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Creating a College-Going Culture
 Presented by: Jonathan Parker
 Instructional Specialist
 Career Education and Workforce Partnerships
 Dallas Independent School District
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In a school with a college culture; energy,
 time, and resources are devoted to the broad
 goal of college preparation.
 ~ Patricia M. McDonough
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Why Have a College-Going Culture?
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Why Have a College-Going Culture?
 • Research shows students who decide early to go to college
 have a greater chance of making it to college.
 • Research on college access tells us that having college plans
 by the tenth grade increases the likelihood of attending by
 21%, compared to plans formulated during the senior year.
 • Early plans allow students to prepare –
 academically, financially, and mentally.
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How do we create a
 College Going Culture?
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3 Phase Process
 • Phase I – Development
 • Phase II – Implementation
 • Phase III – Reflection and Improvement
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Phase I - Development
 • Self Assessments
 • SMART Goal Development
 • Action Plan
 • Itemized Steps
 • Resources• www.thecollegetrack.com• www.collegenext.org• www.pathwaystocollege.net• www.ed.gov
 http://www.thecollegetrack.com/
 http://www.collegenext.org/
 http://www.pathwaystocollege.net/
 http://www.ed.gov/
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PRINCIPLES OF A COLLEGE CULTURE
 • College Talk
 • Clear Expectations
 • Information & Resources
 • Comprehensive Counseling Model
 • Testing & Curriculum
 • Faculty Involvement
 • Family Involvement
 • College Partnerships
 • Articulation
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PRINCIPLES OF A COLLEGE CULTURE
 College Talk: clear, ongoing college
 conversation, not “if”, but “when” you go to
 college.
 Clear Expectations: making clear, defined
 goals that are part of the school culture.
 Information & Resources: providing
 current information & resources, easily
 accessible.
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PRINCIPLES OF A COLLEGE CULTURECounseling Model: all student interactions
 are seen as opportunities to promote higher
 education.
 Testing: education about different tests,
 preparation and making tests easily
 accessible.
 Teachers: the entire school faculty & staff
 needs to buy into the concept of a college
 going culture.

Page 11
						

PRINCIPLES OF A COLLEGE CULTURE
 Family: involving the family is critical to
 the success of students reaching higher
 education, especially if they want to go
 away to a four year university.
 Partnerships: join with higher institutions
 for programs and visits.
 Articulation: ensure coordination between
 the school and programs for students in
 cohorts or groups.
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Turn and Talk
 Share with your neighbor what principles are being
 implemented at your campus.
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Phase II - Implementation
 • Appearance of school grounds• Hanging College Pennants around the campus
 • Hanging Posters and Brochure from Community, Two-Year and Four-Year
 campuses
 • Appearance and Attitude of the Staff• Staff members to wear apparel from their Alma Matter on a campus selected day
 • Post pictures of each staff member in the main hallway of the campus
 including where they obtained their degrees
 • Post a college information sheet outside each teachers door with
 the teachers alma mater and a brief statement about what
 they liked about college.
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Phase II - Implementation• Counseling Office
 • Invite local college graduate to speak
 • During Career Day include a college component such as a College Fair
 • Discuss a college-focused issue in every set of announcements written or verbal
 • Schedule college campus visits
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Turn and Talk
 Share with your neighbor what other ideas have
 been implemented on your campus.
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Phase III – Reflection and Improvement
 • Revaluate the components of your culture
 • Development plans for improvement
 • Professional Development Updates
 • Enhance components that will be kept.
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Final Thoughts
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Final Thoughts
 • You can not build a college-going culture in isolation
 • You can measure your progress in the implementation
 of the campus college-going culture
 • Culture-Building is an everyday task.
 • It is important to incorporate spaces that encourage a
 college-going culture.
 • If you believe it, others can see it.
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References
 • College Ed – Creating a College-Going Culture Guide
 • http://www.collegeboard.com/prod_downloads/collegeed/collegeEd-
 create-college-going-culture.pdf
 • Education Quest Foundation - Lessons in Building a College-Going Culture
 • https://www.educationquest.org/blog/5-lessons-building-college-going-
 culture/
 • The 9 Principles of a Collee Going Culture – Guided Path
 • http://guidedpath.net/the-9-principles-of-college-going-culture-supported-
 by-guidedpath/
 http://www.collegeboard.com/prod_downloads/collegeed/collegeEd-create-college-going-culture.pdf
 https://www.educationquest.org/blog/5-lessons-building-college-going-culture/
 http://guidedpath.net/the-9-principles-of-college-going-culture-supported-by-guidedpath/
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Questions
 Jonathan D. ParkerInstructional Specialist - STEM/Manufacturing/Information Technology
 Career Education and Workforce Partnerships | 2909 N. Buckner Blvd.
 #301|Dallas, TX 75228
 [email protected] | PH: 972.925.8093 | Mobile PH: 469.416.2585
 mailto:[email protected]
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