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            Cfje €muixxx. __- VoL* 7-'! RICHMOND, TUESDAY, APRIL D, 1811. (-N-(> j G# dCT Published by Thomas Ritchie, nearly op- posite the Globe Tavern, Richmond, Virginia. (TT COIfD lTlOlfS .-—Five dollars a year, to Bt paid annually in advance. Those who wish to be considered as annual subscribers, must hereafter designate it at the time oj tubscribing, otherwise their papers will be discontinued at the expiration of the first year. '‘^Richmond prices curken t. ~~ D. C Tobacco, 4 to 7 frlOUR— SUPERFINE, 9 50 t^O. FIVE, 9 WORN, PRR BARRS** 3 65 WHEAT, 1 66 BACON, FIR LR. 00 14 WHISKEY, PER QAttOf, O 67 RAE IRON, PER TON, 100 00 (EJ* There will be published, l'rom this Office, (perhaps in 2 volumes.) THE OLD BACHELOR, Which has deservedly attracted the attention of the literary world—a work, which has, in fact, been pronounced sufficient to redeem the cha- racter of the American Literature from the illi- beral strictures of ttie Edinburgh Review. Subscriptions will be received at this office ; with a view of forming some sort of an estimate as to the numbe: of copies, which may be struck off*. Those who wish to have a copy of these e- legant Essays in the book-form, would therefore oblige the Editor by entering their names, as Boon as is convenient. The work shall be put to press in a new type and on good paper. 0G3* Any gentleman who is disposed to receive subscribers in his neighborhood, wift have the thanks of the Editor. 37* APPRENTICES ! WANTED immediately, at this Office, two or three APPRENTICES—(^julificaii- ^Vns and terms made known, on application. April 2. _ tf WILL BE SOLD, at publit auction on Monday the 25th day of April—By or- der of the President & Directors of the Rich- mond Library Society, the share in said library belonging to Mr. Frederick Argyll, -‘by vir tue of the 4th article of the ordinance tor the go- vernment of said Society,” relative to delin- auencies, &c. if oticure, Robinson Is* Pleasants. Auc'rs April 2. v.4 w if sugar rretjverY, IN BALTIMORE 'YY t THOMAS A Co—Offer for sale at XJ • their store, <Wrnrr of Comnu-rce-fc Water Sfreets an assortment of handsome refined Fam- ily, Loaf, Lump, Piece and Bastard Sugars, & 'will keep * constant and extensive supply of them of such qualities and at such prices as they expect will give satisfaction to every purcha- ,rer. March 29. 4t Dismal swamp company.—The proprietors of the Dismal Swamp Gompu- tfy, are hereby informed that the 2d day of May next, being the first Thursday, is the time fix- ed for their annual meeting at Suffolk. And it ife requested that they will be punctual in their attendance either personally or by their attor nies, as business very important to the Company, Will be submitted to them. J AMES HENDERSON, Pres’t. Wm. NELSON, "l CORBIN GRIFFIN, I JOHN BRACKEN, f FRANCIS PAGE. j Wdliatnaburg, March 26. 9t FITZW HYLSON & POTTEK have just received a supply of FRESH GARDEN SEEDS. They have on hand a large assortment of Sta tjonary. Pen Knives of the first and inferior qual- ities, School Books, Bibles, and a few new pub- lications. Music and Music Books, Ladies ele- gant Scissors, Mathematical Instruments, Pa- rallel and other rules. Pocket, desk and cham- ber ink stands, Pocket books, Ac. &c. They continue to manufacture a!: kinds of Merchants and Record Books, with or without faint lines and patent backs, and to carry on the Book Binding business in all its branches. Feb. 22- _tf TI ^HE partnership of Ogg add Reid is this day M dissolved bj mutual consent. The books, papers, Oc. are placed in the hands of Andrew Stevenson Etf{ for adjustment. All persons having claims against the above firsts, •will pic,isc call on said Stephenson for payment, fr all persons indebted to the said 0. O’ R are ear ntstiy ret/ueslrd to make immediate payment to the said Stevenson of this city, he being alone au- thorised to grant teceipts, €*c. JOHN B OGG, HAMILTON C. REID, f Merck 5. tf Sales at Auction. THE subscriber will sell without reserve, on lie fifteenth of April next, at his lumber* now se on tlie back street, adjoining the Imnber- liouse of Messrs.. Kir by, Drake and Taylor, and under the management of Messrs. Moncure, Ro* bir.son and Pleasants—.about S& 8000 worth ol GOODS, amongst which, are. twe following ar- ticles, vie. 40 Demijohns old. Londo«i Particolar Ma- deira W me. 1 Pipe do. do. J2 Demijohns old Spirits, 4 Puncheons do. 12 Demijohns best old Cognise Brandy, 10.000 lb. Brown Sugar, 4000 lb. Coffee, 4 Boxes assorted Dvtch Glass Ware, 2 Hhds. assorted Double Flint do. 30 Boxes Martinique Cordial, 30 Doz. Claret, 36 Do best Shrub, 12 Do. best Syrup of Punch, 12 Chests Souchong Tea, 5 Boxes Imperial do. 4 Doz. I,ead Canisters Gunpowder Tea, }0 Gross Playing Cards—and 40 Boxes first Chop Havanna Segars, With s great vsos|ty of useful anu valuable articles, too tedious to be enumerated. Terms of sale, all suma under g 50 cash ^ 50, and not exceeding ^ 150, 90 days, £ 150, and not exceeding ft 500, 6 months, and above 500 dollars, 9 months. For credit purchases, notes negociahle and payable at the bank of Virginia, with approved endorsers, will be indiscriminate- ly required. AUBIV LAFOREST. IT The sale will be eontinjetl from day to day until closed. April 3t 5Jk | Fairfield Races ! ! ! If AIRFIELD RACES will commence on A Tuesday the 7th May, 1811. 1st Day, a subscription isopen for four years old colts and fillies, two mile beats, fifty dollars entrance, play or pay, four Estnes or no race-®- to close 1st May. On the same day at four o'clock, a cup, value twenty-five guineas, a single two mile, three Entries or no race—to close the 1st May. 2nd. Day, the Jocky Club purse, of four hun- dred dollars, four mile heats. 3rd. Day, the proprietors purse of two hun- dred dollar®, three mile heats. 4th. Day, the Farmers Stake (a mule rgce») entrance fifty dollars, play or pay ; five entries or no race. Six are already made, and many otfiers are expected, subscription to close on the first' day of the race—it is supposed that this race will give great sport. Gentlemen having Horses to attend to, may have genteel accommodations at the proprietors House at Fairfield. There will he an elegant dinner furnished at the large dining house on the field, every day of the races, by Mr. Hull, who is noted for his taste in those things. Toll collected at the gate nnd fence as usual. E. SMOCK, Treaturrr and proprietor. March 19. eptdR BARK.—The subscribers wish to purchase in the course of the ensuing spring, three or four hundred chords of Spanish and Red Oak BARK, to ^e delivered at their Tan Yard near Rutherford's Milts. GEO FISHER & Co. Thev will give the highest cash prices, and receive it on the margin of the canal near the said Mills March 5.; wfiw TO ATP KINS Uf MURRAY ARE j st re •. iv iiigiiy the Ship Anacreon* front Loudon, a large supply of SPRING GOODS. Also, a few Tierces of Htbbert’s best Brown- Stout and Porter. Aprfl 2. 2m I NOTICE. In pursuance to a deed of trust ( executed to ihe subscriber, will be offered for s le on Saturday the fourth day of May next, at Liggon’s Tavern in Amelia county for cash, a negro man named BOB, the property of Jo- shua Smithey of Amelia county, t. satisfy a debt due to James Jackson, Senr. of Prince Edward county. JOSIAII PERKINSON, Trustee. March 29_ law5wfl FOUND, in the Main-Sireet, a piece ot thread lace on the 21&tof February, by a,servant, any person may get it by describing ana paying the expcnces of this advertisement. April 2 tf N^OTICE.—1 hereby forwarn all persons I from receiving' my note for £ ISO, given to Dabney and Son—ar* I will not pay it, for reasons, best known to myself. PATRICK COUTTS. March 29. 3t S*. JOHN l* MITCHELL} Respectfully informs the public that they have for sale at reduced priced. 900 Buenos-Ayres hides* 600 sacks L. fine salt, 80 do. do. coarse do. 30 hhds.prime Muscavado sugar, 20 bbls. d do. 20 do. & a few bags green coffee, 20 Tierces Upland whiskey, 10 hhds. Pennsylvania, do. 24 pieces Ameiicnn twilled sacking, a few cwt.—Northern cheese. O^TThey intern! keeping a constant supply of hides and to sell them at New-York prices S & VI. Richmond, April, 5 2t 1^0 BE SEEN, Col John Mayo’s h>w r t nem- nt, A MUSEUM The only on ol the kind that has ever been exhibited in Ame- ri 'a, being composed of more than 450 different >*»r jer.ts, of r beautiful and ele* .:it Ct)PPEP PLA TE PKWt'S, which collection of mytho- logical, allegorical, emblematical Pictures and views ol land und seas, together present a pros* pen so interesting as to gratify the furiosity of- those who have a taste for the productions of genius ami of the admirable art o* painting, which assemblage must impress nu the judici- ous obs« rv<. r he most agreeable sensations. A m the greatest part of this collection is dou- ble and treble, the overplus will be sold totno.se who may desire to enliven and decorate their houses, as they will not for a long time have ah equal opportuni.y of meeting with such larrefy t^it ot which to make choice to their liking — m the price varying from 25 cents to 4 and 5 dol- lars. This Museum for a short lime, will be open every day, from 10 o’clot k in the fotenoon to 2, and from 3 to 6 in the afternoon. CTT Admittance, lor Grown Persons,etch day, 25 cents, to be paid in small money, as change will not be given. Any person purchasing 2 dol- lars worth shall be admitted once giais Children, half puce, and the parents responsi- ble for any damages don« by them to any of the Prints Nothing is to he touched or displaced. N. B. Will oe taken from any person or compa- ny, who may be disposed to buy the whole of I what is to be sold, of the aouv* either two thirds of inspected tobacco ot (he first quality & one third cash; or one third cash and a satisfac- tory note at lour months for the oilier two thirds ! A great bargain is offered on these terms. April J. 2t JUST KECEIVED. anti f,„ aale, -l vv igJi. AM PKICHAKD’s Bookstore,opiiosite ?he Post Office. A Monument of Parental Affection, to a Dear and only Son, by Jothua Gilpin. At the aame place may be had, now complete in six VqIs Mctciniffht on the. Apostolical Epia- tlea—ns alto almost every kind ol new publics- j lions of merit. W P. informs the Oentlem<-o of the Bar, and Students, that his Law Li ruj is now r. noplete, •and that his terms of sale are modelute and ac- commodating, Aprl* gt j NOTICE—The commissioner?, authorised by an act of the last legislature, will on Saturday the 20th inst. on the premises, dispose oVPf,,IC' 8“,c*lh8t e,'K‘Wy •itnated half acre LOT fronttng the north side of the Capitol ; and iymg between Mr Edmund Randolph's lot, and the street fronting the west of Mr. Wright bouthgale^s house. Notes with approved endor- ser*, negotiable and payable at the Bank of Vir- guua, in 60, 90. .ml 120 days from the day of sale, will De required of the purchaser On the same day, and terms, will be sold, the house in which the former Governors resided ; to be removed from the spot on which it stands by the purchaser without delay. They also give notice to undertakers, that they are immediately ready to receive plans and e?l'u'8t uS* ?,an hoU8e io be er«*cted, for the use o! the chief magistrate, commensuiate with the appropriation mad# by said act: The contempla- ted edifice to be 60 far progressed in during the present year, as that it maybe completely fi- nished, early in the ensuing summer. APril 5- _tds B Y virtue of a deed ol trust executed to Ben- jamin Moaby and the subscribers by Da- vid Ross, esq. bearing date the 20th day of J*. nuary, in the'year lbOd ; 8c of record in the Ho- norable the General Court of this Common- wealth, will be sold on Monday the 13th day of May next, at Fluvanna Court-House at Public Auction, the residue of the lands, conveyed by the said indenture,remaining unsold in the coun- ts of Fluvanna and Albemarle; on Cunningham, Rackoon and the waters of Bremmer and Berry Creeks, supposed to contain about seven thou- sand acre® ntore or less j for the purposes in the same indenture mentioned : on a credit for one fourth part of the purchase money payable the first day of October next, and the residue in one two 8c three equal annual payments thereafter the purchaser giving b<md with approved secu- rity for the first payment'; and bonds with a deed of trust upon the lands for securing the annu- al instalments as they shall respectively fall due. The land will be sold in pareels to suit purcha- sers. Wm.C. williams. APnl 5- _tds WILL BE SOLD, to the highest bidder, at the late dwelling of D. L. HYLTON, Dcc'd, on Wednesday the 17th inst. TEN VAL- UABLE NEGROES: amongst which are Four Likely Men and a good plain Woman Cook. — — Also all the Household and Kitchen FURNI- TURE, belonging to the Dec’d. Credit will be given until the first day of Jan nary next. Purchasers giving bond with ap- proved security for all sums above 10 dollars, unf er that sum, CASH. SARAH HYL TON, AJm'x. April 5, 1811. tds PUBLIC LAND.— Will be sold, to the high est bidder, on the 15th day of April next, being Monday, the residue of the LAND, be longing to the Commonwealth of Virginia, in the county of Fluvanna : The tract contains 137 i acres, by a late survey, and is situated between Fluvanna and Kivanna rivers, about 4 miles a- bove the town of Columbia, the place of their conflux. The terms of sale are, 12 months ere- dit | the purchaser giving bond with security, to be approved of by the Executive. The sale will take place about twelve o'clock, at the tavern of Mr. John Sn'-ad, in said county’ JOHN' WILLS, Sufierintcndant. Feb. 12. wfew TORPEDO WAR. [Ourreaders will recollect thatKat the ses- sion of Congress preceding the last, a law was passed by Congress making an ap- propriation for the purpose of making practical experiments on the use of the Torpedo, or submarine explosion, inven- ted by Mr. FtriaroN. As Congress thus far shewed their wishes for the success oj the invention, the public have certainly a right to know the result of the experi- ments. M e therefore, notwithstanding its length, lay before them the following report from the ffavy Department to Congress on the subject.—Mit. iwf.j JVhvy Department, February 12, 181L SIR a Under the authority of the act of Con gress of the 30 h of March, 1810, entitled I* An act making an appropriation for the purpose of iryingthe practical use of the 1 orpedoor sub-marine explosion certain fpr-litmnary experiments have been m.de in the ci y and hrfrbor of New.Vrk. By letter, copy of which is herrwi h transmit- ted. and marked Na 1, Messrs Wnlco t, ! Golden LivihgsVn, Lewis, Williams, Gar- nett, and Ifcvmp. were requested to attend (il»e experiments, and to report their opini- ons thereon, either jointly or severalty._ These gentlemen accordingly a tended, and their opinions will be found in the panels A. B. C & D. P P A. Letter and report signed lay Mes^r*. WnlcoA, Kemp, Golden, Garnett and Wil- liams, B. Letter from Mr. CoMen. G. Letter iroin Mr. Livingston. 1). Letter from Mr. Lewis. Commodore Rogers and Captain Chaun. cey were also requested to attend the ex- periments, and to conduct the defence a. gainst he Torpedo. The commodore’* oh nervations, in which it is believed c.iptain Chauncey concurs, will be found in paper K. which contains extracts of his journal kept on that iccasion. F. Is a letter from Mr. Fulton. 'These papers contain all the materialin formation, with respect to Mr. Falton’S Torpedo system, at this time in the posses- sion of the Navy Department. They shew lint Mr. Fulton has not, in the opinio.r of a majority of the committee, proved that the government ought to rely upon his system as a means of national defence. Mr. Fulton states, however, that he has made impor- tant improvements since the experiments w re madef and as he appeals veiy confi- din'of success, it is contemplated lo au- thorise further experiments in order to ascertain theeffictof such improvements. Ol the five thousand dollars vtred, aliout one thousand five hundred dollars have bn n expended. leaving ;.n unexpended balance at lilts time or about tbrt;e ItmusHOd $ve hun- dred qdliar*. All which is respectfully submitted, PAUL HAMILTON. The honorable Joseph O. Vamum, ip raker of the House of Representatives. No. 1. Jo Oliver 7Volcott, Esquire. NAVr I)EPARTJIENTi SIR. Congress having, during their last srs- Bion, provided for an experiment of Mr. Fulton's Torpedo sys'nr., it has been pro- posed by that g'ntleman that some preli- minary experiments be made in the harbor of New York, ancf that yoursel’, Mr. Col- rien< Mr. Chancellor L'vingst >n, Mr. Lewis, Colonel Williams, Mr. Garnett and Doctor Ivcmp, should be invited to attend sur.h pre- liminary experiments, and report your opj. nions either jointly or severally upon the merits of his s\ s»em generally, so far as a satisfactory o|>iiiion may be formed from an observation of such experiments. It will not, I hope, sir, be either inconve- nient or disagreeable to you to attend Mr. Fulton’s experiments, and 10 report your opinion upon his system ; and I shall consi- der myself obliged by your rendering this service. Favor me, if you please, by an answer to this letter. I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, (Signed) PAUL HAMILTON. Same to Cadwallader C. Golden. Esq. Robert R. Livingston Esq. Morgan Lewis, Esq. Colonel Jonathan Williams. John Garnett, Esq Doctor John Kemp. (A.) Eew-York, Jan. 22, 1811. SIR. vve nave now the honor to submit to your consideration a statement of tac*s and observations, in relation to certain experi ments exhibited by Mr. Fulton, as requested in your letter of May 4th. 1810. It seems to be generally admitted,that a ship may be destroyed by sub.marine explo sions ; but whether Mr. Fulton’s system can be rendered practically useful,' must as we conceive depend on future discoveries and improvements. Tine only opinion which we venture at this time to express with any degree of confidence is, that this system is, at present, too imperfectly de mons.rated to justify the government in re- lying upon it as a means of public defence. In expressing this npini n we, how. ver, disclaim the intention of attempi ing to dis- courage >uch mvestig it ions and experiments as the wisdom ot government, aided by other I fights and information than we have pus. aessed, shall consider fit and useful. We cannot conclude this report without suggesting a reflection, which has been strongly impressed on our minds duengthis investigation, and wnich wc hope Will not be thought unworthy the attention of go- vernment : namely, th neces'-ity of on in- stitution in the United htatcs to which sub- jects of this nature nigh1 be referred. A Legislative body 'rom the numerous more important objects which demand its atten- tion, must be incapable of that patient and systematical inves 'goion which is essential in all improyernen s of science The many useful and ingenious discoveries made by A- mericans prove their inventive faculties and powers of combination ; but that they may be usefully directed, a national institution appears to be requisite Such an instituti- on, patronized by government would at all times be ready to examine th mer t-of any plan for improvement in civil or military science, and perhaps its approbation ought to precede the grant of any exclusive pri* vilege. r Almost every state in Europe has such an establishment. In England there is a board of longitude, an institution for fheim provement of naval architecture, an obser- vatory, and a board of ordnance, to which a military academy is attached. In Fr nee an academy of sciences was established before the Revolution, and since that period ihe national institute, which includes every departm* nt of science. jt is not necessary to enumerate other similar institutions in different nations of Europe; and it cannot be doubted, that astonishing improvetnen's in eveiy department of art and science have resulted from their labors, and thereby en- tailed a debt of endless gratitude upon man- Ik mu. We. theref^rev canrtot but express our regret th -t America alone, while possessed of ample means, should be deprived of the advantage and glorv which would result fr^m uniting their efforts to those of other civilized nations. The present we deem an auspicious period for commencing the establishment, which we t ike the libn-'y to recommend to your patronage ; as in add'- lion to the resources of tal.-ut and learning already possessed, men of profound science in every department might probably be found, who, discontented with political vicissitudes, would be de-sil ou* to find , e fugein Our country, hitherto h tppily ex- empted from the agitations of Europe. Wc have the honor to be, with the highest respect, Sir. your obedient ser vuntst Oliver Wolcott, John Krrufi Cailw'tlludrr I) Colder*, John Garnett, Jonathan William*. The honorable Paul Hum,lion. Secretary of the Navy* STATEMENT Of Jade and ob’irrvu ir>nein relation to ex, fitrimentn exhibited bo Mr. Jiohert Pub ton. erydanatory of hie eyetom of TO Ji IV.4K, in and near the citi/ of Wen- York% from September 21#/ to Nov 1 st. 1810. On the 21st of September, a majority of the pc-Vsons named in the letter of ht?b- ere.ary of the Navj, dated May 4, ink; '•uftvtncd ;>i* c1;v»’ t"‘# the/ were 1 1 —... i- st "nri --raaaa» attended by commodoie Rodgers and cap- tain Chauncey, of the navy, „nd Mr. Robert Fulton, i he object of this meeting was tc* agree on a mode of exhibiting the experi- ments piopused by Mr Fulton, . xplanatory of his system of Torpedo War, in such manner us would enable the commissioners t>» report their opinion ..f the merisof said system, so far as satisfactory opinions could be formed from obseivations of said experi- men s. At this meeting, Mr. Fnlmn exhibited a Torpedo lock, al*o a model of a Torpedo* which he proposed to launch under the bou tc>m ot a ship, by means of a spar, projec etl from tiie bow of a boat or vessel : for which purpose, he requested that the friga e Pre- sident might be removed from the North into the Lvist river. To this proposal of Mr. Fulton, commodore Rodgers replied* thata removal oi the frigate .President would be attended with inconvenience; but, that the proposed experiments might be made either on the Irigate in the Norh river, or on the brig Argus, then it anchor near the navy yard, in the East river. Jt wasthei# agreed that the experiments should be made on the brig Argus, with blank T«.l*,>ed«tes ? and that such defence should be made a* gainst them as a vessel ot war could exert* without having recourse to her guns, or the employment ot active force. Owing to unfavorable weather aad other* causes, the commissioners could not convene at the navy yard before the 26th ot Sep- tember; at which time they viewed the brig Argus, prepared for defence against the application of Torpedoes, in the inode which had been previously suggested by Mr. Fulton. This deence consisted of a net. suspended from the bow of the brig, and reaching to ihe bottom J aiso, of spars lash1* ed together and suspended from the oow- spritand yards, in >uch oianmr as would prevent boats ft om coming into contact witht tiie brig. 'I he studding sail booms were moreover armed with kentlidge and heavy- shot, and provided with grapnels, for the purpose of sinking or taking possession ot a- uoai ur orpeao winch might come within reach. L was stated by the offic. rs of the Navy, that, these means of defence were such as are usually possessed by ships of war, and that after he preparation* were made, all the defences could be dis- posed in proper order, or replaced in a ship, in the term of fifteen minutes. After tie ,r- mg the observations of commodore Rorigersa captain (Jhauncey and i,|Mu ena t Law- rence, commander of the \igus Mr Fui ton candidly admitted thaton he supposiu- on that the net, before the br g reached the bottom, he was then unprepared for an attack, by any means which he had at that tin e provided The commissioners viewed at the Nav^ /.ird specimens of diff, tent Torpedoes .»A in particular anchor torfitdoe* with ih© means proposed of stcuiing them under water, in a position c ,p..ble f annoying ships while pa • ng over them. They aisS inspected a machine invented f,.r the nnr- pose of cu ting he cables 01 ships while rv- ihfh' ,anc‘i0o tMe e,K ct ot which machine: will be hereaftt ruesenbed. At this meeting experiments were mad© of firing a harpo. n, to which a small r uauoeen attached: the attempts to pl./c^ the harpoon in the target did ndi succee, a9 a greater distance than fif oen ice anti at tha' dismnee the harpoon struck firmly, out On toe 28th of September, the com mist s.oners me; at the Navy Y.,rd; when, t© demons, rate the effect which the guns of a, slup Of war would have upon a boat of the size and description of ihar which Mr. Ful- ton had prepared t„r exhibiting his expe- riments, captain Chauncey caused an old ■josh to be moored at about ninety yard« distance, ir. which three boards were placed upnghtj repres, nting the size ot men. At tins object a twenty .four pounder, loade® with /cannister and grape shot, was dis- chargrd : the effect was, that seventv-ihree snot paved through the boa: ; eigh.cen snot penetrated through the first board, nin© 'hrough the second, and five through the At .his meeting, an attempt was madett* cut a cable under water, which failed ?Z,g,VaS,-i8SUF^,e', h>' Mr F*o,he imperfection of the machinery. It was them 'let.rminc u to postpone lur her experiment® ,iU tlie 2ath ol October. On the 1st of No- V5")^he Commlssiouers again convened at the Naxy.x.rtl, when Mr. Fulton sue. Cecded ihcutt ng a fourteen inch cable a- b ut six ttei under wa:er, without in- juring m* machinery. 1 he operation w.,9 pei-or tied fiom an open b at, which re- mained about five minmts within pistol shot of the vessel at anchor. The commission, rs tx,mined an anchor torpedo in the Last rivel*. which had seve. rai days remained under water : it wo* viewed when the ebb tide had just commen- ced, and when the current was leebe: <ho torpedo at that time appeared to pieserve \xar u-^ Vtr,|C 'l position, as intended by Mr 1*niton ; but no experiment was mad® |° l*,e •fret of the machinery upon the bot- tom ol a vessel. At this and other forcings of (he Com- missioners, various m. dels were exnibrert by :vir Fulton of machines, by means of whi, h it w is .»pp.s, ,1 by him the defens, v* measures of he officers of he n«-y mishc be counteracted ao,| defeated ; ir) Oppori i n to wh,ch they suggested counter projects — Hie duty of the commissioners being, h *e- ver. confined u, ,m observation of exptri- $«*?'** '"f"pessary to report on this branch of the subjeiL F 6 Oliver \l olcott, John K mfo CadvmUaUer D. Coldett, John (#’urnctt, JonaUmn II 'tlUarjto, Aew-Font, Jan. 22, Mil. (B.) $OPY. SIK New York, Jan.26 j I had the honor to receive a let er from you in May l«*t. desiring my services ns on* Of a commute to a'tend a course of eXocM- Cuts to be m:wie by Mr. J uhon on his tor- |>fdu «y®em, mxl teviespnf that 1 
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 VoL* 7-'! RICHMOND, TUESDAY, APRIL D, 1811. (-N-(> j G#
 dCT Published by Thomas Ritchie, nearly op- posite the Globe Tavern, Richmond, Virginia.
 (TT COIfD lTlOlfS .-—Five dollars a year, to Bt paid annually in advance. Those who wish to be considered as annual subscribers, must hereafter designate it at the time oj tubscribing, otherwise their papers will be discontinued at the expiration of the first year.
 '‘^Richmond prices curken t. ~~
 D. C
 Tobacco, 4 to 7 frlOUR— SUPERFINE, 9 50 t^O. FIVE, 9 WORN, PRR BARRS** 3 65 WHEAT, 1 66 BACON, FIR LR. 00 14 WHISKEY, PER QAttOf, O 67 RAE IRON, PER TON, 100 00
 (EJ* There will be published, l'rom this Office, (perhaps in 2 volumes.)
 THE OLD BACHELOR, Which has deservedly attracted the attention of the literary world—a work, which has, in fact, been pronounced sufficient to redeem the cha- racter of the American Literature from the illi- beral strictures of ttie Edinburgh Review.
 Subscriptions will be received at this office ; with a view of forming some sort of an estimate as to the numbe: of copies, which may be struck off*. Those who wish to have a copy of these e-
 legant Essays in the book-form, would therefore oblige the Editor by entering their names, as Boon as is convenient.
 The work shall be put to press in a new type and on good paper.
 0G3* Any gentleman who is disposed to receive subscribers in his neighborhood, wift have the thanks of the Editor.
 37* APPRENTICES !
 WANTED immediately, at this Office, two or three APPRENTICES—(^julificaii-
 ^Vns and terms made known, on application. April 2. _
 tf
 WILL BE SOLD, at publit auction on
 Monday the 25th day of April—By or-
 der of the President & Directors of the Rich- mond Library Society, the share in said library belonging to Mr. Frederick Argyll, -‘by vir
 tue of the 4th article of the ordinance tor the go- vernment of said Society,” relative to delin-
 auencies, &c. if oticure, Robinson Is* Pleasants. Auc'rs April 2. v.4 w
 if sugar rretjverY, IN BALTIMORE
 'YY t THOMAS A Co—Offer for sale at XJ • their store, <Wrnrr of Comnu-rce-fc Water Sfreets an assortment of handsome refined Fam- ily, Loaf, Lump, Piece and Bastard Sugars, & 'will keep * constant and extensive supply of them of such qualities and at such prices as they expect will give satisfaction to every purcha- ,rer.
 March 29. 4t
 Dismal swamp company.—The proprietors of the Dismal Swamp Gompu-
 tfy, are hereby informed that the 2d day of May next, being the first Thursday, is the time fix- ed for their annual meeting at Suffolk. And it ife requested that they will be punctual in their attendance either personally or by their attor
 nies, as business very important to the Company, Will be submitted to them.
 J AMES HENDERSON, Pres’t. Wm. NELSON, "l CORBIN GRIFFIN, I JOHN BRACKEN, f FRANCIS PAGE. j
 Wdliatnaburg, March 26. 9t
 FITZW HYLSON & POTTEK have just received a supply of FRESH GARDEN
 SEEDS. They have on hand a large assortment of Sta
 tjonary. Pen Knives of the first and inferior qual- ities, School Books, Bibles, and a few new pub- lications. Music and Music Books, Ladies ele- gant Scissors, Mathematical Instruments, Pa- rallel and other rules. Pocket, desk and cham- ber ink stands, Pocket books, Ac. &c.
 They continue to manufacture a!: kinds of Merchants and Record Books, with or without faint lines and patent backs, and to carry on the Book Binding business in all its branches.
 Feb. 22- _tf TI ^HE partnership of Ogg add Reid is this day
 M dissolved bj mutual consent. The books, papers, Oc. are placed in the hands
 of Andrew Stevenson Etf{ for adjustment. All persons having claims against the above firsts, •will pic,isc call on said Stephenson for payment, fr all persons indebted to the said 0. O’ R are ear
 ntstiy ret/ueslrd to make immediate payment to the said Stevenson of this city, he being alone au-
 thorised to grant teceipts, €*c. JOHN B OGG, HAMILTON C. REID,
 f Merck 5. tf
 Sales at Auction.
 THE subscriber will sell without reserve, on
 lie fifteenth of April next, at his lumber* now se on tlie back street, adjoining the Imnber- liouse of Messrs.. Kir by, Drake and Taylor, and under the management of Messrs. Moncure, Ro* bir.son and Pleasants—.about S& 8000 worth ol GOODS, amongst which, are. twe following ar-
 ticles, vie. 40 Demijohns old. Londo«i Particolar Ma-
 deira W me. 1 Pipe do. do.
 J2 Demijohns old Spirits, 4 Puncheons do.
 12 Demijohns best old Cognise Brandy, 10.000 lb. Brown Sugar,
 4000 lb. Coffee, 4 Boxes assorted Dvtch Glass Ware, 2 Hhds. assorted Double Flint do.
 30 Boxes Martinique Cordial, 30 Doz. Claret, 36 Do best Shrub, 12 Do. best Syrup of Punch, 12 Chests Souchong Tea,
 5 Boxes Imperial do. 4 Doz. I,ead Canisters Gunpowder Tea,
 }0 Gross Playing Cards—and 40 Boxes first Chop Havanna Segars,
 With s great vsos|ty of useful anu valuable articles, too tedious to be enumerated.
 Terms of sale, all suma under g 50 cash ̂ 50, and not exceeding ^ 150, 90 days, £ 150, and not exceeding ft 500, 6 months, and above 500 dollars, 9 months. For credit purchases, notes negociahle and payable at the bank of Virginia, with approved endorsers, will be indiscriminate- ly required.
 AUBIV LAFOREST. IT The sale will be eontinjetl from day to
 day until closed. April 3t 5Jk |
 Fairfield Races ! ! !
 If AIRFIELD RACES will commence on A Tuesday the 7th May, 1811.
 1st Day, a subscription isopen for four years old colts and fillies, two mile beats, fifty dollars entrance, play or pay, four Estnes or no race-®- to close 1st May.
 On the same day at four o'clock, a cup, value twenty-five guineas, a single two mile, three Entries or no race—to close the 1st May.
 2nd. Day, the Jocky Club purse, of four hun- dred dollars, four mile heats.
 3rd. Day, the proprietors purse of two hun- dred dollar®, three mile heats.
 4th. Day, the Farmers Stake (a mule rgce») entrance fifty dollars, play or pay ; five entries or no race. Six are already made, and many otfiers are expected, subscription to close on the first' day of the race—it is supposed that this race will give great sport.
 Gentlemen having Horses to attend to, may have genteel accommodations at the proprietors House at Fairfield.
 There will he an elegant dinner furnished at the large dining house on the field, every day of the races, by Mr. Hull, who is noted for his taste in those things.
 Toll collected at the gate nnd fence as usual. E. SMOCK, Treaturrr and proprietor.
 March 19. eptdR
 BARK.—The subscribers wish to purchase in the course of the ensuing spring, three
 or four hundred chords of Spanish and Red Oak BARK, to ^e delivered at their Tan Yard near Rutherford's Milts.
 GEO FISHER & Co. Thev will give the highest cash prices, and
 receive it on the margin of the canal near the said Mills
 March 5.; wfiw
 TO ATP KINS Uf MURRAY
 ARE j st re •. iv iiigiiy the Ship Anacreon* front Loudon, a large supply of SPRING
 GOODS. Also, a few Tierces of Htbbert’s best Brown-
 Stout and Porter. Aprfl 2. 2m I
 NOTICE. In pursuance to a deed of trust ( executed to ihe subscriber, will be offered
 for s le on Saturday the fourth day of May next, at Liggon’s Tavern in Amelia county for cash, a negro man named BOB, the property of Jo- shua Smithey of Amelia county, t. satisfy a debt due to James Jackson, Senr. of Prince Edward county.
 JOSIAII PERKINSON, Trustee. March 29_ law5wfl
 FOUND, in the Main-Sireet, a piece ot thread lace on the 21&tof February, by a,servant,
 any person may get it by describing ana paying the expcnces of this advertisement.
 April 2 tf
 N^OTICE.—1 hereby forwarn all persons I from receiving' my note for £ ISO, given
 to Dabney and Son—ar* I will not pay it, for reasons, best known to myself.
 PATRICK COUTTS. March 29. 3t
 S*. JOHN l* MITCHELL} Respectfully informs the public that
 they have for sale at reduced priced. 900 Buenos-Ayres hides* 600 sacks L. fine salt, 80 do. do. coarse do. 30 hhds.prime Muscavado sugar, 20 bbls. d do. 20 do. & a few bags green coffee, 20 Tierces Upland whiskey, 10 hhds. Pennsylvania, do. 24 pieces Ameiicnn twilled sacking, a few cwt.—Northern cheese.
 O^TThey intern! keeping a constant supply of hides and to sell them at New-York prices
 S & VI. Richmond, April, 5 2t
 1^0 BE SEEN, Col John Mayo’s h>w r t nem- nt, A MUSEUM The only on
 ol the kind that has ever been exhibited in Ame- ri 'a, being composed of more than 450 different >*»r jer.ts, of r beautiful and ele* .:it Ct)PPEP PLA TE PKWt'S, which collection of mytho- logical, allegorical, emblematical Pictures and views ol land und seas, together present a pros* pen so interesting as to gratify the furiosity of- those who have a taste for the productions of genius ami of the admirable art o* painting, which assemblage must impress nu the judici- ous obs« rv<. r he most agreeable sensations.
 A m the greatest part of this collection is dou- ble and treble, the overplus will be sold totno.se who may desire to enliven and decorate their houses, as they will not for a long time have ah equal opportuni.y of meeting with such larrefy t^it ot which to make choice to their liking — m the price varying from 25 cents to 4 and 5 dol- lars.
 This Museum for a short lime, will be open every day, from 10 o’clot k in the fotenoon to 2, and from 3 to 6 in the afternoon.
 CTT Admittance, lor Grown Persons,etch day, 25 cents, to be paid in small money, as change will not be given. Any person purchasing 2 dol- lars worth shall be admitted once giais
 Children, half puce, and the parents responsi- ble for any damages don« by them to any of the Prints
 Nothing is to he touched or displaced. N. B. Will oe taken from any person or compa-
 ny, who may be disposed to buy the whole of I what is to be sold, of the aouv* either two thirds of inspected tobacco ot (he first quality & one third cash; or one third cash and a satisfac- tory note at lour months for the oilier two thirds !
 A great bargain is offered on these terms. April J. 2t
 JUST KECEIVED. anti f,„ aale, -l vv igJi. AM PKICHAKD’s Bookstore,opiiosite ?he
 Post Office. A Monument of Parental Affection, to a Dear
 and only Son, by Jothua Gilpin. At the aame place may be had, now complete
 in six VqIs Mctciniffht on the. Apostolical Epia- tlea—ns alto almost every kind ol new publics- j lions of merit.
 W P. informs the Oentlem<-o of the Bar, and Students, that his Law Li ruj is now r. noplete, •and that his terms of sale are modelute and ac-
 commodating, Aprl* gt j
 NOTICE—The commissioner?, authorised by an act of the last legislature, will on
 Saturday the 20th inst. on the premises, dispose oVPf,,IC' 8“,c*lh8t e,'K‘Wy •itnated half acre
 LOT fronttng the north side of the Capitol ; and iymg between Mr Edmund Randolph's lot, and the street fronting the west of Mr. Wright bouthgale^s house. Notes with approved endor- ser*, negotiable and payable at the Bank of Vir- guua, in 60, 90. .ml 120 days from the day of sale, will De required of the purchaser On the same day, and terms, will be sold, the house in which the former Governors resided ; to be removed from the spot on which it stands by the purchaser without delay.
 They also give notice to undertakers, that they are immediately ready to receive plans and e?l'u'8t uS* ?,an hoU8e io be er«*cted, for the use o! the chief magistrate, commensuiate with the appropriation mad# by said act: The contempla- ted edifice to be 60 far progressed in during the present year, as that it maybe completely fi- nished, early in the ensuing summer.
 APril 5- _tds
 B Y virtue of a deed ol trust executed to Ben- jamin Moaby and the subscribers by Da- vid Ross, esq. bearing date the 20th day of J*.
 nuary, in the'year lbOd ; 8c of record in the Ho- norable the General Court of this Common- wealth, will be sold on Monday the 13th day of May next, at Fluvanna Court-House at Public Auction, the residue of the lands, conveyed by the said indenture,remaining unsold in the coun- ts of Fluvanna and Albemarle; on Cunningham, Rackoon and the waters of Bremmer and Berry Creeks, supposed to contain about seven thou- sand acre® ntore or less j for the purposes in the same indenture mentioned : on a credit for one fourth part of the purchase money payable the first day of October next, and the residue in one two 8c three equal annual payments thereafter the purchaser giving b<md with approved secu- rity for the first payment'; and bonds with a deed of trust upon the lands for securing the annu- al instalments as they shall respectively fall due. The land will be sold in pareels to suit purcha- sers.
 Wm.C. williams. APnl 5- _tds
 WILL BE SOLD, to the highest bidder, at the late dwelling of D. L. HYLTON,
 Dcc'd, on Wednesday the 17th inst. TEN VAL- UABLE NEGROES: amongst which are Four Likely Men and a good plain Woman Cook. — —
 Also all the Household and Kitchen FURNI- TURE, belonging to the Dec’d.
 Credit will be given until the first day of Jan nary next. Purchasers giving bond with ap- proved security for all sums above 10 dollars, unf er that sum, CASH.
 SARAH HYL TON, AJm'x. April 5, 1811. tds
 PUBLIC LAND.— Will be sold, to the high est bidder, on the 15th day of April next,
 being Monday, the residue of the LAND, be longing to the Commonwealth of Virginia, in the county of Fluvanna : The tract contains 137 i acres, by a late survey, and is situated between Fluvanna and Kivanna rivers, about 4 miles a- bove the town of Columbia, the place of their conflux. The terms of sale are, 12 months ere- dit | the purchaser giving bond with security, to be approved of by the Executive. The sale will take place about twelve o'clock, at the tavern of Mr. John Sn'-ad, in said county’
 JOHN' WILLS, Sufierintcndant. Feb. 12. wfew
 TORPEDO WAR.
 [Ourreaders will recollect thatKat the ses- sion of Congress preceding the last, a law was passed by Congress making an ap- propriation for the purpose of making practical experiments on the use of the Torpedo, or submarine explosion, inven- ted by Mr. FtriaroN. As Congress thus far shewed their wishes for the success oj the invention, the public have certainly a
 right to know the result of the experi- ments. M e therefore, notwithstanding its length, lay before them the following report from the ffavy Department to Congress on the subject.—Mit. iwf.j
 JVhvy Department, February 12, 181L
 SIR a
 Under the authority of the act of Con gress of the 30 h of March, 1810, entitled
 I* An act making an appropriation for the purpose of iryingthe practical use of the
 1 orpedoor sub-marine explosion certain fpr-litmnary experiments have been m.de in the ci y and hrfrbor of New.Vrk. By letter, copy of which is herrwi h transmit- ted. and marked Na 1, Messrs Wnlco t,
 ! Golden LivihgsVn, Lewis, Williams, Gar- nett, and Ifcvmp. were requested to attend
 (il»e experiments, and to report their opini- ons thereon, either jointly or severalty._ These gentlemen accordingly a tended, and their opinions will be found in the panels A. B. C & D. P P
 A. Letter and report signed lay Mes^r*. WnlcoA, Kemp, Golden, Garnett and Wil- liams,
 B. Letter from Mr. CoMen. G. Letter iroin Mr. Livingston. 1). Letter from Mr. Lewis. Commodore Rogers and Captain Chaun.
 cey were also requested to attend the ex- periments, and to conduct the defence a. gainst he Torpedo. The commodore’* oh nervations, in which it is believed c.iptain Chauncey concurs, will be found in paper K. which contains extracts of his journal kept on that iccasion.
 F. Is a letter from Mr. Fulton. 'These papers contain all the materialin
 formation, with respect to Mr. Falton’S Torpedo system, at this time in the posses- sion of the Navy Department. They shew lint Mr. Fulton has not, in the opinio.r of a
 majority of the committee, proved that the government ought to rely upon his system as a means of national defence. Mr. Fulton states, however, that he has made impor- tant improvements since the experiments w re madef and as he appeals veiy confi- din'of success, it is contemplated lo au- thorise further experiments in order to ascertain theeffictof such improvements.
 Ol the five thousand dollars vtred, aliout one thousand five hundred dollars have bn n expended. leaving ;.n unexpended balance at lilts time or about tbrt;e ItmusHOd $ve hun- dred qdliar*.
 All which is respectfully submitted, PAUL HAMILTON.
 The honorable Joseph O. Vamum,
 ip raker of the House of Representatives.
 No. 1. Jo Oliver 7Volcott, Esquire.
 NAVr I)EPARTJIENTi SIR.
 Congress having, during their last srs- Bion, provided for an experiment of Mr. Fulton's Torpedo sys'nr., it has been pro- posed by that g'ntleman that some preli- minary experiments be made in the harbor of New York, ancf that yoursel’, Mr. Col- rien< Mr. Chancellor L'vingst >n, Mr. Lewis, Colonel Williams, Mr. Garnett and Doctor Ivcmp, should be invited to attend sur.h pre- liminary experiments, and report your opj. nions either jointly or severally upon the merits of his s\ s»em generally, so far as a satisfactory o|>iiiion may be formed from an observation of such experiments.
 It will not, I hope, sir, be either inconve- nient or disagreeable to you to attend Mr. Fulton’s experiments, and 10 report your opinion upon his system ; and I shall consi- der myself obliged by your rendering this service.
 Favor me, if you please, by an answer to this letter.
 I have the honor to be, with great respect, sir, your obedient servant, (Signed)
 PAUL HAMILTON. Same to
 Cadwallader C. Golden. Esq. Robert R. Livingston Esq. Morgan Lewis, Esq. Colonel Jonathan Williams. John Garnett, Esq Doctor John Kemp.
 (A.) Eew-York, Jan. 22, 1811.
 SIR. vve nave now the honor to submit to
 your consideration a statement of tac*s and observations, in relation to certain experi ments exhibited by Mr. Fulton, as requested in your letter of May 4th. 1810.
 It seems to be generally admitted,that a ship may be destroyed by sub.marine explo sions ; but whether Mr. Fulton’s system can be rendered practically useful,' must as we conceive depend on future discoveries and improvements. Tine only opinion which we venture at this time to express with any degree of confidence is, that this system is, at present, too imperfectly de mons.rated to justify the government in re- lying upon it as a means of public defence. In expressing this npini n we, how. ver, disclaim the intention of attempi ing to dis- courage >uch mvestig it ions and experiments as the wisdom ot government, aided by other
 I fights and information than we have pus. aessed, shall consider fit and useful. We cannot conclude this report without
 suggesting a reflection, which has been strongly impressed on our minds duengthis investigation, and wnich wc hope Will not be thought unworthy the attention of go- vernment : namely, th neces'-ity of on in- stitution in the United htatcs to which sub- jects of this nature nigh1 be referred. A Legislative body 'rom the numerous more important objects which demand its atten- tion, must be incapable of that patient and systematical inves 'goion which is essential in all improyernen s of science The many useful and ingenious discoveries made by A- mericans prove their inventive faculties and powers of combination ; but that they may be usefully directed, a national institution appears to be requisite Such an instituti- on, patronized by government would at all times be ready to examine th mer t-of any plan for improvement in civil or military science, and perhaps its approbation ought to precede the grant of any exclusive pri* vilege. r
 Almost every state in Europe has such an establishment. In England there is a board of longitude, an institution for fheim provement of naval architecture, an obser- vatory, and a board of ordnance, to which a military academy is attached. In Fr nee an academy of sciences was established before the Revolution, and since that period ihe national institute, which includes every departm* nt of science. jt is not necessary to enumerate other similar institutions in different nations of Europe; and it cannot be doubted, that astonishing improvetnen's in eveiy department of art and science have resulted from their labors, and thereby en- tailed a debt of endless gratitude upon man- Ik mu.
 We. theref^rev canrtot but express our regret th -t America alone, while possessed of ample means, should be deprived of the advantage and glorv which would result fr^m uniting their efforts to those of other civilized nations. The present we deem an auspicious period for commencing the establishment, which we t ike the libn-'y to recommend to your patronage ; as in add'- lion to the resources of tal.-ut and learning already possessed, men of profound science in every department might probably be found, who, discontented with political vicissitudes, would be de-sil ou* to find , e
 fugein Our country, hitherto h tppily ex- empted from the agitations of Europe.
 Wc have the honor to be, with the highest respect, Sir. your obedient ser vuntst
 Oliver Wolcott, John Krrufi Cailw'tlludrr I) Colder*, John Garnett, Jonathan William*.
 The honorable Paul Hum,lion.
 Secretary of the Navy*
 STATEMENT Of Jade and ob’irrvu ir>nein relation to ex,
 fitrimentn exhibited bo Mr. Jiohert Pub ton. erydanatory of hie eyetom of TO Ji
 IV.4K, in and near the citi/ of Wen- York% from September 21#/ to Nov 1 st. 1810. On the 21st of September, a majority of
 the pc-Vsons named in the letter of ht?b- ere.ary of the Navj, dated May 4, ink; '•uftvtncd ;>i* c1;v»’ t"‘# the/ were
 1 1 —... i- st "nri --raaaa»
 attended by commodoie Rodgers and cap- tain Chauncey, of the navy, „nd Mr. Robert Fulton, i he object of this meeting was tc* agree on a mode of exhibiting the experi- ments piopused by Mr Fulton, . xplanatory of his system of Torpedo War, in such manner us would enable the commissioners t>» report their opinion ..f the merisof said system, so far as satisfactory opinions could be formed from obseivations of said experi- men s.
 At this meeting, Mr. Fnlmn exhibited a Torpedo lock, al*o a model of a Torpedo* which he proposed to launch under the bou tc>m ot a ship, by means of a spar, projec etl from tiie bow of a boat or vessel : for which purpose, he requested that the friga e Pre- sident might be removed from the North into the Lvist river. To this proposal of Mr. Fulton, commodore Rodgers replied* thata removal oi the frigate .President would be attended with inconvenience; but, that the proposed experiments might be made either on the Irigate in the Norh river, or on the brig Argus, then it anchor near the navy yard, in the East river. Jt wasthei# agreed that the experiments should be made on the brig Argus, with blank T«.l*,>ed«tes ? and that such defence should be made a* gainst them as a vessel ot war could exert* without having recourse to her guns, or the employment ot active force.
 Owing to unfavorable weather aad other* causes, the commissioners could not convene at the navy yard before the 26th ot Sep- tember; at which time they viewed the brig Argus, prepared for defence against the application of Torpedoes, in the inode which had been previously suggested by Mr. Fulton. This deence consisted of a net. suspended from the bow of the brig, and reaching to ihe bottom J aiso, of spars lash1* ed together and suspended from the oow- spritand yards, in >uch oianmr as would prevent boats ft om coming into contact witht tiie brig. 'I he studding sail booms were moreover armed with kentlidge and heavy- shot, and provided with grapnels, for the purpose of sinking or taking possession ot a-
 uoai ur orpeao winch might come within reach. L was stated by the offic. rs of the Navy, that, these means of defence were such as are usually possessed by ships of war, and that after he preparation* were made, all the defences could be dis- posed in proper order, or replaced in a ship, in the term of fifteen minutes. After tie ,r- mg the observations of commodore Rorigersa captain (Jhauncey and i,|Mu ena t Law- rence, commander of the \igus Mr Fui ton candidly admitted thaton he supposiu- on that the net, before the br g reached the bottom, he was then unprepared for an attack, by any means which he had at that tin e provided
 The commissioners viewed at the Nav^ /.ird specimens of diff, tent Torpedoes .»A in particular anchor torfitdoe* with ih© means proposed of stcuiing them under water, in a position c ,p..ble f annoying ships while pa • ng over them. They aisS inspected a machine invented f,.r the nnr- pose of cu ting he cables 01 ships while rv-
 ihfh' ,anc‘i0o tMe e,K ct ot which machine: will be hereaftt ruesenbed. At this meeting experiments were mad© of firing a harpo. n, to which a small r
 uauoeen attached: the attempts to pl./c^ the harpoon in the target did ndi succee, a9 a greater distance than fif oen ice anti at tha' dismnee the harpoon struck firmly, out
 On toe 28th of September, the com mist s.oners me; at the Navy Y.,rd; when, t© demons, rate the effect which the guns of a, slup Of war would have upon a boat of the size and description of ihar which Mr. Ful- ton had prepared t„r exhibiting his expe- riments, captain Chauncey caused an old ■josh to be moored at about ninety yard« distance, ir. which three boards were placed upnghtj repres, nting the size ot men. At tins object a twenty .four pounder, loade® with /cannister and grape shot, was dis- chargrd : the effect was, that seventv-ihree snot paved through the boa: ; eigh.cen snot penetrated through the first board, nin© 'hrough the second, and five through the
 At .his meeting, an attempt was madett* cut a cable under water, which failed ?Z,g,VaS,-i8SUF^,e', h>' Mr F*o,he imperfection of the machinery. It was them 'let.rminc u to postpone lur her experiment® ,iU tlie 2ath ol October. On the 1st of No- V5")^he Commlssiouers again convened at the Naxy.x.rtl, when Mr. Fulton sue. Cecded ihcutt ng a fourteen inch cable a- b ut six ttei under wa:er, without in- juring m* machinery. 1 he operation w.,9 pei-or tied fiom an open b at, which re- mained about five minmts within pistol shot of the vessel at anchor.
 The commission, rs tx,mined an anchor torpedo in the Last rivel*. which had seve. rai days remained under water : it wo* viewed when the ebb tide had just commen- ced, and when the current was leebe: <ho torpedo at that time appeared to pieserve \xar u-^ Vtr,|C 'l position, as intended by Mr 1*niton ; but no experiment was mad®
 |° l*,e •fret of the machinery upon the bot- tom ol a vessel.
 At this and other forcings of (he Com- missioners, various m. dels were exnibrert by :vir Fulton of machines, by means of whi, h it w is .»pp.s, ,1 by him the defens, v* measures of he officers of he n«-y mishc be counteracted ao,| defeated ; ir) Oppori i n to wh,ch they suggested counter projects — Hie duty of the commissioners being, h *e- ver. confined u, ,m observation of exptri-
 $«*?'** '"f"pessary to report on this branch of the subjeiL F 6
 Oliver \l olcott, John K mfo CadvmUaUer D. Coldett, John (#’urnctt, JonaUmn II 'tlUarjto,
 Aew-Font, Jan. 22, Mil.
 (B.) $OPY.
 SIK New York, Jan.26 j
 I had the honor to receive a let er from you in May l«*t. desiring my services ns on* Of a commute to a'tend a course of eXocM- Cuts to be m:wie by Mr. J uhon on his tor- |>fdu «y®em, mxl teviespnf that 1
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