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                                        DESCRIPTION

                    10 Days True Small Group Tour of Italy's Great Cities including Venice, Florence, Tuscany, Assisi, Cortona, San Gimignano and Rome.
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 “Open my heart and you will see, engraved inside of it, ‘Italy.’” -Robert Browning
 Dear friend and fellow discerning traveler: I would like to extend my personal invitation for you to join me on the trip of a lifetime, and one you won’t soon forget. If you’ve ever been to Italy, then you can relate to the above sentiment - Italy is a place that, once you’ve been, it never quite leaves you. It becomes a part of your very being, always there, whispering to you like a long-lost friend, wanting you to stop in for a visit. And if you’ve never been, then you only have to imagine places like the Coloseum in Rome, the Duomo of Florence, walk the steps of Saint Frances in Assisi or experience the water-filled streets of Venice to awaken inside of you the part that longs to see and experience a place where history is so alive, it speaks to you from every plaza, every church and even the very stones beneath your feet. Frances Mayes in “Under the Tuscan Sun” once said that “…most trips have an underlying quest. We’re looking for something. What? Fun, escape, adventure-but then what?” Everyone travels for different reasons, but my question for you would be what are you looking for? And, no matter what the answer to that may be, I can guarantee one thing-this trip can be life changing. To experience another culture, to open your eyes to another part of the world, to step in another’s shoes, if even for a few days, it changes you, even if only a little. Remember Robert Browning, from the beginning of the letter? “Open my heart and you will see, engraved inside of it, ‘Italy.’” Come, if you dare, and you may just leave with a little bit of Italy etched on your soul as well. I do look forward to traveling with you to Italy. Please drop me a line with any question you might have! Sincerely, Mark Story, Program Director, Italy
 Discovering the essence of Italy can be challenging ~ we’ve
 taken the work out of it and kept all the
 pleasure ~ The Great Cities Tour
 features regional cuisine and wine in the setting of order-as- you-like
 dining experiences.
 6 to 16 Guests ~
 Hotels Really in Center of Town
 ~ Unique Dining Venues —
 No Set Menus ~
 No Up-Selling while Traveling
 Italy’s Great Cities 6 to 16 Guest Small-Group Tours
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 Day 1 | Board Your Trans-Atlantic flight to Europe. Depart Your Home Airport on your Trans-Atlantic flight to Europe "Day 1" is the published tour date and is the date you will arrange your air-fare to depart your home city airport. Your Small Group Tour will com-mence on Day 2 upon arrival into Venice, Italy. Do we provide Airfare? Yes, we can arrange your air travel from the QueensLander air department. We'll work with you to get the absolutely lowest-fare available based on your travel preferences. We utilize both our own air department and online agencies to find the best rate. At the end of the Great Cities Tour you should set your flight to return from Rome. Or if you are extending to the Amalfi Coast, then you should set your flight to return from Naples. Remember, airfare is a completely separate arrange-ment from your land tour. It is your responsibility to arrive at the point of tour origination (Venice) on time regardless of whether QueensLander has arranged your air. We very much encourage trip cancellation and interrup-tion insurance. We've tried to include everything! However, make note of the following items:
 • Arrival and Departure Transfers ($124 per person, 2 guest mini-mum from Venice Airport or Train Station across the Lagoon. You must arrive between 9am and 12:00pm otherwise a supple-ment may apply. Departure Transfers from Rome Hotel to Rome Airport are $59/person, 2 guest minimum).
 • Lunches - One lunch experience is included in Tuscany. Our Tour Captain will offer great, affordable options for you every-day.
 • 5 Total Dinners are included: But feature No set menus and No hotel buffets: Only real restaurants where you order what you like! A total of 5 Dinners is included with Premium Wine, Co-las, Bottled Water (both naturale and frizzante) and regional cuisine. Our Tour Captains will invite you to join them to unique restaurants each night, regardless of whether the dinner is included.
 • MAGIC PORTAGE SERVICE ~ your portaged suitcase (one per adult or $USD50 fee for additional bag portaged) will 'magically' meet you in your room throughout the tour.
 That's it ~ everything else excluding personal item purchases is included. Our tour captain will meet you at the hotel on Day 2, or if you've opted for our Arrival Transfer you will be met at the airport or train station. Arrive in style and enjoy the Bay of Venice! We make our way to our hotel in the heart of Venice located very near St. Mark's Square.
 Daily Itinerary
 Discover the magic of traveling Italy with
 QueensLander as travelers, not tourists.
 ~ Michelle, Traveler
 Our Gondola experience in Venice was exclusive
 & enjoyed our musicians. ~ Taylor, Traveler
 Walking Italy with QueensLander Tours was one of the best
 decisions I’ve ever made. ~ David, Traveler
 Masterpiece at Every Turn The Great Cities Tour features a leisurely-paced itinerary with discoveries and incredible works of art like that of the ceiling of the Vatican museums.
 Italy’s Great Cities 10 Days/8 Nights ~ Most Popular Italy Tour SMALL GROUP TOUR
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 WelcomeWelcomeWelcomeWelcome to Venice, Italy. Ah, Venice. Day 2 | Italian Adventure Begins. City: Venice Region: Veneto Welcome: One of QueensLander's most popular small-group Italy tour vaca-tions commences at 3:00PM at Hotel Saturnia & International. Located se-conds away from Piazza San Marco, known to us as San Marco 'Square," is our deluxe hotel where our Tour Captain meets you for an included Orientation Walkabout. INCLUDED HOST ORIENTATION WALKABOUT: Join your Tour Captain Host for a Welcome Orientation Walk on your arrival day in Venice (usually com-mences at 3pm). Find out where the major landmarks are located in relation to our hotel, the best ATM machines for Euros and exchange rates, and other helpful in-formation ~ Hey, where's Harry's Bar? I'm ready for my Bellini! Walking Level: Light, Leisurely Pace; Volume: Light INCLUDED RECEPTION: Tonight AT 7:20PM, join in our reception and Wel-come from the Tour Captain from the rooftop of the hotel (seasonal and weather permitting). Excellent vantage point to survey Venice, and meet your fellow trav-elers. Your Small Group Tour Vacation to Italy is underway! After our reception, we'll walk to our Welcome Dinner in Venice, where you'll taste the finest cuisine and wine varietals from the region of Veneto.
 INCLUDED VENICE WELCOME DINNER TONIGHT: Join your Tour Cap-tain for a Welcome Dinner in Venice, Italy. Experience what can only be described as a tour of the best cuisine and vino from the region of Veneto.
 Gondola through the Canals of Venice
 Inspire, intrigue and beckon you to explore ~ your Gondola ride in Venice is included and features traditional music throughout.
 Italy’s Great Cities SMALL GROUP TOUR
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 Our approach to dining is unique: We've collected our favorites dishes from the incredible restaurants we visit for each included dinner. No buf-fets here! Your Tour Captain is there to make sure your dining experience goes smoothly and will help you interpret any menu item. For the 5 total included dinners, your Tour Captain will select a variety of appetizers fea-turing regional cuisine and will select your vino for the evening ~ a variety of red and white wine from the region you're traveling. DELUXE 4 STAR HOTEL: Hotel Saturnia & International The Hotel Saturnia & International boasts a variety of rooms designed uniquely and perfectly in alignment with its Old World Venetian atmos-phere. Located about a three-minute walk along a high-end boutique shop sidewalk, the property is one of our most loved by guests.
 Continues next page...
 MAN IN THE PORTRAIT ~ Reflections of Venice “I found myself walking, by design, aimlessly through the narrow alley ways of Venice. It
 was late afternoon and you could tell the spirit of the city was in a respite from the bustle of the day as the sun began to recline in the western sky. The orange hues and yellowish-red
 light drenched the Italian afternoon though the sun still bore through canals and roof tops and silhouetted familiar yet distant landmarks – landmarks that shouted Venice! ‘Ah Ven-ice!’…I enter San Marco square and there in the center gather a cluster of the trademark
 fowl – the pigeons coo and flutter about - while the equally recognizable art vendors set up their works for the evening crowds. The three orchestra tents are tuning in the background,
 I pause about 20 yards out into the square, the shadows are growing, I peer up to the statue of Napoleon and the other Venetian kings along the top of the wall…I see the sym-bol of Venice, the majestic winged lion, I see the somewhat foreign - almost reminiscence
 of Russian Orthodox design - San Marco’s Basilica and the tower that juts up unapologeti-cally…and then I see the couple seated over on the edge of the square, quaint, quiet,
 absorbing….looking at me – and it is at that moment I realize, too, am part of the portrait that is Venice. The awe of this place is deafening - where even the everyday becomes interesting and suddenly you’re swept into this mystic journey with LIFE happening all
 around you – it’s a destination that rivals mystery novels and great stories of romance - it is at that moment I realize my part in this great play is to be ~
 ~ to be fully in the portrait…that is Venice. So, I stop -- I look and breathe in deeply and continue my journey.”
 Venice, Florence, Tuscany, Assisi & Rome
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 Ah, Venice ~Venezia Ah, Venice ~Venezia Ah, Venice ~Venezia Ah, Venice ~Venezia Day 3 | Sightseeing in Venice, Italy ~ Grand Canal, Giu-decca Canal, St. Mark's Square, Doge's Palace, the Pris-on, Venice's Bridge of Sighs, and the Island of Murano Start your morning sightseeing in style as your Tour Captain and our local Guide escorts you throughout Venice! We tour by walking today, with in-depth visits to St. Mark's Square and St. Mark's Basilica, the Doge's Palace, the prison, and the Bridge of Sighs. The romance of Venice is apparent eve-ry step of the way, from Venetian glass blowers fashioning their craft in their traditional style to the classic gondola ride. Enjoy our boat ride on our authentic Venetian-style motorboat to the Isle of Murano to experi-ence the original glass blowers ~ up-close experience of the art of glass cre-ation. The Magic of Wandering Through Venice ~ discover your "lost adventure" in this romantic city! We return to San Marco where the afternoon is at leisure: discover the magic of the canals and myriad sidewalks as you explore, and delightfully get "lost" in the city of Venice.
 Venice at Night You may opt to join your Tour Captain tonight for dinner (departs from lobby usually about 7:45pm) or opt to explore on your own throughout Venice. Before dinner you will enjoy our included Gondola ride through the canals of Venice with professional musicians. On occasion inclement weath-er will prevent the gondola ride. In this scenario an alternate activity will be substituted later in the tour. INCLUDED GUIDED TOUR WITH CINZIA, LOCAL GUIDE: Today ENJOY ADMISSION & SIGHTSEEING to:
 • Admission and tour of Doge's Palace (Duke or Governor's Pal-ace - seat of Venetian Power).
 • Admission and tour of Bridge of Sighs - The bridge made fa-mous for its window and last view of blue sky and freedom as prisoners are marched to their sentence.
 • Admission and tour of Prison • Admission and tour of Basilica San Marco • Tour of Piazza San Marco
 We also enjoy a Private Boat Ride of Grand Canal: View the palaces, churches and edifices that create the backdrop that is Venice including Ri-alto Bridge, Ca d'Oro (Palazzo Santa Sofia), and hear and see where the leg-ends of Casanova, Marco Polo and other infamous Venetians dwelled ~ all from the comfort of our boat. Admission and demonstration on Isle of
 Italy’s Great Cities SMALL GROUP TOUR
 QueensLander’s Gondola Experience is in the setting of our private gondolas of just our
 small-group of travelers with our own musicians. All Included.
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 Murano to see Authentic Glass Blowing by Venetian family. You may opt out of the demonstration and remain on San Marco to explore if you prefer. Walking Level: Moderate, Leisurely Pace: Volume: Moderate
 Firenze Firenze Firenze Firenze ---- FlorenceFlorenceFlorenceFlorence Day 4 | FLORENCE | Venice to Florence | Birthplace of the Renaissance, Roman Capital, Michelangelo & the Medici Family We embark on the EuroStar, now called Le Frecce (or the Arrow) via 1st Class service with reserved seats to the city of Florence. City: Florence Region: Toscana Florence is the city of arts and the birthplace to the Renaissance. She holds much to discover! After we transfer from the Florence Train Station, the Tour Captain checks you in to our hotel. We arrive Florence at 10:30AM, and rooms will be ready by 2PM. You will join the Tour Captain for the included Florence Orientation Walka-bout through the cobblestones streets to become familiar with the location around our hotel, in the very heart of Florence. INCLUDED HOST ORIENTATION WALKABOUT: Join your Tour Cap-tain Host for a Welcome Orientation Walk on your arrival day in Florence. Find out where the major landmarks are located, ATM machines and other helpful sites ~ Hey, is that the Arno River? Walking Level: Light, Leisurely Pace: Volume: Light INCLUDED REGIONAL WINES WITH DINNER TONIGHT: Tonight included dining at a delightful restaurant we're trying to keep a secret! It's fully authentic Tuscan cuisine. Florence welcomes us with a variety of re-gional culinary tastes, beverages and ample portions of fine local wines from Toscana and Chianti. Free-choice dining means you select what you'd like from the menu ~ the Tour Captain is available to help you interpret the menu. Your Tour Captain Host will provide the appetizers featuring regional cuisine and will select your vino for the evening ~ a variety of red and white wine from the region! 5 STAR LUXURY HOTEL: Hotel Helvetia & Bristol
 Venice to Florence
 Florence’s Arno River features several bridges one of which
 stands alone ~ the Ponte Vecchio ~ or “Old Bridge” is the only bridge
 to survive the bombing of World War II.
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 About the Hotel Helvetia & Bristol ~ 5-Star Luxury Our hotel for 2 days and 2 nights in Florence is the Helvetia & Bristol. The Helvetia & Bristol is authentic Italiano and perfectly located in the heart of Florence. Florence would not be Florence without the Hotel Helvetia & Bristol. It is, in fact, not just one of the most luxurious and prestigious hotels of the city but an important symbol of the history of Florence. Since the second half of the 1800s, its refined and elegant rooms have welcomed illustrious members of the international elite, men such as Nobel Prize winners Pirandello, Enrico Fermi, Bertrand Russell and Mikhail Gorbachev. Many other celebrities from all over the world have also chosen the Helvetia & Bristol as their Florentine residence, not just for its wonderful location and but also for its superb service. The building that houses the hotel, which dates to the 1800s, has been meticulously renovated and once again glows with its original splendour. The décor and furniture have been beautifully chosen and the ambiences really do reflect Florentine aristocracy in its most elegant period. The rooms boast antiques, the halls proudly display their 17th century paintings and the panoramic suites give onto the timeless beauty of the cupola of the Brunelleschi duomo. To complete this alluring picture there is a delightful winter garden with a Liberty-style glass ceiling.
 Day 5 | Florence Renaissance Today join your Tour Captain and our local guide on a guided tour of the city of Florence. Florence boasts a variety of fine sights to see, including Santa Maria del Fiore, the Baptistery's Bronze "Gate of Paradise," Giotto's Bell Tower, Signo-ria Square and the Galleria dell'Accademia where Michelangelo's David is housed. We also visit Piazza Reppublica, Piazza Signoria and the "old bridge" - Ponte Vecchio - the only bridge to survive World War II bombing. A great morning tour allows you to enjoy the afternoon for shopping and sightseeing on your own. We highly recommend the Uffizi Gallery, if you want to dig deeper into the vast riches of Florence's art heritage. Inquire with QueensLander Tours’ Reservations at 1 877 865 6711 and someone will help you. This afternoon you may also choose from our Italian Culinary Experience or Optional Round-Trip Train Tickets to Pisa. Inquire with reservations if you're interested in optional excursions.
 Italy’s Great Cities SMALL GROUP TOUR
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 Tonight for dinner you may explore on your own, however, the Tour Captain will invite you to join them. Meet in the lobby for another wonderful dining experience. INCLUDED GUIDED TOUR WITH SUSANNA, OUR LOCAL GUIDE: Today ENJOY ADMISSION & SIGHTSEEING to:
 • Admission and tour of Galleria dell'Accademia ~ first art school of Europe featuring the original The David by Michelangelo ~ Enjoy up close and personal inspection of Michelangelo's most famous creation.
 • Admission and tour of Basilica di Santa Maria del Fiore ~ The
 "Duomo," Baptistery and Giotto's Campanile • Admission and tour of Santa Croce ~ The Basilica di Santa Croce
 (Basilica of the Holy Cross) is the principal Franciscan church in Florence, Italy, and a minor basilica of the Roman Catholic Church. It is the burial place of some of the most illustrious Ital-ians, such as Michelangelo, Galileo, Machiavelli, Foscolo, Gen-tile, Rossini, and Marconi, thus it is known also as the Temple of the Italian Glories (Tempio dell'Itale Glorie). If touring on Sun-day, entrance to the Duomo and Santa Croce will be after 1:30pm.
 • Sightseeing tour of Piazza della Repubblica, Piazza della Signo-
 ria and the Ponte Vecchio (Old Bridge) and the only bridge to survive World War II Bombing
 Walking Level: Moderate, Leisurely Pace; Volume: Moderate to Ample
 Continues next page...
 Florence & In To Tuscany
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 Italy’s Great Cities SMALL GROUP TOUR
 Tuscany ~ ToscanaTuscany ~ ToscanaTuscany ~ ToscanaTuscany ~ Toscana Day 6 | Discovering Tuscany's San Gimignano, and Castello della Paneretta in beautiful Tuscany Cities: San Gimignano, Cortona (lodging) Region: Toscana This morning we leave the cities and delve deep into the heart of Tuscany. Our first stop is the hilltop village of San Gimignano. One of San Gimignano's most impressive sights is the medieval skyline made up of 13 remaining towers dating back from the 11th century. San Gimignano rises on a hill dominating the Elsa Valley. The town increased in wealth and developed greatly during the Middle-Ages thanks to the "Via Francigena" the trading and pilgrim's route that crossed it. Once in San Gimignano, we enjoy free time to explore the city of towers. San Gimignano also has several distractions for shopping - so dig in and enjoy. We'll toast our arrival into the countryside of Tuscany with our first taste of Vernaccia ~ a white wine that hails from 'San Gimi.' CHIANTI CLASSICO REGION
 Castello della PanerettaCastello della PanerettaCastello della PanerettaCastello della Paneretta Winery Tour, Wine Tasting, Olive Oil Tasting & Lunch Included Immersion Experience: Castello della Paneretta ~ Our very own castle in the heart of Tuscany welcomes and delights! From San Gimi we're off to Castello della Paneretta ~ for a tour of the produc-tion facilities, cellars, and a delightful wine-tasting experience with lunch. Our lunch features palate-pleasing appetizers, including pecorino cheese, bruschetta, and other delights. Where else to experience lunch but in the castle banquet hall. You'll get your fill of classic Chianti and Super Tuscan vino along with delicate cuisine. The Paneretta Castle is situated in the Chianti Classico area on the western slopes of the dominating hills of the Elsa valley, looking towards S. Gimignano. It was built around an ancient sighting tower. The morning after the battle from Montaperti, the “Ghibellini” ordered to leave the castle of Cepparello in 1260. This place was an important suburb and fortress of this area. So the sight-ing tower becomes bigger and reaches its importance. The first owners of the castle were the family Vettori, the last heir, Maddalena, brought it as dowry to her wedding with Ludovico Capponi in 1577. The couple restored the castle completely and commissioned Bernardino Poccetti, important manner painter, to fresco the loggia of the court. In this era the Paneretta became a place of passing by for painters and poets, one of those,
 On occasion we may substitute Villa Dievole, Castello di Monsanto and/or another local winery. Check with QueensLander Reservations for final details.
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 Tuscany & Assisi in Perugia, Umbria
 Gerolamo Muzio, dedicated a poem to the castle and remained here until his death. Also the production of wine is documented from 1596, on. In 1696, Cassandra Capponi brought the castle, an important collection of codex’s, parchments and books into her marriage with the Marchese Car-lo Riccardi Strozzi. This collection formed the nucleus of the Riccardian library in Florence. The Strozzi family remained owner of the castle until 1984, in this year, the family Albisetti took over. With its 309 hectares ( majority wood) the Paneretta is one of the biggest farms of the area, producing 900 hectolitres of wine from 22 hectares of vineyards. ON TO CORTONA Mid to late-afternoon we enjoy a leisurely drive to the delightful hill town of Cortona for our third night in the heart of Tuscany. An absolute-ly beautiful town awaits us and an equally authentic welcome dinner is included. We arrive Villa Marsili and the Tour Captain checks you in to your room. Time to freshen up before meeting in the lobby tonight for a short walk to dinner at Paola & Franco's. INCLUDED DINING TONIGHT: Join your Tour Captain for a wel-come dinner at Paola's and Franco's restaurant, Locanda al Pozzo Antico. Tonight, we soak up an authentic Italian dinner, hand-crafted by the owners in the setting of a small Tuscan ristorante. There's nothing pre-pared in advance here, and that's just how we like it! The ensuing chaos and ritual merge together here to create none other than the magic of Ita-ly! Remember, dinners in Italy usually don't begin until around 9pm. Our dinner experience will begin slightly earlier but we'll try to blend in as much as possible. Slow-experienced dinners, where you visit and share the stories of the day, is the culture throughout Italy. Sit back, breathe deeply, relax and soak in all that is Italy. 1 Night at Villa Marsili Deluxe Rooms INCLUDED SIGHTSEEING AND ADMISSION: Today ENJOY ADMISSION & SIGHTSEEING to:
 • Sightseeing and free time in Tuscan town of San Gimignano • Admission, Tour and Wine Tasting at Castello della
 Paneretta ~ located in the heart of Tuscany
 When we read Frances Mayes'
 Under the Tuscan Sun, about ren-ovating an Italian villa, we
 particularly loved her recipes laced throughout the book — especially
 for basil chicken.
 All you need to add is a good bottle of Tuscan wine, a loaf of bread, and some sunshine.
 ingredients
 Six 8 oz. chicken breasts (skinless, boneless, rinsed and dried)
 1/2 cup basil leaves
 1/2 cup spring onions or scallions (thinly sliced)
 1/4 cup fresh lemon juice
 3 tomatoes (seeded and sliced)
 4 Tablespoons olive oil
 salt, to taste pepper, to taste
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 Italy’s Great Cities SMALL GROUP TOUR
 • Tuscany's Wine Road affords great views and discoveries. Walking Level: Light to Moderate, Leisurely Pace, Volume: Moderate ABOUT VILLA MARSILI Villa Marsili is situated inside the town walls of Cortona, and dates back as far as the 14th century, where the site actually housed a very old church and Oratory named Madonna degli Alemanni. Later in the 1700s, the site held the villa that now has become the beautiful Villa Marsili.
 Assisi Assisi Assisi Assisi in Perugia, Umbriain Perugia, Umbriain Perugia, Umbriain Perugia, Umbria Saint Francis & Assisi Day 7 | Cortona in Arrezo, Assisi in Umbria After breakfast, enjoy morning in Cortona – is a small but fascinating city in the province of Arezzo, Tuscany, situated on a commanding hill, and overlooking Lake Trasimeno. Its cyclopean walls, still in great part preserved, are said to be 3000 years old. It was one of the twelve cities of Etruria and is our host this morning as we observe Italian life in Tuscany! Depart late morning or mid-day for Assisi where our tour includes a tour of the Basilica: the mystic city of St. Francis surrounded by ancient walls lies on top of the green slopes of Mount
 Subasio. You will have a visit of the Basilica of St. Francis, with the masterpieces of Giotto and Cimabue. Then we're off to Rome – where all roads lead.
 Rome~ Roma Welcome to Rome | Where All Roads Lead City: Rome Region: Lazio Upon arrival Rome, we drive to the center of Old Rome and check in to our hotel, the Grand Hotel de la Minerve. Meet the Tour Captain in the lobby for a short walk to our Welcome Dinner. Welcome to Rome! INCLUDED DINING TONIGHT: Join your Tour Captain for a welcome dinner in Roma. 5-STAR LUXURY HOTEL: Grand Hotel de la Minerve CLASSIC HOTEL: Hotel Abruzzi (this hotel was completely remodeled & is now a nice classic budget hotel). Walking Level: Light, Leisurely Pace; Volume: Light ABOUT GRAND HOTEL DE LA MINERVE The 5-Star Luxury Grand Hotel de la Minerve is housed in a mansion dating from the 1600’s. Set in Rome’s his-torical city center, the hotel overlooks the Pantheon and is just minutes from Piazza Navona, the Trevi Foun-tain and the Spanish Steps. Completely renovated to better meet the needs of its modern, sophisticated guests, the hotel has retained its noble, elegant lines and the warmth of a comfortable, welcoming aristocratic “home.”
 Saint Francis of Assisi On February 24, 1209, according to Jordan of Giano, Francis heard
 a sermon that changed his life.
 The sermon was about Matthew 10:9,
 in which Christ tells his followers they should go forth and proclaim that the Kingdom of Heav-en was upon them, that they should take no money with them, nor even a walking stick or shoes for the road.
 Francis was inspired to devote himself to a life of poverty.
 "There was a dream that was Rome. You could only whisper it. Anything more than a whisper and it would vanish, it was so fragile."
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 Rome ~ Where All Roads Lead Vatican City, The Forum, Roman Holiday
 Imperial Rome Imperial Rome Imperial Rome Imperial Rome Day 8 | The Empire of Rome Comes to Life After breakfast, we begin our walking tour of Rome. The best way to experience Rome truly is walking, and so keeping in stride with the Empire, we walk from the hotel to the Colosseum and Roman Forum for our in-depth touring experi-ence complete with admission. We venture back in time as with our walk through the archaeological dig that is the Roman Forum. Then we enjoy admis-sion to the Colosseum. This landmark is one of the most impressive sights in all of Europe. And did you know, all of Rome is a live archaeological dig? Literally, new discoveries are happening all of the time. After our world-class touring expe-rience of Imperial Rome, the balance of the day is free until our Farewell Dinner event tonight. Ask Reservations about optional tours for today. INCLUDED SIGHTSEEING AND ADMISSION WITH LOCAL GUIDE, CYNTHIA: Today ENJOY ADMISSION & SIGHTSEEING to:
 • Admission and Guided Tour of Heart of The Empire: Roman Forum walk through archaeological dig
 • Admission and Guided Tour of Colosseum ~ There once was a dream that was Rome
 • Sightseeing Stop with historical commentary above Circus Maximus, Capitoline Hill and sightseeing drive to Jewish Quarter and Mouth of Truth.
 NOTE: Throughout our stay in Rome we will frequent most of these famous sites: Trevi Fountain, Piazza di Spagna or Spanish Steps, and Piazza Navona, where mock nautical battles took place in the venue. Walking Level: Moderate, Leisurely Pace; Volume: Ample INCLUDED FAREWELL GALA & DINNER: One of our favorite nights of fun and celebration as we toast one another to a wonderful trek together. The venue and the music make for the perfect ending to your Italian vacation. Tonight, enjoy our farewell dinner with your Tour Captain. It is a night of fun, great cuisine and vino, and memories! Our days have been filled with new sights, tastes and discov-eries - tonight enjoy reflecting on the incredible journey we've had together.
 Origins Ever wonder where the phrase, “All Roads Lead to
 Rome” originated? It’s from...
 Mille viae ducunt homines per saecu-
 la Romam ~
 Literally translated...
 A thousand roads lead
 men forever to
 Rome
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 Italy’s Great Cities SMALL GROUP TOUR
 Vatican CityVatican CityVatican CityVatican City Day 9 | Welcome to Rome ~ Today we have in-depth touring of St. Peter's and the Square, Bernini and Vatican City City: Vatican City Region: Sovereign City State
 After a great breakfast, we begin our journey to St. Peters' Basilica. We begin along the banks of the Ti-ber River in the heart of Rome. Your Tour Captain provides commentary at important points along the route including Castello San Angelo, the Justice Palace and finally arriving at St. Peter's square. We navigate along the outer perimeter of the square before meeting our local guide for admission and tour of Vatican City. Our tour includes the Vatican museums, Sistine Chapel and St. Peter's Basilica - however, make note the Pope may close any of the Vatican at any time without notice for a variety of reasons. After exiting the Vatican via St. Peter's square - smaller groups will take taxis to relocate to the Pantheon where you will enjoy a delightful lunch at one of the many restaurants in the Piazza (not included). After our tour of Vatican City, consider optional excursions from Reservations, and consider an op-tional dinner with the Tour Captain tonight. INCLUDED SIGHTSEEING AND ADMISSION WITH LOCAL GUIDE, CYNTHIA: Today ENJOY ADMISSION & SIGHTSEEING to:
 • Admission and Guided Tour to St. Peter's Basilica • Admission and Guided Tour of Sistine Chapel • Admission and Guided Tour of Vatican City Museum • Entrance and Guided Tour of Pantheon
 Walking Level: Moderate, Leisurely Pace; Volume: Ample INCLUDED FAREWELL GALA & DINNER: One of our favorite nights of fun and celebration as we toast one another to a wonderful trek together. The venue and the music make for the perfect ending to your Italian vacation. Tonight, enjoy our farewell dinner with your Tour Captain. It is a night of fun, great cuisine and vino, and memories! Our days have been filled with new sights, tastes and discoveries - tonight enjoy reflecting on the incredible journey we've had together. NOTE: Certain tour departures will feature an After-Hours Visit to the Vatican in place of our scheduled day visit. Please inquire with reservations. Day 10 | Arrivederci Day Catch flights for the USA from Rome. Until we meet again, may your days be full of discovery and your nights full of good friends. Inquire with reservations for departure transfers and extension options.
 ***Tour Adventure Concludes***
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 Rome ~ Where All Roads Lead Vatican City, The Forum, Roman Holiday
 10 Days Round-Trip Air (not included), 8 Nights Hotel Accommodations. Extend your tour with 4 days, 3 nights on the Amalfi Coast or other exciting destination. Inquire with reservations. Tour Begins: Venice, Italy. Optional Arrival Transfer is available. Please inquire with reservations: We will pick you up at the Venice Airport and transfer you across the Bay of Venice in our private boat. Tour Ends: Rome, Italy. Optional Departure Transfer is available. From Rome hotel to Rome Airport (FCO). In-quire with reservations.
 Walking Tour: We walk a lot on this trip. This tour is designed to immerse yourself in the Italian culture and ’great city life and history.’ In order to achieve this we walk through the cities at a leisurely, enjoyable pace. Our hotels are located in the hearts of each city and therefore reliance on motorized transfers is minimal. Dates & Rates: Tour price is per person based on double occupancy. Solo supplement applies for a private room to yourself. Triple occupancy is available at double occu-pancy per person rate.
 ~ All Full Breakfasts with Italian Coffee and Cappuccino.
 ~ 5 Italian dining “events” with regional wine and cuisine
 in the traditional Italian style at real restaurants, not
 hotel buffets!
 ~ Dinners include bottled “la aqua naturale” water, coffee,
 soda and/or regional wine.
 ~ Welcome Dinner in Venice kicks-off the tour and Fare-
 well Dinner in the eternal city, Rome, caps with the
 perfect finale experience.
 ~ Baggage handling, hotel taxes, hotel service charges
 (items of a personal nature not included)
 ~ Gratuities are included for your Tour Captain, Local
 Guides and Drivers. Your wait staff’s gratuities are
 also included on the five included dinners.
 ~ All Sightseeing and Admissions described in itinerary
 – we never up-sell while on tour!
 ~ Wireless headsets to hear your guide clearly and dis-
 tinctly in select public places – select itineraries.
 ~ Deluxe, air-conditioned mini-coaches with panoramic
 windows and comfortable seating.
 ~ Certain departures include Eurostar 1st Class Rail Travel
 with Reserved Seats
 ~ Services of English-speaking Tour Captain and Italian-
 authorized local QueensLander Certified Guides
 throughout tour provide excellent service and guided
 commentary.
 ~ Deluxe hotel properties that boast authentic Italian cul-
 ture and style. Private baths, non-smoking and located
 Tour Information YOUR DELUXE TRUE SMALL-GROUP TOUR INCLUDES:
 Call 1 (877) 865-6711 for Reservations & Details
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