair in the official placing.
 ExamplesClass Placing 4 2 1 3
 Cuts 3-1-4
 Placing 4 over 2 is a fairly easy placing. 2 over 1 is difficult. 1 over 3 is again, fairly easy.
 Class Placing 4 2 1 3
 Cuts 7-3-1
 Placing 4 at the top is very easy. Placing 2 over 1 is fairly easy and placing 1 over 3 is close or difficult.
 When you assign cuts to a class, there are several rules to keep in mind:
 1. Your cuts may have any value from 1 to 8.
 2. The sum of the 3 cuts should be greater than 6 but must be no greater than 15.
 3. If the sum of your 3 cuts is 15, your middle cut must be no greater than 5.
 4. If the sum of your 3 cuts is 14, your middle cut must be no greater than 8.
 These rules exist only to make your scoring out of 50 work!
 Remember:• Highercutsmeaneasierplacings.
 • Lowercutsmeanmoredifficultplacings.
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 More about CutsYour official judge will determine the cuts (or splits) on the class he placed. A change in the value of the cut will change your placings score.
 Let’s take a closer look at the impact of different cuts:
 Example1. Suppose the cuts are 1-2-1. The range of marks available to the contestants will be
 from 36 to 50 out of a possible 50.
 2. Suppose the cuts on the same class are 3-6-3. The range of marks available to the contestants will be from 8 to 50 out of a possible 50.
 Example 1 Example 2 Placing Cuts 1-2-1 Cuts 3-6-3
 4 2 3 1 50 50
 4 3 2 1 48 44
 2 4 1 3 48 44
 3 2 4 1 44 32
 1 3 2 4 36 8
 The series of cuts in examples 1 and 2 both indicate a class that has a close top pair and a close bottom pair. The member with placings totally backwards from the official placings would receive a placings score of 36 in example 1 and a score of 8 in example 2.
 2. With the split of 3-6-3, more emphasis is placed on the ability of the individual to properly place the class.
 3. Suppose the cuts are 2-1-2. The range of marks available to the contestants will be from 34 to 50 out of a possible 50 points.
 4. Suppose the cuts on the same class are 6-3-6. The range of marks available to the contestants will be from 2 to 50 out of a possible 50 points.
 Example 3 Example 4 Placing Cuts 2-1-2 Cuts 6-3-6
 3 1 4 2 50 50
 3 4 1 2 49 47
 1 3 2 4 46 38
 4 1 3 2 44 32
 2 4 1 3 34 2
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 The series of cuts in examples 3 and 4 both indicate a class with an easy top placing and an easy bottom placing with a closer pair in the middle. Again, note the differences in the ranges of marks available.
 Encourage your judges to put representative splits on the classes. We need to train our members to improve their judging skills and decrease the element of luck in their judging. No matter how the member placed the class, he still has the opportunity to improve his overall mark for the class by presenting a good set of reasons for his placings.
 Using Cuts to Score PlacingsOnce you know the official placings and the corresponding cuts, you can score your placings.
 The following example shows how to determine your score manually.
 Official Placings 4 2 1 3
 Cuts 3-1-4
 Your Placings 1 4 3 2
 Now let’s compare your placings to the official placings. There are six possible pairs. Ask questions for each pair as you see them in the official placings. Answer the questions from your placings. Each time the answer is “No”, you lose points.
 Here goes:
 Q1. Did you place 4 over 2?
 A. Yes, so you don’t lose any points.
 Q2. Did you place 4 over 1?
 A. No,soyoulose3+1points.(Thecutsbetween4and1intheofficialplacing.)
 Q3. Did you place 4 over 3?
 A. Yes, so you don’t lose any points.
 Q4. Did you place 2 over 1?
 A. No, so you lose 1 point.
 Q5. Did you place 2 over 3?
 A. No,soyoulose1+4points.
 Q6. Did you place 1 over 3?
 A. Yes, so you don’t lose any points.
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 Now, total the points you lost. Subtract them from 50 to get your final placings score:
 Totalpointslost=(3+1)+1+(1+4)=10
 Your Score 50 –10=40
 Your score for placings is 40 out of a possible 50 points.
 Using the Hormel Computing SlideTo determine the score using a Hormel Computing Slide, first you must have a slide. You can borrow these from a Regional 4-H office or purchase them from the 4-H Foundation of Alberta.
 For this example we will use
 Placing 2 1 4 3
 Cuts 2-4-1
 TotaltheCuts FortheExample=7(2+4+1)
 On the cardboard pieces, look for the card with the bold 7 along the top.
 Make sure that 2 - 4 - 1 is one of the sets of bottom three numbers on one of the columns on that card.
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 Using the plastic sheets with the red numbers, find the sheet where 2 1 4 3 is the first series of numbers in one of the columns. (Hint – the columns are grouped 1 and 2 first on one sheet and 3 and 4 on the other).
 Put the red number sheet over the cardboard with the correct cut on it and slide them back into the sleeve. Line the correct cuts in the space provided. Line up the column with the correct placing on it in the space provided and the scores should show up to the right of the placings.
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 Now try a few. What is the score for the following placings?
 3 4 1 2 ___________________
 2 3 4 1 ___________________
 4 2 1 3 ___________________
 3 2 1 4 ___________________
 Answers: 25, 40, 40, 37
 ExamplesHere are some more examples. Try figuring the score manually or by using the Hormel Computing Slide.
 1. Official placings 2 4 1 3
 The cuts are 1-5-3
 What is your score if you placed the class:
 a) 2 4 3 1 ______________________
 b) 4 2 1 3 _______________________
 c) 2 1 4 3 ________________________
 d) 3 2 4 1 ________________________

Page 237
						

Planning and Running a Judging Competition | Sec 4: Page 17
 4-H Judging Project Guide
 e) 3 1 2 4 ________________________
 f ) 3 1 4 2 _______________________
 g) 2 4 1 3 ________________________
 2. Official placings 1 2 3 4
 The cuts are 7-2-5
 What is your score if you placed the class:
 a) 2 1 3 4 ______________________
 b) 1 2 4 3 ________________________
 c) 2 1 4 3 ______________________
 d) 3 1 2 4 ______________________
 e) 4 1 3 2 ________________________
 f ) 4 3 1 2 _______________________
 g) 1 2 3 4 ________________________
 Answers: 1. a) 47 b) 49 c) 45 d) 39 e) 19 f) 18 g) 50
 2. a) 43 b) 45 c) 38 d) 39 e) 22 f) 13 g) 50
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 Judging Resources on the Internet
 These resources are current as of September 2005.
 http://www.ca.uky.edu/agripedia/AGMANIA/Interactive/index.htm
 Drag and drop games for parts of the horse, cow, pig, rooster as well as skeletal games for cow and horse. Multiple choice games for breeds of beef, dairy and swine.
 http://muextension.missouri.edu/xplor/agguides/ansci/g02952.htm
 Fact sheet on a general overview of judging. Includes information on taking notes and giving reasons.
 http://msucares.com/pubs/publications/p2289.htm
 Mississippi Livestock Judging Manual in PDF form.
 http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/BODY_4H101
 Information about a Florida publication that is a guide for people teaching judging to youth. There is a sample of the book on the site. You would need to order the whole book to get the activities.
 http://omgsic.com/general_livestock.htm
 List of videos about judging which could be purchased from them.
 http://www.worldaccessnet.com/~normans/hormel.html (Hormel)
 You can calculate your placing score on a class if you know your placing, the official placing and the cuts, on this site.
 http://ss.jacksoncountyffa.org/links1.html
 Carcass/meat grading – interactive online. Has links to other meat judging sites that are good.
 • http://animalscience.unl.edu/meats/id/
 • http://aggiemeat.tamu.edu/judging/meatjudging.html
 • http://animalscience.unl.edu/meats/cde2002/
 http://www.four-h.purdue.edu/livestock/judging.htm - has links to 5 other sites
 • http://www.ces.purdue.edu/extmedia/4H/4H-923-W.pdf
 • http://ansci.colostate.edu/old/new%20youth/resources.htm
 • http://www.ca.uky.edu/agripedia/agmania/livestock/
 • http://muextension.missouri.edu/xplor/agguides/ansci/g02952.htm
 http://www.public.iastate.edu/~horsebarn/Extension/Judging%20resources2.htm
 A listing of various horse judging, breeds, etc resources.
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