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Effective Writing for Narrative, Expository,
 and Persuasive Essays

Page 2
						

Types of Required Writings for 10th grade
 • Narrative---tells a story
 • Expository---tells how to do something or how to define something
 • Persuasive---tries to convince others (This one will be discussed in English
 Communication)
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What is a Narrative Essay?
 • Tells a story
 • Has a clear beginning, middle, and end
 • Sequence of events is very important and story can follow plot chart pretty well.
 • Needs to have words that move reader through time
 • Can you think of any???– Before, after, during, next, etc…
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Topic #1Narrative Autobiography
 • Write a story about an event or experience from your own life.
 • You, the writer, are the main character• Events need to be important to the story,
 not just random for filling space• Contains a conflict• Has an interior monologue---that is you
 reveal what you are thinking and feeling• Contains a lesson you learned or insight
 you gained from the experience.
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What is an Expository Essay?
 • Tells how to do something or how to define something
 • Needs supporting details---more than just a list of examples
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Topic #2Expository
 • Choose ONE character from any of the stories we read and complete a character sketch on that person (this is not a drawing, but rather an essay)
 • How do I do this?– Identify significant or important character traits
 of your character– Develop each of these traits using specific
 examples from the story
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Topic #3Expository
 • Define Friendship
 • Using your own ideas and feelings AND those expressed in “Two Friends” write an extended definition of friendship.
 • This should be detailed with specific examples
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Parts of a Paper• Introduction
 – Hook– Background– Thesis
 • Body – Topic Sentence– High level of Support/Examples
 • Conclusion– Effective Ending– Closure on issues without being repetitive from Intro.– Tie up paper and relate back to hook/thesis
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Hook• Attention Grabber• Can be Quote, Definition, Interesting
 Fact/Stat, Riddle/Pun, etc…• Must be somehow related to your topic, not
 random selection• This is NOT your Position!!!! Your position of
 a paper is most likely your thesis statement.
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You Try: Write a Hook for the following topics
 • Family
 • School uniforms
 • Prince Prospero from “Masque of the Red Death”

Page 11
						

Background Information• This part of your Introduction should be fairly general.
 Should let reader know what stories you will be referencing, author’s name, etc.)
 • Should state the main points of your paper in a general way. (not specific examples yet)
 • Avoid just listing the main topics you will discuss.
 • Rather, try to use transition words to connect those main points.

Page 12
						

Thesis Statement• Could be last sentence of your Intro.
 • Statement of your position or main idea you hope to get across in your paper
 • Should be clear and concise---use effective language (avoid being repetitive)
 • NEVER< NEVER< NEVER use “I am going to tell you about…” or “In this paper I will discuss…”
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You decide: Are these good thesis statements for the topics?
 • School Uniforms: I am going to tell you why I think school uniforms are stupid and are therefore dumb, so they should not be allowed in any school.
 • Prince Prospero: Even though many consider Prince Prospero to be an eccentric duke, when it comes to death, he acts like anyone else.
 • Family: What does family mean to you?
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• Thesis Statements 1 & 3 are NOT STRONG statements.
 • 1 is repetitive, uses poor language, says “I am going to tell you” and not concise
 • 3 is a question, so it is not a statement
 • Thesis Statement 2 would be a STRONG thesis statement because it is clear, states the main idea, and uses effective language without giving all the specific information away.
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How can we fix Statements 1 & 3?
 • School Uniforms: I am going to tell you why I think school uniforms are stupid and are therefore dumb, so they should not be allowed in any school.
 • Family: What does family mean to you?
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Body Paragraphs• First Sentence of EACH body paragraph should
 be a TOPIC SENTENCE– This again should be clear and should inform
 the reader about the issue to be discussed in that paragraph.
 • The rest of the paragraph should contain SUPPORT– These are examples and the explanation of
 how the example relates to your point
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• AVOID listing several examples with NO explanation
 • Vary your Sentence Structure---try to start sentences and paragraphs in different ways.
 • It is far better to pick a couple of examples and explain them in detail, rather than list lots of examples---discuss how examples relate to each other and to the topic sentence
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Most Important
 • USE Transition Words
 • These are words that connect examples with the explanation AND connect one paragraph to the next
 • Using these will help you write more complex and varied sentences.
 • See Handout for Examples
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Transition Words
 • AVOID---First, second, third, etc…• Some examples for persuasive are:
 – During, eventually, mainly, strongest, greater, better, least, greatest, best, most, worse, similarly, either…or, neither…not, not only…but also, likewise, also, nevertheless, although, but, instead, yet, however, opposed to, unlike, since, because, as a result, so, due to, thus, therefore, if…then, consequently
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Conclusion• Conclusion should build in an orderly
 way---This is your last HURRAH!!!!• It should not be repetitive of the Intro,
 but should be related to the Intro.• Should be developed (min. 5
 sentences).• Can restate your points, but again, try
 not to be redundant or repetitive
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Effective Ending Statements
 • “final thoughts”• Project into the future• Lesson learned• Call to action• Offer a broader perspective (one that
 could apply to all people)• Give thoughts to think about• As and Answer a rhetorical question
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Tips for Timed Writing
 • Don’t Panic• Read all the topics FIRST• Pick the topic you are most familiar with,
 NOT the one you have the strongest reaction to.
 • PLAN your ideas---take a few minutes to map out your arguments–Webs, flow charts, venn diagrams, bubble
 charts, outline, etc…
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Tips (cont.)
 • When you begin writing, don’t forget to have a solid INTRODUCTION with all the parts (hook, background, thesis)
 • If you finish early, PROOFREAD what you wrote.– Sometimes we omit a word accidentally
 because our minds think faster than we can write.
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