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ABSTRACT
 This paper holds a discussion between two great and prominent architects of the twentieth century, Louis Isadore Kahn and Luis Barragán Morfin, on their different views and approaches to Modern Architecture. Being that the modern period of architecture was being able to create a style or building that could be used anywhere in the world, it highlights and puts emphasis on whether modern architecture could be an enhancement of ‘vernacular’ design (being from that particular area) or a formal template.
 Luis Barragán Morfin was born on March 9, 1902 in Guadalajara, Mexico City. He died November 22, 1988 and is considered the most important Mexican architect of the 20th century and was self-trained. His buildings are renowned for their mastery of space and light, but Barragán was equally influential as a landscape architect and urban planner.Louis Isadore Kahn (born Itze-Leib Schmuilowsky) was born February 20, 1901 or 1902 and died March 17, 1974) was a world-renowned American architect of Estonian Jewish origin, based in Philadelphia,Pennsylvania, United States.
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Introduction
 Luis KhanLouis Isadore Kahn (1901-1974), U.S. architect, educator, and philosopher, is one of the foremost twentieth-century architects. Louis I. Kahn evolved an original theoretical and formal language that revitalized modern architecture. His best known works, located in the United States, India, and Bangladesh, were produced in the last two decades of his life. They reveal an integration of structure, a reverence for materials and light, a devotion to archetypal geometry, and a profound concern for humanistic valuesDuring the lean years of the 1930s, Louis Isadore Kahn was devoted to the study of modern architecture and housing in particular. From these experiences, Louis Isadore Kahn developed a deep sense of social responsibility reflected in his later philosophy of the "institutions" of man.a turning point in Louis Isadore Kahn 's career. his ideas about architecture and the city took shape. Eschewing the international style modernism that characterized his earlier work, Kahn sought to redefine the bases of architecture through a reexamination of structure, form, space, and light. Louis Isadore Kahn described his quest for meaningful form as a search for "beginnings," a spiritual resource from which modern man could draw inspiration. The powerful and evocative forms of ancient brick and stone ruins in Italy, Greece, and Egypt where Louis Kahn traveled in 1950-1951 inspired him. His search for what is timeless and essential. The effects of this European odyssey, the honest display of structure, a desire to create a sense of place, and a vocabulary of abstract forms rooted in Platonic geometry resonate in his later masterpieces of brick and concrete, his preferred materials. Louis Isadore Kahn reintroduced geometric, axial plans, centralized spaces, and a sense of solid mural strength, reflective of his beaux-arts training and eschewed by modern architects.
 Luis BarraganLuis Barragan, a prominent twentieth -
 century Mexican architect and landscape architect, was born in 1902. Although Luis Barragan is a self-taught architect and landscape architect, Luis Barragan was educated initially as an engineer. He grew up in a village where the landscape had heavy red clay earth, rolling hills, intense sunsets, and frequent heavy rainfall. This was to have a lasting impression upon his later works.
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He believed in emotional architecture. It was very important for humankind that architecture should move by its beauty; if there are many equally valid technical solutions to a problem the one which offers the user a message of beauty and emotion, that one is architecture.
 As a landscape architect, Barragán was heavily influenced by Ferdinand Bac's writing. Much of his work in Mexico City during the 1940s involved garden design. Like Roberto Burle Marx, the famed Brazilian landscape architect, Barragán developed a distinctive approach to working within a modernist vocabulary while enhancing the local foliage and terrain of Mexico.Barragán transformed the International Style into a vibrant, sensuous Mexican aesthetic by adding vivid colours and textural contrasts and accentuating his buildings' natural surroundings. He once said that light and water were his favourite themes, and soon became skilled at manipulating them both in buildings like the 1966 Folke Egerstrom House and Stables built around a brightly coloured, sculptural sequence of horse pools (Barragán loved horse riding) and the 1975-77 Francisco Gilardi House framing an indoor pool.
 He situated many of his designs amidst natural backdrops, such as lava rock outcrops and groves of trees. His understanding of aesthetics allowed him to design urban landmarks as well as furniture and gardens. Although the number of works he completed is not great, they have allowed him to become an influential figure in the world of landscape and architectural design, as well as object design.
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Views on Modernism: Barrahan & Khan
 The main difference between Luis Barragan and Louis Khan apart from their last names was that Barragan was self educated while Khan was a thorough-bred scholar. Therefore Khan had more formal views on architecture and his approach to Modernism. His main aim was to achieve his ‘quest for meaningful form’, a search for "beginnings," a spiritual resource from which modern man could draw inspiration. He sought to redefine the bases of architecture through the re-examination of structure, form, space, and light. Luis Barragans source of ‘beginnings’ was tradition and the natural elements that embraced it. Barragan reinvented the International Style as a colorful, sensuous genre of Mexican modernism. he is one of the handful of architects who succeeded in creating their own version of modernism by imbuing it with the warmth and vibrancy of his native Mexico. He said to use a more “natural” approach to architecture. Unlike Kahn, Barragan belives that the traditional methods used in the traditional architecture of that area is best suited to bring out the beauty, serenity and comfort of that area. From nature is where we come from, and from nature is where we feel home. The term ‘Modern Architecture’ did not have to be simply of glass, metal and symmetrical form but of a new architecture that enhanced natural qualities to create ambiances that evoked different expressions of beauty. Because his architecture is rooted in tradition, it allows for passive and low energy design.
 Barragans approach to Modernism: Development of architectural and urban designs based on traditional
 elements
 Luis Barragan´s Architecture has been recognized by its aesthetical and philosophical values. However, his proposals have a deeply rooted regional and traditional knowledge. For Barragan, the existence of an international or even national architecture was absurd, because every region had to generate its architecture rooted on its time, culture, traditions, climate and materials. Barragan’s approach to design comprehends all levels from the urban planning to interior details. A strong emphasis was given to the natural environment and the cultural context.
 Luis Barragan said in 1965: “Before the machine age, even in the center of cities, nature was a trusted companion, partner of the baker, the ironsmith, the carpenter... Now a days, this situation has been turned around: man can not find nature, not even when he leaves the city to enjoy it. Locked in his shiny automobile, man is within nature a foreign body. A billboard is enough to erase the call of
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nature. Then nature becomes a fragment of nature and man a fragment of man. The promised dialogue between man and nature becomes a hysterical, monotonous human monologue.”
 First of all, Barragan proposed a development of architectural and urban designs based on traditional elements. The re-valorization of the so called “vernacular” architecture is a fundamental element of his projects. This is particularly important in our “modern” and lately “global” society, which has constantly undervalued traditional solutions proposing a standardized and technologically “advanced” design to be used worldwide. Secondly, Barragan´s architectural designs consider the sensual perception as a key element of the spatial experience. Therefore his proposals pay particular attention to sun patterns, day lighting, noise control and ventilation. He did not agree with the general coding that establishes minimum levels of comfort for all this parameters. Instead, he used his personal intuition and perception to manipulate the physical factors and achieve a carefully balanced equilibrium between physical conditions and built environment. Barragan developed a school of thought that Kenneth Frampton defined as “critical regionalism” that was based on the idea of a regional attitude towards design. For Barragan, a design must take into account its physical and climatic conditions as well as its cultural background.
 How to differentiate design criteria for a specific region is a fundamental issue of an energy conscious design. Barragan`s architectural masterpieces are brilliant examples of this principle. His designs recover ancient constructive methods and finishing materials, making emphasis in the optical and thermal qualities of them.
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At one of his earliest designs (Casa Gonzalez Luna, 1928), traditional elements are combined into contemporary design.
 KAHNS APPROACH TO MODERNISM "What does this building want to be?" Kahn begins the design of a
 building with this question. Form.
 He came to realize that it was not monumentality that Modern Architecture was lacking, but Order, a rootedness in its own nature. If we were to describe Kahn's architectural quest in one phrase, we might say that it is an attempt to bring Order into Modern Architecture. Superficially, Kahn does this by rejecting lightweight steel construction in favor of heavy concrete evocative of ancient construction, but more profoundly he does it by looking for the inner essence of every aspect of the building, from the institution it houses, to its structure, to its materials, to its mechanical, to its details.
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Comparison
 An example in their difference in approached can be compared in the way they played with lighting of interior spaces. It can be seen as one of the common grounds that they shared in design but express differently through the way they approach architecture in a time of modernism. They both payed close attention to it and spoke of poetically and saw it as a key architectural element.
 LIGHT AND SUN Natural Light Barragan’s design pays a large amount of attention to daylighting. According to his ideas, natural light give spaces a different character thought the day and in various times of the year. Therefore, he planned to control not only the amount, but the quality (colour temperature) of natural light. This was done through the extensive use of large scale models that were professionally photographed. This stage was always preliminary, allowing for options to be evaluated and new ideas tested. As the building was constructed, he will supervise construction daily and modify “on site” many of the openings, including its proportion, size and location.Barragan found out an effect that can be described as “coloured light”. It is clear that coloured glass has been used for centuries, particularly as stained glass windows for decoration. However, Barragan used the same principle in a completely different way. He usually hidden the light source and then painted the glass, mixing “warm” light with planes lit by “cold” light. The result was a mixture that changed the indoor quality of space and our perception of colour.For Kahn it was natural light that brought architecture to life; the artificial light had an unvarying "dead" quality in contrast to the ever-changing daylight. Light, for him, was not only an instrument of our perception of things, but the very source of matter itself. It represented nature with all her laws by which all matter is bound together. He was especially attracted to the cyclic nature of light and attributed great psychological and metaphysical significance to its daily and seasonal fluctuations. Kahn saw architectural elements, such as the column, arch, dome, and vault, in their capacity of molding light and shadow. The difference was that he played with different geometric shapes and openings to create a lighting effect whereas Barragan used different materials, colors and textures to create more of a poetic ambiance instead of just playing with natural light.
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CAPPILA DE TLALPAN,
 BARRAGAN KIMBELL ART MUSEUM, KAHN
 Climatic Conditions
 In the mild and temperate climatic conditions of central Mexico, Barragan was one of the very few contemporary architects to use terraces, porticoes and roof areas as important spaces in a house design. These “passive” spaces produced comfortable areas with minimum use of materials and energy. He was one of the first architects in the XX Century to understand that for a temperate climate dominant in Mexico’s High Plateau the use of the out doors and semi-open space was most desirable. In contrast with the compact and indoor oriented models dominant in the European and American architecture of the XXth. Century, Barragan´s houses spread into the outdoors through windows and porticoes. They usually have a semi-covered terrace as the most privileged space in the house. It is used to eat, relax or play. At the same time, this space is an observation deck for weather and nature
 Kahn: respective but constricted from natural elements Barragan: expressive and responsive to natural elements
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Conclusion
 I believe that Barragans expression of modernism had more meaning and life which reflects in his architectural works. The idea of incorporating culture, traditional materials and engaging a building with its surrounding environment as being the main or supporting root to your design, and then encorperating modern elements to enhance that natural beauty is one that can create a building that is best suited for that area. Different places have different conditions. Traditional buildings were created to suite those conditions to provide habitable comfort. Being modern just means to enhance that beauty or effectiveness with new ideas, materials, technology, etc, that come with time.
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