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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 2
 Table of Contents
 • Definition of Narrative Writing
 • Scoring Rubrics
 • Model Papers– Writing Assignments
 • Practice Papers– Applying the Scoring Rubrics– Scoring Cautions
 • Narrative Writing Lesson

Page 3
						

Grade 3 Narrative Writing 3
 Defining Narrative Writing
 Narrative Writing: Writing that tells a story or gives an account of something that has happened. The purpose is to recount a story grounded in personal experience or the writer’s imagination.
 Methods: • Uses a setting, characters, circumstances or events, a
 plot, and a point of view to tell a story. • Description of these elements is a key factor.• May employ strategies such as flashback,
 foreshadowing, dialogue, tension, or suspense to develop the story
 • Contains a beginning, middle, and end and these sections are usually presented chronologically.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 4
 What Narrative Writing Is and Is Not
 An effective narrative composition. . . An effective narrative composition is NOT . . .
 Tells a personal or imaginative story A list of events and/or facts
 May include the writer’s imagination and personal experiences that are related to the story
 An abundance of facts or personal anecdotes that are unrelated to the topic
 Contains narrative elements such as characters, plot, point of view, and setting
 Formulaic, repetitive writing
 Presents ideas in a clear, chronological sequence A list of reasons, opinions, or unrelated episodes
 Presents a story that has a well developed beginning, middle, and end
 A paper that lacks a clear beginning, middle, and end
 Uses a lively writing voice to engage the reader Flat, uninteresting writing
 Uses vivid sensory details and descriptive adjectives and verbs
 A response that contains imprecise language
 Uses a variety of sentences A response with little sentence variety
 Contains correct sentences, usage, grammar, and spelling that make the writer's ideas understandable
 Incorrect sentences, usage, grammar, and spelling that prevent the reader from understanding the writer's ideas
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 5
 The Narrative Sample for theGrade 3 Writing Assessment
 • Relating a Personal Experience– Writing assignments should direct students to recount
 an event grounded in their own experiences. The assignment should elicit a story with a plot and characters rather than a list.
 OR
 • Creating an Imaginative Story– Writing Assignments should direct students to
 produce stories that are grounded in imagination or fantasy.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 6
 Narrative Rubrics
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 7
 Conventions Rubric

Page 8
						

Grade 3 Narrative Writing 8
 Three Levels of Development
 Does Not Meet the Standard in IdeasOn a cold night a kid made a snowman. He put a hat on it. He put rocks for his eyes. When he put a scarf around its neck he came alive.
 Meets the Standard in IdeasOn a cold night in February a kid named Freddy made a snowman. He put a black hat on it. He used two pieces of charcoal for his eyes. When he put a long striped scarf on its neck the snowman came alive. A big boy came and kidnapped the snowman. The snowman was in a van. The van stopped at a river. The big boy was going to push the snowman into the water but when he opened the door of the van the snowman was gone.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 9
 Three Levels of Development
 Exceeds the Standard in Ideas On a cold night in February a boy named Freddy built a
 snowman. He put a black hat on it. He used two black pieces of charcoal for the eyes. When he wrapped a long striped scarf around the snowman’s neck, the snowman came alive. A bird saw the snowman and was scared of it. The snowman was friendly and said “Hi” to the bird. They became good friends.
 One night the bird saw a big boy pick up the snowman and kidnap him. The boy put the snowman in a van. The bird saw the van begin to move through the darkness. Wherever the van went, the bird did too. Finally the van stopped at a frozen river. The big boy got out of the van and got a shovel. He broke the ice over the water. He was planning to push the snowman in to the river, but when he opened the door of the van the snowman was gone. Freddy never did know what happened to his snowman. But the bird knew.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 10
 Model Papers
 Narrative Papers with Score Point Annotations
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 11
 Narrative Writing Assignments
 Personal NarrativeWrite about a special memory that involves someone who is close to you. Be sure to include vivid language that would include all the senses.
 Imaginative Story
 Write a fantasy story about snowmen. You may place your snowman in a setting of your choice. Make sure you include vivid language and a great lead sentence.
 The sample papers in this section were written in response to these assignments. Student names have been removed for purposes of privacy.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 12
 Narrative Paper 1
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 13
 Annotations for Narrative Paper 1
 Ideas: Does Not Meet StandardThere is little evidence of narrative purpose or point of view. Each sentence in this brief paper is about snowmen, but there is no beginning. The paper begins in the middle of the action. The writer does not describe what kind of magic the snowman had or why the snowman ran away. Characters are not developed. The reader receives no information about the boy who made the snowman. There is not enough information to tell a story.
 Organization: Does Not Meet StandardThere is little evidence of a narrative organizational pattern. The paper does not have a beginning, but the other events in the story appear to be sequenced chronologically. There are no transitions. Lack of an appropriate narrative organizational pattern prevents the paper from meeting the standard.
 Style: Does Not Meet StandardThere is no descriptive language or sensory details, only action. The language used to tell the story is very simple (“The snowman did not know he had magic.”) and repetitive. There is no awareness of audience.
 Conventions: Does Not Meet Standard
 The majority of the five sentences in this paper are clear and correct, but there is little variety. There is one subject verb agreement error (“the snowman know”), which would not be significant in a longer paper, but becomes more important in this brief paper. Other nouns and verbs are very simple forms. Plural pronouns are used correctly. Spelling and capitalization are correct. Overall, however, there are not enough correct examples of any component to demonstrate control of Conventions.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 14
 Narrative Paper 2
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 15
 Annotations for Narrative Paper 2
 Ideas: Does Not Meet StandardThere is little evidence of focus in this response. The writer names and lists characters (King, Jack Back, Snowy, Furball, Cather) and their ages, but the details and descriptions are limited or irrelevant. There is insufficient information to tell a story. The plot is not clear.
 Organization: Does Not Meet StandardThe paper contains a limited beginning, middle, and end. There is little evidence of an organizational pattern. Ideas are listed rather than sequenced in a chronological order. There is little evidence of transitions.
 Style: Does Not Meet StandardLanguage is simple, repetitive, and imprecise (“wen jackback was aght and snowy was seven and furball was nine an cather was ten”). Listing the names and ages of characters indicates a lack of audience awareness. The paper does not contain sensory details or descriptive language.
 Conventions: Does Not Meet StandardThe paper contains severe and frequent errors in sentence formation, usage, and mechanics. There are many run-ons, fragments, spelling errors, and incorrect verb forms. Capitalization and punctuation are not correctly demonstrated.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 16
 Narrative Paper 3

Page 17
						

Grade 3 Narrative Writing 17
 Annotations for Narrative Paper 3
 Ideas: Does Not Meet StandardThere is little evidence of focus on the narrative purpose. Characters are introduced (vampires, dragons, skeletons) then never heard from again. Details and descriptions are limited. There is not enough information to tell a story. The reader is left with many questions.
 Organization: Does Not Meet StandardAlthough the story has a beginning and an end, the first half of the middle seems to have little to do with the second half of the middle and does not advance the story. The writer even mentions this: “Oh wait lets get back to the story.”). From the middle of the paper on, events are related in chronological order. There is little evidence of transitions. Weaknesses in all components of organization prevent this paper from meeting the standard.
 Style: Does Not Meet StandardThe writer attempts to describe what vampires, dragons, and skeletons were wearing on Halloween, but these descriptions are not relevant to the story line. There is little description of Rose, or Kevin the snowman. Language is very simple (“they wanted another friend”). There is little awareness of audience.
 Conventions: Does Not Meet StandardThe majority of sentences are incorrect. Most of the paper consists of long, run-together sentences. Usage is generally correct with the exception of “a snowman named Kevin he,” but most noun and verb forms are simple. The majority of errors are in mechanics. There are frequent and severe errors in spelling which distract the reader. It is not possible to determine if capitalization is correct because it appears that some letters are always upper case. Overall, there is not enough control demonstrated to meet the standard.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 18
 Narrative Paper 4
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 19
 Annotations for Narrative Paper 4
 Ideas: Does Not Meet StandardThe writer begins to describe a trip to Florida, but the paper lacks sufficient information to tell a story. Details and descriptions are limited. The characters and events are only beginning to be developed.
 Organization: Does Not Meet StandardThe paper is too brief to contain a clear beginning, middle, and end. The writer lists several things he/she did in Florida (stayed for a few weeks, got a souvenier, swam in the ocean, made some friends), but it is unclear whether the events are arranged in a chronological sequence. There is little evidence of transitions.
 Style: Does Not Meet StandardThe paper contains little descriptive language or sensory details (“when I went to florida and I swimed in the Ocean and I made some new friends”). There is little attention to the audience.
 Conventions: Does Not Meet StandardMost of this brief paper consists of run-on sentences. There are also errors in word forms (swimed), spelling (sevoner), and capitalization (florida, Ocean). The writer does not demonstrate competence in punctuation.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 20
 Narrative Paper 5
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 21
 Annotations for Narrative Paper 5
 Ideas: Meets StandardThe writer is focused on the narrative purpose and all of the information included in the story is relevant. There are some details included about what happened after the snowman came alive, how the snowman was a troublemaker, and how the children felt after the snowman melted. The writer partially develops the character of the snowman by revealing that he is a troublemaker. There is sufficient information to tell a story.
 Organization: Meets StandardThe paper contains a beginning, middle, and end. Ideas are appropriately sequenced in chronological order. The writer uses simple transitions (“Soon,” “Then”). The ending is effective for a grade three writer (not limited to a single sentence).
 Style: Meets StandardThe paper is a mixture of interesting language (“Along time ago on a snowy night,” “troublemaker,” “Making all kinds of noises,” “the children cheered and said summer will soon come”) and simple language. There is some awareness of audience as the writer describes the children’s behavior after building the snowman, and after he melts (fighting and cheering). There is a sense of the writer’s voice.
 Conventions: Meets StandardThe majority of sentences are correct, but there are several fragments at the beginning of the paper. Usage is generally correct except for “One of the kids build.” Spelling, punctuation, and capitalization are correct but not varied. Overall, there is enough control demonstrated to meet the standard.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 22
 Narrative Paper 6
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 23
 Narrative Paper 6
 (page two)
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 24
 Narrative Paper 6
 (page three)
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 25
 Annotations for Narrative Paper 6
 Ideas: Meets StandardThe writer is focused on the narrative purpose and all of the information included in the story is relevant to the story of the snowman. There is a lapse in point of view at the end when the writer says, “They had so much fun just like me.” Until that point, the story had been told in the third person. The writer provides details in each part of the story (why Tyler’s life isn’t going well, the hat appears, the snowman coming to life, bringing in more people). The character of Tyler is beginning to be developed, first through description then through actions (going to get his friends to share in the fun with the snowman). There is sufficient information to tell the story.
 Organization: Meets StandardThe paper contains a beginning, middle, and end. Ideas are presented in a chronological sequence. The writer uses simple transitions (“So,” “Then”).
 Style: Meets StandardWord choice is a mixture of interesting language (“His principal said, You are crazy.” “Just then he heard a tap against his window. It was the hat again.” “He was shocked”) and simple, ordinary language (“Then he went to go get a little more people.”). The writer attempts to use dialogue to engage the audience, but does not always choose interesting conversation to include. There is a sense of the writer’s voice.
 Conventions: Meets StandardThe majority of the sentences are correct, but the writer begins many sentences with conjunctions “But” and “So,” indicating that the writer does not yet understand how to coordinate independent clauses to create complex sentences. Usage is generally clear and correct. Errors are very minor (the snowman said his name is,” “Do you want me to go get Kyle that lives three houses down from him.”). The reader cannot tell who the pronoun “him” refers to: Is it the narrator or the snowman? There are a couple of misspelled words (eather, mornning, peaple, ascket), but the majority of mechanics is correct.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 26
 NarrativePaper 7

Page 27
						

Grade 3 Narrative Writing 27
 Annotations for Narrative Paper 7
 Ideas: Meets StandardThe writer is generally focused on the narrative purpose and maintains a consistent point of view. The writer provides some details about the trip, but not very many details about the “cool things” in Jacksonville. There is some development of the main character and the father of the main character. There is sufficient information to tell a story.
 Organization: Meets StandardThe paper contains a limited beginning, middle, and end. None of the parts are strong, but the ending is more effective than the beginning or middle. Ideas are presented in a chronological sequence. The writer uses transitions to link ideas (“We went because,” “When we got there,” “Then when it was,” “Then when”).
 Style: Meets Standard
 The paper is a mix of interesting language (“my special memory,” “enthusiastic,” “I couldn’t wait”) and simple ordinary language (”We went after school on Friday night.”). The writer shares some of his/her anticipation and enthusiasm. There is a sense of the writer’s voice and some awareness of audience evident in the use of dialogue.
 Conventions: Meets StandardThe majority of sentences are correct, but there are some fragments. The writer is just beginning to practice joining clauses into more complex sentences. Usage is clear and correct (except my dad he”), but there is not much variety. The elements of mechanics are generally correct with the exception of the capitalization of each word in the father’s speech. Overall, there is enough control demonstrated in conventions to meet the standard.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 28
 Narrative Paper 8
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 29
 Annotations for Narrative Paper 8
 Ideas: Meets StandardThe writer is generally focused on the narrative purpose and maintains a consistent point of view. The story is told in the first person and the narrator is the main character. The writer includes relevant details in each scene (asking to go to the mall, going to the bathroom, sneaking away in the night). The writer develops his/her own character by injecting humorous responses into the story (“I screamed bloody murder”). There is sufficient information to tell a story.
 Organization: Meets StandardThe paper contains a clear beginning, middle, and end. Ideas are presented in a chronological sequence. The writer uses transitions throughout the paper (“So”, “as soon as,” “after that,” “then,” “the next morning”).
 Style: Meets StandardThe paper is a mixture of interesting language (“screamed bloody murder,” “stopped for a second,” “bathroom dance,” “he laid on the ground outside”) and simple, ordinary language. Some descriptive details are used (“bathroom dance”). The writer’s voice is clear, especially in the aside to the reader that ends the paper (“Well I said he was a great friend.”). There is attention to the audience in the humor the writer uses to tell the story.
 Conventions: Meets StandardThe majority of sentences are clear and correct but there are some run-on sentences in the last paragraph. Subjects and verbs generally agree except for “we was.” Nouns and verbs are formed correctly (except “laided”). The elements of mechanics are generally correct, but there are some missing commas and missing quotation marks. Spelling is correct except for the writer’s use of “u” for the word “you.” Overall, there is enough control demonstrated to meet the standard.

Page 30
						

Grade 3 Narrative Writing 30
 Narrative Paper 9
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 31
 Narrative Paper 9
 (page two)
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 32
 Annotations for Narrative Paper 9
 Ideas: Exceeds StandardThe writer’s focus on the narrative purpose is sustained through the paper and the first person point of view is consistent. The writer includes relevant details in each section of the paper (what the roller coaster was like, how scared I was, how the Flier operates, riding the Pirate Ship). The narrator is the main character, and the writer develops this character by explaining how each ride felt and how scary it was). The events of the story are well developed.
 Organization: Exceeds StandardThe narrative organizational pattern is clear and appropriate. The beginning, middle, and end of the paper are all strong and effective. The writer relates the events in a chronological sequence. Varied transitions are used consistently through the paper (“The first ride,” “After that,” “when we were done,” “we took a break,” “then we went,” “it was getting dark,” “we finally went”).
 Style: Exceeds StandardThe writer consistently uses sensory details and descriptive language to describe the experience of the rides at the fair (“I felt like I was going to fall off,” “You have to lay down on the thing and it starts going in circles,” “My heart was beating so fast,” “I felt like throwing up”). The writer’s voice is strong and the tone of excitement and fear is sustained. The writer demonstrates awareness of audience in the asides to the reader (“okay, maybe just a little”).
 Conventions: Exceeds StandardSentences are consistently clear, correct, and varied. Usage is correct and varied. Mechanics is generally correct, although a few commas after introductory clauses are missing. Quotations are punctuated correctly. An ellipsis is used correctly. Proper nouns are capitalized correctly.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 33
 Narrative Paper 10
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 34
 Narrative Paper 10
 (page two)
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 35
 Narrative Paper 10
 (page three)
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 36
 Narrative Paper 10
 (page four)
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 37
 Annotations for Narrative Paper 10
 Ideas: Exceeds StandardThe writer’s focus on the narrative purpose is sustained through the paper and the first person point of view is consistent. The writer includes relevant details in each section of the paper (the blizzard, getting up and going outside, building the snowman, the snowman coming to life, hunting for the carrot nose, meltdown). The characters of DJ the snowman and the narrator are well developed through dialogue and action. The events of the story are well developed.
 Organization: Exceeds StandardThe organizational pattern is clear and appropriate, and the beginning, middle, and end are strong and effective. The writer thoroughly sets the context for the story on the first page (the blizzard, hurrying to get outside to play). The ending of the story is fully developed and sophisticated for a grade three writer. The body of the paper is sequenced chronologically. Transitions are used effectively and consistently throughout the paper (“one dark and snowy night, one hour later, then all of a sudden, one day, suddenly”).
 Style: Exceeds StandardThe writer consistently uses sensory details and descriptive language to describe the events of the story (“One dark and snowy night,” “wondering when it would stop,” “the snow that the blizzard had left behind,” “put the final touches on,” “a popsicle which was warmer,” “came upon a small cabin”). The writer’s voice is strong throughout the paper, describing his/her thoughts and reactions to the events (“He is very happy to be here I thought.” “I thought he could not make up his mind, so I started to say…”). The writer engages the audience through the use of dialogue and description.
 Conventions: Exceeds StandardSentences are consistently clear, correct, varied and sophisticated. The writer inserts an adverbial phrase correctly. Usage is correct and varied except for the writer’s use of the wrong forms of the words “too” and “which.” There are a couple of misspelled words, but what is correct far outweighs these minor errors. The writer demonstrates sustained control of all components.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 38
 Practice Papers
 Narrative Practice
 Papers 1 - 10
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 39
 Applying the Scoring Rubrics
 1. Read through the entire writing sample.
 2. Use the scoring rubric to make a tentative decision.
 3. Reread the entire writing sample to collect evidence to determine the final score.
 4. Assign domain scores for Ideas and Organization.
 5. Repeat the process for Style and Conventions domains.

Page 40
						

Grade 3 Narrative Writing 40
 Scoring Cautions1. Do not base the score on the single most noticeable
 aspect of a paper.2. Withhold judgment until you have read the entire
 response.3. Don’t allow the score you assign in one domain to
 influence the scores you assign in the other three domains.
 4. Avoid making judgments based on neatness, novelty, or length.
 5. Base each scoring decision on the assessment sample the writer has produced, not what you think the student’s potential competence in writing may be.
 6. Do not allow your personal opinions to affect the score the writer receives. Whether you agree or disagree with the writer’s ideas should not influence your score.
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 41
 Score Sheet for Narrative Practice Papers
 Paper # Ideas Org. Style Conv.
 1
 2
 3
 4
 5
 6
 7
 8
 9
 10
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 NarrativePracticePaper 1
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 NarrativePracticePaper 1
 (page two)
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 NarrativePracticePaper 1
 (page three)
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 NarrativePracticePaper 1
 (page four)
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 NarrativePracticePaper 1
 (page five)
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 NarrativePracticePaper 1
 (page six)
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 NarrativePracticePaper 2
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 NarrativePracticePaper 2
 (page two)
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 NarrativePracticePaper 2
 (page three)
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 NarrativePracticePaper 3
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 NarrativePracticePaper 4
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 NarrativePractice Paper 5
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 NarrativePracticePaper 6
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 NarrativePracticePaper 6
 (page two)
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 NarrativePracticePaper 7
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 NarrativePracticePaper 7
 (page two)
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 NarrativePractice Paper 8
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 NarrativePracticePaper 9
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 NarrativePracticePaper 9
 (page two)
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 NarrativePracticePaper 9
 (page three)
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 NarrativePracticePaper 9
 (page four)
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 NarrativePractice
 Paper 10
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 64
 NarrativePractice
 Paper 10(page two)
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 65
 Answer Key for Narrative Practice Papers
 Paper # Ideas Org. Style Conv.
 1 Meets Meets Meets Meets
 2 Exceeds Exceeds Exceeds Exceeds
 3 Does not Meet Does not Meet Does not Meet Does not Meet
 4 Meets Meets Meets Meets
 5 Does not Meet Does not Meet Does not Meet Does not Meet
 6 Exceeds Exceeds Meets Meets
 7 Meets Meets Meets Meets
 8 Does not Meet Does not Meet Does not Meet Does not Meet
 9 Meets Meets Meets Meets
 10 Exceeds Exceeds Exceeds Exceeds
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 66
 Narrative Writing Lesson
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Grade 3 Narrative Writing 67
 Lesson 1: Personal Narrative Based on a
 Self-Selected Topic GPS• ELA 3R3 e, I, p• ELA 3W1 b, m, nFocus of Lesson• Suggested Time for the Lesson: 3 to 4 weeks to complete a personal narrative • The student will produce a personal narrative based on a self-selected topic. The
 focus is on modeling the steps of the writing process.
 Suggested Materials• dry erase board• chart paper and chart stand• writing tools: pens, pencils, colored pencils, highlighters, varied sizes and colors of
 papers• overhead projector• reading selections:
 – When I Was Young in the Mountains – Cynthia Rylan– When the Relatives Came – Cynthia Rylant– 26th Fairmount Avenue – Tommie de Paola– Owl Moon – Jane Yolen
 • Reference materials: writing handbooks, Quick Word book, dictionaries, thesaurus

Page 68
						

Grade 3 Narrative Writing 68
 Suggested Procedures for Lesson 1
 1. The teacher introduces the activity by reading aloud and discussing several of the books listed or other children’s literature that provides examples of personal experiences.
 2. Read aloud each selection stopping to make text-to-self connections.3. Select one story; create a story map by modeling for the whole class.4. Have students work in collaborative pairs to create a story map for another read
 aloud selection.5. The teacher will model the brainstorming process:
 • Use chart paper to create a list of personal memories. (e.g. the day I graduated, the day my dog ran away)
 • Students should create a list of personal memories in their writing notebooks.• The teacher models the process for selecting one topic. • Students select a topic from their personal memories with assistance from the teacher.• The teacher models a writing plan using a foldable. The chart paper is folded into three
 sections and labeled beginning, middle, and end.• The teacher will model using her selected topic by generating a list of ideas for the
 beginning, middle and end of the personal narrative.• Students will create their own list of generated ideas for the beginning, middle and end of
 their personal narrative. The teacher will monitor student progress and confer with students as they create this list.

Page 69
						

Grade 3 Narrative Writing 69
 Suggested Procedures for Lesson 1
 6. The teacher will model creating a beginning of her personal narrative using chart paper. Intentionally making errors will provide the teacher with opportunities for modeling revising and editing at later stages of the lesson. The student will then create a beginning for this personal narrative. The teacher will monitor student progress and confer with students as they create this list. Continue this same process to create the middle and end of the narrative.
 7. Using her personal narrative, the teacher will model several basic revision strategies such as lining out or using a carat to insert words, phrases, and sentences. The students then use these revision strategies. The teacher will monitor student progress and confer with students as they revise.
 8. The teacher will model basic editing strategies such as proofreading for spelling errors. Student will then proofread for spelling errors.
 9. The teacher will model putting the three parts of the personal narrative together into a finished product. The student will create his own final draft and the teacher will monitor student progress and confer with students as they complete their personal narratives.
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