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S ep t em b e/ Oct o b e 2 0 0 8 i sla n d s. c o m

t o r t o l a

G u a n a

BritishVirGin

islands

Pla

he summit arrives quickly. at the

en of my 800-yr clmb up ruttetrl, i tke lt tep oto woode
plt-form tht re bove the foret. Here theBrth Vrgn iln re mne
lone,

hey 360-egree kngom of teppng tone n fomyreef. atop Gor Pek,
Vrgn Gor 1,370-foot ummt,the e breeze trum the cnopy to prouce
crekng oothg rockg chr. i the dtce, i ee thumbl-zed lbot ply cro
blue butter, ther peger oblv-ou to the pnorm before me. down on the
wter, theyllever be be to ee the BVi ke i o rght ow.

My of the vtor who rrve here explore theBVi o lg chrter. They t
mog the prc-pl ld Tortol, aegd d Vrg Gord well more th 50 other ld,
cy d rockhue coe together. i ct ook to y horzo

wthout whte l remnng me of n exploon hdkerchef fctory. But
trveled the BVire by e, much rem he o .

My love for the e eep nyone, but i knowtht you c m thg from the
wter. Tht clude tblegroud d retroom tht doet ouce your tetoto the
world, ye, but lo fry foret the glomg, hddewmmg hole d cb drver pto
of lfe dvce. i lokow t mtke to thk you kow ythg well evef t ctterg
of Crbbe for fe rfe wthurpre, d ofte ll t tke freh pth to uvel
them.so mn the wn n tow the pnnker! i cme to theBVi for the jourey
wr, wy from coute moorg,mr beche to the uee pce.

The rt thg i dcovered o rrvg t Tortol rportw Movee Fhe. Th oc
gue wou be my cb rverrther thn hp cptn. she wept up my hevy uffel
bgto her tx f t were cocout. O the rve towr thesugr M Hote o the
orth hore of appe By, the meof the e bew through my ope wow. We pe
mbechfrot br, Bomb surfe shck. it ooke f t hbeen emble from otm tht
h whe hore, hcollped oce or twce d bee reembled by ptro fterhppy
hour. Wht cught my tteto w pr of dutrl-ze pte wvg the breeze. Bomb
crzy pce,

Movee d her Eglh-Creole ccet. she tlked of thebr fmou pychoctve
muhroom te. if you hve oeof thoe rk, you c wk to arub. Wtchg me
therer vew mrror, he wgge ger: stck to rum.

The followng mornng Movene pcke me up t thehotel t 8 hrp, d off
we wet. sce my m w to exploreTortol nteror, tht where we hee,
clmbng nrrowro twtng hgh nto the ky, hemme n by wnernggot n crubby
bruh. We rove through the Fhe Hll

new vists opep whie hittigTotos oswith MovieeFhie (ight),hiig p
SgeMoti (beow)

wig cosseb GIs (opposite).
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Wteot get-ws sch s the

Sg Mi Hote(bove op-

posite, top et) the Bitte E ychtCb (opposite) eie o xitigwhie
expoig the

BVI b .

For the terra-rmaadventurer, the BVI can

be mildly maddening.Seeing a great scattering

of islands, you wonder,Is it better over there?

communty, mkng our wy lowly pt ere of murlpte o cocrete w bee
the ro.

look t the ptg, Movee comme.Oe Fhe Hll murl how me lodg bg of d
oto

burro, fmle terrcg the ld for crop d boy uhergcow through chute
of woo fencng. Movene noe toth t ptg. Hve to get the tt off, he
.

i tre t the pntng, feelng gret pty for the cow.Fy t we o me:
Theyre gettg the tck off.

You mut be frm-h! Movee , ughg.Jut own the ro we toppe t nother
murl, th one

tucke ne breezy open-r pvlon fcng the tnte. The murl epcte
lovely, long-go cene of the com-munty gthere upon common green he
by gret treen bcke by hnkerchef-le e, people oclzng the

wy they before we wthrew nto our own nrrow lve.adult goped;
chldre d muc plyed. Fhed dmrgthe mur, i t o jcet bech mre the
curret

cee. a kot of me plyed crd the hde of gret tree.Three elerly
women ree n ther suny nery on thFry crre on n nmte converton, pobly
boutthe gmbg me. i took t , hppy to be ubber.

For everl dy Movee howed me roud Tortol. Oefternoon he roppe me
off n Ro Town, the cptl ofthe BVi. it treet were crowe, n people
plle from

bnk, ofce n hop. Everywhere people hu-tled bout, people cte do,
but my of themme t ech other exchge greetg.

i m not fn of toppng trnger on thetreet, but i hd to kow why
everyoe w o cor-dl. i topped the fredlet m i w d kedhm. He mle t me
wth how of pty. Youve the other wor, he . We ve th.

Whe i retured to the cr, Movee w ellg bg of weet pottoe through
the cr wdow. Frmg pro-

ve Movene more of lvng thn ecortng the rre trv-eer who, ke me,
wt to ctuy rve rou. Ether wy,though, her focu w o the ld. You cot
jut put plt the grou, he to me. They ee to be urture.

O my thr y, Movee evere me to Torto sgeMout ntol Prk, home to
the BVi hghet pot t1,716 feet. The ole g potg the wy to the ummt
look f t hoted buffet for termte ll the better to keep th

route to oe ef. it woerfu hke, fforg cotererforet erety , o cer
y, ecpe of pe bue.Ufortutely, th prtculr dy w ot cler; foggy
cloud

bnk rn up the lope, lenng sge Mountn fetchng,Jurassic Park r.
The hkg w t ejoybe. Thck, hgh-cnope foret cloe bout me n hum
embrce, nleve fell wth etrcg lowe tht, lke my thg the BVi, ubbe the
wor ruh. Whe i reche thehghet groun n ll the ln, t w mrke only by
two
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Eve o iexpotio, the se sibots ews cose b, iethese t the BitteE
ycht Cb oVigi Go.
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Cocwise omtop ight: MotHeth ntioP mistie o To-to oe
itimtesights, s oes thepivte wieesso G Is.

rmy-green benche n the wn pplung n the tree.The oly other people
i w here were two lover who clerlyexpected o oe ele to come log.
Whe i metoed thelover bck t the cr, Movene clucke pprovngly: Onecet
ct jge oe. Two cet the bg jge.

For the terr-rm venturer, the BVi cn be mllymenng. Every tme you
top re lke sge Mountn, gret ctterg of ld pper, d hum ture beg

wht t , you woer, i t better over there?not better, but wy
fferet. Movee h

how me wht he could o Tortol. she depotedme t Trell By Mr, but
ot before wtchgme wlk dow the dock d bord the proper botfor the
15-mute re to Gu i.

i h been tol tht th prvtely ownereort h pye hot to t hre of
ceeb-rty guet, but wht mttere to me w Gu

wlerne renown. awy from the unertte

ccommoton, whch hve cp of bout 30 guet t tme, roughy 65 percet
of the 850-cre h bee eftloe. it rem prte eough tht cett mke
regulrpgrmge to the pce to tuy the or fu, thoughpobly they mght
enjoy lollng upon empty beche ng o ute yeowt pper, too.

Here on Gun, i ece to hke to Chcken Rock, noutcroppg off the
orthwet pot of the . Oe of theguet hook her he mntly: Ohhhhh, i
woulnt go toChcke Rock. it fr too fr. Much eer would hve bee topee
cro the wter o the reort 68-foot power ycht.

i h lrey conulte the trl mp; n hour hke not eem much to ee rock
hpe lke chcken. suchopportuty preet tef oce fetme. Whoever the
venture n the journey mybe t w Movene

w very we. The hke to Chcken Rock w glorou. Thetrl roe d fell
beeth udertory of tmrd, po,gumbo-lmbo d royl poc. My of the tree
proutedhowy ower now whte, enul re n cheery yel-low d eve more
brche upported epphyte, the o-clle r plnt tht ext upon the bough of
ther hot.Orch perche everywhere. in the lence, nke (hrm-le) nnounce
ther trvel wth ry crtchng. One thumb-thck, drk d 2 feet log moved
to cro the trl.Whe i tood tll to wtch t p, t pued to wtch me, t

e tg copg wth mpube eccy.i hve wy h b uck eeg hpe rock, but i
wtell you tht Chcke Rock look exctly lke chcke. it qutupon rk
volcnc rock tht wll never htch, on pont thtjut to the Crbbe se.
Better t, there eep poo tChcke Rock be, poo ope to the e o tht
merof h mll bout n t emerl-blue wter. Volcnc legeurrou the poo,
perfect for epg, rm wmg, utyour breth tur rpy d your rm d leg go
rubbery from
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Whie the bo-es o the Bths

(opposite) e mst-see o Vigi

Go, it ws thehie to G

Iss Chiceroc (et) tht

ispie the tho(bove) to ive i.

pullg yourelf over the lge-coted rock g d g. atthe er e of the
poo the wve hve crve m uer-wter cver 10 feet beeth the urfce. Hgg
upde dowfrom the cver p to the wter, i cou ee h choog the how whe
my boy wye to the pue of the e.

Boter could chor d wm the pool beeth ChckeRock, but they cou ot
hke home, u ow o the horzo,through foret fued wth ooty gold. Tht
eve g i dedo bree rck of mb wth the other Gu guet. Whethey ke me
how my wk cro the w, i to them,qute hoety, tht t w oe of the bet y
of my fe.

Thoe bet y contnue to up i ferre fromld to ld. i loved the
lt-whed commute o the BViremrkbly efcet ferry ytem; the throbbg of
the egebelow eck, the eck themelve ple wth boxe of frehvegetble,
beer, hubcp. i w o cught up thoe detl,i foun myelf kng repetely, i
th the ferry to VrgnGor? The oc potey were g g.

i eventully bore tht ferry. Vrgn Gor, of coure, home to the fme
Bth, tohg jumbe of houe-zed grte boulder. The Bth re everybody
mut-ee o y gve fteroo otll of lbot chor offhored zodc buzz d out
from the whte-d bech butthey re o pe to the pth e-trvee.

i wte ut jut before uet, the ght the -bot both were pperng. Mkng
my wythrough the grtc mze, the oy ou w theoft lp n gurgle of wter
gnt rock. Crbcurre for cover, n the ncomng urge ent ftemer ger of
wter ppg over my bre feet.

Mny vtor ont venture beyon the Bth,o the extreme outhweter tp of
Vrg Gor.i ctuy wte to ee the whoe, the bet plce to o tht , of
coure, from top

Gor Pek, fr from hore n the hert of the ln. i cno loger mge trp
to the BVi wthout tht vew. To theet of Gor Pek the fmou Btter En
Ycht Club,

wter-port n lng mecc for the entre Crbben,where the hkerchef re
out force.

Grted, my of the pth o the BVi bete or oth-erwe o le bck to the
wter. But now i hve eenthe pth tht e to woer. dev By ot frfrom the
Bth le th 15 mute of boulder-crbblg

up ow. i hke there to ty 50-yr cup ofn pnone between the fme
grnte bouler. it whbte oy by the met breeze.

aventure oe not lwy nnounce telf wth hout,though i dd. i yked
off my hrt, whoopedd r. The Crbbe urged forwrd frothy ruh, i ept.
The wter cuppeme rmly d pulled me to the e. i left myfeet e to wor
of gree. ^

When they asked mmy walk across thewas, I told them,

honestly, that it waof the best days of m

islands.com/bv
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Plan Your TriP: BVi

FlY o ameic aiies thogh Peto

rico to Totos ipot (EIS). aa.com

staY o Toto t the Sg Mi Hote,

which is estoe 17th-cet sg

ptt io o appe B. sugarmillhotel.com

O Vigi Go, Mgo B resot t

Mhoe B compises pictesqe vis

with get ig soeig ight

thee o the shoe. mangobayresort.com

Thee is o bette pce i the BVI o

wte p th t he Bitt e E ycht Cb,with moe th mie o oceot o
noth

Stti sos. Fi evethig om si-

ig to fshig, itesfg to ivig. beyc.com

litte dix B, o the west cost, coties

to efe eegce topic is. T

Coo Ccmbe om eowe mixoogist

Bi V Fe. littledixbay.com G

Is hs 850 ces o x meities

woe wis. Fo timte pivc, boo

the esots noth Bech Cottge.guana.com

Eat t Pms deight o Totos Cot

B, sevig mi-ste West Ii ishes

ie otis, pts fsh Ceoe. 284-495-4863

T Cs Pst Ps o johces,

cocot be s t ish. 284-494-5156To

ejo thetic Bitish expeiece whieoe o Toto, go o me t Psses

ro Tow Pb. 284-494-3897The roc C

o Vigi Go is me o Iti ishes

sch s spghetti with obste. 284-495-5482

Weee ights, me o oc joits

fe p the bbece o eicios je

chice. The Sg Mi hs estt i

wht ws oce the boiig hose o o

m istie (s o tbe i ot o the

wte). sugarmillhotel.com/restaurant

GEt actiVE o Toto, whee ses he

to appe B, Ce Ge B Josihs

B. Hie to the top o Sge Moti, the

BVIs highest poit. Vigi Go hs Go

Pe, with spectc view.

EXPlorE with tip t o Jost V de

aeg. Meet Foxs B mese

Fox Cwoo, cote extoiie.

nme o hometow, Fox wi cete

oe to it. foxysbar.com Pop ito Sies

Pece love, whee pmet is o the

hoo sstem. Sie coos ee obste ove

fe sig secet mi ecipe. 284-495-9271

lEarn morE t bvitourism.com
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