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Intertextuality
 in Bollywood
 Cinema
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“Om Shanti Om” song and dance number from Karz (1980)http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eS29KERO_d4

Page 3
						

Karz scene from Om Shanti Om (2007).http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S7NIk3FQa_I
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Om Shanti Om is a work of metafiction: a thickly intertextual film that draws attention to the artificialities, ironies and absurdities of filmmaking—including its own.
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“Metafiction is fiction about fiction: novels and stories that call attention to their fictional status and their own compositional procedures”
 David Lodge
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Metafiction is any text “that systematically flaunts its own condition of artifice and that by so doing probes into the problematic relationship between real-seeming artifice and reality”
 Robert Alter
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Understanding Texts
 Text: a coherent narrative embodied in some medium
 Like… a movie, for example!
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Analyzing Texts
 Explanation: Description of the elements that make up the text and their relations to one another.
 Interpretation: Assigning value and meaning to those elements and relations.
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Explaining Texts
 TERM MEANING
 1 Structural Relations
 Relationship of the elements in the text to one another
 2 Intertextual Relations
 Relationship of the text to other texts
 3 Social Relations Relationship of the text to its producers and audiences
 4 Referential Relations
 Relationship of the text to its subject matter
 5 Distinctive Relations
 Relationship of the text to what is not included in it.
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Intertextuality
 All texts derive part of their meaning from prior texts.
 Themes Actors
 Storylines Directors
 Symbols Titles
 Dialogue Songs/Music
 Characters Costumes
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Intertextuality
 Julia Kristeva“Every text takes shape as a mosaic of citations, every text is the absorption and transformation of other texts”
 Mikhail Bakhtin“The life of the word is contained in its transfer from one mouth to another, from one context to another context, from one social collective to another, from one generation to another generation. In this process the word does not forget its own path and cannot completely free itself from the power of those concrete contexts into which it has entered” 
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Intertextual Play
 Extracting a sign (or set of signs from one setting and inserting them—often in altered ways—into another to create meaning.
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Intertextual Levels
 Horizontal References
 References to other films
 Vertical References
 References to other media: literature, art, music, etc.
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Horizontal References
 Karz (1980)
 In 1959, wealthy Ravi Verma is murdered by his wife. He is reincarnated as Monty, who becomes a major rock star. During a performance he begins having flashbacks to his previous life. After traveling to the village in Ooty where he was killed, he reunites with his aged mother and sister. He tricks the murderess into believing she is haunted, then sings a song that tells the whole story.
 Om Shanti Om (2007)
 In the 1970s, junior artist Om Prakash witnesses the murder of superstar Shantipriya by her husband, and is murdered to silence him. He is reincarnated as Om Kapoor, who becomes a movie superstar. During a performance he begins having flashbacks to his previous life. After traveling to the ruined studio where he was killed, he reunites with his aged mother and brother. He tricks the murderer into believing he is haunted, then sings a song that tells the whole story.

Page 15
						

Vertical References
 The song “Om Shanty Om” sung in Karz (1980) and Om Shanti Om (2007) is a Hindi adaptation of a Trinidadian “soca” hit by Lord Shorty. It was one of the hits that inspired the success of the soca genre of music, which mixes Indian musical elements with African and calypso.
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SlDsizk5YS4

Page 16
						

Genette’s Five Types
 Intertextuality
 The effective co-presence of more than one text. Replication of elements from one text in another text (example: quotation).
 Paratextuality
 The relationship between a text and its contextualizing “paratexts” (credits)
 Architextuality
 A text refers to the generic characteristics evoked by the text (crossovers)
 Metatextuality
 A text “comments” on another related text in such a way that the conventions of the text form become explicit (movies about making movies)
 Hypertextuality
 A text is created by transforming a prior text into something new (remake)

Page 17
						

Intertextuality
 The effective co-presence of more than one text. Replication of elements from one text in another text (example: quotation). http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TjUXr560Gu0
 See also:http://www.cgtantra.com/forums/showthread.php?t=9067
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Paratextuality
 The relationship between a text and its contextualizing “paratexts” (credits)
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UsGE8pclLBo

Page 19
						

Architextuality
 A text refers to the generic characteristics evoked by the text (crossovers)

Page 20
						

GENRE
 A Sharukh Khan film
 A Farah Khan film
 A Vishal-Shekhar film
 A megahit
 A remake (of Karz)
 A rebirth movie
 etc

Page 21
						

Architextuality
 A text refers to the generic characteristics evoked by the text (crossovers)
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p92YbtfeI58

Page 22
						

Metatextuality
 A text “comments” on another related text in such a way that the conventions of the text form become explicit (movies about making movies)
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fCTa8Y4CYmw

Page 23
						

Hypertextuality
 A text is created by transforming a prior text into something new (remake)

Page 24
						

Metafiction
 How does metafiction matter to the meaning of a text?

Page 25
						

Metafiction
 Level One:MetanarrativeStories within stories; movies within movies.

Page 26
						

Metafiction
 Level Two:MetalepsisThe text breaks discursive levels; reveals the elements through which texts are constructed, commenting on the artificiality of the medium/genre

Page 27
						

Metafiction
 Level Three:ExtroversionMetafictional narrative not only shows the constructed nature of the text but uses this to comment on the world of life outside the text.
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“This is a film about memory, fantasy and testimony”
 -Tina Ramnarine
 “Om Shanti Om is a deliberate reflection upon the altered conventions that structure present and past Bollywood…”-Clare Wilkinson-Weber

Page 29
						

Ages of Bollywood Cinema
 Golden Age(Bombay Filmis)
 Postindependence nationalism. Values of duty, labor, sacrifice. Everyone in their place for the greater good
 Hero: Innocent, suffering, dutifulHeroine: Pure, enigmatic, obedient, pious
 Silver Age(New Cinema)
 Political and social upheaval. Deepening disillusionment with authority. Widespread corruption. Rising violence. Breakdown of law and order.
 Hero: “Angry young man.” Lean bodied and tough. Hard-drinking. Westernized and technological. Good at core: Respects respectable women, brave, helps the weak. Heroine: Pure, virtuous but spunky.
 Bronze AgeBollywoodInternational
 Rise of religious political movements. Importance of diaspora. Conservative values but liberal economics and rising emphasis on consumption.
 Hero and heroine are struggling to understand what it means to be a modern Indian (and act accordingly). Key issues are authenticity and family.
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Om Shanti Om
 Om Shanti Om is thus an intertextual event in which contempory Bollywood reflects nostalgically but ironically (and hence critically) on its own past.

Page 31
						

Om Shanti Om
 In doing so it also reflects nostalgically and ironically (and hence critically) on its own present at a time when changes in economy and communication are ushering in an extraordinary period of experimentation.
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ReferencesBakhtin, M.M. 1984. Problems of Dostoevsky’s Poetics. C. Emerson (transl. and ed.), Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press.Gopalan, L 2002 Cinema of Interruptions: Action Genres in Contemporary Indian Cinema. British Film Institute.
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