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FERPASome guidelines on your responsibilities under
 FERPA as a community partner

Page 3
						

WHAT DOES “FERPA” STAND FOR?
 •FERPA” stands for the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act.
 • Fun Fact: The FERPA is a federal statute that appears at 20 U.S.C. § 1232g and 34 CFR Part 99. There is also a state version of the statute that appears at Va. Code §22.1-387.

Page 4
						

WHAT DOES “FERPA” CONTROL?
 • FERPA is actually a funding statute. However, the federal government uses the funding aspect of FERPA to control access to a student’s educational record.
 • An educational entity can lose funding if it routinely denies parents or adult students access to the student’s educational record or routinely releases educational records of a student without the written consent of the parents or the adult student.
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WHAT IS PROTECTED BY FERPA?
 • A student’s educational records. “Educational Records” include:• Records, files, documents, and other materials which
 contain information that is directly related to a student; and
 • Are maintained by an educational agency or institution or by a person acting for such agency and institution.
 • Personally identifiable information about the student.
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WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT TO YOU?
 • In exchange with agreeing to let you serve as service providers with RPS, you have agreed to comply with FERPA.
 • So what does it mean to comply with FERPA?
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO COMPLY WITH FERPA?
 • Every single document or every shred of information that you receive from RPS is confidential;
 • You cannot reveal any documents or information that you receive from RPS to any third party without the permission of the parent(s) or guardian(s);
 • You maintain every single document that you receive from RPS in a secure (preferably locked) location;
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SO UNDER WHAT CIRCUMSTANCES CAN INFORMATION ABOUT THE STUDENT BE SHARED BY SERVICE PROVIDERS UNDER
 FERPA?• If the parent(s) or guardian(s) have given permission to share
 the information with a third party;
 • Only employees of your company who are working with or servicing the child; • No one from your company who is not working with the child or providing
 advice on the child’s case should have access or should be accessing the student’s information;
 • PLEASE NOTE: RPS NEEDS WRITTEN PERMISSION FROM THE PARENT OR THE ADULT STUDENT TO SHARE INFORMATION WITH YOU!
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HIPAASome guidelines on your responsibilities under
 HIPAA as a community partner

Page 10
						

WHAT DOES “HIPAA” STAND FOR?
 • “HIPAA” stands for the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act.
 • Fun Fact: The HIPAA is a federal statute that appears at 42 U.S.C. § 1320d. There is also a state version of the state that appears at Va. Code §32.1127.1:03.
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WHAT DOES “HIPAA” CONTROL?
 • Protects a person’s individual health care information, including genetic information, from being released by certain health care entities.
 • Per the U.S. Department Health and Human Services website: The law gives an individual rights over “health information and sets rules and limits on who can look at and receive [the individual’s] health information.”
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WHO DOES HIPAA APPLY TO?
 • Healthcare Provider;
 • Healthcare Plans;
 • Healthcare Clearinghouses;
 • Other “Covered Entities”
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WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT TO YOU?
 • If you are a TDT provider, you are a healthcare provider (please speak to your own attorney about this designation!).
 • In exchange with agreeing to let you serve as Therapeutic Day Treatment (TDT) providers with RPS, you have agreed to comply with HIPAA.
 • So what does it mean to comply with HIPAA?
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO COMPLY WITH HIPAA?
 • Every single document or every shred of information regarding a student’s treatment or health that you receive from personal knowledge or RPS is confidential;
 • You cannot reveal any documents or information that you receive from personal knowledge or RPS to any third party without the permission of the parent(s) or guardian(s) or adult student;
 • You maintain every single document that you receive from your personal knowledge or RPS in a secure (preferably locked) location;
 • Electronic information must be stored in compliance with HIPAA rules.
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QUESTIONS???
 • Please ask any questions that you may have.
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