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S e c r e S o f h e f o r e A quest to witness the elusive
spirit bear amid the streams and conifers uncovers the natural
history, native lore and beauty of Princess

story and photos byJad Davenport
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a yeow september mt hut the ceture-od stkpruce foret d mufe the
slosh of omethg bg movgdow the creek. nerby rve crok throtykraaack.
iGtgt mythoogy, Rve both Cretor Trckter.

Mrve Robo, Gtgt ber gue h te 30, wpe brow Cuck beb ht off h crew
cut d crouchebee the copper-coore creek o Brth Coumb PrceRoy i. The
phg met to the poo-b snick of rvertoe jotg beeth hevy pw. Mrve e to
me; ic me the mt te o h breth. lte, he y quety.

Thee m hve extr pec ee, they c eefer. so eve f t wk rght by u,
ot move.

i o fumbe wth my nko cmer, ot wtg tom oe of the rret m the word,
ow-whteber tht rrer eve th the gt p of Ch.

Zooogt c

t the Kermode ber; to them t evou-tory egm. But to the Gtgt, Tmh
peope whohve huted d hed th gree byrth ce the t cege, Mokgmo, whch
me whte ber, cre revereymbo. arou wter re cer oghoue fr bck yoe c
remember, the Gtgt hve pe ow egetht coect the prt ber to ther ow tt
pt.

How o you kow t hm? so fr the oy ber weve eewere mother bck ber
her two roy-poy cub hrgcoho mo truggg uptrem for the utum pw.

Rve to me, Mrve whper bck.He beog to the Rve C, im mpree he
c

terpret Rve cry. The i remember the dy we met tthe Kg Pcc lodge,
otg ve-tr reort mooredoff Prce Roy id. Mrve tood expreoe o

F-sa amns, Ns-s fapan dks, abndan df, ks n mad maz f da and Ska
sp.

Princessroyal

island

canada

a l a s k a

P acific O cean

PlAN your triP, p. 103
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the dock bede h umum cb cruer. it woud be 10-mute rde over to
Cmero Cove, he d, d fromthere we wou mke our wy up etury where he h
ee prt ber t yer. But he oe t the ct pw rkgthe by pue ow h fe cp gt
the ght r.

Th ot goo y to prt ber, he muttere.i cout hep tkg the bt, of
coure. Why?

Becue the r whe off the whte pt. Hechucke to hmef the whoe re to
Cmero Cove.

Rve t the oy trckter the foret th morg,t tur out. a ber mbe to
vew, but t other hugry

bck ber. Ursus americanus trkg creture, but o themot commo ber
north amerc, fou mot everytte from Ford to ak. a t bk t u wth
hzeeye hufe by o coe i cou troke t rch bue-bckfur, i reze my quet
to ee the prt ber jut begg.

py the zo o mokey houe, wth trgc coequece.But tht utum Hordy w
hopg to dcover ew

mmm pece, d he truck god whe ppg throughocy coecte pet t fur
eerhp. The hr whte,dow to the root, he wrote of pecme. it k ketht
of og-furre prtcury home por ber.

Yet por ber wou hve h to trek 2,300 me fromthe Berg se. Fdg oe
here woud be k to bump-g to cme t the north Poe. O Jury 10,
1905,fter ve yer of exmg oy k d ku, d ru-g out bm d frek of ture,
Hordy proudy

ouce htherto ukow pece of whte ber. Hemed the pece Ursus
kermodei, the Kermode ber, hoor of provc mueum curtor.

i thk bout Hory ew pece ery oe morgwhe the queky bow of humpbck
whe wke me. Oy

hdfu of peope hve ever ee ve prt ber. Therere oe cptvty, o oe
kow the exct poputo,though t perhp few 100. They hberte hf theyer
pe the ret oe remote vey, cwg ogfor grub ggg up ege. The bet tme to
pot them urg the mo pw, whe they come ow to feto the bquet. Eve o,
y uch ghtg re extremeyrre, but t perfect morg to ptro the hore of
BrrHrbour by kyk. O very rre occo, im to, the berhve bee ee forgg
the t poo.

d, hg gue, hep me uch kyk wrme bout the gg of mchevou e o pyg
wth the

whe. They rey ke the yeow kyk, he y.i uzp perfect cree cro the
ob by, i

rft to the gere how of ome brght gree cer,my thought tur bck to
Hory h whte ber. Howcou t hve reme ukow to cett for o og?

The wer e jut off my bow, w of wethere gr-te bouer rpe mutr ewee
crowe wth rftwoo brrce. Brech tht, the re werebeg, uph me of rm-hg
ev cub thor

ue foret. You cou he tyrourue there.sphe ort uey expoe mot beeth
me.im urrouded by bg, hy hed wth pum-ze eye. asteer e o bu og ou
Hrey dvo wegh four tme much. i kow wht theyre ebtg:Fp the guy? Or
jut mke hm pe rey, rey ft?

Splashes and snorts explode almost beneath me.Im surrounded by
big, shiny heads with plum-size eyes.

A Steller sea lion bull is as long and loud as a Harley.

My jourey to the Kg Pcc lodge two dy ererw buoyed wth hope by
pectcur ght orth fromVcouver i, rt by chrtere jet the epe.i roe
hotgu wth the pot, ue by the hum of the prope-er the wrm my u. The
north Pcc tretcheto the wet; the 11,000-foot Cot Mout to the
etoozed gcer, bor whe wooy mmmoth romed thecotet. ad g the wdcree,
the r row mze ofrgge howe vey eeme to go o forever.

The pot ome rou the thuerhe breycrete pe rge t qute wth t wter
ow. Bythe tme we phe ow t Prce Roy i, i fet ih pe over the ege of
the wor.

seve moth yer, th Mu-ze d competeyuhbted. But every prg the
17-room Kg Pcfclodge towed 100 me outh from Prce Rupert. FromMy to
October ome guet duge y-hg d he-hkg. Other jut cur up o overtuffed
ether of the gret room d p wrm Mort ke. But everyoe,cudg me, reve
rw Pcfc northwet wdere.

ito th were o butery november fteroo

1900 trode Wm T. Hordy, tout m wth poutyeye ft wru ber. Reve re
eghtee fou-g fther of wfe coervto, the rector of the BroxZoo o h
rker, crv e tht wou mfet tefx yer ter hmefu zoo exhbt but forgotte
toy.i 1906 he put Cogoee pygmy med Ot Beg o
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The mother humpbck whe d her cf re ke pr of Trdet ubmre whoosh
of hy vpor. Thee o how wth peure porpoe off to tut them.i brethe g
d et the bood dr bck to my kucke.

Bck t the oge poe of ppote Tex returwth Mrve from ber-wtchg
excuro. no prtber, oy coupe of bck ber, they grumbe over crbeg
chmpge. W they go o ut g? no, theyre oyup for four y. Mot w pe the
ret of ther tme h-g for hbut or ookg for grzze o the m.

But the ext y i jo Mrve ever ew guet o bot trp 17 me orth to the
ber b t Grbbe i.

a the oom to vew uer te ky, however, i re-ze rge wth of t foret
cover re chppe wy.

The cr re eve more vbe we hke up the over-grow oggg rod. The
wreckge of the umber bue, dutry tht oce wrote oe out of every 10
Cdpycheck, boud. Rutg poo of cbe wgged wthfer peek out bee the
two-trck, ome of the eco-growth er re o th i c hke them wth my
h.

stem re from our boe we mke our wy og rverbk. Eve though t utum
d were t ery 53degree orth ttude, our wet codee ey the

mot r. The gete r tcke through the foret, d iwpe drop from my
fce, though th brey mt com-pre to the 16 feet of moture the foret
receve every yer.

The wrm, hum r h bee both beg cureto th . Uke ther efy ecuou
cou, cofer cgrow yer-roud og they receve pety of moture

d the temperture doet f beowthe vet of the crcur w, th
rfoproductve tropc rforet trke 2,000-me rc from s Frcco Bner Cmero
Cove i covere rottpruce tump bg eough for me to ptch by cmte, t cou
hve grow ter th

a btte betwee evromett tree cumted the creto of the 2Gret Ber
Rforet. it ot tocotue two-thr of the rforet

We rrve t the tte vewg ptforver jut the ke ope up. depte thi,
few prt ber rem here. Theeve the puget oor of ecyg pre out uer the
heter trp

Hour tck by to the gete ptter of rthe the pe mrte cmper crothe
Germ ore o bech whe Gover suoku book. Mrve jut tre for the ext x
hour, ut we y p ppotmet, i m eft oe w

i thk bout Ot, the 22-yer-od

mde g for the zoo mokey houExhbted ech fteroo durg sept upror
bout Ot, but ot before te

vtor purche tcket gwke themeve behd thoe br. Ot w but he wy ped
for the Cogo. T

la s a Kng Paf ldg bng fs-ass s, Dngnss ab saad and s-dng g
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t d Ga Ba ranfs nmpasss 25,000 sqa ms f gaa f ds, gn dgs and gan
paks.

fteroo, he wet to the wood, pgt h hert reture home the

Hory reme upoogetc bow order the word tht ddt eomethg uperc
coor. He w he w o wrog bout the Kermoew pece fter . i 1928
txoommerey rre coor phe of the bck be

But bg queto , wht mke theThe ofc expto ge

met the meocort 1 receptor ge

e to mo c ubttuto fromt coo 298. i other wor, t recethe oe tht
mght hve gve you red hro your togue. Boogt etmte thtof the bck ber
o Prce Roy iber. There mut be evoutory urvve oy here. But cett ot
k

The Gtgt, however, kow exctywhte. i the trct etquette of or tPcc
northwet trbe, oy the perprt ber tory c te t. a tht p Hee Cfto, wfe
of the te here

i rrve by bot t Hrtey By, opeope d 20 bot. Here the m c the eret
tow more th three There re o ro to tow, jut wethwk tht bouce d gro
i wkwhte exteror of the Emmue Ute

im ucky to the brght-eye 82-yeWe uuy move up the che to the oto
three week of mokg d dryg che wecome me. But th yer there

The w de her cedr-pk bore wth frme photogrph of hemk hg from the
expoed bem.vg-room wow t the wter of th

The govermet jut protecte th ow they wt to ope th route too, he
y he hke her hed t tc they o tht? Jut thk f oe k.

Mrve hd poke wth Hee dterete the tory of the prt ber. awthout y
promptg, he coe her brore of her youth rft mog the uberemember ch
coectg ewee

how the tde woud go out forever, howpeope hred the mo t the f
cmlog go the Gtgt te ted bc

ber trpped dow from t fur, hook o hum, t gve you fuy feehuted
the prt ber. They re our br
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Follow jAD'S route

wAtch hiS viDeo

BooK your triP

it towrd the ed of our vt tht the eged ofMokgmo weve t wy to her
tore, o gety tht ihve to pece t together from frgmet.

log go the wor w rk co. Rve the Cretorcme from heve ree the mout
gree for-et e the rver wth mo. Rve brought the refor the u the moo
the tr. The, to rem thepeope of the froze wor tht cme before, Rve
touchethe bck ber ture every 10th oe whte.

it pec ber, he y dut mote dce theught. it remer to u tht the wor
chge.

The word t chgg roud the prt ber.Whte ber hve bee protected from
huter ce1925, but bck ber re ot protected. ad there owy to ee the
geetc mkeup of ber through tee-copc te. Coervtot o worry tht og-gg
puhe md bck ber out of ther terrtore,they my mgrte to Prce Roy d
Grbbe d,dutg the Kermode gee poo to the pot of obvo.

Before i eve, Hee wk me dow to the commu-ty oghoue where ceremoe
d dce re t hed.Behd crved Rve houe pot, there cedr creepte bo re
bck form e repreetg the fourTmh c: ker whe, ege, wof rve. a tthe
very ceter oe uque to the Gtgt the prt ber.

i ow kow the ecret of the prt ber, but i hvetgve up my quet to
ee oe. Mrve i retur ery oemorg to Cmero Cove cmber over moy og

trudge through muddy bog ut we rech the quet poofu of retg mo.
shft of cthedr ght perce thecopy. a hour rft by. Mrve p te. i mrk
the tmeby the progre of hy ug creepg up moy tump, coe my eye te to
the crek of tree.

We both t up t the ou of phg.The me mother bck ber her cub
emerge rou

the be owtrem. But i pot h of whte pw beeth fe og uptrem, the
hggy whte be r, h brohed weepg bck d forth ke metroome, pper.

The two ut ber fce off for momet. They ff oe

other the mpy p ech other pece.They mut be bg, Mrve whper.Th tme
i kow he t pug my eg. ay bck ber

o Prce Roy id c be the ter, brother, o,ughter, mother or fther
of whte ber. Bck whteme othg to ber. ay ber mght hve the recevegee;
y mght crry Rve touch. The truth, of coure, tht every ber o Prce
Roy i prt ber.

The prt ber puge to the deep poo d re wth ver mo t jw. spry prke
ke mo hehke h he. i m keeg beh mp og, o coe i cher the p of the mo
t gt h muzze meh wet-og fur. He ook t Mrve me wth ht of curoty
perhp tte prde. The he cmb up thebk d vhe wh of eve, eetg remer of
cet ow.

Ggaa maa hn cfn sas gnd f fss and sasns bnd na ngma f sp ba.
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