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1898 Simulation
 Will there be war?
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President McKinley• As president of the U.S., you are facing a serious crisis. The year
 is 1898. For several years the United States and Spain have argued about Cuba. Now the argument has reached the point where you must make a decision. You have four advisers who each have information and ideas that can help you decide. In deciding you may want to consider the following questions. Is a war with Spain necessary? Could we solve the problem by diplomacy? Could we win a war with Spain? Would the public support a war with Spain? How will the action you take affect your political future?
 • When you have discussed matters thoroughly with your advisers, check the response matching the decision you have made.
 http://www.old-picture.com/mathew-brady-studio/pictures/President-McKinley.jpg
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Advisors• As a group read what your Advisor thinks
 about the situation.
 • As a group discuss what you think your advisor would want the president to do. (you are acting as your advisor…so you should be able to back up your decision using the reading)
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President McKinley• As president of the U.S., you are facing a serious crisis. The year
 is 1898. For several years the United States and Spain have argued about Cuba. Now the argument has reached the point where you must make a decision. You have four advisers who each have information and ideas that can help you decide. In deciding you may want to consider the following questions. Is a war with Spain necessary? Could we solve the problem by diplomacy? Could we win a war with Spain? Would the public support a war with Spain? How will the action you take affect your political future?
 • When you have discussed matters thoroughly with your advisers, check the response matching the decision you have made.
 http://www.old-picture.com/mathew-brady-studio/pictures/President-McKinley.jpg

Page 5
						

Select the letter of the option you think the president should chose.
 A) Ask Congress to declare war on Spain
 B) Instruct the Secretary of State to continue diplomatic efforts to solve the problem
 C) Recognize the insurrectos in Cuba and allow shipments of weapons to them
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What will you do?
 Ask Congress to declare war on Spain
 Instruct the Secretary of State to continue diplomatic efforts to solve the problem.
 Recognize the insurrectos in Cuba and allow shipments of weapons to them
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Reactions• Political: The country is swept up with a great wave of
 enthusiasm. Your popularity is soaring.• Navy: Commodore Dewey reports that he has destroyed the
 Spanish fleet in Manila Bay – a great victory. -- On the East Cost of the U.S., we are swamped by requests for protection from the Spanish fleet. Our naval planners think we should keep our fleet together and not scatter it along the coast. What should we do about the Oregon? Please advise.
 • Army: Volunteers are swarming in. We are organizing as rapidly as possible to prepare them to go to Cuba.
 • Diplomatic: The European governments are registering disapproval of our action. So far, there is no sign that they will help Spain.
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Discuss with your advisors • Explain to the class your decision about the
 fleet and the Oregon.
 Click here once you have explained your decision to the class
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Reactions• Political: The newspapers are outraged. The
 Democrats are jubilant and getting ready to ride to victory on the way of public reaction. You are being labeled a coward
 • Diplomatic: The Spanish report they are still working on an armistice. They are not yet ready to grant independence. Please advise.
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Select the letter of the option you think the president should chose.
 A) Ask Congress to declare war on Spain
 B) Other – please explain to the class
 C) Recognize the insurrectos in Cuba and allow shipments of weapons to them
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What will you do?
 Ask Congress to declare war on Spain
 Other – please explain to the class
 Recognize the insurrectos in Cuba and allow shipments of weapons to them
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Reactions• Political: Public opinion is split. Many see your
 decision as too little too late. Others support it. The Democrats are preparing to attack you in the coming campaign.
 • Diplomatic: The Spanish government is protesting your action in the strongest terms. They cannot allow you to interfere in the in their internal affairs. Three groups have applied to be recognized as the Revolutionary Government of Cuba. Please advise.
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Select the letter of the option you think the president should chose.
 A) Ask Congress to declare war on Spain
 B) Instruct the Secretary of State to continue diplomatic efforts to solve the problem.
 C) Other – please explain to the class
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What will you do?
 Ask Congress to declare war on Spain
 Instruct the Secretary of State to continue diplomatic efforts to solve the problem.
 Other – please explain to the class
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Debriefing

Page 16
						

How much did the public opinion influence your decision?
 On a scale of 1-10. One being the least influence 10 being the most influence.
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Cast your vote…Who do you think was the most persuasive?
 A) Secretary of the Navy John D. LongB) First Assistant Secretary of State William
 R. DayC) Secretary of War Russell A. AlgerD) Political AdviserE) None of the above
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Yes or No
 • Did the reaction in the news media influence you? (You may be asked to explain your response)
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Yes or No
 • Did you consider we might lose the war? (You may be asked to explain your response)
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Yes or No
 • Did the weakness of the army influence your decision. – (You may be asked to explain your response)
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How do you feel about this simulation?
 A) It was fun…and I see how it relates to history class.
 B) It was fun…but I don’t see how it relates to history class.
 C) I did not like it.D) It was ok.E) Other
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How do you feel about using the student response system?
 A) I liked it!B) I did not like it!C) It was ok.
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• http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=df1b4cc2-1982-40f4-9540-2d836865242a&productcode=US&CFID=22922&CFTOKEN=19595595
 What Really Happened?
 http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=df1b4cc2-1982-40f4-9540-2d836865242a&productcode=US&CFID=22922&CFTOKEN=19595595
 http://player.discoveryeducation.com/index.cfm?guidAssetId=df1b4cc2-1982-40f4-9540-2d836865242a&productcode=US&CFID=22922&CFTOKEN=19595595
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