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17. Vakalatnama
 IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
 [CIVIL WRIT JURISDICTION]
 W.P. (C) NO. _____ OF 2012
 IN THE MATTER OF: Ujjwal Madan & Ors …PETITIONERS VERSUS Union of India & Ors …RESPONDENTS
 MEMO OF PARTIES
 1. Ujjwal Madan S/o Shri Rakesh Madan KG-1/264 Vikas Puri, New Delhi
 Petitioner No.1
 2. Shubham Sinha S/o Shri Prabhat Kumar Sinha Block No.252, Flat No. 6B, Railway Officers Enclave, P.K. Road, New Delhi – 110001 3. Osho Donnie Ashok
 S/o Shri Bidya Ashok 5th Floor, Gowalia Tank Building,
 A-Block, Nana Chowk, Mumbai - 400036
 Petitioner No. 2 Petitioner No. 3
 VERSUS
 1. Union of India, Ministry of Human Resource Development Through its Secretary 4th Floor, A-Wing, Shastri Bhawan New Delhi 110 001.
 Respondent No. 1
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2. The Bar Council of India
 Through its Chairman 21, Rouse Avenue InstitutionalArea, Near Bal Bhawan, New Delhi – 110 002
 3. The Convenor,
 Common Law Admission Test, 2012 National Law University, NH-65, Nagaur Road, Mandore, Jodhpur – 342304 (Rajasthan)
 4. The Registrar, National Law University, NH-65, Nagaur Road, Mandore, Jodhpur – 343304 (Rajasthan)
 Respondent No. 2 Respondent No. 3 Respondent No. 4
 VIKAS MEHTA ADVOCATE FOR THE PETITIONERS
 59, Lawyers Chambers Supreme Court of India
 New Delhi 110 001 NEW DELHI DATED:

Page 4
						

IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
 [CIVIL WRIT JURISDICTION]
 CM No. of 2012
 in
 W.P. (C) NO. _____ OF 2012
 IN THE MATTER OF: Ujjwal Madan & Ors …PETITIONERS VERSUS Union of India & Ors …RESPONDENTS
 URGENCY APPLICATION To,
 The Registrar High Court of Delhi New Delhi.
 Sir,
 Kindly treat the accompanying Civil Writ Petition as urgent in accordance
 with the Delhi High Court Rules as urgent orders are prayed for. The
 same may kindly be listed before the Hon’ble Court on 24.05.2012
 Thanking You, Yours Faithfully,
 VIKAS MEHTA ADVOCATE FOR THE PETITIONERS
 NEW DELHI 59, Lawyers Chambers, Supreme Court of India DATED: New Delhi 110 001
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SYNOPSIS
 The present Writ Petition seeks to address serious concerns
 about the conduct of the Common Law Admission Test (CLAT)
 which is conducted by most of the National Law Universities for
 admission to them. Also, Petitioners are praying for an appropriate
 writ to direct the Respondent No. 3, the Convenor of the CLAT, to not
 take into consideration the entirety of the General Knowledge and
 Legal Aptitude sections of the Common Law Admission Test, 2012 on
 the ground that the said sections contained questions which were
 beyond the scope of the syllabus as notified to the aspiring candidates
 who appeared for the Common Law Admission Test, 2012 or in the
 alternative, it is prayed that the questions which did not form part of
 the syllabus and as detailed in the present writ petition not be taken
 into consideration in calculating the total marks of the aspiring
 candidates. It is also prayed that this Hon’ble Court constitute an
 appropriate High Powered Committee to look into the matter of
 institutionalizing CLAT on a more permanent footing so that the exam
 is of a consistently rigorous standard and not subject to the arbitrary
 and inconsistent decision making of the conducting law school, a fact
 that has caused innumerable hardship and pain for the aspiring
 candidates. This Committee, which could be a permanent body, may
 also be directed to frame broader guidelines for the conduct of the
 CLAT exam, including the formulation of an appropriate syllabus that
 has a direct and significant nexus to one’s aptitude for the study of the
 law, on the lines of leading law entrance exams conducted worldwide
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such as LSAT and keeping in mind the specific cultural and other
 factors prevalent in India.
 It is submitted that after stating that the Legal Aptitude section
 of the test would not require prior knowledge of law and legal
 concepts, some of the questions asked were:
 Legal Aptitude
 i. Under which article is the right to equality encompassed? ii. Is Right to information a constitutional right, a statutory
 right or based on common law? iii. An assertion was made regarding reservation laws being
 unconstitutional in India. Students were expected to provide reasoning in support of the same, based on their prior knowledge of reservation provisions enshrined in the Constitution of India.
 iv. Questions were formulated using concepts from Austin’s theory of law, requiring students to have prior knowledge of this jurisprudential concept.
 The syllabus of this section read as follows:
 Legal Aptitude (50 marks)
 This section will test students only on “legal aptitude”. Questions will be framed with the help of legal propositions (described in the paper), and a set of facts to which the said proposition has to be applied. Some propositions may not be “true” in the real sense (e.g. the legal proposition might be that any person who speaks in a movie hall and disturbs others who are watching the movie will be banned from entering any movie theatre across India for one year). Candidates will have to assume the “truth” of these propositions and answer the questions accordingly.
 Candidates will not be tested on any prior knowledge of law or legal concepts. If a technical/legal term is used in the question, that term will be explained in the question itself. For example, if the word patent is used, the meaning of patent (“a legal monopoly granted by the government for certain kinds of inventions”) will also be explained.
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It is submitted that even apart from the fact that these questions are
 outside the syllabus, to at all expect 12th standard school students to
 know these answers would be imagining that they are law graduates
 already.
 The Common Law Admission Test (CLAT) is an all India entrance
 examination conducted on a rotation basis (as detailed below) by one
 of the National Law Schools/Universities (NLU’s), for admission into
 the various NLU’s in India. For the academic year 2012-2013, the
 said CLAT was conducted by the Respondent No. 3 for entry into 14
 National Law Schools/Universities for admissions to their under-
 graduate and graduate degree programmes (LL.B & LL.M). The 14
 institutions which use the CLAT as a pre-screening mechanism are:
 1. NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad (estd. 1998)
 2. National Law Institute University, Bhopal (estd. 1998)
 3. The West Bengal National University of Juridical Sciences,
 Kolkata (estd. 1999)
 4. National Law University, Jodhpur, Jodhpur (estd. 1999)
 5. Gujarat National Law University, Gandhinagar (estd. 2003)
 6. Hidayatullah National Law University, Raipur (estd. 2003)
 7. National University of Advanced Legal Studies, Kochi (estd. 2005)
 8. Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia National Law University, Lucknow (estd.
 2005)
 9. Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Patiala (estd. 2006)
 10. Chanakya National Law University, Patna (estd. 2006)
 11. National Law University, Delhi, New Delhi (estd. 2008)
 12. National Law University, Orissa, Cuttack (estd. 2009)
 13. National University of Study and Research in Law, Ranchi (estd.
 2010)
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14. National Law School and Judicial Academy, Assam, Guwahati
 (estd. 2011)
 As per the provisions of the Advocates Act, 1961, the overall
 supervision and control over legal education in India is vested with
 the Bar Council of India (BCI) who are to frame norms in
 consultation with the Law Universities. Prior to 2008, all NLU’s
 conducted their own admissions tests which resulted in a number of
 difficulties being faced by aspiring law students such as conflicting
 timings with other major examinations, holding of tests at different
 locations etc. Consequently, a Public Interest Litigation was filed
 before the Supreme Court of India being WP (C) No. 68/2006 Varun
 Bhagat v Union of India & Ors. wherein the Supreme Court was
 pleased to direct the Union of India to consult with the NLU’s to
 formulate a common test for admission into the National Law
 Schools/Universities in India.
 As a result of the same, the CLAT was introduced as a common
 entrance system into 14 NLU’s across the country. The first CLAT
 was conducted by NLSIU, Bangalore in 2008.
 The 5th edition of the CLAT, i.e. CLAT 2012 was to be
 conducted by the National Law University, Jodhpur. Consequently,
 the Convenor of the CLAT, the Respondent No. 3 herein published an
 advertisement notifying the relevant dates for the conduct of the
 Common Law Admission Test, 2012. For the purpose of the CLAT
 2012, the pattern and syllabus was prescribed by the Respondent No.
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3, the said syllabus was put up on the website and also detailed in the
 information brochure which was also made available on the website.
 As per the said information brochure of the CLAT, the syllabus was
 enumerated as follows for the General Knowledge Section:
 General Knowledge/Current Affairs (50 marks)
 This section will only test students on their knowledge of current affairs (broadly defined as matters featuring in the mainstream media between March 2011 and March 2012)
 However, much to the hardship of various candidates who
 appeared for the examination, the questions included in the final
 paper, specifically in the General Knowledge and Legal Aptitude
 sections, were wholly inconsistent with the prescribed syllabus. The
 General Knowledge section tested candidates on aspects well beyond
 the scope of “matters featuring in the mainstream media between
 March 2011 and March 2012”. Even though the explanation to the
 Legal Aptitude Section clearly provided that the candidates will not
 be tested on any prior knowledge of law or legal concepts, many
 of the questions in the CLAT, 2012 contained no supporting legal
 principles and therefore, required the aspiring candidates to have a
 prior knowledge of laws and principles. Some of the illustrative
 examples are as follows:
 General Knowledge
 i. The Architect Le Corbusier was a citizen of which country? ii. What was Taiwan earlier called?
 iii. Which is the largest flightless bird?
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iv. Which ocean resembles the English alphabet ‘S’?
 Thus it is evident that the questions contained in the CLAT 2012 were
 wholly arbitrary, unreasonable and violative of the rights of the
 Petitioners under Article 14 of the Constitution of India.
 Hence the present Writ Petition.
 LIST OF DATES
 Date Particulars
 1984 The Bar Council of India, accepted the proposal
 of the Legal Education Committee to modernize
 legal education. This was sought to be done by
 establishing specialized institutions to impart
 legal education in an integrated and diversified
 manner. Thus the first National Law School was
 born at Bangalore which was followed in
 subsequent years by various NLU’s across the
 country. Presently there are 14 NLU’s across
 various states.
 2006 A Public Interest Litigation titled Varun Bhagat v
 Union of India & Ors. WP (C) No. 68/2006 was
 filed whereby the Supreme Court directed the
 Union of India to consult with the National Law
 Universities to formulate a common test for
 admission into the National Law
 Schools/Universities in India. Consequently the
 Common Law Admission Test or CLAT was
 born as a common admission methodology into
 the NLU’s
 23.11.2007 As a result of the direction given by the Hon’ble
 Supreme Court of India, the Ministry of Human
 Resources Development and the University
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Grants Commission, organized a meeting of the
 Vice Chancellors of the seven National Law
 Universities (existing at that time) along with the
 Chairman of the Bar Council and by way of these
 meetings, the members deliberated on instituting
 a convenient method of selecting the most
 promising students with appropriate legal
 aptitude, for admissions into their respective
 National Law Schools by way of a common
 entrance test.
 Pursuant to this meeting, an MOU was signed by
 the Vice Chancellors of the seven NLU’s existing
 at that time to conduct a common admission test
 each year. It was decided that the said Common
 Law Admission Test will be conducted each year
 by each of the law colleges and that the
 responsibility for conducting the exam will be
 rotated and given on the basis of seniority
 11.05.2008 The first CLAT was conducted by NLSIU,
 Bangalore for which a total number of 1037
 seats from eleven law schools were offered to be
 filled by the test.
 2009 - 2011 The CLAT-2009 was conducted by NALSAR,
 Hyderabad, CLAT-2010 by NLIU, Bhopal and
 CLAT 2011 by WBNUJS, Kolkata. About
 13,000 students appeared for the exam in 2008.
 The number of applicants rose to 15,000 in 2009,
 17,300 in 2010 and 24,256 in 2011. The
 progressive rise in the number of applicants
 indicates the increasing popularity of law as a
 career option and the importance of the CLAT as
 an entrance examination filter.
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02.01.2012 An advertisement detailing the upcoming dates of
 the CLAT as well as the detailed syllabus was
 published in the Times of India.
 13.05.2012 The 5th edition of the CLAT 2012 was conducted
 by the Respondent No. 3 herein where students
 were tested on a number of questions,
 particularly in the General Knowledge and Legal
 Aptitude Section which lay completely outside
 the syllabus prescribed by the Respondent No. 3
 causing great hardship and pain to hundreds of
 aspiring students across the country. It is
 submitted that this action of the Respondent No.
 3 is wholly arbitrary, unreasonable and violative
 of the rights of the Petitioner under Article 14 of
 the Constitution of India.
 22.05.2012 Hence the present Writ Petition
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IN THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
 [CIVIL WRIT JURISDICTION]
 W.P. (C) NO. _____ OF 2012 IN THE MATTER OF:
 1. Ujjwal Madan S/o Shri Rakesh Madan KG-1/264 Vikas Puri, New Delhi
 Petitioner NO.1
 2. Shubham Sinha S/o Shri Prabhat Kumar Sinha Block No.252, Flat No. 6B, Railway Officers Enclave, P.K. Road, New Delhi – 110001 3. Osho Donnie Ashok
 S/o Shri Bidya Ashok 5th Floor, Gowalia Tank Building,
 A-Block, Nana Chowk, Mumbai - 400036
 Petitioner No. 2 Petitioner No. 3
 VERSUS
 1. Union of India, Ministry of Human Resource Development Through its Secretary 4th Floor, A-Wing, Shastri Bhawan New Delhi 110 001.
 2. The Bar Council of India
 Through its Chairman 21, Rouse Avenue InstitutionalArea, Near Bal Bhawan, New Delhi – 110 002
 3. The Convenor,
 Common Law Admission Test, 2012 National Law University, NH-65, Nagaur Road,
 Respondent No. 1 Respondent No. 2

Page 14
						

Mandore, Jodhpur – 342304 (Rajasthan)
 4. The Registrar, National Law University, NH-65, Nagaur Road, Mandore, Jodhpur – 343304 (Rajasthan)
 Respondent No. 3 Respondent No. 4
 CIVIL WRIT PETITION UNDER ARTICLE 226 AND 227 OF THE CONSTITUTION OF INDIA FOR:
 (a) issue an appropriate writ, Order or direction in the nature
 of Mandamus or any other writ, Order or direction,
 directing the Respondent No. 3 to not take into
 consideration the entirety of the General Knowledge and
 Legal Aptitude Sections in calculating the marks of the
 aspiring candidates who have appeared for the CLAT,
 2012;
 (b) In the first alternative, issue an appropriate writ, order or
 direction in the nature of Mandamus or any other writ,
 Order or direction, directing the Respondent No. 1 to not
 take into consideration the questions in the General
 Knowledge and the Legal Aptitude Section falling beyond
 the scope of the pattern and syllabus prescribed by the
 Respondent No. 3 as set out on its website and information
 brochure in calculating the marks of the aspiring
 candidates who have appeared for the CLAT, 2012;
 (c) In the second alternative, issue an appropriate writ, order
 or direction in the nature of Mandamus or any other writ,
 Order or direction, directing the Respondent No. 3 to
 provide all candidates with full marks for the questions
 falling beyond the scope of the pattern and syllabus
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prescribed by the Respondent No. 3 as set out on its website
 and information brochure;
 (d) That an appropriate writ, order or direction in the nature
 of Mandamus or any other writ, Order or direction, be
 issued constituting an expert committee to examine the issue
 of institutionalizing CLAT such that the exam maintains a
 consistent standard and further, to examine the scope of
 setting up a permanent institution with full time experts
 well qualified in setting questions that test a candidate for
 his/her aptitude for the study of law including the
 formulation of an appropriate syllabus.
 (e) Issue an appropriate writ, order or direction in the nature
 of Mandamus or any other writ, Order or direction,
 directing the Respondents herein to produce the CLAT
 2012 Question Paper before this Hon’ble Court with
 requisite copies being made available to the Petitioners and
 other parties concerned
 (f) any other order, writ or direction as may be deemed
 appropriate in the circumstances of the case.
 TO, THE HON’BLE CHIEF JUSTICE OF THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AND HIS COMPANION JUDGES OF THE HIGH COURT OF DELHI AT NEW DELHI
 The Petitioners above named respectfully submit as under:
 The present Writ Petition is being filed by the Petitioners praying for
 an appropriate writ to direct the Respondent No. 3 to not take into
 consideration the entirety of the General Knowledge and Legal
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Aptitude sections of the Common Law Admission Test, 2012 on the
 ground that the said sections contained questions which were outside
 the purview of the syllabus as notified to the aspiring candidates who
 appeared for the Common Law Admission Test, 2012. In the
 alternative, it is prayed that the questions which did not form part of
 the syllabus and as illustrated in the present writ petition not be taken
 into consideration in calculating the total marks of the aspiring
 candidates to the Common Law Admission Test 2012. Furthermore,
 in the second alternative, it is prayed that this Hon’ble Court issue an
 appropriate writ/order/direction, directing the Respondent No. 1 to
 award all aspiring candidates with the requisite marks for the
 questions which did not form part of the syllabus. Lastly, it is prayed
 that this Hon’ble Court also issue an appropriate writ/order/direction
 and constitute an appropriate committee to look into the matter of
 upgrading the quality of the CLAT exam and its implementation by
 interlia setting up a permanent CLAT institution with full time
 experts, well qualified in setting high quality questions that test a
 candidate appropriately for his/her aptitude for the study of law
 Further, the Committee may also be directed to frame broader
 guidelines for the conduct of the CLAT exam, including the
 formulation of an appropriate syllabus that has a direct and significant
 nexus to one’s aptitude for the study of the law, on the lines of leading
 law entrance exams conducted worldwide such as LSAT, but keeping
 in mind the specific socio-cultural and other factors prevalent in India.
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It is submitted that the (CLAT) is an all India entrance
 examination conducted on a rotation basis (as detailed below) by one
 of the NLU’s, for admission into the various NLU’s in India. For the
 academic year 2012-2013, the said CLAT was conducted by the
 Respondent No. 3 for entry into 14 NLU’s for admissions to their
 under-graduate and graduate degree programmes (LL.B & LL.M). It
 is submitted that the present writ petition pertains to the said CLAT
 conducted for admission to the under graduate degree programme.
 2. That the Petitioner No.1 is a candidate who appeared for
 CLAT 2012 and wrote the exam on May 15, 2012 in Delhi at
 SGGS College of Commerce, Pitampura
 3. That the Petitioner No. 2 1 is a candidate who appeared for
 CLAT 2012 and wrote the exam on May 13th, 2012 in Delhi at
 Kirori Mal College, Delhi University, North Campus - New
 Delhi
 4. That the Petitioner No. 3 is a candidate who appeared for
 CLAT 2012 and wrote the exam on May 13th 2012 in Mumbai
 at Gopaldas Jhamatlal Advani Law College in Bandra, Mumbai
 5. That the Respondent No. 1 is the wing of the Government of
 India with which vests the responsibility for the administration
 of higher education, including legal education in India
 6. That the Respondent No. 2 is the apex professional body
 responsible for responsible for overall legal education in India
 as well as all matters relating and incidental to admission,
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practice, ethics, privileges, regulations, discipline and
 improvement of the profession
 7. That the Respondent No. 3 is Convenor of the Common Law
 Entrance Test 2012, the current Vice Chancellor of National
 Law University Jodhpur, the University conducting CLAT
 2012
 8. That the Respondent No. 4 is the Registrar of NLU, Jodhpur,
 charged with administrative superintendence over the conduct
 of CLAT 2012.
 9. That the relevant facts leading up to the filing of the present
 writ petition are stated as under:-
 BRIEF HISTORY OF NATIONAL LAW UNIVERSITIES
 (a) After the coming into force of the Advocates Act, 1961, the
 overall supervision and control over legal education, as per
 the Act, and following the decision of the Supreme Court in
 Bar Council of U.P. vs. State of U.P., AIR 1973 SC 231,
 BCI is envisaged as the apex professional body for
 regulating and enforcing the standards to be observed by
 members of the Bar. In consonance with the various State
 Bar Councils, BCI is responsible for all matters relating and
 incidental to admission, practice, ethics, privileges,
 regulations, discipline and improvement of the profession.
 Hence, the Bar Council of India has sought to take various
 steps to reform legal education in India and to this effect, the
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Bar Council of India, in 1984, accepted the proposal of the
 Legal Education Committee to modernize legal education.
 This was sought to be done by establishing specialized
 institutions to impart legal education in an integrated and
 diversified manner. The aim was to revitalize the legal
 profession by making law as an attractive profession and
 making it competitive to attract talent, which was hitherto
 diverted to other professional areas.
 (b) Acting on the proposals of the Legal Education Committee,
 to establish a centre for excellence for legal education and
 research in India, the Bar Council of India, along with the
 Karnataka Bar Council, the Bangalore University, the
 Government of Karnataka and the Judiciary set up the first
 National Law School in the Country. This NLU, known as
 the National Law School of India University (NLSIU) was
 set up under the National Law School of India University
 Act (Karnataka Act 22 of 1986).
 (c) In order to ensure the fulfillment of its objectives and goals,
 the NLSIU selected its students through a National Entrance
 Test conducted in the year 1988 and subsequently, the first
 batch of students from the newly set up NLSIU began its
 academic activities on 1st July 1988.
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(d) Thereafter, recognizing the success of the NLSIU in the
 field of legal education and seeking to follow similar models
 as that of the NLSIU, various other States in the country also
 passed legislation in their respective States to establish
 NLU’s. These NLU’s followed a similar model to that of the
 NLSIU in as much as, all these NLU’s sought to impart
 legal education, over a period of 5 years, to students who
 have completed their 10+2. Moreover, like the NLSIU, these
 National Law Universities also sought to admit students
 through their own National Entrance Test, conducted every
 year in different parts of the country.
 (e) It is submitted that to this date, after the setting up of the
 NLSIU, there have been 14 other National Law Schools
 which have been set up in various States. These National
 Law Schools, in the order of their establishment, are as
 follows:
 National Law Schools set up after NLSIU
 1. NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad (estd. 1998)
 2. National Law Institute University, Bhopal (estd.
 1998)
 3. The West Bengal National University of Juridical
 Sciences, Kolkata (estd. 1999)
 4. National Law University, Jodhpur, Jodhpur (estd.
 1999)
 5. Gujarat National Law University, Gandhinagar (estd.
 2003)
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6. Hidayatullah National Law University, Raipur (estd.
 2003)
 7. National University of Advanced Legal Studies,
 Kochi (estd. 2005)
 8. Dr. Ram Manohar Lohia National Law University,
 Lucknow (estd. 2005)
 9. Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Patiala
 (estd. 2006)
 10. Chanakya National Law University, Patna (estd.
 2006)
 11. National Law University, Delhi, New Delhi (estd.
 2008)
 12. National Law University, Orissa, Cuttack (estd. 2009)
 13. National University of Study and Research in Law,
 Ranchi (estd. 2010)
 14. National Law School and Judicial Academy, Assam,
 Guwahati (estd. 2009)
 (f) As stated above, most of the above NLU’s followed a
 similar method of admission as that of the NLSIU and
 therefore, conducted their own entrance exam to admit
 students to their respective courses. The result of this was
 that every aspiring candidate, who proposed to study law at
 any of these institutions, was required to prepare and appear
 separately, for each one of the examinations conducted by
 each National Law School.
 EVOLUTION OF THE COMMON LAW ADMISSION
 TEST, 2012
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(g) It is submitted that holding separate entrance examinations
 for every law school resulted in various difficulties in as
 much as (i) every student had to prepare separately, as per
 the syllabi prescribed by each National Law School, (ii) the
 time of administration of one test sometimes conflicted with
 other major law college entrance examinations or for other
 streams of study and (iii) the holding of separate tests at
 different test centres in the country often caused logistical
 inconvenience for the aspiring candidates.
 (h) Consequently, a Public Interest Litigation was filed in the
 Supreme Court of India and the Hon’ble Supreme Court of
 India, being Varun Bhagat v Union of India and Ors W.P.
 (C) No. 68/2006 where the Supreme Court passed an order
 directing the Union of India to consult with the National
 Law Universities to formulate a common test for admission
 into the NLU’s in India.
 (i) As a result of the direction given by the Hon’ble Supreme
 Court of India, the Ministry of Human Resources
 Development and the University Grants Commission,
 organized a meeting of the Vice Chancellors of the seven
 National Law Universities (existing at that time) along with
 the Chairman of the Bar Council and by way of these
 meetings, the members deliberated on instituting a
 convenient method of selecting the most promising students
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with appropriate legal aptitude, for admissions into their
 respective National Law Schools by way of a common
 entrance test.
 (j) Pursuant to these meetings and deliberations on 23.11.2007
 a MoU was signed by the Vice Chancellors of the seven
 National Law Universities existing at that time to conduct a
 common admission test each year for entry into the
 respective National Law Universities. It was decided that the
 said Common Law Admission Test will be conducted each
 year by each of the law colleges and that the responsibility
 for conducting the exam will be rotated and given on the
 basis of seniority of the law college.
 (k) Pursuant to the MOU signed on 23.11.2007, the first
 Common Law Admission Test was conducted by the NLSIU
 and the examination was held across the country on 11th
 May 2008. This entrance test was conducted for admission
 to the academic year 2008-2009 and in that year, a total of
 11 National Law Universities admitted students based on the
 score obtained by them in the Common Law Admission
 Test.
 (l) It is submitted that CLAT-2008 was conducted by the
 NLSIU, Bangalore, CLAT-2009 by NALSAR, Hyderabad,
 CLAT-2010 by NLIU, Bhopal and CLAT 2011 by
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WBNUJS, Kolkata. About 13,000 students appeared for the
 exam in 2008. The number of applicants rose to 15,000 in
 2009, 17,300 in 2010 and 24,256 in 2011. The progressive
 rise in the number of applicants suggest the increasing
 popularity of law as a career option and the importance of
 CLAT as an entrance examination that filters the most
 deserving law aspirants for study at the premier law schools
 of India. Thus, given the importance of the exam, a poor
 quality paper that fails to successfully test the aptitude of an
 aspirant for law, defies the very purpose of conducting an
 entrance exam and denies an opportunity for fair
 competition among the thousands of students who appear for
 the exam every year.
 THE COMMON LAW ADMISSION TEST, 2012
 (m) It is submitted that as per the order of universities
 conducting the Common Law Admission Test, the 5th
 edition of the said Common Law Admission Test was to be
 conducted by the National Law University, Jodhpur.
 Consequently, the Convenor of the CLAT, the Respondent
 No. 1 herein published an advertisement in the Times of
 India on notifying the relevant dates for the conduct of the
 Common Law Admission Test, 2012. As per the
 advertisement published and as per the notification put up on
 the website of the CLAT, (www.clat.ac.in) , the important
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dates for the conduct of the test for the academic year 2012-
 2013 were as follows:
 Important Dates for CLAT 2012
 1. Publication of Advertisement i. 2nd January, 2012 (Monday) ii. At regular intervals
 2. Issue of Application Forms (SBI specified branches and All CLAT -2012 Member National Law Universities)
 2nd January, 2012 (Monday)
 3. Last date for submission of filled-in forms
 31st March 2012 (Saturday)
 4. Issue of Hall Tickets Up to 14th April 2012 (Saturday)
 5. Date of CLAT-2012 Examination 13th May 2012 (Sunday) from 03:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
 6. Publication of result 28th May 2012 (Monday)
 7. Fee-deposit by the students of Ist List in the respective institute
 9th June 2012 (Saturday) by 4:00 p.m.
 8. Issue of II list and Re-shuffling 10th June 2012 (Sunday)
 9. Fee-deposit by the students of IInd List in the respective institute
 16th June 2012 (Saturday) by 4:00 p.m.
 10. Issue of IIIrd list and Re-shuffling 17th June 2012 (Sunday)
 11. Fee-deposit by the students of IIIrd List in the respective institute
 23rd June 2012 (Saturday) by 4:00 p.m.
 12. Issue of IVth list and Re-shuffling 24th June 2012 (Sunday)
 13. Fee-deposit by the students of IVth List in the respective institute
 27th June 2012 (Wednesday)
 14. Closing of admissions 30th June 2012 (Saturday)
 15. Commencement of Classes 2nd July 2012 (Monday)
 (n) It is to be noted that the CLAT for the academic year 2012-
 2013 was for the purpose of admission into 14 NLU’s in the
 Country. These Law Schools/Universities are:
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1. National Law School of India University, Bangalore
 (NLSIU)
 2. NALSAR University of Law, Hyderabad (NALSAR)
 3. National Law Institute University, Bhopal (NLIU)
 4. The West Bengal National University of Juridical
 Sciences, Kolkata (WBNUJS)
 5. National Law University, Jodhpur (NLUJ)
 6. Hidayatullah National Law University, Raipur (HNLU)
 7. Gujarat National Law University, Gandhinagar (GNLU)
 8. Dr. Ram Manohar Lohiya National Law University,
 Lucknow (RMLNLU)
 9. Rajiv Gandhi National University of Law, Patiala
 (RGNUL)
 10. Chanakya National Law University, Patna (CNLU)
 11. National University of Advanced Legal Studies, Kochi
 (NUALS)
 12. National Law University, Orissa (NLUO)
 13. National University of Study & Research in Law, Ranchi
 (NUSRL)
 14. National Law University & Judicial Academy, Assam
 (NLUJA)
 (o) At this stage, it is pertinent to note that the first CLAT
 Committee (consisting of Vice-Chancellors of the
 participating institutes) decided that the test should be
 conducted by various NLU’s by rotation in the order of their
 establishment. Accordingly, as mentioned above, CLAT-
 2008 was conducted by the NLSIU, (Bangalore) CLAT-
 2009 by NALSAR, (Hyderabad) CLAT-2010 by NLIU,
 (Bhopal) and CLAT 2011 by WBNUJS, Kolkata. It is
 submitted that the result of this system of conduct the CLAT
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exam by rotation is that the syllabus for the test varies from
 year to year and depends wholly on the National Law
 School/University, conducting the Test in that particular
 year. It is respectfully submitted that the absence of a
 uniform syllabus for the test causes great hardship to the
 aspiring candidates. Further, the implementation of CLAT
 also varies each year, according to the discretion of the
 organising National Law University (NLU). For instance, in
 2008, 2009 and 2010 when CLAT was organised by NLS
 Bangalore, NALSAR and NLU Bhopal respectively, the
 students were asked to submit their preferences for the
 various NLU’s at the time of submitting their application
 forms. However, when WB NUJS conducted this exam in
 2011, it did away with this procedure and asked that students
 submit their preferences through an alleged online
 counselling platform after the declaration of results. NLU
 Jodhpur, the current respondents tasked with conducting
 CLAT 2012, again reversed this process and reverted to the
 earlier format where preferences were asked from students
 at the time of submitting their application form. This
 continuous change in exam procedure and format depending
 significantly, if not solely, upon the whim and fancy of the
 conducting NLU causes significant confusion in the minds
 of students during preparation, and consequential
 inconsistencies as well.
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The petitioner apprehends that, given the increasing number
 of aspirants every year, the current institutional structure of
 CLAT, where conducting NLU’s are significantly, if not
 solely responsible for the conduct of the CLAT exam is
 utterly unsuited for the conduct of an exam of such national
 importance. Further, it bears noting that recently, there has
 been a severe criticism of the various NLU’s on the ground
 that they do not produce enough research and that their
 teaching methodology is largely outdated
 Annexed hereto and marked as Annexure “P-1” from pages
 ___ to ___ is a copy of newspaper article published in the
 “liveMINT.com” dated 26.04.2012
 (p) It is submitted that for the purpose of the CLAT 2012, the
 pattern and syllabus was prescribed by the Respondent No.
 1, and the said syllabus was put up on the website of the
 CLAT and was also detailed in the information brochure
 which was also made available on the website of the CLAT.
 It is submitted that as per the said documents and
 information, the pattern of the CLAT Paper for Under-
 Graduate Programme for the academic year 2012-2013 was
 to be as follows:
 Total Marks 200 Total number of multiple-choice questions of one mark each
 200
 Duration of examination Two Hours
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Subject areas with weightage: English including Comprehension 40 Marks
 General Knowledge/ Current Affairs 50 Marks
 Elementary Mathematics (Numerical Ability) 20 Marks
 Legal Aptitude 50 Marks Logical Reasoning 40 Marks
 (q) After laying down the broad topics and the marks assigned
 to these topics, the information brochure and the general
 information available on the website further explained each
 one of the topics mentioned above thereby giving the
 aspiring candidates the opportunity to focus specifically on
 the subject areas within the purview of the syllabus as
 prescribed by the Respondent No. 3. As per the said
 information brochure, the different subject areas of the exam
 were in the following manner.
 1. English including Comprehension
 The English section will test the candidate’s proficiency in English based comprehension passages and grammar. In the comprehension section, candidates will be questioned on their understanding of the passage and its central theme, meanings of words used therein etc. The grammar section requires correction of incorrect grammatical sentences, filling of blanks in sentences with appropriate words, etc.
 2. General Knowledge/Current Affairs
 This section will only test students on their knowledge of current affairs (broadly defined as matters featuring

Page 30
						

in the mainstream media between March 2011 and March 2012)
 3. Mathematics
 This section will test candidates only on “elementary” mathematics i.e. maths that is taught up to the class X.
 4. Logical Reasoning
 The purpose of the logical reasoning section is to test the student’s ability to identify patterns, logical links and rectify illogical arguments. It will include a wide variety of logical reasoning questions such as syllogisms, logical sequences, analogies, etc. However, visual reasoning will not be tested.
 5. Legal Aptitude
 This section will test students only on “legal aptitude”. Questions will be framed with the help of legal propositions (described in the paper), and a set of facts to which the said proposition has to be applied. Some propositions may not be “true” in the real sense (e.g. the legal proposition might be that any person who speaks in a movie hall and disturbs others who are watching the movie will be banned from entering any movie theatre across India for one year). Candidates will have to assume the “truth” of these propositions and answer the questions accordingly.
 Candidates will not be tested on any prior knowledge of law or legal concepts. If a technical/legal term is used in the question, that term will be explained in the question itself. For example, if the word patent is used, the meaning of patent (“a legal monopoly granted by the government for certain kinds of inventions”) will also be explained.
 INCONSISTENCIES BETWEEN THE SYLLABUS PRESCRIBED AND THE QUESTIONS ASKED IN THE CLAT, 2012
 (r) It is submitted that based on the notifications and public
 advertisements issued by the Respondent No. 3 for the
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CLAT, 2012, more than 25,000 students are estimated to
 have registered for the said CLAT, 2012 and thereafter,
 appeared for the examination/test held on 13th May 2012.
 (The precise number of candidates who appeared for the
 exam cannot be determined until the final results are
 published and the Petitioners herein crave leave to rely
 upon the same at the relevant time) It is submitted that the
 Petitioners are also students who appeared for the CLAT
 2012. Petitioner Nos. 1 and 2 appeared for the examination
 at the centre, in New Delhi and Petitioner No.3 took the
 examination from Mumbai.
 (s) On the date of the examination, the Petitioners were
 provided with the question paper, set by the Respondent No.
 1, and on a perusal of the question paper, the Petitioners
 were shocked to find various inconsistencies between the
 questions asked and the syllabus which was prescribed and
 explained in detail by the Respondent No. 1. It is submitted
 that these inconsistencies and discrepancies were in regard
 to the sections on General Knowledge and Legal Aptitude
 and the same are detailed below:
 Inconsistencies in the General Knowledge Section
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In regard to the General Knowledge/current affairs section,
 the syllabus as explained by the Respondent No. 1, provided
 as follows:
 General Knowledge/Current Affairs
 This section will only test students on their knowledge of current affairs (broadly defined as matters featuring in the mainstream media between March 2011 and March 2012)
 However, in spite of the fact that the explanation clearly
 stated that the section will only test students on their
 knowledge of current affairs featuring in the mainstream
 media between March 2011 and March 2012, the questions
 asked wholly differed from this explanation and pertained to
 events which took place much prior to March 2011 and also
 pertained to static General Knowledge. In fact, out of the
 total of 50 questions in the General Knowledge Section, at
 least 44% approx. pertained to events and topics prior to
 March 2011. A few examples of static GK questions which
 have no relevance in current affairs and appeared in CLAT
 2012 are:
 i. Name the canal connecting Europe and Africa.
 ii. Leukemia is a disease related to what?
 iii. The Architect Le Corbusier was a citizen of which
 country?
 iv. What was Taiwan earlier called?
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v. Which is the largest flightless bird?
 vi. What does ‘Light-year’ measure?
 vii. Which ocean resembles the English alphabet ‘S’?
 viii. Name the largest gland in a human body.
 A chart of the 50 questions (based on Petitioners recollection
 as also information that was produced on various websites
 dealing with CLAT) asked along with the questions which
 did not conform to the explanation provided by the
 Respondent No. 3 is annexed herewith and marked as
 Annexure “P-2” from pages ___ to ___ . This chart
 indicates that at least 22 questions (marked in bold) were out
 of syllabus, constituting approximately 44% of the total
 number of allotted questions for this section. The petitioner
 has reason to believe that there may be more questions that
 were out of syllabus. The petitioner craves the leave to point
 these out, once the paper is made available by the
 respondents.
 (t) It is respectfully submitted that testing the aspiring
 candidates on questions which did not form part of the
 syllabus is arbitrary, unreasonable and violative of the rights
 of the aspiring candidates under Article 14 of the
 Constitution. Furthermore, it is submitted that these
 questions which did not form part of the syllabus ought not
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to be considered for the purpose of calculating the total
 marks
 Inconsistencies in the Legal Aptitude Section
 (u) It is submitted that apart from the inconsistencies in the
 General Knowledge Section, there has also been significant
 inconsistencies in the Legal Aptitude Section of the CLAT,
 2012. In this regard, the explanation provided by the
 Respondent No. 3 in regard to the Legal Aptitude Section is
 as follows:
 Legal Aptitude
 This section will test students only on “legal aptitude”. Questions will be framed with the help of legal propositions (described in the paper), and a set of facts to which the said proposition has to be applied. Some propositions may not be “true” in the real sense (e.g. the legal proposition might be that any person who speaks in a movie hall and disturbs others who are watching the movie will be banned from entering any movie theatre across India for one year). Candidates will have to assume the “truth” of these propositions and answer the questions accordingly.
 Candidates will not be tested on any prior knowledge of law or legal concepts. If a technical/legal term is used in the question, that term will be explained in the question itself. For example, if the word patent is used, the meaning of patent (“a legal monopoly granted by the government for certain kinds of inventions”) will also be explained.
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(v) In spite of the explanation clearly providing that the
 candidates will not be tested on any prior knowledge of
 law or legal concepts, many of the questions in the CLAT,
 2012 contained no legal principles and therefore, required
 the aspiring candidates to have a prior knowledge of laws
 and principles in order to solve these questions. The
 petitioners believe that at least 70% of the questions (35 out
 of a total of 50 questions) required the candidate to have
 some prior knowledge of legal principles/concepts in order
 to appreciate the question and to answer it correctly.
 (w) It is submitted that the explanation provided by the
 Respondent No. 3 on its own website clearly stated that such
 questions will not form a part of the syllabus and yet, the
 Respondent No. 3 proceeded to, in a wholly unreasonable
 and arbitrary manner, test the aspiring candidates on their
 prior knowledge of the law. It is submitted that this
 deviation from the syllabus prescribed is wholly unjustified
 and therefore, the said questions which did not form a part
 of the syllabus ought not to be considered in calculating the
 total marks of the aspiring candidates.
 (x) Apart from the fact that a majority of the questions required
 the aspiring candidates to have a prior knowledge of the law,
 it is submitted that many other questions only contained a
 fact situation without providing for a corresponding legal
 principle. It is submitted that this omission of the
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corresponding principle to the fact situation is arbitrary and
 contrary to the syllabus provided by the Respondent No. 3.
 An illustrative list of questions is provided in Annexure P-
 “3” from pages ___ to ___. It is pertinent to mention that
 these are only illustrative questions. There are likely to be
 several more questions that contravene the syllabus, which
 will come to light only when the paper is produced in court
 by the Respondents and the Petitioners crave leave to
 highlight the same as and when the Question paper is
 produced.
 (y) It is humbly submitted that such discrepancies and arbitrary
 actions have been adopted in relation to two sections that
 account for the highest proportion of CLAT marks. The
 various CLAT exam sections along with their marks is
 detailed below:
 Total Marks 200
 Total number of multiple-choice questions of one mark each
 200
 Duration of examination Two Hours
 Subject areas with weightage: English including Comprehension 40 Marks
 General Knowledge/ Current Affairs 50 Marks
 Elementary Mathematics (Numerical Ability)
 20 Marks
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Legal Aptitude 50 Marks Logical Reasoning 40 marks
 From the above it is clear that the sections “GK/Current
 Affairs” and “Legal Aptitude” constitute the highest
 percentage of exam marks. It would therefore appear that the
 framers of the CLAT policy thought these two sections to be
 the ones with the highest demonstrable link to one’s aptitude
 for the study of law. Further, as already declared in the
 advertisements and CLAT 2012 notification, in the event of
 two or more candidates gaining the same number of total
 marks (a “tie”) the said tie would be broken by examining
 the scores of students in the legal aptitude section (where
 70% of the questions were beyond the prescribed syllabus)
 It is pertinent to note that ties are very common in CLAT
 results and during CLAT 2011, as many as 15-20 candidates
 were tied at the same place when the results were initially
 announced. This again demonstrates the sheer importance of
 the legal aptitude section as a test of one’s aptitude for the
 study of law.
 It is respectfully submitted that the CLAT, 2012 is one of
 the most prestigious examinations in the Country and is the
 only manner of entry into the 14 NLU’s to which the CLAT
 pertains. To this effect the Petitioners and the estimated
 25,000 who have taken the CLAT 2012, have completely
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relied on the syllabus prescribed and therefore, any deviation
 in the syllabus at the time of the examination is arbitrary,
 unreasonable and ought to be set aside.
 Annexed herewith and marked as Annexure “P-4” (Colly)
 from pages ___ to ___ are copies of newspaper articles
 outlining the concerns raised herein
 (z) In 2011, WBNUJS, the conducting NLU attempted to
 rationalize the syllabus by focusing on sections/questions
 with a demonstrable nexus to one’s aptitude for the study of
 law. It would appear that WBNUJS as the CLAT conducting
 institution relied primarily on a report submitted by IDIA, an
 initiative to enhance legal education for the underprivileged.
 This report appears to have been submitted to the CLAT
 Convenor (as head of the CLAT committee) in 2010. Please
 see http://www.idialaw.com/research.php. Subsequent to
 this report and CLAT meeting deliberations between the
 various Vice Chancellors, the reformed syllabus was
 announced by WBNUJS as the CLAT conducting institution
 on its website. The IDIA report and the IDIA webpage
 linking to the report are Annexed herewith and marked as
 Annexure “P-5” from pages ___ to ___
 Despite the fact that the CLAT 2011 exam conducted by
 WBNUJS suffered from certain implementation problems, it
 was undisputed that there was no deviation from the
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announced syllabus. A copy of the paper is annexed
 herewith as Annexure “P-6” from pages ___ to ___
 (aa) It is respectfully submitted that the CLAT, 2012 is one of
 the most prestigious examinations in India and is the key
 filter for admission to the premier law schools in the country
 today. It is further submitted that a total of 25769 students,
 including the Petitioners herein, have attempted the CLAT,
 2012 and the said students have prepared for and attempted
 the said CLAT relying completely on the representation by
 Respondent No 3, with regard to the prescribed syllabus.
 Further, the CLAT 2012 Convenor, in confirmed
 in an interview prior to the exam, that the questions would
 be as per the
 syllabus and would not include any questions based on prior
 legal knowledge. To this effect, the Petitioners and the
 25769 students have completely based their preparations on
 the syllabus prescribed and therefore, any deviation from the
 syllabus at the time of the examination is arbitrary, unjust,
 unreasonable and ought to be set aside.
 Annexed herewith and marked as Annexure P-“7” from
 pages ___ to ___ is a copy of the interview with the CLAT
 Convenor 2012 dated 06.03.2012
 (bb) It is lastly submitted that as per the time schedule for the
 CLAT, 2012, the results of the said CLAT are to be
 announced on 28th May 2012.
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9. Therefore, being aggrieved by the serious inconsistencies in the
 syllabus prescribed and the questions asked by the Respondent
 No. 3 in the CLAT, 2012, the Petitioners herein are constrained
 to file the present Writ Petition before this Hon’ble Court.
 10. That there is no other efficacious and expeditious remedy
 available to the present Petitioner except the present Writ
 Petition.
 11. That the Petitioner has not filed any other similar writ petition
 earlier before in this Hon’ble High Court or in the Supreme
 Court of India in this matter.
 GROUNDS
 It is submitted that the present writ petition is being filed on the
 following grounds which are taken without prejudice to one and other.
 A. FOR THAT the action of the Respondent No. 1 in not adhering
 to the syllabus prescribed for the CLAT 2012 is wholly
 arbitrary, unreasonable and unjustified.
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B. FOR THAT the action of the Respondent No. 1 is violative of
 the rights of the Petitioners under Article 14 of the
 Constitution of India.
 C. FOR THAT the CLAT, 2012 is one of the most prestigious
 examinations in the country and the only one which provides
 entry to 14 NLU’s and any inconsistency in the syllabus as
 prescribed and the questions asked in the examination will
 seriously prejudice the careers of the thousands of students
 who have prepared for and appeared in the CLAT, 2012 held
 on 13th May 2012.
 D. FOR THAT the inconsistency between the syllabus prescribed
 and the questions asked in the examination is wholly
 unjustified especially in view of the fact that the syllabus
 prescribed was specifically explained wherein it was
 specifically stated that the type of questions finally asked in
 the test would not be a part of the question paper.
 E. FOR THAT the sections in dispute (legal aptitude and general
 knowledge/current affairs) are the sections with the highest
 proportion of marks in the paper and consequently any
 inconsistencies in these sections would be extremely unjust
 towards the aspirants and lower the quality and credibility of
 the examination.
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F. FOR THAT as per the order of universities conducting the
 Common Law Admission Test, the 5th edition of the said
 Common Law Admission Test was to be conducted by the
 National Law University, Jodhpur and consequently, the
 convenor of the CLAT, the Respondent No. 3 herein
 published an advertisement on 02.01.1012, notifying the
 relevant dates and the manner of application for the
 Common Law Admission Test, 2012. Furthermore, the
 pattern and syllabus was prescribed by the Respondent No.
 3, and the said syllabus was put up on the website of the
 CLAT and was also detailed in the information brochure
 which was also made available on the website of the CLAT.
 It is submitted that as per the said documents and
 information, the pattern of the CLAT Paper for Under-
 Graduate Programme for the academic year 2012-2013 was
 to be as follows:
 Total Marks 200 Total number of multiple-choice questions of one mark each
 200
 Duration of examination Two Hours Subject areas with weightage: English including Comprehension 40 Marks
 General Knowledge/ Current Affairs 50 Marks
 Elementary Mathematics (Numerical Ability) 20 Marks
 Legal Aptitude 50 Marks Logical Reasoning 40 Marks
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G. FOR THAT after laying down the broad topics and the marks
 assigned to these topics, the information brochure and the
 general information available on the website further
 explained each one of the topics mentioned above thereby
 giving the aspiring candidates the opportunity to focus
 specifically on the subject areas as prescribed by the
 Respondent No. 1. As per the said information brochure, the
 different subject areas of the exam were in the following
 manner.
 1. English including Comprehension
 The English section will test the candidate’s proficiency in English based comprehension passages and grammar. In the comprehension section, candidates will be questioned on their understanding of the passage and its central theme, meanings of words used therein etc. The grammar section requires correction of incorrect grammatical sentences, filling of blanks in sentences with appropriate words, etc.
 2. General Knowledge/Current Affairs
 This section will only test students on their knowledge of current affairs (broadly defined as matters featuring in the mainstream media between March 2011 and March 2012)
 3. Mathematics
 This section will test candidates only on “elementary” mathematics i.e. maths that is taught up to the class X.
 4. Logical Reasoning
 The purpose of the logical reasoning section is to test the student’s ability to identify patterns, logical links and rectify illogical arguments. It will include a wide variety of logical reasoning questions such as syllogisms, logical
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sequences, analogies, etc. However, visual reasoning will not be tested.
 5. Legal Aptitude
 This section will test students only on “legal aptitude”. Questions will be framed with the help of legal propositions (described in the paper), and a set of facts to which the said proposition has to be applied. Some propositions may not be “true” in the real sense (e.g. the legal proposition might be that any person who speaks in a movie hall and disturbs others who are watching the movie will be banned from entering any movie theatre across India for one year). Candidates will have to assume the “truth” of these propositions and answer the questions accordingly.
 Candidates will not be tested on any prior knowledge of law or legal concepts. If a technical/legal term is used in the question, that term will be explained in the question itself. For example, if the word patent is used, the meaning of patent (“a legal monopoly granted by the government for certain kinds of inventions”) will also be explained.
 H. FOR THAT on the date of the examination, the Petitioners were
 provided with the question paper, set by the Respondent No.
 1, and on a perusal of the question paper, the Petitioners
 were shocked to find various inconsistencies between the
 questions asked and the syllabus which was prescribed and
 explained in detail by the Respondent No. 1. It is submitted
 that the inconsistencies were in regard to the sections on
 General Knowledge and Legal Aptitude. It is submitted that
 these inconsistencies between the syllabus and the actual
 question paper are unreasonable and ought to be set aside.
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I. FOR THAT in regard to the General Knowledge/current affairs
 section, the syllabus as explained by the Respondent No. 1,
 provided as follows:
 General Knowledge/Current Affairs
 This section will only test students on their knowledge of current affairs (broadly defined as matters featuring in the mainstream media between March 2011 and March 2012)
 However, in spite of the fact that the explanation clearly
 stated that the section will only test students on their
 knowledge of current affairs featuring in the mainstream
 media between March 2011 and March 2012, the questions
 asked wholly differed from this explanation and pertained to
 events which took place much prior to March 2011 and also
 pertained to static General Knowledge. In fact, out of the
 total of 50 questions in the General Knowledge Section at
 least 22 questions, i.e. 44% pertained to events and topics
 clearly outside the scope of the prescribed syllabus. The
 Petitioners crave leave to produce the exact number of
 questions once the Question Paper is released by the
 Respondent No. 3
 Some noteworthy examples are:
 a. Name the canal connecting Europe and Africa;
 b. Leukemia is a disease related to what?
 c. Where is the Akshardham Temple located?
 d. What does ‘Light-year’ measure?
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J. FOR THAT testing the aspiring candidates on questions which
 did not form part of the syllabus is arbitrary, unreasonable
 and violative of the rights of the aspiring candidates under
 Article 14 of the Constitution. Furthermore, it is submitted
 that these questions which did not form part of the syllabus
 ought not to be considered for the purpose of calculating the
 total marks
 K. FOR THAT apart from the inconsistencies in the General
 Knowledge Section, there have also also been various
 inconsistencies in the Legal Aptitude Section of the CLAT,
 2012. In this regard, the explanation provided by the
 Respondent No. 1 in regard to the Legal Aptitude Section is
 as follows:
 Legal Aptitude
 This section will test students only on “legal aptitude”. Questions will be framed with the help of legal propositions (described in the paper), and a set of facts to which the said proposition has to be applied. Some propositions may not be “true” in the real sense (e.g. the legal proposition might be that any person who speaks in a movie hall and disturbs others who are watching the movie will be banned from entering any movie theatre across India for one year). Candidates will have to assume the “truth” of these propositions and answer the questions accordingly.
 Candidates will not be tested on any prior knowledge of law or legal concepts. If a technical/legal term is used in the question, that term will be explained in the question itself. For example, if the word patent is used, the
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meaning of patent (“a legal monopoly granted by the government for certain kinds of inventions”) will also be explained.
 L. FOR THAT in spite of the explanation clearly providing that
 the candidates will not be tested on any prior knowledge
 of law or legal concepts, many of the questions in the
 CLAT, 2012 contained no legal principles and therefore,
 required the aspiring candidates to have a prior knowledge
 of laws and principles in order to solve these questions. It is
 submitted that the explanation provided by the Respondent
 No. 1 clearly stated that such questions will not form a part
 of the syllabus and yet, the Respondent No. 1 proceeded to,
 in a wholly unreasonable and arbitrary manner, test the
 aspiring candidates on their prior knowledge of the law. It is
 submitted that this deviation from the syllabus prescribed is
 wholly unjustified and therefore, the said questions which
 did not form a part of the syllabus ought not to be
 considered in calculating the total marks of the aspiring
 candidates.
 M. FOR THAT apart from the fact that many of the questions
 required the aspiring candidates to have a prior knowledge
 of the law, it is submitted that many other questions only
 contained a fact situation without providing for a
 corresponding principle. It is submitted that this omission of
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the corresponding principle to the fact situation is arbitrary
 and contrary to the syllabus provided by the Respondent No.
 3.
 N. FOR THAT it is essential that this Court sets up an expert
 committee which will look into aspects such as the rigour
 and consistency in the present CLAT syllabus and exam and
 the need for a permanent body staffed with experts, such that
 the quality of questions and the syllabus does not vary
 significantly year after year depending on the NLU that
 conducts CLAT. In this regard, it is pertinent to note that the
 first CLAT Committee (consisting of Vice-Chancellors of
 the participating institutes) decided that the test should be
 conducted by rotation in the order of their establishment.
 Accordingly, , CLAT-2008 was conducted by the NLSIU,
 Bangalore, CLAT-2009 by NALSAR, Hyderabad, CLAT-
 2010 by NLIU, Bhopal and CLAT 2011 by WBNUJS,
 Kolkata. It is respectfully submitted that the result of this
 system of conduct of tests by rotation is that the syllabus for
 the test varies from year to year and depends wholly on the
 National Law School/University, conducting the Test in that
 particular year. It is respectfully submitted that the absence
 of a uniform syllabus for the test causes great hardship to the
 aspiring candidates in as much as it prevents the candidates
 from preparing in advance for the Common Law Admission

Page 49
						

Test and every candidate must wait for the
 notification/information brochure to be issued by the
 University conducting the CLAT in the relevant year.
 O. FOR THAT the process of conducting the CLAT also varies
 each year, according to the decisions taken by the organising
 National Law School. For instance, in 2011, students were
 mandated to submit their order of preference for each
 National Law School, through an alleged online counselling
 platform. This procedure was done away with in 2012. The
 order of preference was to be mentioned in the CLAT 2012
 form itself, as was the mandate before 2011.
 P. FOR THAT the conduct of the exam has suffered serious
 infirmities year after year. Illustratively, when West Bengal
 NUJS conducted the exam last year, a number of questions
 had the correct answers underlined. This caused great
 anxiety amongst students, but was sought to be redressed by
 the CLAT committee which decided to award full marks for
 each of the underlined questions to all candidates. Further,
 the results were faultily announced in that only the master
 rank was provided. Since several candidates had the same
 marks and were therefore tied at the same rank, the
 announced ranks gave them no indication of their prospects
 for admission. Here again, after a hue and cry and after
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much media pressure, the CLAT Convenor rapidly
 announced unique ranks after breaking the ties. Similarly
 when CLAT was conducted by NALSAR in 2009, the first
 paper leaked and had to be set aside. A second paper was
 set which consisted of questions that were copied largely
 from two books i.e. Universals and Lexis Nexis.
 A chart containing a comparison of questions from CLAT
 2009 and the book authored by Rashid Ma and published by
 Lexis Nexis is attached herewith and marked as Annexure
 “P-8” from pages ___ to ___. Further, while the 2008 paper
 by NLS as the CLAT conducting institution specifically had
 a number of questions to that tested legal reasoning and
 legal aptitude (as opposed to prior legal knowledge or
 general knowledge in law), NALSAR did not have a single
 question pertaining to legal reasoning. All the questions
 pertained to legal knowledge or what they labelled as
 “general knowledge in law”
 Annexed herewith and marked as “Annexure P-9” from
 pages ___ to ___ is a copy of an article published in The
 Indian Express Dated 28.04.2012
 Q. FOR THAT the cause of action arises in Delhi as the
 Petitioner No 1 and 2 took the exam in Delhi at Pitampura
 Centre, the Petitioners 1 and 2 herein reside at Delhi and the
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Respondents 1 and 2 have their offices and are carrying on
 business in Delhi
 PRAYER
 In view of the above said facts and circumstances and the
 various contentions raised hereinabove, the humble Petitioners pray
 that this Hon’ble Court may be pleased to:
 (a) issue an appropriate writ, Order or direction in the nature of
 Mandamus or any other writ, Order or direction, directing the
 Respondent No. 3 to not take into consideration the entirety of
 the General Knowledge and Legal Aptitude Sections in
 calculating the marks of the aspiring candidates who have
 appeared for the CLAT, 2012;
 (b) In the first alternative, issue an appropriate writ, order or
 direction in the nature of Mandamus or any other writ, Order or
 direction, directing the Respondent No. 3 to not take into
 consideration the questions in the General Knowledge and the
 Legal Aptitude Section falling beyond the scope of the pattern
 and syllabus prescribed by the Respondent No. 3 as set out on
 its website and information brochure in calculating the marks of
 the aspiring candidates who have appeared for the CLAT, 2012;
 (c) In the second alternative, issue an appropriate writ, order or
 direction in the nature of Mandamus or any other writ, Order or
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direction, directing the Respondent No. 3 to provide all
 candidates with full marks for the questions falling beyond the
 scope of the pattern and syllabus prescribed by the Respondent
 No. 3 as set out on its website and information brochure;
 (d) That an appropriate writ, order or direction in the nature of
 Mandamus or any other writ, Order or direction, be issued
 constituting an expert committee to examine the issue of
 institutionalizing CLAT such that the exam maintains a
 consistent standard and further, to examine the scope of setting
 up a permanent institution with full time experts well qualified
 in setting questions that test a candidate for his/her aptitude for
 the study of law including the formulation of an appropriate
 syllabus.
 (e) Issue an appropriate writ, order or direction in the nature of
 Mandamus or any other writ, Order or direction, directing the
 Respondents herein to produce the CLAT 2012 Question Paper
 before this Hon’ble Court with requisite copies being made
 available to the Petitioners and other parties concerned
 (f) any other order, writ or direction as may be deemed appropriate
 in the circumstances of the case.
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