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Ar. Louis I Kahn
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INTRODUCTION
 He was born on February 20, 1901 – March 17, 1974 was an American architect, based in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, United States.
 After working in various capacities for several firms in Philadelphia, he founded his own
 atelier in 1935.
 Louis I Kahn on construction Site
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Louis I KahnReal Name Itze-Leib Schmuilowsky
 Date Of Birth February 20, 1901
 Died March 17, 1974 (Aged 73)
 Birth Place Parnu, Estonia
 Religiion Jewish
 Nationality American
 Marital Status Esther (1930), Anne Tyng(1945), Harriet Pattison(1963)
 School attended public schools and supplemented his education with art classes at the local industrial art school
 College University of Pennsylvania(completed B. Arch in 1924)
 Career 1926- Worked as senior draftsman in Ar. John Molitor’s office,1929- worked in the offices of Paul Phillipe Cret, then with Zantzinger, Borie and Medary1932- Kahn and Dominique Berninger founded the Architectural Research Group1947- Teaching career at Yale University & University Of Pennsylvania
 Awards AIA Gold Medal(1971), RIBA Gold Medal(1972), Frank P Brown Medal(1964)
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Major ProjectsProject Duration Collaborated withYale University Art Gallery, New Haven, Connecticut
 (1951–1953)
 Richards Medical Research Laboratories, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
 (1957–1965)
 The Salk Institute, La Jolla, California
 (1959–1965) Michael Duff of the Kahn firm was the supervising architect
 First Unitarian Church, Rochester, New York
 (1959–1969)
 Jatiyo Sangshad Bhaban (National Assembly Building) in Dhaka, Bangladesh
 (1962–1974)
 Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad, in Ahmedabad, India
 (1962) B V Doshi
 Kimbell Art Museum, Fort Worth, Texas
 (1967–1972)
 Yale Center for British Art, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut
 (1969–1974)
 Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms Park, Roosevelt Island, New York 
 (1972–1974). Construction completed 2012.
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While continuing his private practice, he served as a design critic and professor of architecture at Yale School of Architecture from 1947 to 1957.
 He created a style that was monumental and monolithic. His heavy buildings do not hide their weight. He was awarded the AIA Gold Medal and the RIBA Gold
 Medal. Kahn’s design has been celebrated not only for its beauty,
 geometry, and light, but also for its structural and engineering innovations.
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Quote
 Architecture is the reaching out for the truth Design is not making beauty, beauty emerges from selection,
 affinities, integration, love. Every time a student walks past a really urgent, expressive
 piece of architecture that belongs to his college, it can help reassure him that he does have that mind, does have that soul.
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BUILDING TECHNIQUE He was known for his ability to create monumental architecture
 that responded to the human scale He was also concerned with creating strong formal distinctions
 between served spaces and servant spaces His palette of materials tended toward heavily textured brick
 and bare concrete, the textures often reinforced to highly refined surfaces such as travertine marble.
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Kahn was able to make the concrete material of the building look both solid and airy. He used sunlight and water bodies to create a truly special building.
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Khan was famous for combining Modernism with the weight and dignity of ancient monuments
 All of Kahn's buildings share a common solidity and heaviness Their weightless-looking structures were mostly made of glass
 and metal

Page 10
						
						

The Yale Art Gallery in New Haven The Yale University Art Gallery houses a significant and
 encyclopedic collection of art in several buildings on the campus of Yale University in New Haven, Connecticut
 The Gallery was founded in 1832, when patriot-artist John Trumbull donated to Yale College more than 100 paintings of the American Revolution and designed the original Picture Gallery.
 The Gallery's main building was built in 1953 and was among the very first designed by Louis Kahn
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The building— It’s the first of three art museums that he would design.
 Constructed of brick, concrete, glass, and steel, and presenting a windowless wall along its most public façade, the building was a radical break from the neo-Gothic buildings that characterize much of the campus, including the adjacent Swartwout building.
 The housing of electrical and ventilating systems in hollow concrete tetrahedrons that make
 up the ceiling, appearing to float overhead.

Page 12
						
						


Page 13
						
						

The Salk Institute The Salk Institute for Biological Studies is an independent, non-
 profit, scientific research institute located in La Jolla, California The institute employs 850 researchers in 60 research groups
 and focuses its research in three areas: Molecular Biology and Genetics; Neurosciences; and Plant Biology
 The entire 27-acre (11 ha) It consists of two symmetric buildings with a stream of water
 flowing in the middle of a courtyard that separates the two.
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-Salk Institute,La Jolla, California, USA
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The Salk Institute’s open environment teeming with empty space is symbolic of an open environment for creation, the symmetry stands for scientific precision, and submerging crevasses allow warm, natural light to enter the buildings like the intellectual light that leads to discovery
 The concrete was made with volcanic ash relying on the basis of ancient Roman concrete making techniques, and as a result gives off a warm, pinkish glow
 the design also included living quarters and a conference building, but they were never actually built.
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The Kimbell Art Museum in Fort Worth The Kimbell Art Museum in Fort Worth, Texas, hosts a small
 but excellent art collection as well as traveling art exhibitions, educational programs and an extensive research library
 The museum is composed of 16 parallel vaults that are each 100 feet (30.6 m) long, 20 feet (6 m) high and 20 feet (6 m) wide (internal measurements).
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Kahn built this museum in the early nineteen seventies. This large museum has long rooms with curved or vaulted ceilings.
 Inside, all of the walls can be moved to best fit the art collection.
 The ends of the vaults, which are made of concrete block, are faced with travertine inside and out.
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The steel handrails were "blasted" with ground pecan shells to create a matte surface texture.
 A open porches flanking the entrance would create a good transition from the lawn and courtyard to the galleries inside.
 Skylights-
 lighting consultant, determined that a reflecting screen made of perforated anodized aluminium with a specific curve could be used to distribute natural light evenly across the cycloid curve of the ceiling
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The Fisher house near Philadelphia The Fisher House is the simplest expression of Kahn’s idea:
 two cubes, one the living room (served space) and the other the bedrooms (serving space).
 These two cubes merge on an angle apparently by chance, like dice thrown on a table.
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The house stands on a platform, built with a lattice of wooden pillars on which to build the beams that lead to the construction of the plants below
 To adapt to the slight inclination of the terrain, Kahn gave Fisher the house of a stone base that compensates for the change of slope and offers a lower level overlooking the garden.
 The house consists mainly of a vertical wood siding
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Masonry walls as a base for the wooden structure, taking it even to the heart of the living room
 The woodwork of the entire house is made of wood.
 The outer coating of the facades is of cedar wood.
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IIM, Ahmedabad , India
 The IIM is spread over 67 acres of lush greenery in Vastrapur. He conceived the design as a blend of austerity and majesty.
 This modern residential institute is built entirely in traditional brick construction
 He included spaces for casual interaction while achieving a balance between modernity and tradition that captured the spirit of timeless India.
 Spaces for casual interaction
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The broad airy corridors, the amphitheatre like classrooms and transition spaces in the complex enhance interaction among the faculty, students and visitors.
 His design was given shape by a team of architects from the National Institute of Design.
 Its contemporary design is responsive to local climate and is now a much admired campus. It has inspired generations of students to achieve excellence while retaining humility.
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The highlight of the campus is the Louis Kahn Plaza, the sheer magnificence of which has played host to major interactions and celebrations. It is surrounded by the faculty wing, library and classrooms from three sides. This close knit feeling supports each individual's personal and professional growth, fosters a sense of community within the school and encourages them to form close working relationships with professors and other students.
 The result is a highly personalised environment that drives students not just to learn, but to think.
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The National Parliament Building Located in the city of Dhaka, the National Assembly Building of Bangladesh, Jatiyo
 Sangsad Bhaban, stands out as an architectural masterpiece surrounded by water and beautifully landscaped gardens. Considered to be the largest legislative complex in the world, it is home to all of Bangladesh’s parliamentary activity
 The architect’s key design philosophy was to represent Bangladeshi culture and heritage, while at the same time optimizing the use of space.
 The assembly building received the Aga Khan Award for Architecture in 1989.
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The exterior of the building is striking in its simplicity, with huge walls deeply recessed by porticoes and large openings of regular geometric shapes
 An artificial lake surrounds three sides of the main building of Jatiyo Sangsad Bhaban, extending to the Members of Parliament hostel complex. This skillful use of water to portray the riverine beauty of Bangladesh adds to the aesthetic value of the site.
 The Parliament Chamber has been designed to make optimal use of natural daylight, which is reflected from the surrounding walls and octagonal drum into the chamber. This natural light is complemented with an efficient, but subtle, use of artificial lighting
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Kahn would describe his building sites as "ruins in reverse". In Dhaka, this served him particularly well: legend has it that, during the Bangladesh liberation war of 1971, bombers spared the construction site of his National Assembly, taking the mysterious cellular complex to be the ruins of an ancient historic site.
 The main building, which is at the center of the complex, is divided into three parts – the Main Plaza, South Plaza and Presidential Plaza.
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Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms Park
 The Franklin D. Roosevelt Four Freedoms Park is a four-acre memorial to Franklin D. Roosevelt that celebrates the Four Freedoms he articulated in his 1941
 Louis Kahn was asked to design the monument in 1972. Four Freedoms Park is one of Kahn's last works. He was carrying the finished designs with him when he died in 1974 in Pennsylvania Station in New York City.
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After Kahn's death, his designs were continued by Mitchell Giurgola Architects, who kept to Kahn's original intentions.
 The memorial is a procession of elegant open-air spaces, culminating in a 3,600-square-foot plaza surrounded by 28 blocks of North Carolina granite, each weighing 36 tons.
 At the point, the monument itself is a simplified, roofless version of a Greek temple in granite
 The memorial is constructed entirely in Mount Airy Granite sourced from the North Carolina Granite Corporation. Over 140,000 cubic feet of Mount Airy Granite was used in the memorial's construction
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Incomplete Projects
 The Dominican Sisters Convent
 The U.S. Consulate in Luanda, Angola
 The City Tower Project
 The Pocono Arts Centre
 The Fleischer House
 The Morris House
 The House of Cheerful Living
 The Baltimore Inner Harbor Development Project
 The Kansas City Office Tower
 The Palazzo de Congressi in Venice
 The Abbas Abad Development in Tehran, Iran
 The Mikveh Israel Synagogue in Philadelphia
 The Hurva Synagogue, Jerusalem
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CONCLUSION He used brick and concrete in new and special ways Kahn also paid careful attention to the use of sunlight and airy buildings All of Kahn's buildings share a common solidity and heaviness Their weightless-looking structures were mostly made of glass and metal He was known for his ability to create monumental architecture that
 responded to the human scale He was also concerned with creating strong formal distinctions between
 served spaces and servant spaces. What he meant by servant spaces was not spaces for servants, but rather spaces that serve other spaces, such as stairwells, corridors, restrooms, or any other back-of-house function like storage space or mechanical rooms.
 His palette of materials tended toward heavily textured brick and bare concrete, the textures often reinforced by juxtaposition to highly refined surfaces such as travertine marble.
 Kahn was able to make the concrete material of the building look both solid and airy. He used sunlight and bodies of water to create a truly special building.
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