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Deep Community ExperienceAn invitation to live from a whole heart
 in authentic community
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Imagine . . .Imagine… effectiveness in ministry that flows out of a love relationship with God
 Imagine… safe environments in which relationships are being transformed by the grace of God
 Imagine… marriages, families, teams, churches and communities being safe places for authenticity and growth
 Imagine… those things you think may eliminate you from ministry becoming the avenues to your most effective ministry
 Imagine… life and work characterized by rest, lightness, and the presence of the Lord
 Imagine… communities where masks, performance, comparison, and hiding decrease because freedom, joy, risk-taking, hope, and trust abound
 Deep Community is a four-phased experience that takes leaders and their communities toward the core of who God has designed them to be, resulting in grace-filled kingdom impact.
 These consecutive phases focus on *Identity in Christ *Awakening the Heart *Redemption of our Stories *Kingdom Engagement
 Each phase begins with a multi-day intensive followed by a guided community process.
 Experience . . .
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Identity in ChristThe most important and foundational community is the one between an individual and God. Living out of who God says we are is our only hope of real change and deep community. Our security, our ability to love others, and our actions all flow from our understanding of who we are in Christ.
 “Define yourself radically as one beloved by God. This is the true self. Every other identity is illusion.”
 -Brennan Manning, Abba’s Child
 In this first phase, we interact with the unchanging truths of who God says we are as individuals and as a community. In the intensive we utilize story-based teaching, collaborative experience, group discussion, and personal reflection.
 Participant Testimony:“I first heard about ‘living in the room of grace’ from you. This thought alone has been one of the pivotal concepts in my last five years of following Jesus. Having grown up in a rather severe and fundamental environment, it took decades to soak in the sweet truth that God loves me as I am with all of the junk that I bring with me. I credit you with placing that wedge in my theology and allowing me to grow in this area.” -Former Executive Director of the U.S. Office at Daystar University, Kenya
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Awakening the HeartAwakened hearts are key to engaging God-designed energy in Kingdom expansion. Satan’s strategy, therefore, is to keep the hearts of believers numb or asleep.
 Tim Keller, in his article “Preaching that Cuts to the Heart” says, “Remember that according to the Bible, the heart is not primarily the
 emotions but rather the seat of our fundamental commitments and trusts, and therefore it is the control center of the whole life. So to preach to the heart means to go right for the commanding commitments of people’s lives
 that drive their desires, thinking, feeling and action.”
 In this phase we focus on the thinking, feeling, desires and choices of the heart through teaching, coaching, personal and community engagement; within the context of reflection on the Word of God.
 Participant Testimony:“I have learned that it is vital that I pay attention to my heart - my thoughts, emotions, and desires. My heart has been uniquely designed by God to reflect him to others in a way that only I can. In finding my heart I find the parts of me that most uniquely reveal God to others.”Former missionary to the Middle East
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Redemption of our StoriesGod has been at work all along, shaping each of our lives for a unique and ultimate contribution in His kingdom. God is the author of our stories, and it is his intention that each story become part of His Redemptive Story.
 “Your story has power in your own life, and it has power and meaning to bring to others.”
 -Dan Allender
 Working from the foundation of our identity in Christ and our awakened hearts, we will discover the depths and significance of our stories and the glory God has designed each of us to reveal. We utilize a variety of tools, individual work and small group interaction.
 Participant Testimony:“I was greatly encouraged by this time. It was really comforting to hear yours and other’s stories. It was a great encouragement to be reminded to lead from our stories. The time allowed me to process more areas of my life and childhood and see how it affects my daily relationships. I was able to make many different connections during this time for me, my wife, and teammates.”-Europe church planting team leader
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Kingdom EngagementWe are convinced that vision and organizational clarity come as we find individual clarity. The gifts of a secure identity in Christ, an awakened heart and a redeemed story are not given for our benefit alone. These, in a context of a community of grace, enable us to reveal God’s glory and to advance His kingdom.
 “God’s goal for each of us is never simply healing or safety or rest or even receiving love, as astounding as those gifts may be. His goal is that we’d
 be released into the sense of purpose we haven’t been able to shake all of our lives.”
 -The Cure Thrall, McNicol, Lynch
 Effectiveness in Kingdom work is accomplished as authentic, whole-hearted workers engage the world around them. In this phase we explore and define how to engage our context with all that God has designed us to be.
 Participant Testimony:“The ripples that you by the grace of God have triggered continue to radiate deeper and deeper into our lives as individuals and as a team, bringing awareness, healing and greater influence for God’s glory. For both of us, you have opened our eyes to the power of our stories and the kingdom potential found in authentic community. We are benefiting, our family is benefiting, our relationships at church, school and in the larger community are benefiting as we operate from this new perspective.” -East Europe Mission Team Leader
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[email protected]
 The Deep Community Experience is facilitated by a growing group of individuals who have found each other on their journeys toward fuller wholeness and connection with God and others. We are church-planters, mission leaders, parents, pastors, professionals...and we have been called to strengthen, encourage and comfort the Body of Christ as fellow journeymen.
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