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IMAGE UNIVERSITY

Introduction to Bible Study
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PURPOSE & OVERVIEW

Purpose Introduce the inductive method for Bible study

Overview

Why Bible Study?

Two Main Approaches to Bible Study Inductive Study

Goals

Challenges

Basic Principles

Tools

Method

Jan-12 2
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WHY BIBLE STUDY?

To grow and help others grow in their salvation

1 Peter 2:2 like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the
word, so

that by it you may grow in respect to salvation

To move beyond the basics into maturity in Christ

Hebrews 5:13-14 For everyone who partakes only of milk is
not

accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is an infant.
But solid food

is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses
trained to

discern good and evil

To be an approved workman in Gods ministry

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God
as a

workman who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the
word

of truth

Jan-12 3
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Deductive using

general rules to apply

in specific situations

Inductive using

specific observationsto put together

general conclusions

4

TWO MAIN APPROACHES

Note: These are not exclusive to Bible Study; they are
considered the

accepted way of analysis in many fields (e.g. forensics and
archeology)
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TWO MAIN APPROACHES

DEDUCTIVE

STUDY

Traits

Efficient

Not Comprehensive

Deductive using

general rules in

specific situations

5

Uses

Preaching

Establishing New Believers

Teaching Systematic Theology

Confirms truths in inductive study

Also used in the application of an

inductive study
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Traits

Comprehensive

Time-consuming

Inductive using

specific observations

to put together

general conclusions

6

Uses

Interpreting Scriptural Passages

Supports Systematic Theology

Must be integrated

TWO MAIN APPROACHES

INDUCTIVE

STUDY

The inductive method, if done properly, is more powerful than
any other

method of Bible study (since we include the whole counsel
ofGod); We can

approach our conclusions with greater confidence
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INDUCTIVE STUDY

Doing an Inductive Bible Study is like being a detective,

finding the clues in the Word ofGod, arranging the

information, and gathering the results to apply to the

case (i.e. the case is the disciple doing the study)

Jan-12 7
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GOALS

GOAL NUMBER 1 SEEK TO UNDERSTAND THE ORIGINAL INTENT OF

THE AUTHOR

GOAL NUMBER 2 APPLICATION, ALLOW GODS WORD TOCHANGE YOUR
LIFE

Jan-12 8


	
8/3/2019 Image University Into to Bible Study 3

9/25

TERMINOLOGY A LITTLE MORE DETAIL

Exegesis draw original meaning

out ofthe passage, like pulling

water from a well

NOT Isogesis pour your meaning

into the passage

9
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CHALLENGES FIND WHAT IT MEANS

Jan-12 10

Bridging the Gap

Historical

Cultural

Linguistic

Literary

Spiritual

10

GGOALOAL NNUMBERUMBER 11 SSEEKEEK TOTO UNDERSTANDUNDERSTAND
THETHE ORIGINALORIGINAL INTENTINTENT OFOF THETHE AUTHORAUTHOR
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11

CHALLENGES MAKE IT REAL

23If anyone is a hearer of the word and not a

doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural

face in a mirror; for once he has looked at

himself and gone away, he has immediatelyforgotten what kind of
person he was.

25 But the one who looks intently at the perfect

law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not

having become a forgetful hearer but an

effectual doer, this man will be blessed in what

he does.

GGOALOAL NNUMBERUMBER 22 AAPPLICATIONPPLICATION! A! ALLOWLLOW
GGODODSS WWORDORD TOTO CCHANGEHANGE YYOUROUR LLIFEIFE!!

James 1:22-2522 Prove yourselves doers of the word, and not
merely hearers who delude themselves.
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BASIC PRINCIPLES

Jan-12 12

1. The Bible is authoritative

Tradition and Church doctrine serve Scripture, not vice
versa

Judge your experience based upon Scripture, not vice versa

2. The Bible should first be read literally

Seek the plain meaning before attempting to find any hidden
meaning

Read history as history, poetry as poetry, teaching as
teaching

3. Context, Context, Context

The meaning must be consistent with the surrounding passages

Also must seek to understand in context of culture, history,
& language

4. Allow Scripture to interpret Scripture

Clear texts should be used to understand unclear texts

5. Check your conclusions with reliable sources
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TOOLS

Main Tool Bible

Other Tools

Parallel & Interlinear Bibles

Concordance

Systematic Theology

Expository Dictionary

Topical Bible

Bible Handbook

Bible Atlas

Bible Manners & Customs

Jan-12 13
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MAIN TOOL - BIBLE

Basic Translation Philosophies

Formal Equivalence: (or Literal, Word-for-Word) attempts to
render the exact

words of the original language into the receptor language.

Dynamic Equivalence: (or thought-for-thought) tries to match the
closest natural

equivalent of the source language in terms of meaning, and in
terms of style.

Paraphrase: This not really a translation per se, rather, it is
the "re-telling" of the

particular passage according to how the author understands the
text.

14ESV
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15

MAIN TOOL - BIBLE

ESV: Reading Level - 9 Completed in 2001, the English
Standard

Version is a revision of the 1971 edition of the

Revised Standard Version. The translators

sought a translation that is more literal than the

NIV, but more idiomatic than the NASB The ESV Study Bible was
created 2008 to help

people understand the Bible in a deeper way.

Combining the best and most recent evangelical

Christian scholarship with the highly regarded

ESV text, it is the most comprehensive studyBible ever
published

NASB

ESV
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METHOD

Jan-12 16

1. Overview What is the Big Picture?

2. Observation What do I see?

3. Correlation How does it fit?

4. Interpretation What does it mean?

5. Application How does it work?

GGOALOAL NNUMBERUMBER 11 SSEEKEEK TOTO UNDERSTANDUNDERSTAND
THETHE ORIGINALORIGINAL INTENTINTENT OFOF THETHE AUTHORAUTHOR

GGOALOAL NNUMBERUMBER 22 AAPPLICATIONPPLICATION! A! ALLOWLLOW
GGODODSS WWORDORD TOTO CCHANGEHANGE YYOUROUR LLIFEIFE!!
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STEP 1. OVERVIEW

WHAT IS THE BIG PICTURE?

This is where we start to bridge the gapsBegin with prayer,
without the Holy Spirits aid, your work will

be in vain

Read the entire book, several times if it is a small; once out
loud

Get a feel for the theme and kind of book (teaching, poetry,
etc)

Write down your preliminary findings about The Big Picture

Reference tools are helpful for this task

Questions

What kind of book is this?

What is the historical & cultural background?

Who wrote the book? Who is the audience?

What is the purpose of the book? 17
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18

STEP 2. OBSERVATION

WHAT DO I SEE?

This is the detailed work; it is the mostimportant but also most
time consuming step

Look for the obvious first

Identify major themes, key words, the potentiallylucrative as
well as the difficult areas

What is being emphasized & repeated?Ask the Detective
questions:

Who? What? When? Where? Why?

What are the basic facts?

Define any obscure or unusual terms

Look at grammar: nouns, verbs, descriptor and

connector wordsRemember at this point, you are asking

questions and identifying points for furtherresearch; resist the
urge to jump tointerpretation or application

Work systematically, carefully observing and determining what
questions you

intend to answer about each observation
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19

STEP 3. CORRELATION

HOW DOES IT FIT?Context & Cross Referencing

How and why is the term/phrase used

Biblical Definitions?

Immediate Context?

Within the book?

Within other books?

Within whole Bible?

Within the culture?Passage

or

Term
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STEP 4. INTERPRETATION

WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Based upon your research and cross-checking,

write out a tentative understanding of the

passage in your own words

Consult reputable commentaries and theology

books. Did you miss anything? Do you agree with

their position?

What stood out most to you? Where did you and the

commentaries depart? How does this passage shed light on

Christian doctrine?

GGOALOAL NNUMBERUMBER 11 SSEEKEEK TOTO UNDERSTANDUNDERSTAND
THETHE ORIGINALORIGINAL INTENTINTENT OFOF THETHE AUTHORAUTHOR
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STEP 5. APPLICATION

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Jan-12 21

Principles for Application:

1. Know the Text. Build application on interpretation; Gods
principles aretimeless but application changes with new revelation
and differentcultures; see the principle in the text

2. Know Yourself. How does the passage speak to your personal
life; your

family life; your time at work; your relationship w/Christians;
yourrelationship w/non-Christians

3. Prayer & Meditation. Open your heart to allowGod to
convict youthrough His Word; this may take time but its worth it;
Where does Godwant you to focus to transform your life more into
the image of His Son?

4. Practice. Make the conviction permanent with new thoughts
andbehavior; You cannot change your life without changing your
habits
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STEP 5. APPLICATION

HOW DOES IT WORK?Questions to ask yourself in formulating an
application

Sin to forsake?

Promise to claim?

Example to follow?

Command to obey?

Knowledge ofGod?

GGOALOAL NNUMBERUMBER 22 AAPPLICATIONPPLICATION! A! ALLOWLLOW
GGODODSS WWORDORD TOTO CCHANGEHANGE YYOUROUR LLIFEIFE!!
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STEP 5. APPLICATION

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Jan-12 23

Read the Bible, not as a newspaper, but as a letter from
home

If a cluster of heavenly fruit hangs within reach, grab it!

If a promise lies upon the page as a blank check, cash it!

If a prayer is recorded, appropriate it. Launch it as a
feathered arrowfrom the bow of your desire

If an example of holiness gleams before you, ask God to do as
much

for you!

If the truth is revealed in all its intrinsic splendor, entreat
that its

brilliance may ever irradiate the hemisphere of your lifeF.B.
Meyer

F.B. Meyer (1847-1929) graduated from London University;
faithfully served as pastor

for several churches in England; also spent time in South Africa
and Asia as an

evangelistic missionary; wrote over 40 books to include
commentaries and biographies
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SUMMARY

Jan-12 24

1. Overview What is the Big Picture?

2. Observation What do I see?

3. Correlation How does it fit?

4. Interpretation What does it mean?

5. Application How does it work?

GGOALOAL NNUMBERUMBER 11 SSEEKEEK TOTO UNDERSTANDUNDERSTAND
THETHE ORIGINALORIGINAL INTENTINTENT OFOF THETHE AUTHORAUTHOR

GGOALOAL NNUMBERUMBER 22 AAPPLICATIONPPLICATION! A! ALLOWLLOW
GGODODSS WWORDORD TOTO CCHANGEHANGE YYOUROUR LLIFEIFE!!
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FOR FURTHER STUDY

Jan-12 25

Note: In addition to personal experience and mentoring, material
from this briefing

was adapted from these sources
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