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The Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 96 (2010), Brief communications, 207–54ISSN 0307-5133
 BrIef CommuNICatIoNS
 Four Middle Kingdom stelae
 from the National Archaeological Museum, Athens *
 Publication of the middle Kingdom stelae National museum, athens L128, L131, L132, and L155 including comments on style, iconography, palaeography, and dating criteria.
 the monuments with the inventory nos L128, L131, L132, and L155 of the National archaeological museum, athens, were acquired with the rostovitz collection in 1874.1 their provenance is not recorded.
 Registration number: L128 (ig. 1)2 Origin: unknown, but probably abydos Date: early middle KingdomMaterial: white limestone Measurements: 35 × 23 cm
 this rectangular stela is divided into two areas (a and B). the igures and hieroglyphs are depicted in black paint. the side edges of the stela are marked with painted square borders.the right half of the upper area a is covered by the standing igure of xnyt facing left.3 She wears a long wig, with all the hair falling over the back of her shoulders, as well as a close-itting long skirt suspended by two shoulder-straps, and a bracelet on her wrist. opposite her stands a man (her son, or servant?), depicted on a smaller scale, and holding an ofering. the upper part of his body is naked, and he wears a short kilt with its girdle marked by a double line. £nyt is embracing the ofering bearer. above the scene is one horizontal line of inscription, and a depiction of oferings:
 $5
 Htp rxt 4 xA t xA Hnqt xA kA(w) xA Apd(w) xA Ss
 ofering(s) of the list: a thousand of bread, a thousand of beer, a thousand of oxen, a thou-sand of fowl, a thousand of alabaster.
 * I thank Nikolaos Kaltsas, Director of the National archaeological museum, for permission to publish the stelae and for providing both the photographs and the technical data (courtesy of and © National archaeological museum, athens).
 1 o. tzachou-alexandri, The World of Egypt in the National Archaeological Museum (athens, 1995), 20; V. Chrysikopoulos, ‘L’histoire des collections d’antiquités égyptiennes du musée National d’athènes: Les donateurs Ioannis Dimitriou et alexandros rostovitz’, in J.-C. Goyon and C. Cardin (eds), Proceedings of the Ninth International Congress of Egyptologists: Grenoble, 6–12 September 2004 (oLa 150; Leuven, 2007), I, 333.
 2 B. Pörtner, Aegyptische Grabsteine und Denksteine aus Athen und Konstantinopel (Strasbourg, 1908), pl. v.16; tzachou-alexandri, The World of Egypt, 106–07; D. Stefanović, ‘the feminine Stelae of the middle Kingdom: Stela Leiden 35’, GM 218 (2008), 81–92.
 3 for the deceased facing left see H. G. fischer, The Orientation of Hieroglyphs (New York, 1977), 20–5, and L. m. Berman, ‘the Stela of Shemai, Chief of Police, of the early twelfth Dynasty in the Cleveland museum of art’, in P. Der manuelian (ed.), Studies in Honor of William Kelly Simpson (Boston, 1996), I, 97.
 4 for Htp rxt I have not been able to ind any further parallels. the other possibility is that sign $ (r4) is used instead of (Y2). In this case the text would just be rxt ‘list’ (Wb. II, 448.13–18).
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208 BrIef CommuNICatIoNS JEA 96
 fig. 1. National archaeological museum, athens L128 (courtesy of the National archaeological museum, athens).
 the space between xnyt and the ofering bearer contains a caption with the name of the latter:
 kAy 5
 area B, below this scene, comprises two lines of inscription, written from left to right, with an ofering-formula on behalf of xnyt:
 5 ranke, PN I, 341.20; see f. Colin, ‘Les Paneia d’el-Buwayb et du ouadi minayh sur la piste de Bérénice à Coptos: Inscriptions égyptiennes’, BIFAO 98 (1998), 100.
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2010 BRIEF cOMMUNIcATIONS 209
 s$ K (6
 (1) Htp di nsw xr 6 wsir nb Ddw 7 (2) nTr aA 8 nb pt prt-xrw 9 t Hnkt 10 imAx(yt)11 xnyt 12
 (1) an ofering which the king has given and (which was given) from near osiris, lord of Busiris, (2) the great god, lord of heaven: an invocation ofering (consisting of) bread and beer (for) the venerated xnyt.
 the general shape of the stela, the appearance of the igures,13 as well as the form of the ofering formula, point to an early middle Kingdom date. Note the remarkable and probably unique motif of the female owner of the stela embracing the ofering bearer.
 Registration Number: L131 (ig. 2)14
 Origin: unknown, probably abydos(?) Date: early middle KingdomMaterial: white limestone Measurements: 32 × 23 cm
 a rectangular horizontal stela, with a large igural ield in sunk relief, and two lines of incised inscription at the top. on the left stands a couple facing right toward an ofering table. the oferings represented are disproportionately large. the man wears a short wig, leaving the ear uncovered, with a simple broad necklace and a triangular protruding kilt. the left hand holds a long staf, the right hand a sceptre. the woman wears a full length, close-itting dress suspended by two shoulder straps, and broad collar. Her right hand hangs down by her side, while the left holds a lotus blossom up to her nose.15 the inscription, running right to left, contains no ofering formula, instead only identifying the igures depicted:
 KK
 6 for the early twelfth Dynasty ofering formulas using the preposition xr before the god’s name, see D. franke,
 ‘the middle Kingdom ofering formulas: a Challenge’, JEA 89 (2003), 44 n. 28, and G. Lapp, Die Opferformel des Alten Reiches: Unter Berücksichtigung einiger späterer Formen (SDaIK 21; mainz, 1986), § 51.
 7 for the spelling of Ddw ‘Busiris’ as a part of the osiris epithet nb Ddw, see C. J. C. Bennett, ‘Growth of the
 @tp-di-nsw formula in the middle Kingdom’, JEA 27 (1941), 78. 8 for nTr aA referring to osiris, see most recently H. G. fischer, ‘marginalia II’, GM 128 (1992), 72–5.
 the vertical arrangement of the aA-sign in nTr aA nb pt points to the early middle Kingdom; see W. Schenkel, Frühmittelägyptische Studien (BoS 13; Bonn, 1962), § 4b. the ‘later’ horizontal arrangement of the aA-sign within the sequence of the osiris epithets is already attested at the end of the reign of mentuhotep II; see J. allen, ‘Some theban oicials of the early middle Kingdom’, in Der manuelian (ed.), Studies Simpson, I, 10 n. 43.
 9 the absence of di.f after the Htp di nsw formula is an indication of the early twelfth Dynasty; see C. obsomer, ‘_i.f prt xrw et la iliation ms(t).n/ir(t).n comme critères de datation dans les textes du moyen empire’, in C. Cannuyer and J.-m. Kruchten (eds), Individu, société et spiritualité dans l’Égypte pharaonique et copte: Mélanges égyptologiques oferts au Professeur Aristide Théodoridès (Brussels, 1993), 163–201, and H. Satzinger, ‘Beobachtungen zur opferformel: theorie and Praxis’, LingAeg 5 (1997), 177–88.
 10 Sign 6 (W23) is used instead of 5 (W22).11 Bennett, JEA 27, 79, pointed out that during the early middle Kingdom (from the reign of Senwosret I),
 the owner of the inscription is designated simply as imAx(y) ‘the venerated one’; see also D. Doxey, Egyptian Non-royal Epithets in the Middle Kingdom: A Social and Historical Analysis (PdÄ 12; Leiden, 1998), 94.
 12 ranke, PN I, 270.3.13 r. freed, The Development of Middle Kingdom Egyptian Relief Sculptural Schools of Late Dynasty XI with
 an Appendix on the Trends of Early Dynasty XII (2040–1878 B.C.) (PhD thesis, New York university; ann arbor, 1985), 200–01.
 14 Pörtner, Aegyptische Grabsteine und Denksteine, pl. i.2; tzachou-alexandri, The World of Egypt, 107.15 See r. freed, Representation and Style of Dated Private Stelae of Dynasty XII (master’s thesis, New York
 university; New York, 1976), 59; K. Plüger, ‘the Private funerary Stelae of the middle Kingdom and their Importance for the Study of ancient egyptian History’, JAOS 67 (1947), 130.
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 Fig. 2. National Archaeological Museum, Athens L131 (courtesy of the National archaeological museum, athens).
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2010 BRIEF cOMMUNIcATIONS 211
 (1a) imAx(y) xr ptH-skr 16 mrw 17 (2a) ms.n amryt 18 mAa-xrw
 (1b) imAx(y)t mrrw 19 (2b) ms(t).n snt 20 mAat-xrw
 the venerated before Ptah-Sokar,21 mrw born of amryt, true of voice.the venerated mrrw born of snt, true of voice.
 the layout, inscription, and style of the stela date it to the early middle Kingdom, and it may belong to the cluster of stelae labelled by r. freed as ‘Colorful theban Group’ (workshop no. 1: New York, mma 16.10.333; Cairo, Je 45626; Cairo, Je 45625; New York, mma 16.10.327; florence 6364 and Vienna, KHm ÄS 202).22
 Registration Number: L132 (ig. 3)23
 Origin: unknown, but probably abydos Date: late middle KingdomMaterial: white limestone Measurements: 37.5 × 24.5 cm
 a rectangular stela divided into three areas (a, B, C), with incised igures and hieroglyphs. area a at top contains four lines of inscription running right to left, with an ofering-formula on behalf of the overseer of labourers sanx-mnTw, (who is probably the igure standing on the left in register B):
 s$K ( 5 K
 K
 (1) Htp di nsw wsir 24 nb Ddw nTr aA nb AbDw 25 (2) di.f prt-xrw t Hnqt kAw Apdw sS mnxt xA m
 xt nbt nfrt (3) wabt n kA n imAx(y) 26 mr kAwtyw 27 sanx-mnTw 28 (4) mAa-xrw nb imAx ir.n itw 29
 mAa(t)-xrw nbt imAx
 16 imAx(y) xr ptH-skr is less frequent in the earlier middle Kingdom than later, when it is especially popular at elephantine; see Doxey, Egyptian Non-royal Epithets, 95–6. for late old Kingdom and first Intermediate Period attestations of imAx(y) xr ptH-skr, see D. Jones, An Index of Ancient Egyptian Titles, Epithets and Phrases of the Old Kingdom (Bar IS 866; oxford, 2000), I, no. 114, and K. a. Daoud, Corpus of Inscriptions of the Herakleopolitan Period from the Memphite Necropolis: Translation, Commentary and Analyses (Bar IS 1459; London, 2005), 37.
 17 ranke, PN I, 162.7.18 ranke, PN I, 61.4.19 ranke, PN I, 162.26.20 ranke, PN I, 296.21.21 for the writing of the ‘Sokar’ sign G10, see О. Д. Берлев, ‘Сокол, плывущий в ладье, иероглиф и бог’, ВДИ 1
 (1969), 3–30.22 r. freed, ‘Stela Workshops of early Dynasty 12’, in Der manuelian (ed.), Studies Simpson, I, 299–302.23 Pörtner, Aegyptische Grabsteine und Denksteine, pl. iv.13; tzachou-alexandri, The World of Egypt, 104.24 this writing of the Htp di nsw formula is the most common found on the monuments of the middle Kingdom.
 osiris written without a determinative (Bennett, JEA 27, 27–8) and with a stroke under the eye, suggests a late middle Kingdom date; for the same writing, see e.g. stelae rio de Janeiro 2435; Bologna KS 1904; Stuttgart no. 11; Vienna KHm ÄS 111, 152, and 160, all from the time of amenemhat III or later.
 25 this sequence of epithets (wsir nb Ddw nTr aA nb AbDw) is the most frequent on the abydos stelae. for the range and frequency of the sequences of epithets on abydos stelae, see: J. Spiegel, Die Götter von Abydos (Gof IV/7; Wiesbaden, 1973), 173–5.
 26 Preceding the name of the deceased, n kA n imAx(y) is occasionally attested on stelae already in the first Intermediate Period: see J. Lopez, ‘rapport préliminaire sur les fouilles d’Hérakléopolis (1966)’, OrAnt 13 (1974), igs 7, 10, 11, and 13; a. abdalla, ‘the Cenotaph of the Sekwaskhet family from Saqqara’, JEA 78 (1992), ig. 2b. However, the simple imAx(y) is more characteristic in this position in the early middle Kingdom (used through to the reign of Senwosret I), being superseded in popularity by n kA n imAx(y) only in the reign of amenemhat II.
 27 the title of sanx-mnTw seems to be the otherwise unattested ‘overseer of labourers’, contra W. Ward, Index of Egyptian Administrative and Religious Titles of the Middle Kingdom (Beirut, 1982), no. 399.
 28 ranke, PN I, 301.5. 29 ranke, PN I, 50.7.
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212 BRIEF cOMMUNIcATIONS JEA 96
 (1) A boon which the king has given to/and30 osiris, lord of Busiris, great god, lord of aby-dos, (2) that he may give invocation oferings of bread and beer, oxen and fowl, alabaster and clothing, and a thousand of all good and (3) pure things, for the ka of the venerated overseer of labourers sanx-mnTw, (4) true of voice, possessor of a venerated state, born of itw, true of voice, possessor of a venerated state.
 30 See Satzinger, LingAeg 5, 177–88; franke, JEA 89, 45–50.
 fig. 3. National archaeological museum, athens L132 (courtesy of the National archaeological museum, athens).
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2010 BRIEF cOMMUNIcATIONS 213
 31 freed, Representation and Style, 59; Plüger, JAOS 67, 130.32 ranke, PN I, 83.26.33 ranke, PN I, 282.7.34 ranke, PN I, 312.11.35 ranke, PN I, 50.1736 Pörtner, Aegyptische Grabsteine und Denksteine, pl. iv.12; tzachou-alexandri, The World of Egypt, 106–07.37 See r. Hölzl, Die Giebelfelddekoration von Stelen des Mittleren Reiches (VIaÄ 55 = BzÄ 10; Vienna, 1990),
 79–82, 111.
 register B displays two standing male igures facing each other (sanx-mnTw on the left, and his son wHA on the right), with an ofering table between them. under the table there are two tall jars on stands. the men wear short hair, leaving the ear uncovered, and knee-length kilts with a girdle. Both hold a lotus blossom up to their noses.31 Between the igures is a horizontal caption running right to left giving wHA’s name:
 KsA.f mr.f wHA 32
 His son whom he loves, wHA.
 Behind wHA there is the tiny standing igure of his brother named in a vertical line of inscription above him, here reorganised into horizontal line:
 KsA.f mr.f sA-mnTw 33
 His son whom he loves, sA-mnTw.
 register C displays two standing female igures facing each other, with an ofering table between them. they wear long tripartite wigs, leaving their ears uncovered, with close-itting long skirts. Both of them are holding a lotus blossom up to their noses. above the scene, there is a horizontal line of inscription, running right to left:
 aaimAx(y)t Hmt.f snyt 34 imAxt Hmt.f it-anx 35
 the venerated, his wife snyt. the venerated, his wife it-anx.
 the design, layout, style, the detailed ofering formula, and the use of di.f prt xrw and n kA
 n date the stela to the late middle Kingdom, probably to the second half of the thirteenth Dynasty.
 Registration Number: L155 (ig. 4)36 Origin: unknown, probably thebes Date: late middle KingdomMaterial: white limestone Measurements: 35 × 23 cm
 a round-topped stela with incised igures and hieroglyphs divided into three ields (a, B, and C), with a painted squares border around the edge. at the top, in the lunette (a), are two jackals reclining on shrines.37 Below this are three lines of inscription running right to left (B), with an ofering-formula on behalf of the master of the tm, nfr-Htp, who is depicted standing on the left in the ield below (C). the text reads:
 s$K ( 5 (
 $
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214 BrIef CommuNICatIoNS JEA 96
 38 for the mutilation of the bird hieroglyphs, see m. marée, ‘a remarkable Group of egyptian Stelae from the Second Intermediate Period’, OMRO 73 (1993), 13; H. G. fischer, ‘archaeological aspects of epigraphy and Palaeography’, in r. Caminos and H. G. fischer (eds), Ancient Egyptian Epigraphy and Palaeography (New York, 1976), 32 n.19; G. miniaci, ‘the Incomplete Hieroglyphs at the end of the Second Intermediate Period’, in P. Kousoulis (ed.), Tenth International Congress of Egyptologists, Rhodes 22–29 May 2008. Abstracts of Papers (rhodes, 2008), 167–8.
 39 for Hry n tm, see Ward, Index of Titles, no 1087; see also S. Quirke, Titles and Bureaux of Egypt 1850–1700 BC (GHe 1; London, 2004), 95–6, who suggests that the Hry n tm was perhaps ‘the main security oicial for the enclosures of the temporary labour system (xnrt)’. for a possible military meaning of the title, see r. Leprohon, Stelae, I: The Early Dynastic Period to the Late Middle Kingdom (Caa museum of fine arts Boston 2; mainz, 1985), 161. However, H. G. fischer, Varia Nova: Egyptian Studies, III (New York, 1996), 129 pointed out that the variant writing
 attested on stela CGC 20430 suggests that tm refers to land. the title is restricted to the late middle Kingdom.
 40 ranke, PN I, 198.14; the phonetic complement p of Htp resembles the hieratic form: G. möller, Hieratische Paläographie, I (Leipzig, 1909), 36 (no. 388).
 41 ranke, PN I, 95.16.42 See Satzinger, LingAeg 5, 177–88; franke, JEA 89, 45–50.43 reading anxti as the prospective relative fem. sing.44 the male bag wig, with exposed ears, occurs most frequently during the Late middle Kingdom. See freed,
 Representation and Style, 59.45 Pörtner, Aegyptische Grabsteine und Denksteine, pl. iii.8.46 See W. Barta, Aufbau und Bedeutung der altägyptischen Opferformel (Äf 36; Glückstadt, 1968), 72, 81, 85,
 107, 139, and 162.47 Schenkel, Frühmittelägyptische Studien, 30 n. c.
 (1) Htp di nsw wsir nb Ddw 38 nTr aA nb AbDw di.f (2) prt-xrw t Hnqt kAw Apdw xt nbt nfrt wabt
 anxti nTr im n kA n (3) Hry n tm 39 nfr-Htp 40 ms.n bbi 41
 (1) a boon which the king has given to/and 42 osiris lord of Busiris, great god, lord of abydos, that he may give (2) invocation oferings of bread and beer, cattle and fowl, all things good and pure on which a god may live,43 for the ka of (3) the master of the tm, nfr-
 Htp born of bbi.
 field C is divided in its right half into two sub-registers. the left half of ield C is covered by the standing igure of the deceased nfr-Htp, facing right. He wears a short bag wig that leaves his ears uncovered,44 as well as a plain collar and a triangular protruding kilt with belt and knot marked. His right arm is held to his chest, his left arm is at his side. the upper sub-register on the right shows an ofering-table, but does not depict the table’s stand. the lower sub-register displays the kneeling igure of a woman facing left, with her left hand resting on her leg, the other held to the chest. She wears a long wig with all the hair falling over the back of her shoulders, as well as a close-itting dress suspended by one shoulder strap, and a broad necklace. the layout, the execution of the human igures, and the style of the hieroglyphs in the ofering-formula of this stela are very similar to four other stelae: National museum athens 8,45 florence 6372, florence 6373, and florence 6377. these four stelae have so much in common with stela L155 that they can all be considered as products made by one and the same workshop. With the partial exception of florence 6373, the ofering formulae on these stelae are composed in an almost identical manner, all mentioning the same god, epithets, and gifts in the same order. other shared features include: the identical writing of the Htp di nsw group, with the t above Htp and no phonetic complements after the Htp sign;46 the consistent spelling of ( with horizontal (o29);47 the identical writing of prt-
 xrw t Hnqt kAw Apdw; the prefacing of the name of the owner with n kA n; the mutilations of the bird hieroglyphs, particularly the m owl which is carved without legs in all these stelae. there are also similarities between the renderings of the human igures, in terms of appearance, type of dress (both male and female), wigs, and the shape of the limbs, with long arms and identical rendering of the feet. four of the stelae also share the border decoration and a lunette decorated with udjat eyes, though on the stela currently under discussion (athens L155) two jackals are depicted instead.
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2010 BRIEF cOMMUNIcATIONS 215
 the original provenance of the stela athens L155, as well as of the other mentioned monuments from the same collection, is unknown. the stelae in florence come from the theban necropolis (Sheikh abd el-Qurna). If we consider them as the product of the same workshop, the stela athens L155 may also come from the theban necropolis. the stela is datable from its ofering formula, design, layout, and style to the late middle Kingdom.
 Danijela StefanoviĆ
 fig. 4. National archaeological museum, athens L155 (courtesy of the National archaeological museum, athens).
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