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LIFE’S A BEACH!
 Dive right into the best beaches, exotic islands, incredible surfing hotspots and magnificent dive sites in the Asia-Pacific region. The underwater kingdom with its diverse marine life, kaleidoscope of colourful corals and absolutely stunning views await you. Bask in the carefree island life as you experience rich cultures and Asia’s unique brand of hospitality wherever you go. The beautiful island paradises and the underwater kingdoms of Asia-Pacific are ready to be explored!
 Whether you long for a taste of luxury, prefer the convenience of a package tour or get a thrill from roughing it out away from the usual tourist trails, we have a wide selection of memorable vacation spots for every sun-loving traveller.
 Come and discover what awesome truly is in the next 100+ pages, and find your perfect island getaway right here! Share your newest dream destinations with friends and family. No man is an island after all, but there is an island (or beach) for everyone.
 OVERVIEW
 LEGENDS (Activities)
 Windsurfing Wreck Diving
 Fishing GolfBeach Sports Island HoppingDiving
 Sailing SkydivingShopping Sightseeing Snorkeling
 Spa Water SkiingSurfing Swimming Walks & Hikes
 ParasailingKayakingJet Skiing Relaxing/Sunbathing
 Nightlife
 cafes
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 AUSTRALIA Gold Coast Melbourne Perth Sydney
 CAMBODIA Phnom Penh
 INDIA Kochi
 Special Feature I: Top 5 Family Getaways in Asia
 INDONESIA Bali Balikpapan Banda Aceh Bandung Jakarta Lombok Makassar Padang Palembang Pekanbaru Semarang Yogyakarta
 Special Feature II: Love in Every Sunset
 JAPAN Okinawa
 MALAYSIA Johor Bahru Kota Bharu Kota Kinabalu Labuan Langkawi Penang Sandakan Tawau Terengganu
 Special Feature III: Underwater Worlds
 THE PHILIPPINES Clark Kalibo Davao
 SINGAPORE
 SOUTH KOREA Seoul Busan
 Special Feature IV: Away from the Coast
 SRI LANKA Colombo
 TAIWAN Taipei
 THAILAND Bangkok Hat Yai Krabi Phuket Surat Thani Trang
 VIETNAM Da Nang Hanoi Ho Chi Minh City
 TRAVEL TIPS & CHECKLIST
 EVENTS LCCT-KLIA MAP
 ROUTE MAP
 All information in this guide is correct at press time and is subject to change
 without prior notice.
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SURFERS PARADISEThe stretch of beaches, malls, restaurants and clubs sets the tone for Surfers Paradise as the ultimate Gold Coast holiday experience.
 HOW•Gold Coast Airport (30 mins bus Schedules) → Surfers Paradise
 CONTACTTourism Queenslandwww.visitgoldcoast.com.au
 ACTIVITIES
 GOLD COAST’S
 Miles and miles of ultimate beach entertainment!
 Splashing fun time with the
 family
 SMART TIPIf you love the atmosphere but long for a quieter pace, head to Broadbeach down south of Surfers Paradise for some personal beach fun.
 treasured shores
 07©AirAsia Berhad 2012. All rights reserved. |
 http://goldcoastairport.com.au/wp-content/themes/gcairport/mastermedia/downloads/bus-timetable-702.pdf
 http://www.visitgoldcoast.com.au
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SUNSHINE COASTSunshine Coast is a breath of fresh air. Enjoy some of Australia’s freshest seafood and produce at oceanfront restaurants, and don’t miss the 4WD journey along Rainbow Beach.
 HOW•Gold Coast Airport (3 hrs drive) → Noosa, Sunshine Coast
 CONTACTSunshine Coast www.visitsunshinecoast.com.au
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSHumpback whales (Jun-Oct)
 FUN FACT! Humpback whales migrate along the east coast of Australia from Antarctica to mate and give birth, and they’ll stay along the coastal line of Sunshine Coast for 2-3 weeks.
 MORETON ISLANDMix in a lil’ bit of adventure with your beach vacation! Expect exhilarating activities ranging from wreck diving to dolphin feeding, and four-wheel driving to sand tobogganing at Moreton Island.
 HOW•Gold Coast Airport (20 mins bus Schedules) → Robina Train Station, Brisbane•Robina Train Station (20 mins taxi) → Holt Street Jetty•Holt Street Jetty (15 mins ferry Fares & Schedules) → Tangalooma Jetty, Moreton Island
 Tangalooma Wrecks – where you get to swim with the Trevallies, Batfish, Wobbegongs and more! © Tourism Australia
 FromKuala Lumpur
 Frequency5x Weekly
 Fare FromMYR 529
 GETTING TO GOLD COAST
 CONTACTTangalooma Island Resort www.tangalooma.com.au
 ACTIVITIES
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 Spend time with family and friends at Noosa Beach broadwalk © Tourism Queensland
 08 | ©AirAsia Berhad 2012. All rights reserved.08 | ©AirAsia Berhad 2012. All rights reserved.
 http://www.visitsunshinecoast.com.au
 http://translink.com.au/resources/travel-information/network-information/timetables/110131-761.pdf
 http://www.tangalooma.com/info/general_information/launch_timetables/
 http://www.tangalooma.com.au
 https://www.tune2big.com/web/guest/login?
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SIGHTINGSDolphins, whales, dugongs, turtles, Fish-Cleaning Wrasse, groupers, Batfish, Trevally, moray eels, Spiny Lionfish, Stonefish, sea eagle, Wobbegong
 FUN FACT! Fifteen vessels sank between 1963 and 1984, creating the Tangalooma Wrecks, a prime diving and snorkelling spot which attracts a vast marine life and diving enthusiasts.
 BOOK NOW
 Outrigger Surfers Paradise
 Tangalooma Island Resort
 Moorings on Cavill
 Peppers Broadbeach
 RECOMMENDED STAYS
 Snorkelling Down Under is quite an experience! © Tourism Australia
 LADY ELLIOT ISLANDCome explore the unspoilt coral reef and spectacular marine life of Lady Elliot, with visibility of over 30 meters. No wonder it is renowned for its world-class snorkeling and diving spots.
 HOW•Gold Coast Airport (2 hrs charter flight) → Lady Elliot Island
 CONTACTLady Elliot Island, Great Barrier Reefwww.ladyelliot.com.au
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSManta rays, Loggerhead Turtle, Humpback Whale (migration Jun-Oct)
 FUN FACT! Lady Elliot Island is one of the only three island resorts on the Great Barrier Reef, famous for a resident population of 40 Manta Rays which form the iconic logo of the island.
 Don’t be surprised if you manage to spot one out of the 40 resident Manta Rays. © Tourism Queensland
 Endless blue waters and colourful
 underwater life © Tourism Queensland
 09©AirAsia Berhad 2012. All rights reserved. |
 http://www.ladyelliot.com.au
 https://www.airasiago.com/en-my/hotel/outrigger-surfers-paradise-231601
 https://www.airasiago.com/service/show_hotel_details.cfm?is_landing_page=true&room_gds=local&area2=OOL&hotel_code=2722&nav=enMALAYSIA
 https://www.airasiago.com/en-my/hotel/moorings-on-cavill-114730
 https://www.airasiago.com/en-my/hotel/peppers-broadbeach-360065
 http://booking.airasia.com/Search.aspx?culture=en-GB&origin1=KUL&destination1=OOL&cid=island-eguide-en-OOL
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MELBOURNEUniquely
 A lively atmosphere greets you at St. Kilda Beach
 ST KILDA BEACHFifteen minutes away from Melbourne is the ultimate beach playground. It’s a great place to hang and let loose at the waterfront’s restaurants, theme park and entertainment outlets.
 HOW• Tullamarine Airport Melbourne (20 mins bus Fares & Schedules) → Southern Cross Station in the city• Southern Cross Station (10 mins tram Schedules) → Federation Square• Federation Square (15 mins tram Schedules) → St. Kilda BeachOR• Tullamarine Airport Melbourne (50 mins bus Fares & Schedules → St. Kilda Beach
 CONTACTMelbourne Tourismwww.visitmelbourne.com
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!The atmosphere of St Kilda is further jazzed up by the art and crafts market that takes place on the esplanade every Sunday from 10am-5pm.
 10 | ©AirAsia Berhad 2012. All rights reserved.
 http://www.skybus.com.au
 http://www.skybus.com.au
 http://www.stkildamelbourne.com.au/visitor-information/getting-here/by-tram
 http://www.stkildamelbourne.com.au/visitor-information/getting-here/by-tram
 http://www.fapas.com.au/home
 http://www.fapas.com.au/home
 http://www.visitmelbourne.com
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Let’s go home, guys!
 PHILLIP ISLANDIt’s the perfect family vacation spot with the great beaches, entertaining koalas at the Koala Conservation Centre, weird and funky A Maze ‘N Things, and the famous penguin parade.
 HOW• Tullamarine Airport Melbourne (20 mins bus Fares & Schedules) → Southern Cross Station, Melbourne• Southern Cross Station (90 mins car/coach Fares & Schedules) → Cowes, Phillip Island
 CONTACTPhillip Islandwww.visitphillipisland.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSPenguins, koalas, Australian Fur Seal, seagulls
 FUN FACT!The penguin parade happens daily at sunset, when you can watch these cute birds in tuxedos march happily across Summerland Beach.
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 7x Weekly MYR 529
 GETTING TO MELBOURNE
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 11©AirAsia Berhad 2012. All rights reserved. |
 http://www.skybus.com.au
 http://www.skybus.com.au
 http://www.vline.com.au/fares-and-tickets/fares/intro.html
 http://www.vline.com.au/fares-and-tickets/fares/intro.html
 http://www.visitphillipisland.com
 https://www.tune2big.com/web/guest/login?
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BOOK NOW
 Ramada Resort Phillip Island
 Art Series-The Blackman
 Novotel Melbourne St Kilda
 RECOMMENDED STAYS
 GREAT OCEAN ROADOne of the world’s most scenic coastal drives you’ll ever experience—with surfing beaches, dramatic cliffs, rolling farmlands and charming seaside towns sprawled along Victoria’s spectacular coastline.
 HOW• Tullamarine Airport Melbourne (20 mins bus Fares & Schedules) → Southern Cross Station in the city•Melbourne city centre (full day’s journey) → Great Ocean Road
 CONTACTGreat Ocean Roadwww.visitgreatoceanroad.org.au
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSKoalas, whales, walruses
 SMART TIPIt is best to spend 2 days for the trip so you can truly enjoy each scenic stop along the way. Don’t miss the helicopter tour for exhilarating aerial views.
 A spectacular view of the Great Ocean Road drive
 Hues of gold and red colouring the Twelve Apostles at sunset.
 12 | ©AirAsia Berhad 2012. All rights reserved.
 http://www.skybus.com.au
 http://www.skybus.com.au
 http://www.visitgreatoceanroad.org.au
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COTTESLOE BEACHThe great laidback atmosphere of Perth is further jazzed up at Cottesloe Beach, where you get to enjoy the beach at a leisurely pace. This well-maintained tranquil beach is located on the suburb of Cottesloe just 15 minutes away by car from the city centre. You can capture spectacular sunsets here.
 HOW•Perth Airport (1 hr bus Fares & Schedules) → Kings Park•Kings Park (5 mins walk) → Mounts Bay Road •Mounts Bay Road (35 mins bus Fares & Schedules) → Cottesloe Beach
 CONTACTTourism Western Australia www.westernaustralia.com
 PERTH’S
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!Check the local calendar for Sculpture by the Sea, a yearly event (March in 2013) where local and international artists transform the beach area into a stunning artistic sculpture park.
 A dip in the waters or a dip of chocolate for your ice cream, it’s always fun in Cottesloe Beach. © Tourism Australia
 Pelicans, Penguins and Quokkas
 Sculpture by the Sea (CC BY) Michael Spencer
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ROTTNEST ISLANDTake a short ferry ride away from Perth, and arrive at the wonderful ideal outdoors of Rottnest. Car-free and refreshingly free from crowd, Rotto has the world’s finest beaches and bays, with great natural wildlife. Rent a bicycle to truly enjoy the sights around the island.
 HOW•Perth Airport (45 mins bus Fares & Schedules) → St Georges Terrace • St Georges Terrace (7 mins walk) → Barrack Street Jetty•Barrack Street Jetty (15 mins tram Schedules) → Rottnest Island
 CONTACTRottnest Island www.rottnestisland.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSQuokkas, Green Turtle, Loggerhead Turtle, whales, dolphins, sea lions, Pied Cormorant, Osprey, Pied Oystercatcher, Silver Gull, Crested Tern, Fairy Tern, Bridled Tern, Rock Parrot, Reef Heron
 FUN FACT!The island is also well-known as home of the quokkas, a rare breed of cute little animals with small rounded ears, brown fur and tiny feet and hands, resembling a small wallaby.
 Snorkel in the clear waters where you get to
 enjoy the colourful corals and marine life.
 Rottnest Island is home to the quokka (CC BY) Sam Schmidt
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Up close with a Rockingham
 penguin
 ROCKINGHAMRockingham’s slogan is ‘where the coast comes alive’, and it certainly lives up to this claim. Go swimming with the wild dolphins, take the ferry out to nearby Penguin Island to see the cute little penguins up close, or cruise to Seal Island to view rare Australian Sea Lions.
 HOW•Perth Airport (1 hr car/taxi) → Rockingham
 CONTACTCity of Rockingham www.rockingham.wa.gov.au
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSBottle-nosed Dolphin, Australian Sea Lion, penguins, Fairy Tern, Bar Tailed Godwit, Arctic Skua, Osprey, Little Eagle, Australian Pelican
 FUN FACT!Penguin Island is also a very important nesting, feeding and roosting site for over 50 species of seabirds. It boasts one of the largest breeding colonies of pelicans in Western Australia.
 BOOK NOW
 Joondalup Resort
 Ibis Styles Perth
 RECOMMENDED STAYS
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 9x Weekly MYR 429Bali 3x Daily IDR 887.000
 GETTING TO PERTH
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 Meet a pelican on Penguin Island!
 Swim with dolphins in Rockingham
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Learn to surf at
 Bondi under the watchful eye of
 experienced instructors © Mikala Wilbow/ Let’s Go Surfing
 FUN FACT!The Bondi Beach Markets, where you can find the next big thing, is open every Sunday. Keep your eye out for up and coming designers!
 MANLY BEACHFringed by both a harbour beach and a surf beach, Manly has something for everyone. The beach is patrolled by three surf lifesaving clubs so it’s a safe place to swim, and the south end is ideal for beginners with its easy spilling waves. Dine by the water in the many restaurants and cafes.
 HOW• Sydney Airport (25 mins train Fares & Schedules) → Circular Quay Station•Circular Quay (30 mins ferry Fares & Schedules) → Manly
 CONTACTManly Beachwww.manlyaustralia.com.au
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!Sydney’s most iconic strip of sand was named by the State’s first governor Arthur Phillip in 1788, for the impression made on him by “the confidence and manly behaviour” of the area’s Aboriginals.
 The other icons of
 BOOK NOW
 Swiss Grand Resort & Spa Bondi Beach
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 SYDNEYBONDI BEACHLess than 10km from the city centre is Bondi, Australia’s most famous and stylish stretch of sand. A walk along the beachfront promenade lets you experience the carefree sunny lifestyle, as you spot the rich, famous and wealthy hanging out on the beach or in the chic bars and restaurants.
 HOW• Sydney Airport → Town Hall Station (20 mins train Fares & Schedules) → Central Business District•City Business District (30 mins bus Fares & Schedules) → Bondi Beach
 CONTACTDestination New South Waleswww.sydney.com
 ACTIVITIES
 Manly Beach © Hamilton Lund/ Destination NSW
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 7x Weekly MYR 629
 GETTING TO SYDNEY
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
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SIHANOUKVILLE BEACHESJust 3 hours away from Phnom Penh is the seaside town of Sihanoukville. Check out Serendipity Beach which is the
 most popular, and often called the party beach. If peace and quiet is what you’re looking for, head to
 Otres Beach. There’s a small admission fee if you want to enter Sokha Beach, but it is arguably the most scenic and cleanest beach amongst all.
 HOW•Phnom Penh Airport (3 hrs bus Schedules, Fares & Schedules) → Sihanoukville
 CONTACTTourism Cambodia +85523216666www.tourismcambodia.org
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!Originally constructed as a port town during the 1950’s, Sihanoukville was named after the then ruling prince of Cambodia. Nowadays it is more known as Snookyville or Snooky.
 Great escapes from PHNOM PENH
 Sihanoukville sunset © Linda Stankova
 CAMBODIA
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KOH RONGHop on a boat and make your way to Koh Rong, one of the loveliest islands off the Gulf of Thailand but without the hordes of tourists. The second largest island of Cambodia is a pristine little paradise that is still relatively untouched.
 HOW•Phnom Penh Airport (3 hrs bus Fares & Schedules) → Sihanoukville• Sihanoukville (2.5 hrs ferry) → Koh Rong
 CONTACTTourism Cambodia+85523216666www.tourismcambodia.org
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSSeahorses, Diamond Fish, Needlefish, Jumping Fish, Yellow Boxfish, Rabbitfish, Bluespotted Ribbontail Ray, Goatfish, groupers, Sergeant Fish, Parrotfish
 FUN FACT! At 78 square kilometres in size, Koh Rong is almost the same size as Hong Kong Island! It’s also the filming site for the French “Survivor” television program.
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 2x Daily USD 69Bangkok Daily USD 85
 GETTING TO PHNOM PENH
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 BOOK NOW
 Koh Rong boat (CC BY) Unkle Sam
 Make sure to see the magnificent temples © Ritu Saini
 Head over to Tonle Sap Lake and its floating villages © Ritu Saini
 www.cimbbank.com.my | 1300 880 900 | CIMB MalaysiaFor more information:
 MALAYSIA INDONESIA SINGAPORE THAILAND CAMBODIA
 Enjoy fee waivers on cash withdrawals made to any of our ATMs across the region. Plus, enjoy the lowest foreign exchange rates when you withdraw money overseas.
 Now that’s ASEAN For You.
 Zero service charge. Lowest foreign exchange rate.At any CIMB ATM across ASEAN.
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www.cimbbank.com.my | 1300 880 900 | CIMB MalaysiaFor more information:
 MALAYSIA INDONESIA SINGAPORE THAILAND CAMBODIA
 Enjoy fee waivers on cash withdrawals made to any of our ATMs across the region. Plus, enjoy the lowest foreign exchange rates when you withdraw money overseas.
 Now that’s ASEAN For You.
 Zero service charge. Lowest foreign exchange rate.At any CIMB ATM across ASEAN.
 http://www.cimbbank.com.my
 http://www.facebook.com/CIMBMalaysia
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INDIA
 KOCHI and the waters of Kerala
 Peace and tranquillity at Cherai – perfect even for yoga!
 CHERAI BEACHRest and relaxation is on the menu at this soft sandy beach with clean and clear waters, shallow enough for swimming. The 15-kilometres long coastline is lined with coconut groves and stunning paddy fields, and is just a short distance away from the city.
 HOW•Cochin International Airport (45 mins taxi) → Cherai Beach
 CONTACTDepartment of Tourism Government of Kerala, India 18004254747 keralatourism.org
 ACTIVITIES
 SMART TIPRent a bicycle and start exploring the nearby attractions such as the Cherai Gowreeshwara Temple, Portuguese Port and the charming little village nearby.
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Along scenic creeks and little islands of the Kerala Backwaters
 A dose of culture by the shores of Fort Kochi Beach
 BOOK NOW
 Tissa’s Inn
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 All day long, the tranquil atmosphere at Fort Kochi Beach remains the same.
 FORT KOCHI BEACH & KERALA BACKWATERS Fort Kochi beach is popular for its tranquil atmosphere and warm hospitality from the local patrons. For an unforgettable experience, hop onto a houseboat cruise into the Kerala Backwaters where the scenic network is made perfect with views of elephants, kingfishers and butterflies by the waterside.
 HOW•Cochin International Airport (55 mins taxi) → Fort Kochi
 CONTACTDepartment of Tourism Government of Kerala, India 18004254747keralatourism.org ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGESTCheck out the Chinese Fishing Nets or locally known as Cheenavala, one of the iconic symbols of Kerala. It is an ancient fishing technique once practiced only in China 500 years ago.
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur Daily INR 6795
 GETTING TO KOCHI
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
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Just when you thought you could take a break between juggling work meetings, parent-teacher conferences, ballet lessons and soccer practices, spending time with your family could be a huge hassle without the proper preparation and research. Think unsuitable locations, no child-friendly activities, inconvenient travelling and food that makes a child’s face turn a sickly green. Why not make life simpler with these amazing destinations that guarantee some family-friendly fun? By Irvin Hanni
 Back to Nature at Kota KinabaluLife is easily idyllic in the “Land beneath the Wind”, where this seaside town in Sabah, Malaysia offers great cultural attractions as well as some of the most scenic natural beauty in the region. Tourists young and old will love the beautiful islands of Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park – Mamutik, Sapi, Sulu, Manukan and Gaya. Just a 20-minute boat ride away from the city centre, you and your family can enjoy some fun frolicking in the clear waters, snorkelling, or just playing with the soft sands. Get a dose of culture with a visit to Mari-Mari Cultural Village where your family can learn more about the ethnic tribes such as Kadazan, Iban, Bidayuh and more. Be in touch with the great outdoors at Lok Kawi Wildlife Park where kids will be entertained by the antics of exotic Bornean wildlife such as Sumatran tigers, sun bears, proboscis monkeys and not to forget, the adorable orangutans!
 More fun stuff: Tanjung Aru, Desa Cattle Farm, Sepilok Orangutan Rehabilitation Centre, Kundasang
 Sensational SingaporeBeing a cutting-edge city doesn’t mean that Singapore is devoid of all the fun…on the contrary! While adults may enjoy the shopping paradise and booming cosmopolitan, the young (and the young-at-heart) will absolutely love the fun-packed Sentosa Island. Wonderland is right here at Universal Studios Singapore, with 24 attractions including the awesome Jurassic Park Rapids Adventure, Revenge Of The Mummy and Transformers within 7 magical zones, namely Hollywood, New York, Sci-Fi City, Ancient Egypt, Lost World, Far Far Away and Madagascar. It does not matter if you’re 7 or 70 years old, the exhilarating rides, singing and dancing shows, street performers and themed stores will give you a day to remember! Need some rest and relaxation thereafter? Rest on the laidback beaches of Palawan, Sentosa and Tanjong on Sentosa Island, perfect places for the parents to unwind while the kids take a dip in the shallow waters or build sandcastles by the side.
 More fun stuff: Underwater World and Dolphin Lagoon, Sentosa 4D Magix, Songs of the Sea
 SPECIAL FEATURE I
 TOP 5 FAMILY
 GETAWAYS
 IN ASIA
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Enchanting BaliBali’s beauty – sun-kissed beaches, ancient temples and great cultural heritage – will enchant all. The resorts are great for families, especially those along Nusa Dua and Sanur. The amenities are complete, with some resorts even offering programmes such as stargazing, movie night and storytelling for the kids. The beaches, meanwhile, are excitingly packed with activities like paragliding, banana boat, and volleyball. If you think that your children may not enjoy temples and ancient ruins in Bali, they may however be delighted with the heart-thumping Kecak Dance at Uluwatu Temple. Ubud’s many attractions, food and shops will have them entertained, and a visit to the Monkey Forest will definitely not bore them.
 More fun stuff: Tanah Lot, Pura Alas Kedaton, Kintamani, Air Banjar Hot Springs
 Phuket Fantasy! Beyond its glitzy image as a party island, Phuket in Thailand actually holds more to be explored especially
 for families. Stay at Kata or Karon Beach, where soft sandy beaches and gentle waves make them the perfect spots to spend a good afternoon of swimming and enjoying beach activities
 with your kids. Have some great seafood accompanied by stunning sunset at Patong Beach.
 After that delicious dinner, bring the family to Phuket FantaSea – a night time cultural theme park where there are trapeze artists, performing animals and so much more! Don’t miss a chance to enjoy a relaxing ride on friendly elephants too as they bring you through the jungles and hills of Phuket.
 More fun stuff: Aquarium at Cape Panwa, Splash Jungle Water Park, Big Buddha
 Sunny-side of MelbourneWith four seasons, a great amalgamation of world culture and a host of activities to do, Melbourne is the ultimate holiday destination for all! The beautiful shores around the city are buzzing with energy, with so much going on! The adults can bask in the wonderful sunshine whilst kids play in the clear blue waters or let their imagination run wild in the natural sandbox. Locals flock over to St. Kilda for its many restaurants, and the Luna theme park offers some entertaining rides such as
 Arabian Merry, Twin Dragon and Scenic Railway. Brighton Beach’s laidback atmosphere is perfectly balanced with brilliantly painted huts, whilst Williamstown Beach is great for a sunny picnic. Just an hour away from the city centre is Phillip Island, where not only do you get to enjoy the beaches, but you can also visit A Maze ‘N Things where there are wacky attractions such as optical illusion rooms, mazes, puzzles as well as a mini golf; watch the famous penguin parade; or pet a
 koala at the Phillip Island Nature Park.
 More fun stuff: Great Ocean Road, Puffing Billy train ride, Yarra River Cruise, Sovereign Hill
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SANUR BEACHOne of Bali’s oldest upscale resort areas may have seen better days, but now it’s known as a quiet and relaxing place to unwind. Walk the beaten pathways, or see the town from the paved beachfront – it’s a town with a wealth of culture, natural and historical attractions mingled with shopping and beach fun. The sunrise seen from Sanur is simply spectacular!
 HOW•Bali Ngurah Rai Airport (20 mins car/taxi) → Jimbaran
 CONTACTBali Tourism Board +62361235600www.balitourismboard.org
 Mystical, legendary
 An offering on the beach © Paramita Christina
 Pura Ulun Danu Bratan © Frederick Yap
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!The annual international kite festival every July sees traditional Balinese giant kites ranging up to 10 metres in length! Different villages around Bali gather at this festival with their kites, originally meant to be a medium to send a message to the Hindu Gods.
 BALI
 Balinese dancer in her element © Mohd Aizuddin Mohd Shafri
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LEGIAN BEACHEmbrace the bohemian lifestyle of Legian beach, away from busy Kuta. The low-key area still has its fair share of attractions, from the surf beaches to the lovely beach frontage as well as its many restaurants, bars, nightclubs and accommodations.
 HOW• Bali Ngurah Rai Airport (15 mins car/taxi) → Legian Beach
 CONTACTBali Tourism Board+62361235600www.balitourismboard.org
 ACTIVITIES
 DREAMLAND BEACHBeautiful and natural, you’ll stumble upon this stretch of lovely sandy goodness on the way to the Pura Uluwatu. The surrounding hilly ruggedness is perfectly balanced with the alluring deep blue of the ocean, with its challenging waves making every surfer’s dream come true.
 HOW•Bali Ngurah Rai Airport (25 mins car/taxi) → Dreamland
 CONTACTBali Tourism Board +62361235600
 ACTIVITIES
 © Oktaviani Marvikasari
 Dreamland Beach © Kaufik Anril H.
 Big waves at Dreamland
 © Kaufik Anril H.
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Jimbaran © Enrico Djakman
 Mola-mola (sunfish) at Manta Point & Crystal Bay, off Nusa Penida © Khoo Boo Teik
 NUSA PENIDATake a short boat ride away, and you’ll reach Nusa Penida Island. The largest among the cluster of 3 islands, it’s known for its stunning natural rugged
 beauty, almost untouched by commercialization. You’ll find a kaleidoscope of colours in the skies of Nusa Penida, as the island is an island-wide bird sanctuary which is home to many species of birds, including the endangered Bali Starling.
 HOW•Bali Ngurah Rai Airport (20 mins car/taxi) → Sanur Beach• Sanur Beach (90 mins speed boat/ jukung Fares & Schedules) → Nusa Penida
 CONTACTBali Tourism Board+62361235600www.balitourismboard.org
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSBali Starling, Java sparrow, Mitchell’s Lorrikeet, Lesser
 Sulphure Crested Cockatoo, Mola-mola, Manta Ray, Batfish, Whale Shark
 JIMBARANWhen in Bali, a romantic dinner by the beach is a definite must! The famous Jimbaran beach and Jimbaran bay serve up love and fresh seafood under the beautiful moon, serenaded by waves and music. You’ll find the perfect sanctuary in the many luxury hotels along the stretch as well.
 HOW•Bali Ngurah Rai Airport (15 mins car/taxi) → Jimbaran
 CONTACTBali Tourism Board+62361235600www.balitourismboard.org
 ACTIVITIES
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SEMINYAKEvery place has a ‘hip’ area to cater to the young, fancy and upscale crowd, and Seminyak is just that! An air of sophistication lingers in the air as many expatriates gather here for its many high-end spa and boutique shopping experience. With the many luxury accommodation and fashionable restaurants, the beaches of Seminyak are the places to see and to be seen.
 HOW•Bali Ngurah Rai Airport (35 mins car/taxi) → Seminyak Beach
 CONTACTBali Tourism Board +62361235600www.balitourismboard.org
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACTDid you know that Seminyak is so upscale that it even has its very own lifestyle magazine? The quarterly “The Yak” has a full run-down on the hip and happening Seminyak scene – restaurants, bars, fashion boutiques, hotels and more!
 An acoustic session in Seminyak © Widhi Nugroho
 © Aji Gunawan/Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy, Rep of Indonesia
 Visit nearby Pura Petitenget (CC BY) Roger Price
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 5x Daily IDR 687.000Singapore 4x Daily IDR 459.000Perth 3x Daily IDR 869.000Bangkok Daily IDR 889.000Jakarta 6x Daily IDR 223.900Bandung 2x Daily IDR 333.900Surabaya 2x Daily IDR 179.900Yogyakarta Daily IDR 223.900
 GETTING TO BALI
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
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NUSA DUALife is better in Nusa Dua, especially when you know celebrities such as Angelina Jolie and Brad Pitt chose it as their holiday getaway as well. The pristine beaches and first class service in its international hotels and private villas come with a hefty price tag, but you get the ultimate luxury lifestyle.
 HOW•Bali Ngurah Rai Airport (30 mins car/taxi → Nusa Dua
 CONTACTBali Tourism Board +62361235600www.balitourismboard.org
 ACTIVITIES
 Look who’s joining the picnic © Vincensius Hany Wiyono
 Geger Beach, next to Nusa Dua © Muhamad Irvan Mustafa
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KUTA BEACHIt’s no wonder why Kuta is one of the most popular destinations known to even the most obscure tourist. From the long broad sandy beach facing the beautiful Indian Ocean to the exciting rows of shops, bars and cafes – Kuta has everything the world needs.
 HOW•Bali Ngurah Rai Airport (15 mins car/taxi) → Kuta Beach
 CONTACTBali Tourism Board +62361235600www.balitourismboard.org
 ACTIVITIES
 Young surfer at Kuta Beach © Hee Tau Onn
 Silently cheer for the hatchlings crawling to the sea © Made Nagi Okamurayudi
 There’s a temple around every corner © Wong Vui Nei
 Kuta Beach © Bambang W
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BOOK NOW
 Harris Resort Kuta Bali
 Kilala Ayurveda Spa & Villa
 The Royal Beach Seminyak Bali
 Nusa Dua Beach Hotel & Spa
 Padma Resort Bali at Legian
 Sanur Beach Hotel
 RECOMMENDED STAYS
 PADANG-PADANG BEACHPadang-padang is one of the best surfing spots in Bali. The heavenly beach has beckoning blue waves and a marvellous view surrounded by towering cliffs, which is why it was the choice location for the movie Eat Pray Love.
 HOW•Bali Ngurah Rai Airport (25 mins car/taxi) → Padang- Padang
 CONTACTBali Tourism Board +62361235600www.balitourismboard.org
 ACTIVITIES
 Time runs slowly at Padang-padang © Prabham Wulung
 BEYOND THIS GUIDE Biking in Bali
 Flowers for spirits © Dadan
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Few creatures are feared the same way as the Komodo Dragon © Andrie Setio
 KOMODO ISLANDThe name tells it all. Home to the largest lizards in the world, the island’s Komodo National Park has been declared a World Heritage Site. Aside from the famous reptiles, the island boasts one of the richest marine environments in the area and an amazing biodiversity on land. The island also contains Pink Beach – one of only seven in the world, formed from a mixture of white and red sand.
 HOW•Bali Ngurah Rai Airport (50 mins flight) → Labuanbajo, Flores Island• Labuanbajo, Flores Island (3 hrs chartered boat) → Komodo Island
 OR• Lombok international Airport (45mins taxi) → Lembar Harbour, Lombok• Lembar Harbour (24 hrs ferry) → Labuanbajo, Flores Island• Labuanbajo, Flores Island (3 hrs chartered boat) → Komodo Island
 CONTACTKomodo National Park+62038541005www.komodonationalpark.org
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSKomodo Dragon, dugongs, sharks, manta rays, whales
 FUN FACT!The roughly 2,000 inhabitants of the island are descendants of former convicts exiled to the island, and are primarily adherents of Islam.
 Sunset over Flores Sea, Komodo National Park © Ridwan Ry
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BALIKPAPANHappy returns to
 Turquoise-coloured tranquillity - only in beautiful Derawan © Barry Kusuma
 DERAWAN Derawan Island is one of the most
 beautiful well-kept secrets of Borneo. With an astonishing
 marine life ranging from the cute clown fishes to pygmy seahorses, octopuses and the giant green turtles, divers and beach-lovers flock here to experience the
 unique and laid-back islander lifestyle.
 HOW•Sepinggan International
 Airport, Balikpapan (16-24hrs taxi/ rental car) → Tanjung Batu• Tanjung Batu (30 mins speedboat) → Derawan Island
 CONTACTBalikpapan Office of Youth, Sports, Culture and Tourism+6254276111pariwisata.balikpapan.go.id
 ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGESTVolunteer at the Turtle Conservation Group to save turtle eggs from poachers, and if you’re lucky, you may get to watch mother turtles lay their eggs on the beach.
 Swim with Kakaban’s non-stinging jellyfish (CC BY 2.0) Riza
 Nugraha
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A perfect spot for a beach getaway for busy bees! © Barry Kusuma
 Baubles and beads of the Dayak Kenyah © Barry Kusuma
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 3x Weekly IDR 447.000Makassar 14x Weekly IDR 329.000
 GETTING TO BALIKPAPAN
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 BOOK NOW
 Le Grandeur Balikpapan
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 KAKABAN ISLANDKnown as the paradise of biological resources in Indonesia, this island is a must-experience for its stunning turquoise water, colourful marine life and definitely the experience of swimming with non-poisonous jelly fishes in Jellyfish Lake! Dive down the 79ft steep wall at Barracuda Point and you’ll be swimming with large pelagic fishes like the whitetip and leopard sharks, and of course, barracudas!
 HOW• Sepinggan International Airport, Balikpapan (16 – 24hrs taxi/ rental car) → Tanjung Batu
 • Tanjung Batu (1hr 30 mins speedboat) → Kakaban Island
 CONTACTBalikpapan Office of Youth, Sports, Culture and Tourism +6254276111pariwisata.balikpapan.go.id
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSJellyfishes, Whitetip Shark, Leopard Shark, Nurse Shark, manta rays, Green Turtle
 FUN FACT!Experienced divers will love the Blue Light Cave’s deep sea descent through a narrow chimney into a large cavern. At the exit, you’ll be welcomed by the blue light of the sea seen from the cave.
 MANGGAR BEACHIf you’re not up for a long journey to a beautiful far away island, Manggar beach is the perfect nearby spot for you to chill out and enjoy the beach, with cool shade beneath the swaying palm trees and a simple scenic view of the ocean.
 HOW• Sepinggan International Airport, Balikpapan (45 mins taxi/rental car) → Manggar Beach
 CONTACTBalikpapan Office of Youth, Sports, Culture and Tourism +6254276111pariwisata.balikpapan.go.id
 ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGESTTry avoiding this beach over the weekend as it can get pretty packed if you’re looking for some quiet time.
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BANDA ACEHIndonesia’s Kilometer Zero
 One of Pulau Weh’s superb dive sites © Alex Blanckley
 PULAU WEHKnown to the locals as Sabang, the island offers some of the most remarkable diving and snorkelling experiences in Southeast Asia, without the crowds that more popular destinations are known for.
 HOW•Banda Aceh International Airport (30 mins taxi) → Ulee Lheu Harbour•Ulee Lheu Harbour (1 hr fast ferry/2 hrs slow ferry) → Balohan Port, Pulau Weh•Balohan Port (1 hr taxi or bus) → Gapang Beach or Iboih Beach
 CONTACTBanda Aceh Tourism+62651852020bandaacehtourism.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSOctopus, dolphins, turtles, eels, whales, sharks, manta rays
 FUN FACT!The national song “From Sabang to Merauke” sings about Pulau Weh being the westernmost point of Indonesia.
 A batfish can pass for a leaf! © Nick Longfellow
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 4x Weekly IDR 397.000Medan Daily IDR 269.000
 GETTING TO BANDA ACEH
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
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BOOK NOW
 Indonesia’s Kilometer Zero
 Traditional Acehnese house © Adam Lee/
 Travel 3Sixty
 LAMPUUK & LHOK NGA Backpackers have long known the interconnected beaches of Lhok Nga for its legendary surfing and Lampuuk for swimming. Aceh coffee, said to be Indonesia’s best, is the drink of choice here as alcohol is not available.
 HOW•Banda Aceh International Airport (30 mins airport bus/ taxi) → Banda Aceh •Banda Aceh (25 mins taxi/ 45 mins bus) → Lhok Nga or Lampuuk
 CONTACTAceh Tourism Office +6265123691www.aceh.net
 ACTIVITIES FANS SUGGESTIslamic Sharia law is followed in Aceh. Female travellers are advised to wear modest clothing and refrain from wearing Western-style bathing suits. Discretion is advised.
 Simple pleasures at Lhok Nga © Adam Lee/Travel 3Sixty
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BANDUNGJourneys from
 Pangumbahan Beach is one of Ujung Genteng’s treasures (CC BY) Ricka Mayangsari
 UJUNG GENTENGOff the beaten track, Ujung Genteng
 has clear waters and hawker-free golden beaches. Watch green
 sea turtles lay their eggs or hatchlings being released at Pangumbahan Beach, see the natural aquariums at Cibuaya Beach or just enjoy the wide stretch of sand at Cipanarikan Estuary.
 HOW• Soekarno-Hatta International Airport, Jakarta
 (5-6 hrs rented van) → Ujung Genteng
 OR• Husein Sastranegara Airport,
 Bandung (6-7 hrs rented van) → Ujung Genteng
 CONTACTWest Java Provincial Tourist Office +62227271385www.westjavatourism.info
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSTurtles
 FUN FACT!In the dry season, there is surfing to be done at Ombak Tujuh. During the rainy season, the waterfalls of Curug Cikaso are worth the boat ride. Whatever the season, the locals will be happy to show you how coconut sugar is made.
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 4x Daily IDR 523.000Bali 2x Daily IDR 333.900Medan 10x Weekly IDR 399.900Pekanbaru Daily IDR 319.000Singapore 2x Daily IDR 409.000Surabaya 2x Daily IDR 234.900
 GETTING TO BANDUNG
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 BOOK NOW
 Green Sea Turtle hatchlings
 making their way to the sea © Zamree
 Mohd Noh
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PANGANDARAN & BATU KARASOn the isthmus connecting a national park with the mainland, Pangandaran’s volcanic black sand beaches are popular with surfers and local tourists. Batu Karas, a small fishing village an hour away, is known as Little Bali - a quiet alternative for those who want to learn how to surf.
 HOW•Husein Sastranegara Airport, Bandung (30 mins taxi) → Terminal Cicaheum, Bandung • Terminal Cicaheum (5-6 hrs bus) → PangandaranOR• Soekarno-Hatta International Airport, Jakarta (1.5 hrs bus) → Kampung Rambutan Terminal, Jakarta •Kampung Rambutan (7-9 hrs bus) → Pangandaran•Pangandaran (45 mins bus) → Cijulang•Cijulang (15 mins ojek) → Batu Karas
 CONTACTMy Pangandaran www.mypangandaran.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSLong-tail macaque, deer, wild buffalo
 FANS SUGGESTThe beaches of Pangandaran brighten up with colourful kites during the annual Pangandaran International Kite Festival, when performances, exhibits and other activities give visitors an excuse to get out of the water.
 East Pangandaran Beach at the close of day © Andrie Setio
 Fisherfolk at Pangandaran
 (CC BY) Eri Mowmow Heryawan
 The beautiful view of Pangandaran seen from a cliff!
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KEPULAUAN SERIBULiterally meaning “Thousand Islands”, the island group has over 100 islands and more than 200 reef platforms. A number of islands are designated as tourism islands, while others are fishing villages or exclusively owned by resorts. Try island hopping and find one best suited to your vacation style.
 HOW• Soekarno-Hatta International Airport, Jakarta (30 mins taxi) → Marina Ancol, Jakarta•Marina Ancol (20 mins-3.5 hrs boat) → Kepulauan Seribu
 CONTACTJakarta City Government Tourism & Culture Office+62215205455jakarta-tourism.go.id
 JAKARTA’S
 Wide expanses of sea and sky © Barry Kusuma
 Thousand Islands interior (CC BY) Danumurthi Mahendra
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSHawksbill Turtle, moray eels, stingrays
 FUN FACT!Kepulauan Seribu has a colourful history as a trading centre, bastion of defence, prison and quarantine island. Check out the ruins at Pulau Onrust and Pulau Kelor.
 peaceful secrets
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BOOK NOW
 Ibis Jakarta Kemayoran
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 TANJUNG LESUNGTanjung Lesung is known less for its white sand beach and clear waters than for its proximity to the world’s youngest active volcano, Anak Krakatau (Child of Krakatau) and Ujong Kulon National Park, home of the rarest large mammal on earth, the Javan rhinoceros.
 HOW• Soekarno-Hatta International Airport, Jakarta (30 mins taxi) → Marina Ancol/Pantai Mutiara Jakarta•Marina Ancol/Pantai Mutiara Jakarta (4 hrs boat) → Tanjung LesungOR• Soekarno-Hatta International Airport, Jakarta (3-4 hrs rental car) → Tanjung Lesung
 CONTACTCulture and Tourism Service of Banten Province+62254267060bantenculturetourism.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSMarlins, sailfishes, yellowfin tuna
 FUN FACT!The volcanic island of Krakatau violently exploded in 1883, killing over 35,000 people and changing much of the island’s
 landscape. Anak Krakatoa was born during the 1927 eruption and continues to grow 7 metres a year.
 Measure time on a geologic scale at Krakatau © Barry Kusuma
 Water fun!
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 7x Daily IDR 436.000Kota Kinabalu 3x Weekly IDR 523.000Penang 2x Daily IDR 489.000Bali 6x Daily IDR 223.900Makassar 14x Weekly IDR 489.000Semarang 2x Daily IDR 159.000Surabaya 3x Daily IDR 399.000Yogyakarta 3x Daily IDR 168.900Singapore 6x Daily IDR 249.000Bangkok Daily IDR 819.000Phuket 3x Weekly IDR 679.000Ho Chi Minh City 4x Weekly IDR 699.000
 GETTING TO JAKARTA
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
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SENGGIGIThe main tourist destination on Lombok is a delightful stroll on a pleasant promenade by the soft sandy beach! With options for travellers of any budget, one can expect a plethora of activities such as weaving villages, Gunung Rinjani and Pura Batu Bolong, a temple perched on top of a volcanic rock.
 HOW• Lombok International Airport (1 hr -1.5 hrs bemo/taxi/ ojek) → Senggigi
 CONTACTDepartment of Tourism - Mataram+62370621658
 LOMBOK
 Explore Lombok on a bike © Ervinna Hon Lee Ching
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSTurtles, manta and eagle rays, sharks, water snakes
 FUN FACT!Lombok and Bali are often compared to each other, as Lombok has retained some of the Hindu traditions Bali is known for, though majority adheres to Islam. The two islands are on either side of the Wallace Line, which delineates Australian and Southeast Asian animal species.
 The allure of
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 3x Weekly IDR 819.000
 GETTING TO LOMBOK
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
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BOOK NOW
 Novotel Lombok
 Manna Beach Villa
 Puri Mas Boutique Resort & Spa
 RECOMMENDED STAYS
 THE GILI ISLANDSTraditionally part of the Banana Pancake Trail for backpackers, the three Gilis (“small island” in the Sasak language) have retained their laidback appeal, making them the ideal spots for diving, relaxation and beach parties amidst untouched tranquil landscapes. No motorised vehicles spoil the islands’ charm.
 HOW• Lombok International Airport (1.5-2 hrs taxi) → Bangsal Harbour•Bangsal Harbour (20 mins boat) → Gili IslandsOR•Ngurah Rai Airport, Denpasar, Bali (90 mins taxi) → Padang Bai, Bali •Padang Bai (1.5 hrs fast boat, Fares, Schedules) → Gili Trawangan
 CONTACTDepartment of Tourism – Mataram +62370621658
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSTurtles, reef sharks, stingrays, moray eels, Scorpion Fish, Lionfish, octopus, Frogfish, manta rays, lobsters
 FUN FACT!The largest island, Gili Trawangan, is renowned for its full moon parties and nightlife, whilst the relatively peaceful and quiet Gili Meno and Gili Air draw families and honeymooners.
 KUTANot to be confused with its Balinese namesake, Lombok’s Kuta town is also a surfer’s mecca. Kuta Beach is best known, but a handful of other beaches and surf breaks are only a few minutes away from town. For a little more privacy, try the salt-and-pepper beaches of Tanjung Aan.
 HOW• Lombok International Airport (20-30 mins taxi) → Kuta
 CONTACTDepartment of Tourism - Mataram +62370621658
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!Every February, the Sasak people of Lombok celebrate Bau Nyale, a ceremony in which they catch sea worms appearing on Seger Beach (5km east of Kuta) during that time of year. The worms are said to be the hair of the legendary Princess Mandalika, who threw herself into the sea.
 Lombok’s very own Kuta Beach’s powdery sand beach and blue waters are welcoming! © Ipong Sudarsono
 © Schrene Goh
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PULAU SAMALONAOnce exclusively a playground for the Dutch elite, this coral island now boasts seven World War II wreckages, making it extremely popular for wreck diving. Try the seafood cooked over coconut shells as you watch the sun rise and set from the same spot.
 HOW• Sultan Hassanudin Airport, Makassar (45 mins taxi) → Fort Rotterdam• Fort Rotterdam (30 mins speedboat) → Pulau Samalona
 CONTACTOffice of Culture and Tourism, South Sulawesi+62411-878912celebes-tourism.com
 MAKASSAR,
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSDolphins, clown fishes, turtles, stingrays, Lionfish
 FUN FACT!Once over 6 hectares in size and currently 2.34 hectares, Pulau Samalona is shrinking by the day because of the rising sea water. It is estimated that the island will completely disappear by 2020.
 onwards and underwater
 Makassar has a long seafaring tradition
 Tongkonan, the traditional Toraja house
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BOOK NOW
 Bira’s famed beach © Muhammad Yusuf Rochmad Basuki
 Peaceful Pulau Selayar (CC BY 2.0) Arian Zwegers
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 4x Weekly IDR 557.000Balikpapan 14x Weekly IDR 329.000Jakarta 14x Weekly IDR 489.000
 GETTING TO MAKASSAR
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 TANJUNG BIRA & PULAU SELAYARGood things come to those who venture off the beaten track, and endure hours on the road to get to Selayar Island. Known for wall diving, it is located off Tanjung Bira (also Pantai Bira), a sleepy town with a picturesque beach and its own dive sites. Check with your guide for the best times for each dive site as currents can be very strong.
 HOW• Sultan Hassanudin Airport, Makassar (taxi) → Malengkeri Terminal•Malengkeri Terminal (rented APV) → Bulukumba•Bulukumba (minibus) → Bira OR Lappee Port, Bulukumba (express boat)•Bira OR Lappee Port, Bulukumba (express boat) → Benteng, Selayar (12 hrs total)
 OR• Sultan Hassanudin Airport, Makassar (5-6 hrs taxi) → Bira (2 hrs ferry)•Bira (2 hrs ferry) → Selayar
 CONTACTOffice of Culture and Tourism, South Sulawesi+62411-878912celebes-tourism.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSSharks, stingrays, turtles, Whale Shark, Sunfish, Scorpion Fish, moray eels, barracudas, Puffer Fish
 FUN FACT!The long maritime history of the locals is still very much alive and you can watch the Bugis boat builders working on their traditional phinisi schooners in Bulukumba.
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BOOK NOW
 Heart-stopping waves and breaks (CC BY 2.0) Colm Walsh
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 10x Weekly IDR 327.000
 GETTING TO PADANG
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 MENTAWAI ISLANDSThis group of four main islands and dozens of smaller islands off Sumatra not only has consistent surf breaks for experienced surfers, but also unique flora and fauna to boot. The fascinating culture of the native Mentawai people who have a penchant for body art is quite a unique sight as well.
 HOW•Padang Minangkabau Airport (1.5hrs taxi) → Bungus Port, Padang•Bungus Port (10-11 hrs ferry) → Maura Siberut, Pulau Siberut, MentawaiOR•Padang Minangkabau Airport (1.5hrs taxi) → Bungus Port, Padang
 PADANG coast •Bungus Port (surf charter boat) → MentawaiOR•Padang Minangkabau Airport (45 mins taxi) → Teluk Bayur, Padang• Teluk Bayur (4 hrs fast ferry) → Tua Pejat, Pulau Sipora, Mentawai OR•Padang Minangkabau Airport (1 hr charter flight) → Rokot Airport, Mentawai
 CONTACTWest Sumatra Tourism – Mentawai+62759320042 ws-tourism.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSMentawai Leaf-Monkey, Snub-Nosed Monkey, other endemic mammals
 FANS SUGGESTMentawai is not for those in a rush. Delays and long waits for boats are common, especially in the windy season from June to September, but the very sight of the islands is worth the journey.
 Surprises off the
 One of the dozens of Mentawai islets
 (CC BY 2.0) Colm Walsh
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BABELFrom PALEMBANG To
 The lighthouse at Pulau Lengkuas © Dewi Yudhistira
 Beyond the beach, the flavour of Bangka © Rina Trisella Muis
 BANGKA ISLANDNamed after the word for tin, the larger island of Bangka-Belitung province has wide white sand beaches with the most popular ones being Matras and Parai Tenggiri.There’s plenty to do and much history to uncover. Once you’ve discovered the different beaches, visit the Mentok Tin Smelter, Pemali Open Pit Mine and Pemali Hot Springs.
 HOW• Sultan Mahmud Badaruddin II Airport, Palembang (45 mins taxi) → Boom Baru, Palembang•Boom Baru (3 hrs fast boat / 5-6 hrs ferry) → Muntok, Bangka Island
 CONTACTProvincial Department of Culture and Tourism, Bangka & Belitung Islands+620717431143www.visitbangkabelitung.com
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!Built in 1826, Tanjung Kelian Old Lighthouse has 199 steps to the top, offering a great vantage point of Muntok’s beaches.
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Dramatic sunsets over Belitung rocks © Setiadi Darmawan/Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy, Republic of Indonesia
 GETTING TO PALEMBANG
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur Daily IDR 327.000
 BOOK NOW
 Pulau Lengkuas © Dewi Yudhistira
 BELITUNG ISLANDMainly a tin mining and palm oil plantation island, the smaller and more laidback half of BABEL (local term for Bangka Belitung) is surrounded by nearly 200 islands and islets with clear, shallow waters and some large granite formations. The island is popular for photography tours, so don’t forget your camera!
 HOW• Sultan Mahmud Badaruddin II Airport, Palembang (45 mins taxi) → Boom Baru, Palembang•Boom Baru (3 hrs fast boat/ 5-6 hrs ferry) → Muntok, Bangka Island•Muntok (3 hrs bus) → Pangkal Pinang, Bangka Island•Pangkal Pinang (4 hrs ferry) → Tanjung Pandan Harbour, Belitung Island
 CONTACTProvincial Department of Culture and Tourism, Bangka & Belitung Islands +620717431143 www.visitbangkabelitung.com
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACTBelitung was the setting of Andrea Hikara’s novel Laskar Pelangi (The Rainbow Troops), which was made into a film in 2008, sparking interest in the island as a tourist destination.
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PEKANBARU a taste of the good life
 BINTANThere are two sides to Riau Archipelago’s capital Bintan. Cosmopolitan and international hotels and designer golf courses scatter across Lagoi (Bintan Resorts) in the north; the popular Trikora Beaches which are the local hangout spots can be found in the east.
 HOW• Sultan Syarif Kasim II International Airport, Pekanbaru (30 mins taxi) → Pekanbaru•Pick-up at Pekanbaru hotel (3.5 hrs minivan) → Tanjung Buton• Tanjung Buton (7-8 hrs ferry) → Sri Bintan Pura, Tanjung Pinang
 OR•Changi Airport, Singapore (15 mins taxi) → Tanah Merah Ferry Terminal• Tanah Merah Ferry Terminal (1 hr ferry Fares & Schedules) → Bandar Bentan Telani, Bintan ResortsOR•Changi Airport, Singapore (15 mins taxi) → Tanah Merah Ferry Terminal• Tanah Merah Ferry Terminal (2 hrs ferry Schedules) → Sri Bintan Pura, Tanjung Pinang• Sri Bintan Pura (45 mins ferry) → Bandar Bentan Telani, Bintan ResortsOR• Senai Airport, Johor Bahru (45 mins taxi) → ZON Johor Bahru• ZON Johor Bahru (2.5 hrs ferry Schedules) → Sri Bintan Pura, Tanjung Pinang• Sri Bintan Pura (45 mins ferry) → Bandar Bentan Telani, Bintan Resorts
 CONTACTRiau Archipelago Tourism Office+62771443377
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSSea turtles, Silver Leaf Monkey, sunbirds, eagles
 FUN FACT!Although Bintan is in Indonesia and largely uses the rupiah, Singapore dollars and US dollars are the currencies of choice at Bintan Resorts.
 BOOK NOW
 From Frequency Fare FromBandung Daily IDR 319.000Kuala Lumpur Daily IDR 327.000
 GETTING TO PEKANBARU
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 A picturesque backdrop for your holiday photos (CC BY) Aimee Monteiro
 Dinner is an art (CC BY) aietoufie
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SEMARANGSojourn from
 An untouched paradise awaits at the remote archipelago © Matthew Mok
 KARIMUNJAWA ISLANDSLife is idyllic on the 27 islands of Karimunjawa, 22 of which are national marine reserves. Commune with nature at this former pirate base. Swim with sharks, marvel at the coral reefs on a glass bottom boat, go bird watching, visit the turtle conservation centre or even try spear fishing.
 HOW•Achmad Yani International Airport, Semarang (2 hrs taxi) → Jepara Kartini Harbour• Jepara Kartini Harbour (2.5 hrs fast ferry/ 6 hrs slow ferry) → Karimunjawa IslandsOR•Achmad Yani International Airport, Semarang (30 mins taxi) → Semarang Tanjung Emas Harbour• Semarang Tanjung Emas Harbour (3.5 hrs fast ferry) → Karimunjawa Islands
 OR• Semarang Airport (30 mins chartered flight) → Karimunjawa IslandsNote: Ferry services may be interrupted from December to February due to bad weather.
 CONTACTTourist Information Centre Karimunjawa+62297312253central-java-tourism.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSJavan Rusa Deer, Sunda Pangolin, White-Bellied Sea Eagle, Red-Breasted Parakeet, turtles
 FUN FACT!Karimunjawa’s name is said to come from the legend of Sunan Nyamplungan, whose father wanted to test his son’s knowledge of Islam and sent him to the islands. As the father could barely see the islands from Java (Kremun-kremun is Javanese for blurred), it became known as Karimun Island.
 GETTING TO SEMARANG
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 4x Weekly IDR 443.000Jakarta 2x Daily IDR 159.000
 BOOK NOW
 © Matthew Mok
 Dare you snorkel with the sharks in the breeding pool? © Matthew Mok
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From YOGYAKARTA to the Indian Ocean
 Beneath the blue waters lies a kaleidoscope of colourful coral life at Kukup Beach. © Yeng Yeow Fei
 Fancy a romantic horse carriage ride on Parangtritis Beach? © Normali Samsudin
 PARANGTRITIS & PARANGKUSUMOThough the Indian Ocean’s forceful waves may prohibit swimming, these adjacent beaches are popular because of their proximity to Yogyakarta. Fly a kite, ride an ATV or horse carriage, visit the sand dunes or enjoy the sunset. Catch the locals offering prayers at the Love Stone on Parangkusumo as well!
 HOW• Yogyakarta Adisucipto Airport (1 hr taxi) → Parangtritis/ParangkusumoOR• Yogyakarta Adisucipto Airport (10 mins taxi) → Giwangan Bus Station•Giwangan Bus Station, Yogyakarta (1 hr bus) → Parangtritis/Parangkusumo
 CONTACTYogyakarta Tourism Office+62274582628jogjatogo.com
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!In local lore, the Queen of the South Seas Nyai Roro Kidul is fond of the colour green. Visitors to Parangtritis are advised not to wear the colour or risk fatal misfortune.
 GETTING TO YOGYAKARTA
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 2x Daily IDR 563.000Jakarta 3x Daily IDR 168.900Bali Daily IDR 223.900Singapore Daily IDR 509.000
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BOOK NOW
 GUNUNG KIDULJava may not be known for its beaches, but the karst limestone landscape of Gunung Kidul offers a sense of adventure to day-trippers at the many rugged and exotic beaches. Beach row starts from the brown sands of Baron Beach in the West to the white sands of Indrayanti in the East.
 HOW• Yogyakarta Adisucipto Airport (10 mins taxi) → Giwangan Bus Station•Giwangan Bus Station, Yogyakarta (1-2 hrs bus) → Wonosari Bus Station•Wonosari Bus Station (1 hr bus/motorcycle/hired car) → Gunung Kidul beaches
 CONTACTYogyakarta Provincial Tourism Office +62274587486visitingjogja.com
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!There are over a dozen beaches along the stretch of coastline, each different in popularity and features. Cross the short bridge to the coral island at Pantai Kukup, watch the seaweed and sea urchin collectors at work at Ngobaran Beach, or try out one of the 250 rock climbing routes at Siung Beach.
 Wild, rugged and exotic – the beaches at Gunung Kidul © Yeng Yeow Fei
 Waiting for the sunset © Lee Kuan Heng
 Harvesting seaweed at Indrayanti Beach © Cahyo Leksono Nugroho
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Every trip we took became an incredible adventure and as we persevered through zany exploits, our bond emerged stronger than ever. Come away with us as we recount our romantic getaways to lands foreign yet mesmerising at every turn.
 By Haze Jalalludin
 Lombok, IndonesiaUnbeknownst to the average traveller, a few kilometres to the east of Bali lies this incredible floating gem called Lombok. Surrounding this enchanting island are tales of peace, seclusion and aquamarine waters duly named Gili Trawangan, Gili Meno and Gili Air. On these magical Gilis (“little island” in local Sasak dialect) we found the versatility of each other through the vast assortment of activities on the islands.
 Gili Trawangan – we found the little social butterfly in us take flight as we swapped stories with an abundance of backpackers on the boats
 to popular dive spots and on springy cidomo (carts pulled by local mustangs) rides around the island.
 Gili Meno – sandwiched between its siblings, Meno proved to be spectacular during sunset as we dined on the quietest and most scenic beaches. Just like us, we spotted numerous boats ferrying lovebirds seeking to reignite their spark with Meno’s famous candlelit dinners.
 Gili Air – amongst the simple beach chalets aimed at eco-tourists, it will always remain in our memories as the place we found ourselves amongst the most basic of needs. Quieter, greener and also the perfect location to hold hands as you spy Mount Rinjani towering over Lombok.
 Kochi, IndiaAs the winds caught the massive fish nets dangling above the calm waters near Fort Kochi and made them dance like maidens in the sunlight, we knew that we were in for something magical in this city.
 “A city born in storm, nurtured in rivalry and established as battling ground for European empires” duly sums up this diamond in the rough as many great influences left their marks in this city.
 SPECIAL FEATURE II
 LOVE IN EVERY
 SUNSET
 Our sunset dinner on Gili Meno, Lombok.
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Though devoid of the normal beach merrymaking, Beach Road in Kochi still attracts droves of visitors dipping their feet into the waters as we watched fisherman cast their nets for the day’s catch.
 But we found out the real heart of Kochi lies in its food, as we dipped warm breads
 into richly spiced curries enhanced with the freshest fish. With the sea
 breeze cooling down the burn on our tongues, it gave way to rising heat on
 our cheeks as we shared an unspoken moment in the
 discovery of Kochi’s secret.
 The magical fishing nets of Fort Kochi
 Saying goodbye to TV, mobile connection and the internet, so we have more time for each other
 Rawa, MalaysiaJust like every island in the South China Sea is surrounded by clear azure waters, Pulau Rawa holds its own as a little slice of paradise for those who seek refuge from the tyranny of modern life. As we bounced off our seats with every wave, we could feel the strain from everyday life started to bounce off from our weary shoulders as well.
 Arriving on the island, you can see the only two resorts that can be found. It’s not because there were no demands for more resorts, but because the owners of the island (the royal family of Johor) wished to keep the island as lowly populated as possible. In other words, you only see a small number of people enjoying slow walks on the beach, steady-paced canoeing on the pristine waters or our personal favourite – walking through the lush greenery behind the resorts and standing at the edge of the cliff to watch the sunset.
 Yes, this is the place we want to be when yearning for modern resort amenities, complete privacy, along with the feeling that we have all the time in the world.
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El Nido, PhilippinesThe view from Palawan looks like it came of a “Wish you were here” postcard that some long-lost high school rivals of yours decided to send to you from their last vacation.
 Taking any form of pictures with El Nido’s limestone cliffs in the background will surely bring numerous likes to your Facebook album, as we bemusedly found out after posting up our very own untouched pictures.
 Visiting this protected area proved to be the most exhilarating trip as we had numerous close encounters of the wild kind! While I tried to blend in with the olive Ridley Turtles, my other half took the funniest photos of our antics.
 When it was all said and done, we were more than happy to play our part in the conservation efforts. These included not buying any souvenirs made from animals (turtle shell, birds nest, etc), saving on electricity and even having the awareness of not accidentally harming
 any wildlife (i.e. corals). Seeing the effort taken by your partner as they lend a helping hand to mother nature only made this trip even sweeter…at least for me it did *wink*.
 Koh Russei, CambodiaDevoid of the cliché of white sand, Koh Russei flaunts its golden sand nuggets as they glimmer in the warm Cambodian sunlight. We spotted this little island as it was advertised as Bamboo Island on the famous Sihanoukville, only an hour’s ride away from the mainland. After spending time in densely populated places with too many modern amenities, the laidback nature of Koh Russei was a welcome change.
 Rustic and simple, this island offers the only the basic necessities you need in the form of numerous bungalows spread across the island. We found the bucket-showers ingenuity refreshing and planned to do the same in one of our next house projects.
 We spent most of our time on the beaches on Koh Russei talking about little things while collecting a wide assortment of seashells that now adorn the handmade mirror hanging in our living room. A definite conversational piece and a fond reminder of how we fell in love all over again.
 The beginning of more to comeAs they say love can not only be found at the tip of cupid’s arrow but also discovered through life’s many phases, and as we travelled from one phase to the next, we also discovered the depths of our affection for each other. If we could do it, I’m sure you and your dear one could discover more on any of these enchanting islands.
 El Nido – a place we wished we
 could call home
 It’s just us and the beach full of seashells!
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JAPAN
 NAMINOUE BEACHImagine this – 15 minutes upon landing in Naha Airport, Okinawa, you’re soaking your toes in the cool clear waters on Naminoue Beach. Experience recreation and relaxation without leaving the city at this popular family beach, where you can swim, picnic or even fire up a barbeque.
 HOW•Naha Airport, Okinawa (15 mins taxi) → Naminoue Beach
 CONTACTOkinawa Tourism +81988596123www.okinawastory.jp/en
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!Naminoue is frequented by locals who swim early and late in the day for health reasons. You can also pay a visit to the nearby Naminoue Shrine that sits on a hill overlooking the entire beach.
 OKINAWAJapan’s playground
 Past the bridge of Naminoue (CC BY) Tsutomu Kamimori
 Have some soba in Okinawa (CC BY) Banzai Hiroaki
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KERAMA ISLANDSOnly a short ride away from Naha, lies a cluster of twenty six islands between Kume and Okinawa, where they are known for their amazing coral and marine life, making it the ultimate snorkelling and diving oasis.
 HOW•Naha Airport, Okinawa (20 mins taxi) → Tomari Port• Tomari Port (1 hr 10 mins ferry) → Zamami Island, Kerama Islands
 CONTACTZamami Tourist Information Center +81989872277
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSMarlins, tuna, mahi-mahis, Wahoo, Humpback Whales, barracudas, palette sturgeons, Blue-green Chromis, Purple Queen Anthias, Circular Spadefish, manta rays
 FUN FACT!Humpback whale watching in early February till end of March is very popular around the Kerama Islands!
 Dive deep into the waters of Kerama Islands and get up close and personal with fascinating marine life! © Klaus Stiefel & Piranha Divers Okinawa/JNTO
 Shuri Castle (CC BY) Kabacchi
 Catch a street festival in Naha (CC BY) Harada Daigo
 Performers in traditional dress at Shuri
 Castle Park (CC BY) David Pursehouse
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BOOK NOW
 IRIOMOTE ISLANDBlessed with warm tropical climate, Iriomote Island is unquestionably one of the few great wildernesses of Japan. A favourite for eco-tourists, the national park boasts jungles, mangroves, waterfalls and rivers. The island also boasts the distinctive star sand beach Hoshizuna no Hama.
 HOW•Naha Airport, Okinawa (1 hr flight) → Ishigaki Port• Ishigaki Port → Ohara Port (35 mins ferry)/Uehara Port (40 mins ferry)
 CONTACTOkinawa Tourism +81988596123www.okinawastory.jp/en
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSIriomote Cat, Crested Serpent Eagle, coconut crabs, world’s largest sea cucumber (kurenaiooikarinamako)
 FUN FACT!The indigenous and critically endangered Iriomote Cat or ‘yamaneko’ can be sighted across the island … on souvenirs and signboards that is.
 Diving in Kerama Islands (CC BY) etepon
 The best way to go around the island is
 atop a buffalo wagon! © Y.Shimizu /JNTO
 Take a boat ride and explore the lush greenery of Iriomote Island! © Y.Shimizu/JNTO
 From Frequency Fare FromTokyo Narita Daily JPY 6680
 GETTING TO OKINAWA
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
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MALAYSIA
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JOHOR BAHRUSouthern exposures in
 PULAU RAWAExclusivity is the name of the game, where the privately-owned island of the Johor Sultanate is a little gem that houses only 2 small resorts. No TV, no phone lines, no cars and no stress – Rawa’s waters are so clear that every visitor couldn’t resist exclaiming “Holy crap, look at that water!”
 HOW• Senai Airport, Johor Bahru (2 hrs taxi) → Mersing Jetty, Johor•Mersing Jetty (30 mins speedboat) → Rawa Island
 CONTACTJohor Tourist Centre +6077991204www.rawa.com.my
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSBlack tip sharks, Malayan Sea Eagle
 Rawa’s rustic charm
 (CC BY-ND) Daniel Ho
 A true angler’s piece of heaven! (CC BY) Kevin Poh
 Pulau Rawa (CC BY-ND) Le Journal de Maman
 (CC BY-ND) Le Journal de Maman
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PULAU SIBUOf all the islands in Johor, Sibu Island is the most-loved for its beautiful amass of coral reefs. Red, blue, green, purple and more – the explosion of colours below the waters has drawn the masses, whilst its quiet and charming beaches are perfect for horse-trotting or a game of beach volleyball.
 HOW• Senai Airport (2 hrs taxi) → Tanjung Leman Jetty, Johor• Tanjung Leman Jetty (30 mins ferry) → Sibu Island
 CONTACTJohor Tourism Department+6072234935 www.johortourism.com.my
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSBlack tip sharks, Malayan Sea Eagle
 FUN FACT!Sibu Island is home to the ‘Adopt A Coral’ programme, where you can contribute to the conservation efforts of these beautiful coral reefs. The initiative transplants the corals to preserve the marine biodiversity.
 Have your fill of water sports
 on Sibu © Johor Tourism
 © Tourism Johor
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After the islands, the shopping centres beckon.
 • Mersing Jetty (2 hrs speedboat) → Pemanggil Island
 CONTACTJohor Tourism Department+6072234935 www.johortourism.com.my
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGS Black Marlin, Giant Trevally, Great Barracuda, Narrowbarred Mackerel, groupers, snappers
 FUN FACT! Batu Buau (The Buau Rock) is regarded as the sacred guardian of the island. There is a legend surrounding the rock where an Indonesian man heard a voice beckoning from the island, and he brought his entire family to settle at the foot of the rock.
 PULAU PEMANGGILRoughly translated as the ‘beckoning’ island and named after an old mysterious Malay myth, the island calls out to true blue anglers as they come from far and wide to cast-off into the waters surrounding this rich island.
 HOW• Senai Airport (2 hrs taxi) → Mersing Jetty
 BOOK NOW
 Pristine beaches of Pemanggil
 © Johor Tourism
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 2x Daily MYR 84Kota Kinabalu 18x Weekly MYR 121Kuching 2x Weekly MYR 104Miri 3x Weekly MYR 124Penang 2x Daily MYR 104Sibu 4x Weekly MYR 124
 GETTING TO JOHOR BAHRU
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 © Tourism Johor
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PULAU PERHENTIAN Comprising two islands – Perhentian Besar (Big) and Perhentian Kecil (Small), everything you need for that perfect holiday is right here. Perhentian Besar boasts one of the most beautiful diving sites with its mass array of fishes and marine life, and Perhentian Kecil is where you unwind with fellow travelers all over the world exchanging cultures and travel stories. No matter what your penchant is, the islands are popular holiday destinations with dazzling beauty both underwater and out-of-water.
 HOW•Kota Bharu Airport (45 mins taxi) → Tok Bali Jetty OR•Kuala Terengganu Airport (1.5 hrs taxi) → Kuala Besut Jetty•Kuala Besut/Tok Bali Jetty (30 mins fast boat/1.5 hrs slow boat) → Pulau Perhentian
 CONTACTTerengganu Tourism Information Centre+6096231553tourism.terengganu.gov.my
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSWhite tip reef shark, triggerfish, turtles, nudibranches, Humphead Wrasse, sea eagle
 FANS SUGGESTIt is a part of a National Marine Park, so be careful not to destroy the corals. No fishing and no littering either!
 PANTAI CAHAYA BULANSwaying casuarinas and palm trees invite you to lie down on the golden sand beach overlooking the blue waters of “Moonlight Beach”. Known as the most popular beach in Kelantan, Pantai Cahaya Bulan is a short drive from the city and you can stop by traditional
 villages along the way. The local shops boast traditional handicrafts, including the iconic Malaysian Wau (kite).
 HOW •Kota Bharu (15 mins taxi) → Pantai Cahaya Bulan
 CONTACTKelantan Tourism Board +6097477554tic.kelantan.gov.my
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!It was previously known as “Pantai Cinta Berahi” (Passionate Love Beach) based on the legend of a British soldier with an unrequited love during the World War II. Though the name has changed, it still maintains its acronym PCB.
 The timeless charm ofKOTA BHARU
 Whale Shark at Perhentian © Nick Longfellow
 FromKuala Lumpur
 Frequency8x Daily
 Fare FromMYR 84
 GETTING TO KOTA BHARU
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
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Fiery sunset at the end of a hot day at Kota Kinabalu © Jeffrey Lee Jia
 KOTA KINABALUGreat peaks and reefs of
 CONTACTSabah Tourism Board +6088212121sabahtourism.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGS Mantis Shrimp, Scorpionfish, Bluespotted Stingray, Green Turtle, Hawksbill Turtle, Whale Shark (seasonal), White-bellied Sea Eagle, monitor lizards
 FANS SUGGESTMake sure to pre-book at one of the local dive centres in Kota Kinabalu if you’re planning to dive at Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park.
 TUNKU ABDUL RAHMAN MARINE PARKColourful coral reefs and 12,185 acres of cerulean waters – the islands Manukan, Sapi, Mamutik, Gaya and Sulug each boasts its own individual charm and distinct vibe, from beautiful diving spots, magnificent views of the Kinabalu Park mountains to day tripping activities and picnic-friendly beaches. Enjoy the underwater world by going sea walking.
 HOW• Kota Kinabalu Airport (12 mins taxi) → Jesselton Point Ferry Terminal•Jesselton Point Ferry Terminal (15 mins speedboat) → Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park
 Five-in-one diving destination at TAR Park! © Tourism Sabah
 BEYOND THIS GUIDE Paradise on Earth
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BOOK NOW
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 14x Daily MYR 134Clark Daily MYR 139Hong Kong 10x Weekly MYR 254Guangzhou Daily MYR 299Johor Bahru 18x Weekly MYR 121Kuching 2x Daily MYR 111Miri Daily MYR 84Penang Daily MYR 144Sandakan 2x Daily MYR 74Shenzhen Daily MYR 294Singapore Daily MYR 173Taipei 4x Weekly MYR 274Tawau 17x Weekly MYR 84
 GETTING TO KOTA KINABALU
 Shangri-La’s Tanjung Aru Resort & Spa
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 TANJUNG ARUWithin striking distance from the heart of Kota Kinabalu is the beautiful, progressive beach of Tanjung Aru. There are so many things you can do here, from beach soccer, touch rugby and even Ultimate Frisbee! Take a break at one of the stalls for local meals and snacks. Many establishments are open until late at night so you can view the world-famous Sabah sunsets and live it up until the wee hours!
 HOW•Kota Kinabalu Airport (7 mins taxi) → Tanjung Aru Beach
 CONTACTSabah Tourism Board+6088212121sabahtourism.com
 ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGESTYou can see Manukan, Mamutik and Sulug islands from here! Best viewed at sunset (6-6.15 PM local time).
 Mt Kinabalu, one of Southeast Asia’s highest peaks © Ng Wai Han
 Have your fill of seafood in Kota Kinabalu!
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From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur Daily MYR 134
 GETTING TO LABUAN
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 LABUAN MARINE PARKBeautiful but wild, the reef atolls of the former World War II harbour base feature long stretches of beaches, lush jungles and pristine waters. The three islands or rather “Jewels of Labuan” are great camping and picnic sites, and the four wrecks are famous haunts for novice and advanced divers.
 HOW• Labuan Airport (20 mins taxi) → Victoria Harbour, Labuan
 • Victoria Harbour (30 mins boat charter) → Labuan Marine Park
 CONTACTLabuan Tourism www.labuantourism.gov.my
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSTurtles, sea snakes, barracudas, marble rays, Lionfish, Scorpionfish, Batfish
 FUN FACT!Local authority bans fishing and anchoring to preserve the untouched waters. Back on mainland, the duty-free shopping is worth mentioning for its lower-than-usual prices.
 A view of the South China Sea from the Labuan anchorage © Afdal Rahman
 LABUANThe Jewels of
 Waiting for the Labuan sunset
 atop its shore side cliffs
 © Ellyse NgThe marine park has magnificent
 seascapes and sea life
 © Tourism Malaysia
 BOOK NOW
 Labuan Bird Park © Willie Sim Vui Lee
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LANGKAWILinger in
 OR•Penang Airport (30 mins taxi) → Swettenham Pier, Penang•Swettenham Pier (2 hrs ferry) → Pulau Payar Marine Park
 CONTACTDepartment of Marine Parks - Kedah www.dmpm.nre.gov.my
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGS Blacktip reef sharks, jacks, barracudas, giant groupers, Parrotfish
 FANS SUGGESTPulau Payar has Malaysia’s first and only reef platform. The coral pontoon has an underwater observation hall for convenient viewing.
 PULAU PAYAR MARINE PARKFour uninhabited islands with surrounding coral reefs with a fascinating diversity of marine life make up the marine park. The beautiful “Coral Garden”, an area filled with bright multi-hued soft corals that turns the underwater landscape into a rainbow kingdom, is the most popular amongst divers.
 HOW• Langkawi Airport (40 mins taxi) → Kuah Jetty•Kuah Jetty (45 mins speedboat) → Pulau Payar Marine ParkOR•Alor Setar Airport (40 mins taxi) → Kuala Kedah Jetty•Kuala Kedah Jetty (45 mins speedboat) → Pulau Payar Marine Park
 One of the islands at the Pulau Payar Marine Park © Alvin Chua
 Catch some sun at the pontoon© Li Jiayin
 Your tour of Langkawi starts here at Eagle Square
 71©AirAsia Berhad 2012. All rights reserved. |
 http://www.dmpm.nre.gov.my/ptl_kedah.html?&lang=en

Page 72
						

PANTAI CENANGLangkawi’s longest and most developed beach has none of the rowdy, loud nightlife of Southeast Asia’s party islands though the bars and restaurants provide a lively nightlife. One of Southeast Asia’s largest aquaria and a legendary karting circuit are only minutes away, ideal for the young-at-heart.
 HOW• Langkawi Airport (20 mins taxi) → Pantai Cenang
 CONTACTLangkawi Development Authority Tourism Division +6049667186lada.gov.my/tourism
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!Langkawi’s duty free status makes it a great place for shopping, and it’s just so easy to get around with rented motorbikes and cars!
 Pantai Cenang sunset (CC BY-ND) Amani Hasan
 A colourful ascent on a parasail © Loo Su Chian
 A walk in the clouds at the Lang-
 kawi Sky Bridge © Zuhry Albariqgh
 Rainbow Crustacean at Langkawi Underwater World © Ellyse Ng
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Telaga Tujuh Waterfalls (CC BY) Phalinn Ooi
 PANTAI KOKTelaga Harbour Park, a marina, luxury resorts and a boardwalk lend Pantai Kok a classy character. From the Oriental Village, take the cable car to Mount Mat Cincang, where the sky bridge presents unforgettable views of Langkawi and beyond.
 HOW• Langkawi Airport (20 mins taxi) → Pantai Kok
 CONTACTLangkawi Development Authority Tourism Division+6049667186lada.gov.my/tourism
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!When Thailand turned Hollywood down for the movie “Anna and the King”, the production team recreated the Summer Palace of Chiang Mai on Pantai Kok because of its great beauty and lush greenery.
 Fancy some laksa?
 © Adam Lee/Travel 3Sixty
 From here to infinity at the Sheraton Langkawi, Pantai Kok © Adam Lee/Travel 3Sixty
 All aboard! (CC BY-ND) Dmitry Klimenko
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BOOK NOW
 Casa del Mar Tanjung Rhu Resort
 RECOMMENDED STAYS
 HOW• Langkawi Airport (40 mins taxi) → Pantai Pasir Tengkorak/Tanjung Rhu
 CONTACTLangkawi Development Authority – Tourism Division+6049667186 lada.gov.my/tourism
 ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGESTThere are many legends on how Pantai Pasir Tengkorak (Skull Sand Beach) got its name. A local folklore suggests that a sea monster devoured ships and spat out the human skulls on the beach. Another possibility is that inmates from a prison on Tarutao Island escaped and those who did not make it were washed ashore.
 PANTAI PASIR TENGKORAK AND TANJUNG RHUA nature lover will love Langkawi’s northern coast, where one can explore the mysterious caves or hop on a boat for a mangrove river cruise. Tanjung Rhu has the island’s best beaches with a range of watersports activities, whilst Pantai Pasir Tengkorak is a quiet refuge away from the holidaymakers.
 Go fishing whenever you please in Langkawi © Fidelis Chin
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 9x Daily MYR 104Penang Daily MYR 64Singapore Daily MYR 219
 GETTING TO LANGKAWI
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 Who can resist the call of Tanjung Rhu?
 © Tan Poh Shan
 Macaque (CC BY-ND) Dmitry Klimenko74 | ©AirAsia Berhad 2012. All rights reserved.
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PENANGThe natural side of
 MONKEY BEACHThe best beach in Penang is also known as Teluk Duyung, with its white sandy beach, jellyfish-free water and of course, the company of monkeys! It’s a refreshing break away from civilization, and adventurous travellers will be pleased with its canopy walk, hiking trails and camping facilities nearby.
 HOW•Penang International Airport (1 hr taxi) → Penang National Park entrance, Teluk Bahang•Penang National Park entrance (5 mins boat) → Monkey BeachOR•Penang National Park’s entrance (1.5 hrs walk) → Monkey Beach
 CONTACTPenang State Tourism +6042288861visitpenang.gov.my
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSCrab-Eating Macaque, White-Bellied Sea Eagle, Green Turtle, flying squirrels, flying lemurs
 FANS SUGGESTMind your belongings. Don’t bring any valuables unless you want them to end up on top of a tree with the monkeys.
 (CC BY-ND) Matthew Kang
 Kuan Yin, Goddess of Mercy, at Kek
 Lok Si Temple
 Beware of new friends who would most probably play a prank on you! © Adelene Song Ai Lian
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BATU FERRINGHI & TANJUNG BUNGAH Penang’s most popular tourist haunt, Batu Ferringhi is a long stretch of beaches and coves lined with world-class resorts, international restaurants, massage parlours, beachware-stocked shops and cafes. Tanjung Bungah is a dynamic place for watersports enthusiasts and offers great seafood.
 HOW•Penang International Airport (40 mins taxi) → Tanjung Bungah• Tanjung Bungah (10 mins taxi) → Batu Ferringhi
 CONTACTPenang State Tourism +6042288861/+6042288862 visitpenang.gov.my
 ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGESTNo need to go far for the souvenirs knick-knacks as there is a daily night market from 6pm till 11pm located right in front of the hotels along the main road.
 Sea, sun and fun at Batu Ferringhi!
 Art is everywhere in Penang © Oanh Nguyen Kim
 Prep your boards at Tanjung Bungah (CC BY) amrufm
 Assam Laksa is one of Penang’s specialties.
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BOOK NOW
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 8x Daily MYR 74Kota Kinabalu Daily MYR 144 Johor Bahru 2x Daily MYR 104Kuching Daily MYR 134Langkawi Daily MYR 64Hong Kong Daily MYR 274Singapore 3x Daily MYR 164Bangkok Daily MYR 244Jakarta Daily MYR 253Medan 3x Daily MYR 124Surabaya 3x Weekly MYR 244
 GETTING TO PENANG
 Flamingo by the Beach
 Lone Pine Hotel
 Jerejak Rainforest Resort
 RECOMMENDED STAYS
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 PULAU JEREJAKThe island has a long history – it was a former quarantine centre for immigrants, a cemetery, a drug rehabilitation centre and a maximum security prison, among other things. Putting its past behind, the “Malaysian Alcatraz” is now a nature lover’s dream come true with only one resort on the island where you can either relax or get active with numerous choices of outdoor activities, including rock and wall climbing, jungle trekking, camping and abseiling.
 HOW• Penang International Airport (15 mins taxi) → Jerejak Jetty • Jerejak Jetty (5 mins boat, Fares & Schedules) → Pulau Jerejak
 CONTACTPenang State Tourism +6042288861visitpenang.gov.my
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSWhite-bellied Sea Eagle, Long-Tailed Macaque, monitor lizards, mangrove snakes
 FUN FACTFrancis Light, the founder of modern Penang, was said to have arrived in Pulau Jerejak in early 1786 before heading to Penang.
 Weekend getaway in striking distance to civilization
 A glimpse of the city skyline from the island.
 Penang is synonymous with good food! CC BY
 Reedz Malik
 78 | ©AirAsia Berhad 2012. All rights reserved.
 https://www.tune2big.com/web/guest/login?
 http://www.holidaycity.com/pulaujerejakferries/
 http://www.holidaycity.com/pulaujerejakferries/
 http://visitpenang.gov.my
 http://booking.airasia.com/Search.aspx?culture=en-GB&origin1=KUL&destination1=PEN&cid=island-eguide-en-PEN
 https://www.airasiago.com/en-my/hotel/flamingo-by-the-beach-penang-328472?inttkn=TrvMGfqFaiTsm96u
 https://www.airasiago.com/en-my/hotel/lone-pine-hotel-227485?inttkn=posBJ2zHAAIho3pT
 https://www.airasiago.com/en-my/hotel/jerejak-rainforest-resort-152883?inttkn=xV8GGIOHJjliku4h

Page 79
						

BOOK NOW
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 3x Daily MYR 154Kota Kinabalu 2x Daily MYR 77
 GETTING TO SANDAKAN
 Swiss-Inn Waterfront Sandakan
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 TURTLE ISLAND PARKThis safe haven for the endangered Green and Hawksbill Turtles gives visitors a rare view of the turtles laying their eggs, as well as baby turtles being released to the sea. Truly a magical experience for animal and nature lovers! Can’t get enough of wildlife? Explore Sandakan’s other sanctuaries for land and air creatures at Labuk Bay and Kinabatangan River.
 HOW• Sandakan Airport (10 mins rented car) → Sandakan Jetty• Sandakan Jetty (1 hr boat) → Turtle Island Park
 CONTACTSabah Parks +6088486432www.sabahparks.org.my
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSGreen Turtle, Hawksbill Turtle
 FANS SUGGESTThe best time to see the turtles lay their eggs is between July and October. Book your slot months ahead as this is a very popular destination with limited places available.
 Spot the turtle tracks at Turtle Island Park’s Selingan Island (CC BY-ND) Stéphane Enten
 Who says you can only hang out with turtles in Sandakan? (CC BY) Stephanie Levy
 Get up close and personal with the Hawksbill Turtle © Jason Isley
 SANDAKANA sanctuary called
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TAWAUThe legendary depths of
 The path to total serenity at Kapalai Island © Irvin Hanni
 SIPADAN AND THE ISLANDS
 OF SEMPORNALocated in the heart of the Indo-Pacific basin is one of the richest marine habitats, with more than 3000 species of fishes as well as
 hundreds of coral species that form a gorgeous underwater world. Avid divers come here for the world-renowned Sipadan Island, though
 there are more than 50 islands around including Mabul, Kapalai, Mataking, Pom Pom, and Sibuan.
 HOW• Tawau Airport (1 hr car/ minivan) → Semporna Jetty• Semporna Jetty (1 hr boat) → Sipadan/Mabul/Kapalai
 CONTACTSabah Tourism Board+6088212121sabahtourism.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSSharks, Whale Shark, octopus, dolphins, Crocodile Fish, Devil Scorpionfish, Blue Spotted Stingrays, trevally, Mandarin Fish, Frog Fish, Ornate Ghost Pipefish, Red Tooth Tiger Fish
 FANS SUGGESTDo look for accommodation in Mabul or Kapalai, as the government has abolished all resorts in Sipadan in an effort to preserve the beauty of the island.
 FUN FACT!You can send snail mail from under the sea at Mataking Island, where there is an underwater post office - one of only five in the whole world!
 Diving is a must in Sipadan!
 © Harijadi Witaria
 “Wanna swim with
 me?” A Hawksbill Turtle at Sipadan © William Lim
 BOOK NOWBEYOND THIS GUIDE Paradise Point
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 3x Daily MYR 154Kota Kinabalu 17x Weekly MYR 87
 GETTING TO TAWAU
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
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TERENGGANUSplendid
 REDANG ISLANDTouted as one of the best snorkelling and diving spots in Malaysia, the Redang archipelago comprises 9 breathtaking islands that are teeming with marvellous marine life and white serene beaches.
 HOW•Kuala Terengganu Airport (45 mins taxi) → Merang Jetty•Merang Jetty (45 mins speedboat) (Fares & Schedules) → Redang
 CONTACTTerengganu Tourism Office+6096309433 tourism.terengganu.gov.my
 ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGESTCapture memorable underwater moments! If you don’t have an underwater camera, have your pictures with corals and sea creatures taken by diving photographers around the island.
 Find Nemo in Redang! © Yeoh Ee Pheng
 © Andre Sutanto
 White sandy beaches galore at Redang Island! © Looi Siang Shing
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RANTAU ABANGLocated on mainland Terengganu itself, it’s the perfect spot to simply laze around, enjoy the cool ocean breeze and sip on fresh coconut juice as you wait for the Leatherback Turtles to come ashore.
 HOW•Kuala Terengganu Airport (45 mins taxi) → Marang•Marang (50 mins bus) → Rantau Abang
 CONTACTTerengganu Tourism Office+6096309433 tourism.terengganu.gov.my
 ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGESTCome and see if you’re lucky enough to catch a glimpse of the Leatherback Turtles laying their eggs! Best month for turtle-watching is between May and August.
 One of Kuala Terengganu’s distinctive mosques (CC BY) Abie Sudionio
 A relaxing family stroll (CC BY) amrufm
 Between the rocks is a cool place (CC BY) amrufm
 © Liona Chin Chiew Moi
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BOOK NOW
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 2x Daily MYR 79
 GETTING TO TERENGGANU
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 LANG TENGAH ISLANDIn between the two famous islands Redang and Perhentian, lies Terengganu’s best-kept secret. With waters so clear you could snorkel right from the beach; its vast marine life and coral kingdom will leave you speechless.
 HOW•Kuala Terengganu Airport (45 mins taxi) → Tanjung Aru Beach•Merang Jetty (40 mins speedboat) → Lang Tengah Island
 CONTACTTerengganu Tourism Office+6096309433 tourism.terengganu.gov.my
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSWhale sharks, manta rays, dolphins, Pilot Whales, Blacktip Sharks, dory fishes, Puffer Fish, turtles
 FUN FACT!There are about 15 dive sites with a maximum diving depth of 31 meters. These include the famous Karang Nibong Laut, Karang Bahar and Tanjung Nibong.
 The warm welcoming waters beckon you to jump right in!
 © Ellyse Ng
 Stunning sandy beach © Koh Ling
 Under the swaying palms© Matthew Mok
 BEYOND THIS GUIDE You + Malaysia = Exhilarating Adventures
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SPECIAL FEATURE III
 UNDERWATER
 WORLDS
 Scuba Diving One of the most commercial forms of exploration of the ocean floor, the scuba diver is armed with an air cylinder, wetsuit, fins as well as a diving mask as he moves underwater, sometimes aided by a diver propulsion vehicle.
 A diving license is needed to be authorized to dive in waters. The best diving spots in the world can be found in Asia, namely Indonesia’s mystical Raja Ampat Islands, Sipadan Island in Malaysia, Thailand’s beautiful Similan Islands and Bali’s Nusa Penida dive spots.
 Drift Diving Taking the term “going with the flow” literally, drift diving uses the ocean’s currents to carry the diver through longer distances underwater. There is less interaction with the underwater life, but in the sediment-free tidal streams, you’ll still be able to have clear visibility of the marine kingdom.
 Only trained professionals are allowed to go on drift diving excursions, and a supporting boat will follow the divers using a surface marker buoy. The exhilarating dive experience can be found in the crystal clear waters of Bali, where Nusa Penida’s 4 Drift Dives start from the Biasmunting Peninsula and finish at Krambitan Peninsular.
 Ever wondered what goes on underneath the wild wave surface of the blue cerulean oceans? Though it’s been said that man’s final frontier is space, there is still the insatiable curiosity for the marine kingdom and all its allure, mystery and myths. For those who are born to do more than to swim, here are some newer experiences to dive right in to your marine adventure! By Ellyse Ng
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Kayak Diving Also known as dive-yak, it’s recreational diving that allows divers to access locations that are not accessible from the shore or by powered boats. Combining the best of sea-kayaking experience along with the underwater magic, the kayak drops an anchor and the buoyancy compensator attached to the diving cylinders is inflated and pushed overboard.
 Divers then slide overboard, climb into their jackets while floating whilst tying the diving reel to themselves so they can find themselves back. It’s also important to have a “diver down flag” so that passers-by will not mistake the kayak as abandoned. Several dive-yaks can be found in the Tunku Abdul Rahman marine parks in Sabah, Malaysia.
 Wreck Diving There’s something magical about exploring an underwater shipwreck site; the many marine life swimming about as the old rigs and rusted metal tell you their story. Often with an exciting or tragic history, wreck diving is a new skill challenge for scuba divers, as they dive into their archeological ‘dig’. Labuan is Malaysia’s best wreck diving spot, as the island saw much action during World War II, thus producing four truly mesmerising wreck dive sites.
 Snuba The unique combination of snorkelling and scuba diving is brought together by Snuba International, where the swimmer uses fins, diving mask, weights and diving regulators just like the usual scuba diving, but the air comes from the tanks on
 pontoon rafts. The limit of Snuba is a depth of six metres, and strong currents or waves
 One needs to come with a curious mind and an open heart to explore the dark abysses of the mysterious wrecks.
 Your closest encounter with the magnificent great white through the bars of a cage – only for the brave-at-heart!
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are the bane of every Snuba diver. This unique underwater activity can be found amongst the beautiful reefs of Okinawa, as well as several bays in Phuket and Phi Phi Island.
 Cage Diving Divers are allowed to come into close proximity to the sharks at their natural habitat whilst a metal cage provides a tactile deterrent to the predators, though there have been cases where 20-foot Great Whites managed to bite through the bars. If you
 land in Melbourne, hop on over to Adelaide where Port Lincoln marine is where you’ll find operators for cage diving. A short boat ride away from the port is where the action happens – the crew starts to chum the waters with fish blood and offal, baiting the magnificent Great White to the boat before the cage is lowered.
 Seawalking The name says it all. You’re literally walking on the floor of the ocean, as the colourful fishes
 swim right in front of your eye. A 30kg astronaut-like helmet is connected to a hose that pumps in air whilst air pressure prevents water from getting into the helmet. Calm waters are the best condition for sea walking, and Boracay in the Philippines and the islands off the Kota Kinabalu shoreline at Sapi Island, Sabah, Malaysia are ideal for such activities.
 Wall Diving Think dramatic vertical terrains, coupled with a challenging dive amongst flourishing habitats of small tropical reef fish and large pelagic fishes. The underwater walls usually start at a shallow point, and slowly descend into the deep abyss, whilst the diver feels the thrill of being suspended in the ocean without any visible bottom.
 Famous for its coral overhangs, Sipadan Island in Malaysia is also famous for its wall diving where you can find more than 3000 species of wonderful marine life.
 In need of a new perspective? Follow the coral walls all the way down to the bottom of the ocean.
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CLARK Fun starts in
 Jump shots are best with friends (CC BY) Francis Ritualo
 ANILAOThe centre of the Philippines’ diving experience is right here in Anilao, Mabini. From wonderful diving spots, mysterious coves and exciting islands located not far from Manila, this protected marine sanctuary is ranked third for macro photography in the world. A weekend favourite amongst locals!
 HOW•Clark International Airport (6-7 hrs rented car) → AnilaoOR•Clark International Airport (3 hrs bus) → Pasay•Pasay (3 hrs bus) → Batangas•Batangas (2 hrs jeepney) → Mabini•Mabini (30 mins jeepney) → Anilao
 CONTACTBatangas Tourism Office +62437230130 www.batangascity.gov.ph/tourism.htm
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSParrotfish, Cornetfish, Trumpetfish, stingrays, Puffer Fish, moray eels, Black Tip Shark
 FUN FACT!The humble beginnings of Anilao started in mid-1960 when a whole coral reef was resettled onto a rock formation and continued to flourish till today.
 Spot the Pygmy Seahorse (CC BY) Jayvee Fernandez
 Stare at a Scorpionfish (CC BY) Jayvee Fernandez
 Gawk at a Hairy Frogfish
 (CC BY) Jayvee Fernandez
 (CC BY) Francis Ritualo
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HUNDRED ISLANDSDespite its name, there are definitely more than a hundred islets around the national park. Climb the steps to the highest point at Governor’s Island, or feel the adrenaline rush when you take the plunge in Imelda Cave on Marcos Island. Island-hopping is also one of the many exciting activities available.
 HOW•Clark International Airport (3 hrs bus) → Pasay•Pasay (5 hrs bus) → Alaminos•Alaminos (10 mins tricycle) → Lucap• Lucap (30 mins boat) → Hundred Islands
 CONTACTPangasinan Tourism Office +63755426853www.travel.pangasinan.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSGreen Turtle, Red Turtle, Fraser’s Dolphin, dugongs
 FUN FACT!The province Pangasinan means “the land of salt” and indeed the region produces high quality salt. Also famous from Pangasinan is its bagoong (fermented shrimps and salt condiment).
 SUBIC BAYDive into the deep sea beauty at Subic Bay, where you can explore the numerous shipwrecks and frolic with the abundant marine life amidst colourful coral reefs. The former US Navy base is now a popular destination for nature lovers, romantic couples and families. Subic also has Zoobic and Ocean Adventure for close encounters with wildlife and marine mammals!
 HOW•Clark International Airport (15 mins shuttle bus) → Dau Terminal, Angeles City•Dau Terminal, Angeles City (2 hrs by bus) → Olongapo, Subic
 CONTACTGreater Subic Bay Tourism Bureau +639399080373/+639063577088/+639237222123www.subic.com
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!Steep in naval history, this bay has many shipwrecks from Spanish-American War 1898 and World War II. El Capitan rests on a sloping bottom; San Quentin lies between Grande Island and Chiquita Islands; and Seian Maru was bombed during an air raid on Subic Bay in 1944.
 Find stretches of sand around the islets (CC BY) Gabo Halili
 An outrigger boat for sunny days out (CC BY) Joseph Emmanuel Dayo
 Drop by the Pangasinan Provincial Capitol on your way to the islands (CC BY) Gabo Halili
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Zoobic’s Mindanao
 Rufous Hornbill © Adam Lee/Travel 3Sixty
 BOOK NOW
 Court Meridian Hotel and Suites, Subic Bay
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 BALERVenture across green forests and mountains which Northern Luzon is famous for and you will find the serene beauty that is Baler. Not an obvious choice for regular beachgoers, Baler was a secret spot known among surfers in the early 1980’s.
 HOW•Clark International Airport (15 mins shuttle bus) → Dau Terminal, Angeles City
 •Dau Terminal, Angeles City (1.5 hrs by bus) → Cabanatuan•Cabanatuan (3 hrs by bus) → Baler
 CONTACTAurora Provincial Tourism Office +63422094373 www.aurora.ph
 ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGESTHead to a nearby village to see the 500-year-old balete tree, considered to be a mystical tree home to supernatural beings. Beginners can learn to surf at Sabang Beach while experienced surfers can challenge themselves at Cemento Beach.
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 2x Daily PHP 2670Kota Kinabalu Daily PHP 1650Kalibo Daily PHP 869Davao 4x Weekly PHP 1149Hong Kong 2x Daily PHP 1304Taipei 4x Weekly PHP 1790
 GETTING TO CLARK
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 Be amazed by the playful dolphins at Ocean Adventure (CC BY) TauchSport Steininger
 Swim with a false killer whale (CC BY) TauchSport Steininger
 The “Millennium” Tree is said to be
 the largest of its kind in Asia
 (CC BY) Yabang Pinoy
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BOOK NOW
 Fridays Boracay Resort
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 KALIBObound for Boracay
 FromClark
 FrequencyDaily
 Fare FromPHP 869
 GETTING TO KALIBO
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 BORACAYBoracay’s world renowned stretch of white and sandy beaches will bring out the tropical party spirit in every visitor. Packed with activities on beaches to rival the world’s best, Boracay fun doesn’t end when the sun sets. Bars and clubs open their doors for the party to begin when the dusk settles.
 HOW•Kalibo International Airport (1 hr 45 mins van Fares & Schedules) → Caticlan Jetty•Caticlan Jetty (20 mins boat) → Boracay
 CONTACTBoracay Island +630362883971www.boracayisland.org
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSScorpionfish, Ghost Pipefish, stingrays, Butterflyfish, Whitetip Reef Shark
 FANS SUGGESTOn Good Friday of Holy Week (usually end March or early April), no music or any loud noise is allowed to honour the death of Jesus. But once the clock strikes midnight, the party starts and the folks are out and about as the island goes crazy!
 What’s an island
 escape without seafood? ©Adam
 Lee/ Travel 3Sixty
 Willy’s Rock is a Boracay landmark
 The warm tropical breeze will lull you into a peaceful slumber in paradise © Abby Yao
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DAVAO’Sgarden island
 Pearl Farm Beach Resort © Jena Gonato
 FromClark
 Frequency4x Weekly
 Fare FromPHP 1149
 GETTING TO DAVAO
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 SAMAL ISLANDTouted as the Island Garden City of Samal, Samal is close to Davao City and its facilities, and the landscape is covered with green foliage overlooking long stretches of beaches and clutters of islands perfect for island-hopping. You can find everything from luxury resorts to sumptuous seafood here.
 HOW•Davao International Airport (20 mins taxi) → Sta. Ana Wharf, Davao City
 • Sta. Ana Wharf, Davao City (10 mins boat) → Babak, Samal Island
 CONTACTDavao City Tourism Operations Office +63822221956www.davaotourism.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSJackfish, tuna, mackerel, Angelfish, Lionfish, octopus, eels, Scorpion Fish, barracuda
 FUN FACT! Samal Island was once famous for its pearl farm, but the area has been transformed into a world-class luxury resort.
 BOOK NOW
 Cabanas await sun worshippers on the pristine beaches of Samal Island © Jena Gonato
 Davao is famed for its orchids
 (CC BY) Paul David Lewin
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PULAU UBINIn the bustling city of Singapore lies the boomerang-shaped island in the North-East – rich with natural flora and fauna. The granite make up is interspersed with mangroves and tidal rivers, offering activities like mountain biking, rock climbing and camping, as well as the freshest seafood around!
 HOW•Changi International Airport (10 mins MRT) → Tanah Merah station• Tanah Merah station (40 mins bus) → Changi Village Bus Interchange•Changi Village Bus Interchange (5 mins walk) → Changi Village Jetty•Changi Village Jetty (10 mins boat) → Pulau Ubin
 CONTACTSingapore Tourism Board +6567366622www.yoursingapore.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSOtters, Long-tailed Macaques, Mousedeer, hornbills, Straw-headed Bulbul, Red Jungle Fowl
 FUN FACT!Home to one of Singapore’s best mountain bike trails, the Ketam Mountain Bike Park is a popular trail that features a wide range of terrain from lush thick jungles to open meadows and numerous steep climbs and descents.
 SINGAPORE,
 SINGAPORE
 from simple to sensational
 Chek Jawa on Pulau Ubin (CC BY) Schristia
 BEYOND THIS GUIDE In Nature’s Playground
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SENTOSA ISLANDSentosa Island is packed with a diversity of great activities for the whole family! Get your adrenaline pumping at the skyline luge or surf at the Wave House in Siloso. Enjoy the fun at the theme parks and view the spectacular sunset with a 360-degree view from Singapore’s first cable car!
 HOW•Changi International Airport (30 mins taxi) → Sentosa IslandOR•Changi International Airport (45 mins MRT) → Harbour Front MRT station, Vivo City• Vivo City (5 mins train/15 mins walk/10 mins tram) → Sentosa Island
 CONTACTSingapore Tourism Board +6567366622www.yoursingapore.com
 ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGESTTake a few days to enjoy all the fun rides and activities to the fullest—indoor skydiving, flying trapeze, cable car! End your nights at the cool beach clubs and bars of Palawan Beach and Tanjong Beach.
 BOOK NOW
 The Sentosa Resort & Spa
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 Eye-catching decorations - perfect for memorable pictures with family & friends! © Singapore Tourism Board
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 13x Daily SGD 42 Kota Kinabalu Daily SGD 99Kuching 2x Daily SGD 59Langkawi Daily SGD 79Miri Daily SGD 89Penang 3x Daily SGD 75Bangkok 5x Daily SGD 80Phuket Daily SGD 95Bandung 2x Daily SGD 89Jakarta 6x Daily SGD 65Bali 4x Daily SGD 99Yogyakarta Daily SGD 109
 GETTING TO SINGAPORE
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 Best place to have a fun-filled
 adventure from day to night!
 Go underwater without getting wet!
 © Singapore Tourism Board
 Tiger Sky Tower at Imbiah Lookout © Singapore Tourism Board
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NAMI ISLANDMade popular by hit Korean drama “Winter Sonata”, the tiny half-moon shaped island is a popular romantic getaway. Reminisce as you stroll through the beautiful tree-lined roads, and admire the scenic paths on foot or a rented bicycle. The recreation facilities, botanical gardens and pleasure boats will put visitors (single or not) in the mood for love.
 HOW• Incheon International Airport (43 mins express train) → Seoul Station• Seoul Station (1 hr 44 mins subway) → Gapyeong Station
 •Gapyeong Station (15 mins taxi) → Gapyeong Wharf•Gapyeong Wharf (10 mins ferry boat/ 2 mins zipline) → Nami Island
 CONTACTNami Island, Inc. +82315808114www.namisum.com
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSOstriches, deer, Korean Chipmunk, Black Woodpecker, moles
 Heart beyond SEOUL
 SOUTH KOREA
 Spring in Nami © Karen Baral
 Autumn colours © Wasito Achmad
 FromKuala LumpurTokyo Narita
 FrequencyDailyDaily
 Fare FromKRW 166,000 KRW 100,590
 GETTING TO SEOUL
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
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JEJU ISLANDJeju’s breathtaking coastlines, phenomenal natural beauty, sparkling turquoise waters, commanding vistas and quirky historical legacies make it one of the best vacation spots in Korea. Stroll the yellow Canola fields, hike up to the majestic Halla Mountain and explore the world’s longest lava tube in this UNESCO World Heritage Site and one of the New 7 Wonders of Nature.
 HOW•Incheon Port Coast Passenger Terminal (13 hrs ferry boat) → Jeju Island
 CONTACTJeju Special Self-Governing Province +8264120english.jeju.go.kr
 Once touted as the Hawaii of
 Korea, Jeju is also known as the
 “Island of the Gods”.
 Jungmun Beach, Jeju Island © Karen
 Baral
 Dol Hareubang statues offer protection and blessings of fertility.
 BOOK NOW
 In spring, yellow Canola flowers are in full bloom all around the island.
 The ‘mermaids of Jeju’ aka the Female Divers diving for abalone
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSJeju ground beetle, brown bears, roe deers, Jeju Weasel, Jeju Canola flowers
 FUN FACT!Jeju Island has a reputation for its abundance of women. Haenyo or ‘sea women’ refers to the many female divers who dive for sea products, making them the main breadwinners of the family.
 Lotte Hotel Jeju
 RECOMMENDED STAY
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GWANGALLI BEACHGwangalli is the hub for cultural events and festivals, including the Busan Fireworks Festival every October. The Nurimaru House is a remarkable structure combining tradition and modern architecture, and the picturesque Gwangan Bridge in the background makes the beach a top romantic spot for couples.
 HOW•Gimhae Airport, Busan (1 hr train) → Gwangan Station•Gwangan Station (10 mins walk) → Gwanggali BeachOR•Gimhae Airport, Busan (1 hr airport bus) → Namcheondong (in front of Hwamok Apt)•Namcheondong (10 mins walk) → Gwangalli Beach
 Find your vantage point on the sand for the Busan Fireworks Festival. © Korea Tourism Organization
 OR•Gimhae Airport, Busan (40 min taxi) → Gwanggali Beach
 CONTACTBusan Tourism +82511330etour.busan.go.kr
 ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGEST! Gwanggali is a must-visit for foodies! The open-air cafe street has over 100 cafes, while Millak Raw Fish Town has 300 raw fish restaurants. Near the beach, Eonyang Bulgogi Road will make you crave for grilled Korean beef.
 BUSANThe Best of
 Jetskis and rowers on Gwangalli Beach
 having a good time. © Korea Tourism
 Organization
 Two Busan landmarks: the Nurimaru APEC House and Gwangan Bridge © Korea Tourism Organization
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The Gwangan (Diamond) Bridge makes for a romantic night view in Busan. © Korea Tourism Organization
 HAEUNDAE BEACHHaeundae Beach is Busan’s most popular beach, where the summer crowd could swell up to 500,000 a day! It’s one of the venues for the Busan International Film Festival, along with the Sand Festival and Polar Bear Swimming Festival. South Korea’s largest aquarium is located right by the beach as well!
 HOW•Gimhae Airport, Busan (1 hr 10 mins bus) → Haeundae•Haeundae (10 mins walk) → Haeundae BeachOR•Gimhae Airport, Busan (45 mins taxi) → Haeundae Beach
 CONTACTBusan Tourism +82511330 etour.busan.go.kr
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!From Haeundae’s Mipo Dock, catch a ferry to the Oryukdo Islands, literally meaning “five or six islands”. A lighthouse is perched on the only inhabited island amongst these rocky outcroppings.
 Haeundae Beach and Dalmaji Hill (CC BY) Abby Yao
 Seafood is a must-try in Busan. Head
 for the Jagalchi Fish Market for the
 freshest in town (CC BY) Abby Yao
 Paradise Hotel Busan
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 BOOK NOW
 From Frequency Fare FromTokyo Narita Daily KRW 144,000
 GETTING TO BUSAN
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
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Your itinerary is filled with clear turquoise waters and white sandy beaches, but taking a few steps away from the rolling waves will give your island holiday a whole new perspective! By Ari Fajar
 SPECIAL FEATURE IV
 AWAY FROM
 THE COAST
 Racing the RapidsHaving familiarised yourself with all the fun things on and around saline water, it’s time for you to get acquainted with white water rafting for a change…with a little adrenaline pumped in!
 The scenery along Cai River in Nha Trang, Vietnam is lovely but you’d be too busy with all the nerve-tingling excitement to notice. It’s an exhilarating ride and great fun, with moderate currents so that all ages and levels can enjoy the rapid rides.
 Kitulgala near Colombo in Sri Lanka in particular, is famous for “Black Rafting” where participants wear their headlights and navigate their way on the river under the full moon for that heightened level of thrill. Imagine not being able to see up ahead and then falling into the centre of a fierce rapid!
 If you’re a visual creature in need of a view, try out the river adventure along Ayung River in Bali with its splendid view of rice terraces and serene countryside all year long. If more intensity is what you’re looking for, then you should visit during the rainy season (November to March).
 Everyone can join in the fun in Davao River, Philippines. The river has 30 rapids ranging from beginner’s courses on level 1 to intermediate ones on level 3. The scenic river and the thrills it provides has made Davao the new rafting capital of Southern Philippines.
 Relax and Recharge Tired and weary after a day full of beach activities under the sun? Nothing a good massage can’t fix! Massage is a big thing in Asia where every region has its own techniques and specialties, usually ancient practices handed down through generations.
 From street side masseuses on Kuta area in Bali to the luxurious spas in Yogyakarta, there’s bound to be an Indonesian massage to suit your need. Javanese massage incorporate aromatic oils with long strokes, kneading and knuckling, while the Balinese style involves wrapping and scrubbing with Balinese boreh, warm healing pack made from herbs and spices.
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Having a Thai masseur snap your fingers and toes or dig into your tight muscles with his fist and elbows may sound like a scary experience, but it’s actually not as painful as it sounds, and you can be assured that you’ll feel completely refreshed afterwards. The key is just to relax during the process. There are good massage establishments everywhere in Thailand, from beachside stalls around Phuket to open-door parlours in Bangkok’s night markets.
 Walk the WildAsia offers a wonderful assortment of nature’s best national parks, where you can be one with nature in the world’s oldest and most beautiful rainforests.
 When in Penang, Malaysia, don’t forget to visit Penang National Park. Take a dip in the meromictic lake at the park to experience two different layers of water - cool top layer and the warm bottom layer.
 Just about 2 hours from Krabi, Thailand, there is Khao Sok National Park, an incredible place to go on a vacation with its lakes, valleys, caves, and deep-green rainforest. Spend the night at Cheow Larn Lake right in the middle of the park. You can go trekking on foot or ride on gentle elephants in the jungle.
 Giant mangrove trees in Iriomote-Ishigaki National Park, Okinawa are quite a sight to behold, and if you are lucky, you might even catch a sight of the Iriomote cat, a critically endangered species.
 Cooking Up a StormWhat better way to discover Asia than through the heart of its people – FOOD! Learn different
 cuisines and cultures through its culinary delights, and take home a piece of their heritage when you learn to cook just like the locals.
 When visiting the ancient city of Hoi An in Da Nang, Vietnam, don’t forget to join the mass of foodies on their gastronomic pilgrimage. With Hoi An’s long culinary tradition and lively market, this is the best place to learn the art of Vietnamese cooking. Want a multi-cultural learning experience? Discover the secrets behind those sumptuous Indian, Chinese, Malay, and Indonesian treats in a century-old kampong-style house in Pulau Ubin, off Singapore.
 Don’t be a stranger in South Korea, and learn about the Korean’s fascination with kimchi! Enrol yourself in the many kimchi-making classes
 in town, and you’ll see why the locals favour the preserved cabbages from generation to generation.
 A-Hole-in-OneThere’s nothing like hitting a hole-in-one in the premier golfing destinations in the region.
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Thailand boasts some of the best world class golf experience with highly accessible areas and vast choices of courses available all year long, like the ones you will encounter in Phuket. You will find huge complexes of resorts with many 18-hole courses to choose from, but the real draw is its marvellously green vista with a stunning backdrop against the Andaman Sea. Aside from Phuket, Pattaya is another immensely popular destination for golf aficionados.
 Golfing in Langkawi is not only about the game itself, but also about being surrounded by natural beauty. With lush rainforest as their backdrop, some clubs here have bagged prestigious awards such as The Most Scenic Golf Course in Malaysia. For a more exotic setting, go to east Malaysia for golf experience with a view. Golf clubs in Kuching invite golfers from around the world to take pleasure in playing on the forested
 foothills of Mount Santubong. Fun and nature in one trip, a hole-in-one indeed.
 All That GlittersBeach and nightlife is a match made in heaven for a fantastic holiday. Places like Boracay, accessible from Kalibo, instantly bring out an image of party for all the right reasons. Drinks come cheap, music lively and of course there’s the (lack of) dress code. Some people go to Gili Islands in Lombok, Indonesia to find seclusion, others for its party scene. While Gili Air and Gili Meno have their own merrymaking vibes, it is Gili Trawangan which has the reputation as the “Party Island”.
 Two’s company, and three’s always a party! Who has never heard of the extraordinarily cool combination of Koh Samui – Koh Tao – Koh Phangan, especially with the legendary Full Moon Party, Half Moon Festival and Black Moon Culture? As the phases of the moon don’t occur on the same day each
 month, you might want to check out the schedules. So go on, cheer with everyone, hold your drink up high, have fun with friends and go absolutely crazy! Just make sure you have someone to hold your hair the morning after.
 So are you ready to explore the hive of activities beyond the shores? You may just find yourself filled with new enthusiasm and ready to take on more “beachy” adventures!
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NILAVELIOne of Sri Lanka’s best kept secrets, Nilaveli Beach is considered one of the purest white sand beaches in Asia. Enjoy the remoteness as you escape reality into tranquillity haven. While you’re there, consider visiting the seven hot springs of Kinya, Koneswaram Temple and Fort Frederick.
 HOW•Colombo Airport (6 hrs 15 mins taxi/car) → Trincomalee
 •Colombo Airport (8 hrs bus) → Trincomalee•Colombo Airport (8 hrs 30 mins train Fares & Schedules) → Trincomalee
 CONTACTSri Lanka Tourism Board +9411243705www.srilankatourism.org
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSDolphins, whales
 COLOMBOand the country’s colours
 Elephant orphanage on the way to Nilaveli
 © Nimesh Amarasinghe
 SRILANKA
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BOOK NOW
 Chaaya Tranz Hikkaduwa
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 HIKKADUWA BEACHMagnificent corals and colourful tropical fishes make the only marine life sanctuary in Sri Lanka a top priority.
 HOW•Colombo Airport (3 hrs car/taxi/ minivans) → Hikkaduwa BeachOR•Colombo Airport (1 hr car/bus) → Colombo Fort Main Railway Station•Colombo Fort Main Railway Station (1.5 hrs by train) → Hikkaduwa BeachOR•Colombo Airport (4 hrs bus) → Hikkaduwa Beach
 CONTACTSri Lanka Tourism Board +9411243705www.srilanka.travel
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSAngel fish, Butterfly Fish, whales, dolphins, Greater Flamingo
 FUN FACT!See if you can spot the most unusual fishermen. Stilt fishing is a unique method of fishing synonymous to Sri Lanka, where the men sit on a stick set up right in the middle of the ocean. Catch them during the early hours of the morning or during evenings.
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur Daily LKR 10390
 GETTING TO COLOMBO
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 The world’s awesome-nest fishermen – no boat needed!
 A Diagonal-banded Sweetlips will ask you to pucker up
 Know your nudibranch: Chromodoris geminus
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TAIPEIBreathtaking excursions from
 KENTING NATIONAL PARKEscape the metropolis to Kenting National Park, and you’ll be greeted with white sandy beaches, hot springs and waterfalls. The landscape is truly beautiful, with rocky outcrops, lush jungles and towering cliffs near the coastlines waiting to be explored.
 HOW• Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport (1 hr) → Taipei Main Bus Station• Taipei Main Bus Station (6 hrs bus) → Kaohsiung Bus Terminal•Kaohsiung Bus Terminal (2.5 hrs bus) → Kenting National Park
 CONTACTKenting National Parkwww.ktnp.gov.tw/eng
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSFormosan Reeve’s Muntjac, Formosan Gem-faced Civet, Chinese Sparrow Hawk, Gray-faced Buzzard Hawk, Green Bamboo Viper, Hundred Pacer Snake, Turtle-designed Snake, Chinese Cobra, Taiwan Coral Snake, Chinese Bullfrog, Indian Rice Frog
 FUN FACT!Though it may be a national park, it’s transformed into a concert venue for an annual outdoor music festival called “Spring Scream” held every April.
 TAIWAN
 © Dapeng Bay National Scenic Area
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XIAO LIU QIU ISLANDIn Pingtung, lies Taiwan’s ultimate beach holiday. The beautiful sandy beaches and clear crystal waters paired with rich marine life that will delight every snorkelling enthusiast. The entire island has strange rock formations and many coral reefs.
 HOW• Taiwan Taoyuan International Airport (1 hr bus Fares & Schedules) → Taipei Main Bus Station• Taipei Main Bus Station (6 hrs bus) → Kaohsiung Bus Terminal•Kaohsiung Bus Terminal (50 mins bus Fares & Schedules 1, Fares & Schedules 2) → Dong Gang Port•Dong Gang Port (30 mins ferry) → Xiao Liu Qiu Island
 CONTACTLiuQiu Tourismwww.liuchiu.gov.tw
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSTurtles, eels, starfishes
 FUN FACT!The local culture is quite fascinating, with the women adorning tattoos with insects and serpent designs, the men plucking out their whiskers and beards, and the usage of wine, pearls and shells when arranging a betrothal.
 BOOK NOW
 The southern part of the island comprises mostly of daring cliffs that
 offer an obstructed view of the ocean. © Liuqiu Township Office
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 11x Weekly TWD 4120Kota Kinabalu 4x Weekly TWD 2990Clark 4x Weekly TWD 2084
 GETTING TO TAIPEI
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 © Ping Tong Bus Lines Co. , Ltd
 © Dapeng Bay National Scenic Area
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BOOK NOW
 Amari Orchid Pattaya
 The Residence Garden
 RECOMMENDED STAYS
 BANGKOKFrom
 by busPATTAYALand in Bangkok and hop on a bus straight to Pattaya, where you’ll experience the ideal island life. The jet skis, parasailing, Thai boxing and traditional massage will keep you busy all day, whilst the crazy parties and cabaret shows will keep you up all night long! Then take a boat to Koh Lan and the islands for some me time.
 HOW•Don Mueang Airport, Bangkok (30 mins taxi) → Mo Chit Bus Station, Bangkok •Mo Chit Bus Station (2.5 hrs bus) → Pattaya
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand +6622505500 www.tourismthailand.org
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSNurse sharks, Blacktip Sharks, Blue-spotted Rays
 FANS SUGGESTKill two birds with one stone! Go to Pattaya during Songkran in April for a wet and wild adventure!
 From Frequency Fare FromChiang Mai 9x Daily THB 1019Chiang Rai 3x Daily THB 1019Hat Yai 7x Daily THB 1019Krabi 5x Daily THB 1436Nakhon Phanom Daily THB 969 Nakhon Si Thammarat 2x Daily THB 1062Narathiwat Daily THB 1249Phuket 9x Daily THB 1299Surat Thani 3x Daily THB 969Trang 3x Daily THB 969Ubon Ratchathani 2x Daily THB 969Udon Thani 3x Daily THB 969Kuala Lumpur 8x Daily MYR 193Penang Daily MYR 244Phnom Penh Daily USD 97Chongqing Daily CNY 824Guangzhou Daily CNY 804Shenzhen Daily CNY 754Wuhan Daily CNY 634Xian Daily CNY 664Hong Kong 2x Daily HKD 759Kolkata Daily INR 4580Chennai 5x Weekly INR 4599 Bali Daily IDR 926.000Jakarta 2x Daily IDR 837.000Medan 4x Weekly IDR 373.000Surabaya 4x Weekly IDR 677.000Macau 4x Daily MOP 814Yangon 3x Daily USD 67Mandalay 4x Weekly USD 81Singapore 5x Daily SGD 83Hanoi Daily USD 91Ho Chi Minh City 3x Daily USD 77
 GETTING TO BANGKOK
 Nothing beats the adrenaline
 rush of rock-climbing and the
 spectacular view from the top.
 © Adam Lee/Travel 3SixtyEarn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 BEYOND THIS GUIDE The Lure of Pattaya
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HAT YAIIsland hopping from
 OR•Hat Yai International Airport (35 mins mini bus) → Hat Yai Bus Station/ Talat Kasit •Hat Yai Bus Station/ Talat Kasit (2 hrs mini bus) → Pak Bara •Pak Bara (2.5 hrs speedboat) → Koh LipeOR • Langkawi International Airport (20 mins taxi) → Telaga Harbour Marina, Langkawi• Telaga Harbour Marina (1 hr speedboat) → Koh Lipe
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand+6622505500 www.tourismthailand.org
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSDusky Langur Monkey, mousedeer, Fishing Cat, Crab-eating Macaque, dolphins, whales
 FANS SUGGEST:If you’re feeling the itch to explore, then visit the rest of the Koh Tarutao National Marine Park for some sunshine and sea adventures.
 KOH LIPEThailand’s answer to Maldives is famous for diving and snorkelling, be cast-away with the culture and environment, paired with clear blue seas, fun-loving locals, and of course delicious food to savour on from sunrise to sunset. Get closer to nature by setting up tents on the beach cove with your adventurous friends.
 HOW• Simply book your flight and transfer to Koh Lipe at airasia.com
 Aside from the dynamic land activities, the rich marine
 kingdom is also worth exploring!
 From Frequency Fare FromBangkok 7x Daily THB 1019Kuala Lumpur Daily MYR 134
 GETTING TO HAT YAI
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 BOOK NOW© Dila Kamarudin
 Basking in the sun, enjoying the waves and clear seas - this is how a beach getaway should be like! © Dila Kamarudin
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KRABIThe cliffs and
 caves of
 Climb the limestone cliffs © Luca Conti
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSClown Fish, Angel Fish, Tiger Fish, Parrot Fish, Banner Fish, Butterfly Fish, barracudas, Box Fish, Leopard Shark
 FUN FACT! Elephant rides and monkey-watching are two of the things you should try out here. It’s fun for the whole family as well!
 Romantic seclusion at
 Rai Leh is perfect for lovers and the avid
 climbers who need focus to scale the limestone
 cliffs. © Songkiat Sungkaew
 RAI LEH (RAILAY)The romantic beach is secluded enough and can only be accessed by boat. Surrounded by towering limestone cliffs that cut the beach away from the peninsular, the isolation did not stop avid climbers from all over the world to crowd over for its superb climbing experience and romantic paradise.
 HOW•Krabi International Airport (45 mins taxi) → Ao Nang•Ao Nang (20 mins boat) → Rai Leh
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand, Krabi Office +6675622163www.tourismthailand.org
 © Irvin Hanni
 Have your fill of fruit onboard
 © Irvin Hanni
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BOOK NOW
 Pilanta Spa Resort
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 KOH LANTA YAIIt has come a long way from being a backpacker’s secret, yet much of Koh Lanta Yai is still untouched. The island’s small yet colourful population is rich with distinct ethnic groups like Muslim Thais, Chinese descents and Sea Gypsies, teamed with white beaches and rugged mountainous terrains.
 HOW• Simply book your flight and transfer to Lanta Yai at airasia.comOR• Krabi International Airport (25 mins taxi) → Klong Jilad Pier, Krabi• Klong Jilad Pier, Krabi (2 hrs ferry, Fares & Schedules) → Saladan Pier, Koh Lanta Yai
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand+6675622163www.tourismthailand.org/Krabi
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSMoray eels, barracudas, ribbon eels, triggerfishes, dolphins, manta rays, whale sharks
 FANS SUGGESTKoh Lanta Yai is also famous for Liveaboard trips, where divers can stay on board the ship. If you don’t dive, you can also join just to snorkel and get charged less.
 AO NANGAo Nang Beach is the ideal middle ground between nature’s playground and modern facilities. The vibrant centre of tourists in Krabi, it maintains the idyllic small town atmosphere whilst accessible to the beautiful beaches, unusual karst formations and wondrous caves just a tailboat away.
 HOW• Krabi International Airport (45 mins taxi) → Ao Nang
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand+6675622163www.tourismthailand.org
 ACTIVITIES
 FANS SUGGESTThe best place to get a massage is in an open-air massage shop looking out to Ao Nang’s beautiful scenery.
 © Alan Khi
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur Daily MYR 164Bangkok 5x Daily THB 1486
 GETTING TO KRABI
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 Don’t threaten a pufferfish! © Irvin Hanni
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PHUKETPassionate about
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand - Phuket +6676211036 www.tourismthailand.org/Phuket
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSGlassfish, sea turtles, Leopard Shark, octopuses, Blue Spotted Ray, Whale Shark, moray eels
 FUN FACT! The 6 islands on Koh Phi Phi are said to be one of the most naturally beautiful dive sites in the world, and though the islands were struck badly by the 2004 tsunami disaster, the dive sites were almost unaffected.
 KOH PHI PHIThe islands of Koh Phi Phi are world-famous! Leonardo DiCaprio filmed the movie The Beach on Maya Bay, and it’s constantly buzzing with day-trippers and partygoers. The ultimate tropical paradise has one of the best diving sites in the world, and finding a dive centre is a breeze!
 HOW• Simply book your flight and transfer to Phi Phi at airasia.comOR •Phuket Airport (45 mins taxi) → Rassada Pier•Rassada Pier (1.5-2 hrs ferry) → Koh Phi PhiOR•Krabi Airport (30 mins taxi) → Chao Fa Pier/Klong Jilad Pier•Chao Fa Pier/Klong Jilad Pier (1.5 hrs ferry) → Koh Phi Phi
 Longtail boats will take you to any island you fancy © Suranga Weeratunga
 Phi Phi’s limestone islands provide a scenic backdrop for your adventures © Lim Mei Lee
 Sea kayaking, anyone? Row across
 towering limestone landscapes on clear
 blue waters! © Xilas Ngang Wei Xiang
 Shopping for souvenirs is a colourful experience! © Sharon Webber
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PATONG BEACHVisitors to Phuket have one thing and one thing in mind – the party on Patong Beach. The important centre for Phuket’s nightlife and shopping is popular amongst Western tourists, with hundreds of beach chairs along the 3-kilometre stretch of white sand. When it’s time to seek a quiet spot, hire a car or longtail boat to one of Phuket’s 40-odd beaches.
 HOW•Phuket Airport (45 mins taxi/ minibus) → Patong Beach
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand - Phuket+6676211036 www.tourismthailand.org/Phuket
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSGhost Pipefish, Parrotfish
 FUN FACT!Venture further out to the islands of Pha Nga Bay, including Koh Tapu, better known as James Bond Island. The island was featured in the 1974 film The Man with the Golden Gun.
 KARON BEACH & KATA BEACHKata and Karon are in actuality four beaches in close proximity to each other. Kata is scenic, great for families with its calm waters and charming scenery. Karon is where the luxury travellers haunt for some peace and quiet. Try out the elephant treks, cooking classes and even mini-golf at Dino Park.
 HOW•Phuket Airport (1 hr taxi/ minibus) → Kata Beach/Karon Beach
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand - Phuket+66076211036 www.tourismthailand.org/Phuket
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSLionfish, Scorpionfish, Pufferfish, Blue Spotted Stingray, Clown Shrimp, seahorses, ribbon eels
 FANS SUGGESTCome in the low season months of August and September when rates are low, over half price off for 5-star hotels compared to the high season.
 Little details make the luxury spa experience more inviting © Lisa Duncan
 Deck chairs await sun worshippers at Patong Beach © Mahesan Selladurai
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BOOK NOW
 Outrigger Phi Phi Resort & Spa
 Amari Coral Beach Phuket Katathani Phuket Beach Resort
 Moevenpick Resort and Spa Karon Beach Phuket
 RECOMMENDED STAYS
 From Frequency Fare FromBangkok 9x Daily THB 1299Chiang Mai 2x Daily THB 1766 Udon Thani Daily THB 1436Kuala Lumpur 4x Daily MYR 154Jakarta 3x Weekly IDR 693.700 Hong Kong Daily HKD 919Singapore Daily SGD 98
 GETTING TO PHUKET
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand – Phang Nga+6676413515www.tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Phang-Nga
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSBarracudas, Leopard Shark, Whitetip and Blacktip Reef Shark, Ghost Pipefish, Whale Shark, manta rays
 FUN FACT! Whale sharks frequent Richelieu Rock close to the Burmese border, north of the Similans. These gentle giants come by so often that some dive companies guarantee sightings.
 SIMILAN ISLANDSDerived from the Malay word for “nine”, Similan’s nine granite islands are postcard perfect paradises. While the views above water may not be as dramatic, its underwater kingdom is bound to impress. Ranked among the world’s best dive sites, its 5,000 year-old coral reefs are the oldest in Thailand.
 HOW•Phuket Airport (1 hr 20 mins taxi) → Thap Lamu Pier • Thap Lamu Pier (1.5-3 hrs ferry) → Similan IslandsOR•Phuket Airport (45 mins taxi/ minibus) → Patong•Patong (4 hrs boat) → Similan IslandsNote: Mu Koh Similan National Park is closed during the monsoon season from mid-May to mid-November.
 Similan marine life (CC NY-ND) vammacrow
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SURAT THANIIslands of wonder
 CONTACTSurat Thani Tourist Information Centre +6677288818 www.tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Koh-Samui
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSWhale Shark, Giant Grouper, Blacktip Shark, Loggerhead Turtle
 FUN FACT! Coconuts are Koh Samui’s primary export and the island is still abundant with the fruit.
 KOH SAMUIFrom the mega rich to the young and independent, Koh Samui is the melting pot that attracts all. The island offers new experiences, from kiteboarding to ladyboy cabaret shows and Muay Thai boxing, with a dose of culture as the sacred Big Buddha coexists with the irreverent Hin Ta and Hin Yai rocks.
 HOW• Simply book your flight and transfer to Samui at airasia.comOR • Surat Thani Airport (1 hr bus/ van) → Don Sak, Surat Thani•Don Sak (45 mins catamaran/1.5-3 hrs ferry Fares & Schedules 1, Fares & Schedules 2) → Koh Samui
 Samui’s 15-metre tall Big Buddha is truly a wonder to behold.
 © Adam Lee/Travel 3Sixty
 White sandy beaches, coral reefs and
 the amazing Samui sunset complete
 the moment. © Du Shuxian
 A pagoda on Koh Samui (CC BY-ND) Stephan Vereno
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MU KOH ANG THONG NATIONAL MARINE PARKSaid to be the inspiration for Alex Gardner book-turned-Hollywood-film The Beach, Ang Thong comprises over 40 forest-covered limestone islands. Prepare for the hike to Emerald Lagoon and the magnificent vistas. Bua Bok Cave on Wua Talap Island is also popular with daytrippers.
 HOW• Surat Thani Airport (1 hr bus/ van) → Don Sak, Surat Thani•Don Sak (45 mins catamaran/1.5-3 hrs ferry Fares & Schedules 1, Fares & Schedules 2) → Koh Samui •Koh Samui (ferry/speedboat/ liveaboard, varies depending on tour operator) → Ang Thong Marine Park
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand www.tourismthailand.org
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSStingrays, Banded Sea Snakes, Dwarf Minke Whale, dolphins, Whale Whark, sea eagles, kingfishers
 FUN FACT!Ang Thong, which means “golden bowl”, was once a pirate hideout!
 KOH PHANGANWorld-famous for the monthly Full Moon Party on Haad Rin Beach where the crowd can swell up to 30,000 people on New Year’s Eve, the island has backpackers and flashpackers continuing what the hippies left off. How about wakeboarding or archery to beat the post-party blues?
 HOW• Simply book your flight and transfer to Phangan at airasia.comOR• Surat Thani Airport (1 hr bus/ van) → Don Sak, Surat Thani•Don Sak (45 mins-3 hrs ferry Fares & Schedules 1, Fares & Schedules 2, Fares & Schedules 3) → Na Thon Pier, Koh Samui •Na Thon Pier (bus/van) → Bang Rak Pier, Koh Samui
 •Bang Rak Pier (30 mins ferry Schedules) → Thong Sala Pier, Koh Phangan
 CONTACTSurat Thani Tourist Information Centre+6677288818 www.tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Koh-Phangan
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSTrevally, barracudas
 FUN FACT!Behind Koh Phangan’s night time persona is a health buff’s retreat, with holistic centres for yoga, meditation and detoxification.
 Mae Koh’s Emerald Lagoon (CC BY) RodBland
 Can you match the spins of a fire dancer? (CC BY) zoutedrop
 Fill the night sky with lanterns (CC BY)
 Jessica Spengler
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BOOK NOW
 Thanyamundra Organic Resort
 Koh Tao Toscana
 Panviman Koh Phangan
 RECOMMENDED STAYS
 •Na Thon Pier (bus/van) → Bang Rak Pier, Koh Samui•Bang Rak Pier (30 mins ferry Schedules) → Thong Sala Pier, Koh Phangan • Thong Sala Pier (1.5 hrs ferry) to Mae Haad Pier, Koh Tao•Koh Tao (15 mins longboat taxi) → Koh Nang Yuan
 CONTACTSurat Thani Tourist Information Centre+6677288818www.tourismthailand.org/Where-to-Go/Koh-Tao
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSBarracuda, Blacktip Reef Shark, Leopard Shark, Whale Shark, Giant Grouper, stingrays,
 Hawksbill Turtle, Green Turtle, Titan Trigger Fish
 FANS SUGGESTThe best way to experience Koh Nang Yuan is by hiring a longboat to take you there early in the morning or late in the afternoon to avoid the crowds. Try the zipline between islands for a different perspective!
 KOH TAO & KOH NANG YUANDivers swear by the beauty of Koh Tao, where it comes in a close second only to Cairns, Australia for top PADI open water diving certification sites. If you have no underwater plans, the splendid sandbar beaches of Koh Nang Yuan – a private resort with a unique topography, will leave you breathless.
 HOW• Surat Thani Airport (1 hr bus/ van) → Don Sak, Surat Thani•Don Sak (45 min-3 hr ferry Fares & Schedules 1, Fares & Schedules 2, Fares & Schedules 3) → Na Thon Pier, Koh Samui
 From Frequency Fare FromBangkok 3x Daily THB 1019Kuala Lumpur Daily MYR 134
 GETTING TO SURAT THANI
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 Postcard-perfect view of Koh Nang Yuan © Adam Lee/Travel 3Sixty
 Koh Tao Sairee Beach (CC BY) David Sim
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TRANGin transit
 Beachfront living at Koh Mook Sivalai Beach Resort © Adam Lee/Travel 3Sixty
 KOH MOOKWith gorgeous beaches and unspoilt jungles, Koh Mook’s main attraction is the Emerald Cave. Swim 70 metres through the cave to reach a lagoon. Admire its true beauty as sunlight pours through the large roofless hall, surrounded by emerald sea and white sands that have achieved world fame.
 HOW• Trang Airport (55 mins airport bus/taxi) → Kuantungku Pier.•Kuantungku Pier (40 mins boat) → Koh Mook
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand - Trang +6675215867tourismthailand.org
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSWhale Shark, manta rays, octopus, dolphins, sharks, turtles, eels, clownfish, marlins, barracudas, dugongs
 FUN FACT! Other than Emerald Cave, check out the island’s other scenic spots such as Farang Beach, Hua Non Bay, Hua Laem Prao Beach and Tam Yai Bay.
 Snorkel safely around
 Emerald Cave © Adam Lee/
 Travel 3Sixty
 Inside Emerald
 Cave (CC BY) GreenP
 BEYOND THIS GUIDE Islands in the Sun © Adam Lee/Travel 3Sixty
 122 | ©AirAsia Berhad 2012. All rights reserved.
 http://tourismthailand.org
 http://www.airasia.com/travel3sixty/islands-in-the-sun.html

Page 123
						

KOH KRADANThey say that great things come in small packages, and it is absolutely true in the case of Koh Kradan. This tiny island is claimed to be the most beautiful island off the coast of Trang – pristine beaches, great coral life and the clearest water in Thailand!
 HOW• Trang Airport (55 mins airport bus/taxi) → Kuantungku Pier•Kuantungku Pier (50 mins boat) → Koh Kradan
 CONTACTTourism Authority of Thailand - Trang +6675215867tourismthailand.org
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSWhale shark, manta rays, octopus, dolphins, sharks, turtles, eels, clownfish, marlins, barracudas
 FUN FACT! Koh Kradan is known as the destination for the annual underwater wedding ceremony that takes place on Valentine’s Day every year. Its first event in 1997 garnered a spot in the Guinness Book of World Records for the “Largest Underwater Wedding Ceremony”. BOOK NOW
 The Seven Seas Resort
 RECOMMENDED STAY
 FromBangkok
 Frequency3x Daily
 Fare FromTHB 1019
 GETTING TO TRANG
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 Your preferred mode of transport in Koh Kradan © Adam Lee/Travel 3Sixty
 Immerse yourself in a
 full spa experience © Rua Rasada
 Hotel
 Picture-perfect sand, sky and palm trees. © Adam Lee/
 Travel 3Sixty
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VIETNAM
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DA NANGDelights
 DA NANG BEACHAmongst Da Nang’s many famous beaches, Da Nang or My Khê Beach stands out with its beautiful stretch of smooth sand and slight slope, with a stunning backdrop of a lush dark green poplar forest. Once known as China Beach, it’s famous for its coral and marine life beneath the crystal waters.
 HOW•Da Nang International Airport (20 mins taxi) → My Khê
 CONTACTDanang City Tourism Portal +845113821203www.danangtourism.gov.vn
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT! There is a safeguard team on duty from 5am to 8pm daily to ensure visitors’ safety since there has been a steady increase in the number of tourists to the beach of late. You can also try spotting the local fisher folk in their basket boats.
 © Matthew Mok
 Vietnamese satay fresh from
 the sidewalk grill
 Have a bowl of pho,
 Vietnamese Beef Noodle Soup
 Basket boats on the shore
 BEYOND THIS GUIDE Dude, Where’s Da Nang?
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From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 4x Weekly USD 71
 GETTING TO DA NANG
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 BOOK NOW
 Sunsea Hotel
 Furama Resort Da Nang
 RECOMMENDED STAYS
 NHA TRANG BAYVietnam’s most famous coastal town is considered one of the most beautiful bays in the world. Urban and lively, there is everything to do here, from swimming to diving to shopping and the nightlife. The beaches are the main pull, with its scenic views, pristine beaches and azure waters.
 HOW•Da Nang International Airport (8.5-12.5 hrs train) → Nha Trang OR•Da Nang International Airport (6-8 hrs car) → Nha TrangOR•Da Nang International Airport (9 hrs bus) → Nha Trang
 CONTACTDanang City Tourism Portal +845113821203www.danangtourism.gov.vn
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSSea swallows, turtles, tigers, giant moray eels, whale sharks
 FUN FACT! Nha Trang was the site of the Miss Universe 2008 Pageant and Miss Earth 2010, and will be hosting the 2016 Asian Beach Games.
 The view of Da Nang Beach, with beckoning blue waters and soft powdery sand
 Lanterns light up the night sky
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BOOK NOW
 HANOI!Hello
 HA LONG BAYThe world famous “Bay of Descending Dragons” is in another league of its own – mysterious, majestic and awe-inspiring. Nearly two thousand limestone karsts and isles in various sizes and shapes, a spectacular coastline and its picturesque lakes promise an enchanting experience at this UNESCO World Heritage Site.
 HOW•Noi Bai International Airport, Hanoi (4 hrs bus) → Halong City•Halong City (3 hrs – 6 hrs boat) → Halong BayOR•Noi Bai International Airport, Hanoi (3 hrs taxi/car) → Halong Bay
 CONTACTVietnam National Administration of Tourism +84439423760www.vietnamtourism.gov.vn/english
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT! Cat Ba is one of the most popular islands on the bay for its incredible swimming and diving spots, as well as rich coral and deep grottoes with three inland lakes. A row boat into the caves and grottoes is available during low tide.
 Fresh fruits
 afloat © Teow Gim Khoon
 © Woon Mee Lin
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 10x Weekly USD 111Bangkok Daily USD 91
 GETTING TO HANOI
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 Junk boats © Yim May Ling
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MŨI NÉ The beautiful coastal town of south-eastern Vietnam lies on a long sandy crescent bay, where the semi-fine grain sand beach stretches across a huge range of guesthouses and resort options, where the northern end is a quaint fishing village, whilst south is where the sun-buskers are.
 HOW•Ho Chi Minh City Airport (4.5 hrs taxi) → Mũi Né OR•Ho Chi Minh City Airport (30 mins taxi) → De Tham Street, Ho Chi Minh City•De Tham Street (5.5 hrs bus) → Mũi Né
 CONTACTVietnam National Administration of Tourism+84439423760www.vietnamtourism.gov.vn/english
 ACTIVITIES
 FUN FACT!The highlights of the beach are the sand dunes, perfect for beautiful photographs and long strolls along the dunes. Visit during the late afternoons when the golden hues from the sunset cast a memorable picture at first sight.
 The heat’s always on in
 Seafood is as fresh as it can get
 over here!
 A Cham temple (CC BY) Jos Dielis
 (CC BY) Thang Dao Quang
 SAIGON
 Explore the area, and you’ll find plenty of restaurants, cafes and stalls by the sea!
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Catch the sunset at the jetty(CC BY) Dal Nguyen
 BOOK NOW
 From Frequency Fare FromKuala Lumpur 4x Daily USD 91Jakarta 4x Weekly USD 107Bangkok 3x Daily USD 77
 GETTING TO HO CHI MINH CITY
 Earn
 BIG Points
 for FREE flights.
 Sign up now!
 PHÚ QUỐC Beautiful beaches, towering mountains and the best seafood in the country – who needs more reasons to visit Phú Quốc? The tropical island has the country’s best beaches surrounded by the mountainous ridge “99 Peaks”, and is located off the coast of Cambodia, accessible only by Vietnam.
 HOW•Ho Chi Minh City Airport (6 hrs bus) → Rach Gia •Rach Gia (2.5 hrs hydrofoil Schedule) → Phú Quốc OR•Ho Chi Minh City Airport (6 hrs bus) → Rach Gia • Rach Gia (8 hrs ferry) → Phú Quốc
 CONTACTVietnam National Administration of Tourism+8443 9423760www.vietnamtourism.gov.vn/english
 ACTIVITIES
 SIGHTINGSRed-Belly Wolf, Spotted Deer, Loris, Long-tailed Macaque, Silver Langur, Sub-terranic Cave Fish
 FUN FACT!Phú Quốc is famous for its traditional fish sauce and black pepper, due to anchovy caught from its rich fishing grounds and its pepper cultivation in the city centre. Prefer a more lasting souvenir? Shell out a bit more for Phú Quốc’s sea water pearls, renowned for their lustre, than for the numerous fresh water pearls imported into the island.
 Vietnamese food is
 always fresh!
 (CC BY) denverkid
 Do your shopping on the beach
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Banish last-minute stress with smart planning! Our travel tips will help you focus on the trip details now so you can drop everything and relax at your destination as you should.
 BEFORE YOU GO• Some destinations require a visa, so make sure your travel documents are complete beforehand• Be a smart traveler and find out local tourist programs • Save your embassy’s contact details on your phone• Get in touch with contacts at your destination before you leave to plan meet-ups and get advice• Find out about hotel amenities such as drinking water, transportation, curfews (if any) and nearby restaurants• Leave a travel itinerary with family or friends, along with the hotel address and contact number for emergencies• Notify your lodgings if you will be checking in late• Print out your hotel address and name in local language (with directions if necessary) for the cab driver• Inform your credit card company when and where you are travelling• Review your flight details and check in ahead of time• Check the weather and electrical outlets of your destination• Study maps for general directions and orientation• Research on local culture, etiquette and traditions to avoid offending anyone• Lock and label your luggage with distinctive tags • Roll your clothes instead of folding to prevent wrinkles and creases
 AT YOUR DESTINATION• Sticktobottledwaterorcannedliquids
 • Don’t wear flashy jewelry or bring all your money with you.
 • Take advantage of free wi-fi at hotels and establishments
 • Politely decline unwanted offers with “no” or “sorry”
 • Bargain, but only when you are interested to buy
 • Make a photocopy of your travel documents and keep a copy in your hotel
 • Take a copy of your lodgings’ contact card just in case
 • Explore the vicinity of your lodgings for nearby eateries
 • Avoid dodgy alleys, grimy bars and suspicious lanes
 • Be wary of approaching locals selling services that are suspiciously not from legitimate providers
 • It’s good to make new friends, but never reveal your hotel or room number
 • Always wear comfortable walking shoes
 • Hydrate often
 • Wear a smile
 TRAVEL TIPS
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THE ULTIMATE
 ISLANDS &
 BEACHES
 PACKING LIST
 Don’t zip your bags without our holiday checklist! You may not need all of these items, but bring what you think will be useful to you.
 Valid passport with relevant visas
 Passport copy
 Pen for filling out forms and cards
 Quick drying no-iron clothes to mix and match
 Flip-flops
 Swimwear and goggles
 Earplugs
 Face and body moisturisers
 Travel-sized toiletries
 Sunscreen, sunglasses and lip balm
 Tissue and moist towelettes
 Mosquito repellent
 Electrical adaptor and battery chargers for devices
 Camera and spare memory cards
 Fold-up bag and zip-lock bag
 Hat or cap
 Dry bag for island hopping
 Towels and beach mats
 Floats for kids
 Book, iPod, frisbee or playing cards
 Motion sickness pills
 Local currencies for snacks, jetty fees, etc
 Change of clothes
 Underwater camera casing
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There’s more to these islands and beaches than all-nighter parties (though that is a feature common to many of them). Here’s a sampling of the major annual celebrations that you might want to consider when planning your holiday.
 CALENDAR
 OF EVENTS
 JANUARYBig Day Out Music FestivalVarious cities, Australia
 Sydney FestivalSydney, Australia
 Australian Open Melbourne, Australia
 Ati-Atihan FestivalKalibo, Philippines
 JANUARY/FEBRUARYChinese New Year/ Tet Nguyen DanMalaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, Vietnam
 Sentosa FlowersSentosa Island, Singapore.................................................
 FEBRUARYPerth International Arts FestivalPerth, Australia
 Philippine International Hot Air Balloon FiestaClark, Philippines
 Jeju Jeongwol Daeboreum Fire FestivalJeju Island, Korea
 Bangkok International Film FestivalBangkok, Thailand
 Light up the night at Putrajaya Floria (CC BY) whyyan
 Ati-Atihan dancers (CC BY-ND) Katrina Leah
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Phuket International Blues Rock FestivalPhuket, Thailand
 Trang Underwater Wedding CeremonyTrang, Thailand
 Le Tour de LangkawiPeninsular Malaysia.................................................
 MARCHMelbourne Food and Wine FestivalMelbourne, Australia
 Bali Spirit FestivalBali, Indonesia
 Pattaya International Music FestivalPattaya, Thailand
 Langkawi International Maritime and Aerospace Exhibition (LIMA)Langkawi, Malaysia.................................................
 APRILJeju Cherry Blossom Festival & Jeju Canola Flower FestivalJeju, South Korea
 Kenting Spring Scream FestivalKenting, Taiwan
 Get splashed at Songkran © Fattzai
 Pingtung Bluefin Tuna Cultural FestivalPingtung, Taiwan
 Songkran FestivalNationwide, Thailand
 Da Nang Fireworks FestivalDa Nang, Vietnam.................................................
 MAYWaisakBorobudur, Indonesia
 Beach Reggae FestivalBoracay, Philippines
 Lotus Lantern FestivalSeoul, South Korea
 Vivid SydneySydney, Australia.................................................
 Sky lanterns at Waisak in Borobudur© Tasha May
 JUNEBali Arts FestivalBali, Indonesia
 Penang International Dragon Boat FestivalPenang, Malaysia
 Da Nang Beach FestivalDa Nang, Vietnam
 1Malaysia Mega Sale CarnivalNationwide, Malaysia.................................................
 JULYKrakatau FestivalLampung, South Sumatra, Indonesia
 Peaceful Love Rock FestivalOkinawa, Japan
 Putrajaya FloriaPutrajaya, Malaysia
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Georgetown FestivalPenang, Malaysia
 Singapore Food FestivalSingapore
 Hikkaduwa International Beach FestivalHikkaduwa, Sri Lanka
 Putrajaya FloriaPutrajaya, Malaysia.................................................
 AUGUSTGold Coast EisteddfodGold Coast, Australia
 Pangandaran International Kite FestivalCiamis, West Java, Indonesia
 Kadayawan FestivalDavao, Philippines
 Busan Sea FestivalBusan, South Korea.................................................
 AUGUST/SEPTEMBERAthachamayam & OnamKerala, India
 SEPTEMBERKuta KarnivalBali, Indonesia
 Braga FestivalBandung, Indonesia
 All-Okinawa Eisa FestivalOkinawa, Japan
 Trang Roast Pork FestivalTrang, Thailand.................................................
 SEPTEMBER/OCTOBERMid-Autumn Festival/Tet Trung ThuTaiwan/Vietnam
 Vegetarian FestivalVarious locations, Thailand.................................................
 OCTOBERMelbourne International Arts FestivalMelbourne, Australia
 Kraton FestivalYogyakarta, Indonesia
 Festival Fort RotterdamMakassar, Indonesia
 Boracay International Beach FestivalBoracay Island, Philippines
 Chak Phra FestivalSurat Thani, Thailand
 ZoukOut Singapore (CC BY) Frances
 Be dazzled at the Utsavam
 JAPAN Eisa Festival, Okinawa © JNTO
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Busan International Film Festival& Busan International Fireworks FestivalBusan, South Korea.................................................
 NOVEMBERWater FestivalPhnom Penh, Cambodia
 Utsavam Kerala Arts FestivalKerala, India
 Langkawi Birding and FotofestLangkawi, Malaysia
 Monsoon CupTerengganu, Malaysia
 Jeju Orange FestivalJeju, South Korea
 Krabi Boek Fa Andaman FestivalKrabi, Thailand
 Loy KrathongNationwide, Thailand
 Sculpture by the Sea Bondi Beach, Sydney, Australia................................................
 NOVEMBER/DECEMBERMonsoon CupKuala Terengganu, Malaysia.................................................
 DECEMBERCochin CarnivalFort Kochi, Kochi, India
 ZoukOut Dance Music FestivalSiloso Beach, Sentosa, Singapore
 Phuket King’s Cup RegattaPhuket, Thailand
 Siloso Beach Party (New Year Countdown)Siloso Beach, Sentosa, Singapore
 Big Day Out Melbourne (CC BY) Sarina Brady
 Lotus Lantern Festival, Seoul (CC BY) Anja Johnson
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SingaporeJohor Bahru
 Kuala Lumpur
 Kuala TerengganuKota Bharu
 NarathiwatHat Yai
 Nakhon Si ThammaratSurat ThaniKrabi
 PhuketTrang
 LangkawiAlor Setar
 Ho Chi Minh City
 Bangkok
 Yangon
 Chiang MaiChiang Rai
 Penang
 Nanning
 Lombok
 Makassar
 Balikpapan
 Kuching
 Sibu
 MiriBrunei
 Labuan
 Tawau (Sipadan)
 Sandakan Davao
 Kalibo (Boracay)
 Clark (Manila)
 Kota Kinabalu
 Bintulu
 SurabayaSemarang
 SoloYogyakarta
 BandungJakarta
 Palembang
 Padang
 Pekanbaru
 Medan
 Banda Aceh
 Bali (Denpasar)
 Hong KongMacau
 Hanoi
 VientianeUdon Thani
 Da NangUbon Ratchathani
 Siem Reap (Angkor Wat)
 Phnom Penh
 GuangzhouShenzhen
 Kunming
 Okinawa
 Melbourne
 Gold Coast (Brisbane)
 AUSTRALIA
 SydneyPerth
 TAIWAN
 CHINA
 VIETNAM
 LAOSMYANMAR
 THAILAND
 CAMBODIA
 INDONESIA
 PHILIPPINES
 INDONESIA
 MALAYSIAEAST MALAYSIA
 Chongqing
 Xi’an
 Wuhan
 Guilin
 KOREA
 SeoulBusan
 JAPAN
 Tokyo
 Fukouka
 Sapporo
 Osaka (Kansai)
 Chengdu
 Taipei
 Hangzhou
 Shanghai
 Kathmandu
 NEPAL
 ChennaiTrichyKochi
 KolkataBangalore
 INDIA
 Colombo
 SRI LANKA
 Beijing
 Connecting you to over
 85 destinations across
 Asia and Australia.
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