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            page 92 Voices from the Middle, Volume 23 Number 2, December 2015 A cross decades, favorite book characters have written for a variety of reasons—to under- stand, to be understood, to create, to record, to fulﬁll an assignment, to ﬁnd their stories, to confess, to atone, to make sense, and more. And readers have under- stood those characters better because they wrote—including such writing characters as Lonnie Motion, Leigh Botts, Ana Rosa, Harriet, and Anastasia Krupnik. It is not surprising, perhaps, that characters share a predilection (and occasional antipathy) for the pen with their creators. Authors who create characters who write report they, too, experience extremes on the writing attitude continuum. Even so, regardless of writing purpose and form, nearly all characters who write show read- ers that writers think bigger. Steve Harmon, the central character in Walter Dean Myers’s Mon- ster (1999), accused of murder, writes a screen- play as a way of distancing himself from a crime he may have been complicit in. Keoko (Sun-hee) in When My Name Was Keoko by Linda Sue Park (2002) leans on words to ﬁnd herself and to re- cord events during the World War II Japanese occupation of her country. Comfort Snowberger, whose loving and extended family owns the small town funeral home, submits “Life Notices,” rath- er than obituaries, to the local paper and collects recipes for funeral foods (Each Little Bird That Sings by Deborah Wiles, 2005). Eighth grader Tod reluctantly chooses writing in a journal as part of his detention punishment rather than the even more odious playground maintenance work (Scrawl by Mark Shulman, 2010). And the devil himself writes to explain a time he rued his role in The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak (2006). For this issue, we present new(er) characters who join the ranks of their writing predecessors. Here are characters who don’t implicitly author through their ﬁrst person narratives as, for exam- ple, Joylin in Planet Middle School (Grimes, 2011), or Hà in Inside Out & Back Again (Lai, 2011) do. Rather, here are characters who are aware of themselves as writers—and of the reasons they must write. Meggie Sovern’s central character in her de- but novel, The Meaning of Maggie (2014), writes to recount her eleventh year—a year everything changed. In the opening scene, a hospital room in which machines pump life into her dad, book- loving Maggie opens her birthday journal and begins to write her own story—“for prosper- ity, posterity, or propensity—all of which I will look up when I get home” (p. 3). For the ﬁrst time, perhaps, her writing is not for a grade or award. Instead, Maggie writes for the grounding it provides during her father’s debilitating illness. Maggie’s account is a believable reﬂection on a tumultuous year, one that reminds that not all the answers are in books: “I’d thought knowing where the sidewalk ended, and where the red fern grew and where the wild things were could help me ﬁgure out LIFE” (p. 24). This time, writing itself helps Maggie ﬁnd insight. In The Madman of Piney Woods by Christo- pher Paul Curtis (2014), Benji, an African Ameri- Nancy Roser, Detra Price-Dennis, and Erin Greeter BOOK TALK Writing Matters for Characters Who Write 
        

        
    






				            

        

    









                
                    book talk Writing Matters for Characters Who Write A · book talk | Writing Matters for Characters Who Write. page. 94. Voices from the Middle, Volume 23 Number 2, December 2015 Holczer,


                    
                                                Download PDF
                        
                        Report
                    

                    
                        	
								Upload

									hoangdan
								

							
	
                                View

                                    219
                                

                            
	
                                Download

                                    0
                                

                            


                    

                    
                    
                        
                        
                            
                                    
Facebook

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
Twitter

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
E-Mail

                        

                        
                        
                            
                                    
LinkedIn

                        

                        
                        
                            
                            
Pinterest

                        

                    


                    
                

                

                    
                    Embed Size (px)
                        344 x 292
429 x 357
514 x 422
599 x 487


                    

                    

                    
                                        Citation preview

                    Page 1
						
						

book talk | Writing Matters for Characters Who Writepage
 92
 Voices from the Middle, Volume 23 Number 2, December 2015
 Across decades, favorite book characters have written for a variety of reasons—to under-
 stand, to be understood, to create, to record, to fulfill an assignment, to find their stories, to confess, to atone, to make sense, and more. And readers have under-
 stood those characters better because they
 wrote—including such writing characters as
 Lonnie Motion, Leigh Botts, Ana Rosa,
 Harriet, and Anastasia Krupnik. It is not
 surprising, perhaps, that characters share a
 predilection (and occasional antipathy) for
 the pen with their creators. Authors who
 create characters who write report they, too,
 experience extremes on the writing attitude
 continuum.
 Even so, regardless of writing purpose and form, nearly all characters who write show read-ers that writers think bigger. Steve Harmon, the central character in Walter Dean Myers’s Mon-ster (1999), accused of murder, writes a screen-play as a way of distancing himself from a crime he may have been complicit in. Keoko (Sun-hee) in When My Name Was Keoko by Linda Sue Park (2002) leans on words to find herself and to re-cord events during the World War II Japanese occupation of her country. Comfort Snowberger, whose loving and extended family owns the small town funeral home, submits “Life Notices,” rath-er than obituaries, to the local paper and collects recipes for funeral foods (Each Little Bird That
 Sings by Deborah Wiles, 2005). Eighth grader Tod reluctantly chooses writing in a journal as part of his detention punishment rather than the even more odious playground maintenance work (Scrawl by Mark Shulman, 2010). And the devil himself writes to explain a time he rued his role in The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak (2006).
 For this issue, we present new(er) characters who join the ranks of their writing predecessors. Here are characters who don’t implicitly author through their first person narratives as, for exam-ple, Joylin in Planet Middle School (Grimes, 2011), or Hà in Inside Out & Back Again (Lai, 2011) do. Rather, here are characters who are aware of themselves as writers—and of the reasons they must write.
 Meggie Sovern’s central character in her de-but novel, The Meaning of Maggie (2014), writes to recount her eleventh year—a year everything changed. In the opening scene, a hospital room in which machines pump life into her dad, book-loving Maggie opens her birthday journal and begins to write her own story—“for prosper-ity, posterity, or propensity—all of which I will look up when I get home” (p. 3). For the first time, perhaps, her writing is not for a grade or award. Instead, Maggie writes for the grounding it provides during her father’s debilitating illness. Maggie’s account is a believable reflection on a tumultuous year, one that reminds that not all the answers are in books: “I’d thought knowing where the sidewalk ended, and where the red fern grew and where the wild things were could help me figure out LIFE” (p. 24). This time, writing itself helps Maggie find insight.
 In The Madman of Piney Woods by Christo-pher Paul Curtis (2014), Benji, an African Ameri-
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 can twelve-year-old, is a citizen of 1901 Buxton, Ontario—the same setting as Curtis’s Elijah of Buxton (2007). In this companion book set forty years later, an important subplot is that young Benji, who doesn’t have all the skills of his sib-lings, does have a penchant for newspaper writ-ing. When he obtains an apprenticeship under a new editor in a nearby town, he is sure his ca-reer path is set. But that editor has her own ideas about the qualities of writing that merit publica-tion and audience, and Benji’s writing falls short. Eventually, his qualities of compassion, loyalty, and honesty merge with the (hard-nosed) nurtur-ing his writing receives and results in his pub-lished (and worthy) tribute to “the madman” of Piney Woods.
 Kevin Jamison, “outlaw,” “poetry bandit,” “Poetry Boy” (Holt, 2014) writes in verse of his bullied and bullying life, adding his own found poetry, composed from the pages of classics he has surreptitiously ripped from library books. Kevin doesn’t match the stereotype of good writ-er/good student/good citizen, but in K. A. Holt’s Rhyme Schemer (2014), Kevin’s penchant for po-etry eventually finds outlet, audience, and effects change.
 Robin Herrera’s Hope is a Ferris Wheel (2014) introduces young Star, who along with her sin-gle mother and teen sister/surreptitious writer, is starting life over again in a small-town trailer park. Adjusting to a new place, a new school, her sister’s increasing moodiness, and the need for new friends, Star initiates an after-school club, recruiting members who share her appreciation of (first) trailer parks and (second) Emily Dickin-son. Along the way, she makes discoveries about her own separated family and ways to rewrite hope.
 Jacqueline Woodson’s memoir in verse, Brown Girl Dreaming (2014), is a stunning por-trait of a writer under construction, making sense of the world, and discovering the passions that will help to define her. Growing up in the 60s and 70s, Woodson reveals in quiet, insistent text the roles that family, differences, race, religion, schooling, and resistance play in nurturing a
 writing voice and identity: “You’re a writer, Ms Vivo says, holding my poem out to me. / And standing in front of the class / taking my poem from her / my voice shakes as I recite the first line: Black brothers, Black sisters, all of them were great . . .” (p. 312).
 Twelve-year-old Grace turns to writing as a source of comfort and coming to terms with the devastating loss of her mother in Tracy Holczer’s debut novel, The Secret Hum of a Daisy (2014). Uprooted from the only stable family life she has known to live with a grandmother she has never met, Grace writes both to remember and dis-cover herself on an emotional journey: “If only my words / Could build a path / To where you are” (p. 67). Holczer tells a compelling story that reminds readers both to believe hard and hold fast so that the good things, too, can happen. In Andrea Davis Pinkney’s The Red Pencil (2014), a verse novel, Amira, a twelve-year old Sudanese girl, dreams of leaving her family’s farm to attend Gad Primary School for girls. With only a sharpened twig and no formal learn-ing, Amira draws pictures in the sand to compose a world full of possibilities. After a government-sanctioned militia attack rips away her father, the devastated Amira and her surviving family must travel to a refugee camp. A red pencil provided by Sudan Relief helps restore her desire to learn, to speak, to write her future, and to heal.
 For many of us—and our students—writ-ing can sometimes feel aimless, endless, and ar-duous. Yet, the characters in these recent books for youth find insight, strength, satisfaction, and courage from their writing. They call to the writ-er in each of us.
 ReferencesCurtis, C. P. (2007). Elijah of Buxton. New York, NY:
 Scholastic.
 _____. (2014) The madman of Piney Woods. New York, NY: Scholastic.
 Grimes, N. (2011). Planet middle school. New York, NY: Bloomsbury.
 Herrera, R. (2014). Hope is a Ferris wheel. New York, NY: Abrams.
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