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LightingLighting
 Major strategies of Major strategies of lightinglighting
 1.Realism1.Realism2. Pictorialism2. Pictorialism
 • A Realistic lighting design simulates an A Realistic lighting design simulates an explicit source on screen, whether sun or explicit source on screen, whether sun or table lamb insidetable lamb inside
 • Pictorial lighting design stresses visual Pictorial lighting design stresses visual values that may be unrelated to strict values that may be unrelated to strict concerns about source simulation concerns about source simulation
 However many films may use both categories However many films may use both categories
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Pictorial Lighting for thematic symbolismPictorial Lighting for thematic symbolism
 Types of lightingTypes of lighting Hard lightHard light Soft lightSoft light
 They differ in terms of properties of fall-off and contrastThey differ in terms of properties of fall-off and contrastHard lighting features fast fall offHard lighting features fast fall offThat is the boundaries between illuminated areas and dark or That is the boundaries between illuminated areas and dark or
 shadow are sharpshadow are sharpThe distribution of light and shadow conveys physical The distribution of light and shadow conveys physical
 properties of depth, distance, surface texture properties of depth, distance, surface texture Soft lighting reduces 3 dimensional spatial informationSoft lighting reduces 3 dimensional spatial informationFunction of these lighting typesFunction of these lighting types Establishing mood & psychological effect on sceneEstablishing mood & psychological effect on scene Time of dayTime of day E.g., soft lighting gives soothing/ peaceful effectE.g., soft lighting gives soothing/ peaceful effect
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Types of Lighting designTypes of Lighting design
 High Key LightingHigh Key Lighting Low key lightingLow key lighting
 In the traditional three-point lighting, the key light is directed In the traditional three-point lighting, the key light is directed upon the face of the performer. In addition there are fill upon the face of the performer. In addition there are fill light and back light.light and back light.
 In high key lighting employs bright intensifiers of key & fill In high key lighting employs bright intensifiers of key & fill producing an even level of illumination with few shadow producing an even level of illumination with few shadow areasareas
 In low key lighting most of the picture is underlit while some In low key lighting most of the picture is underlit while some portions are adequately exposed portions are adequately exposed Typically low-key lighting employs hard light in a high Typically low-key lighting employs hard light in a high contrast, fast fall-off imagecontrast, fast fall-off image
 Lighting design must take of continuity and moves within Lighting design must take of continuity and moves within shots.shots.
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Lighting for colourLighting for colour
 Black & white registers only brightness Black & white registers only brightness level not colourslevel not colours
 Functions of ColourFunctions of Colour
 It establishes symbolic meaningIt establishes symbolic meaning
 Narrative organisationNarrative organisation
 Psychological mood and tonePsychological mood and tone
 ((flashingflashing technique is used to desaturate technique is used to desaturate colour from image to give faded look)colour from image to give faded look)
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Production DesignProduction Design Production design takes care of planning, Production design takes care of planning,
 creation ofcreation of1.1. sets, sets, 2.2. costumes, costumes, 3.3. mattes and mattes and 4.4. miniatures.miniatures. Production designer or art director works in Production designer or art director works in
 collaboration with the director. collaboration with the director. (s)he prepares the film’s visual environment and (s)he prepares the film’s visual environment and
 directs set decorators, designers, costume directs set decorators, designers, costume designers, the prop crew. designers, the prop crew.
 It prepares series of sketches that illustrate the It prepares series of sketches that illustrate the overall design concept.overall design concept.
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1.1. Sets are physical location in which the action Sets are physical location in which the action occurs. Elaborate set was first used in India in occurs. Elaborate set was first used in India in ChandralekhaChandralekha (Tamil) (Tamil)
 2.2. Mattes are special paintings that are printed into Mattes are special paintings that are printed into the shot in the laboratory as a part of the the shot in the laboratory as a part of the background of setting. background of setting.
 3.3. Digital mattes created on computer are Digital mattes created on computer are employed in many contemporary films. Today employed in many contemporary films. Today many films no longer employ traditional hand many films no longer employ traditional hand made mattes paintings and rear screen made mattes paintings and rear screen projections. Landscapes are simulated.projections. Landscapes are simulated.
 4.4. Miniatures are small models that stand in for a Miniatures are small models that stand in for a portion of the set. portion of the set.
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SoundSound Sound design is the expressive use of sound throughout a Sound design is the expressive use of sound throughout a
 film in relation to the its images and contents of its film in relation to the its images and contents of its narrative.narrative.
 Sound designer conceptualizes and executes the designSound designer conceptualizes and executes the design Apocalypse Now (1979) as many as 160 tracks of recorded Apocalypse Now (1979) as many as 160 tracks of recorded
 sound used.sound used. Sound design is a mixer of :Sound design is a mixer of : Realistic soundRealistic sound: actual sounds, footsteps, the voice, cars : actual sounds, footsteps, the voice, cars
 etc.etc. Synthetic soundSynthetic sound: mixer of different sounds: mixer of different sounds There are also There are also synchronous and non- synchronoussynchronous and non- synchronous, (off-, (off-
 screen) sounds.screen) sounds.
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Types of soundTypes of sound
 DialogueDialogueVoice over narrative: is provided by Voice over narrative: is provided by
 an all seeing, all knowing detached an all seeing, all knowing detached narrator or by a character in the narrator or by a character in the story.story.
 Voice over enables filmmakers to Voice over enables filmmakers to give additional perspective – mood, give additional perspective – mood, social, emotional, psychological.social, emotional, psychological.
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Creating movie music Creating movie music stepssteps
 1.1. Spotting: when and where requiredSpotting: when and where required
 2.2. Temporary track: temporary music Temporary track: temporary music selected by director and musician selected by director and musician composes similar musiccomposes similar music
 3.3. Cue-sheetCue-sheet
 4.4. Final scoreFinal score
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Functions of soundFunctions of sound
 Setting the sceneSetting the sceneAdding emotional meaningAdding emotional meaningServing as background fillerServing as background fillerCreating continuityCreating continuityEmphasizing climaxesEmphasizing climaxes
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Production design helps satisfy the viewer’s Production design helps satisfy the viewer’s demand for reference and establishes the demand for reference and establishes the credibility of the unreal images. credibility of the unreal images.
 Viewers expect that cinema provide images, Viewers expect that cinema provide images, narratives and spectacle that transform their narratives and spectacle that transform their sense of life and the world but they also sense of life and the world but they also demand reference to life and demand reference to life and correspondence with experience from correspondence with experience from motion picture. motion picture.
 This is achieved by building perceptual This is achieved by building perceptual correspondence to real experiences into correspondence to real experiences into even the most unreal and stylized images. even the most unreal and stylized images.
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Editing Editing
 Editing is the work of splicing (joining) shots to assemble Editing is the work of splicing (joining) shots to assemble the finished filmthe finished film
 (good editors can save a mediocre film, poor editors can (good editors can save a mediocre film, poor editors can damage work of finest director)damage work of finest director)
 Task 1Task 1Rough cutRough cutEliminate all of the unusable footageEliminate all of the unusable footage
 Technical or performance errorTechnical or performance errorOut-of- focus shotsOut-of- focus shotsShots with unstable camera movementShots with unstable camera movementInaudible sound recordingInaudible sound recordingImproperly balance colourImproperly balance colour shots are assembled into scens and sequences and shots are assembled into scens and sequences and
 further pruned to yield further pruned to yield final cutfinal cut
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Joining shotsJoining shots
 CutCut DissolveDissolve FadeFade IrisIris WipeWipe
 CutCut CutCut most commonly used most commonly used It is complete & instantaneous change It is complete & instantaneous change May not indicate change of time and placeMay not indicate change of time and place
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DissolveDissolve
 One shot begins to fade, but before it One shot begins to fade, but before it is completely out next shot begins to is completely out next shot begins to appear on topappear on top
 A short moment of superimpositionA short moment of superimpositionMay indicate slight change in time & May indicate slight change in time &
 placeplace
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FadeFade The first shot fades completely to black The first shot fades completely to black
 The darkness appears for a momentThe darkness appears for a moment
 Then the next shot appearsThen the next shot appears
 It can be fade in or fade outIt can be fade in or fade out
 No superimpositionNo superimposition
 Substantial Change of time & placeSubstantial Change of time & place
 IrisIris and and wipewipe are the other optical are the other optical transitions they are not used much transitions they are not used much these daysthese days
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Functions of EditingFunctions of EditingCreating continuityCreating continuitycreating dramatic focuscreating dramatic focuscreating tempo and moodcreating tempo and moodcontrolling narration and point of viewcontrolling narration and point of view
 ContinuityContinuity
 It is fundamental to narrative filmIt is fundamental to narrative film
 There is an order in narrationThere is an order in narration
 eg. eg. Unshaven face with growing beardUnshaven face with growing beard scars of wound healing slowlyscars of wound healing slowly man chasing a car from some directionman chasing a car from some direction
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Dramatic focusDramatic focusEffects that are purely result of editingEffects that are purely result of editingspeed, anxiety, action sweeps speed, anxiety, action sweeps focus shifting back and forthfocus shifting back and forth
 Tempo and moodTempo and mood
 by varying the rate and rhythm of cuttingby varying the rate and rhythm of cutting
 shorter shots produce faster pace shorter shots produce faster pace
 longer shots produce measured pacelonger shots produce measured pace
 THE LENTH OF THE SHOTS SHOULD NOT BE THE LENTH OF THE SHOTS SHOULD NOT BE CONSTANT THROUGH OUTCONSTANT THROUGH OUT
 Action: fast editAction: fast edit
 Suspense: tight shotsSuspense: tight shots
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Controlling narration and point of viewControlling narration and point of view
 Story gradually reveal and disclose characters and events
 imply association between shots
 establish geographical consistency: the physical layout
 they control the flow of the story
 changes in the angle & position of camera view have importance in the story telling. The characters interacting with one another and environment
 It gives information and withhold information
 controlling narration using parallel action
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Principles of continuity editingPrinciples of continuity editing
 The editing is subordinated to flow of action and The editing is subordinated to flow of action and dialoguedialogue
 editing is invisible and transparentediting is invisible and transparent apparent realism minimize the viewers awareness apparent realism minimize the viewers awareness
 of film technique and the presence of cameraof film technique and the presence of camera
 Codes of Continuity EditingCodes of Continuity Editing
 Matching to the master shotMatching to the master shot The eyeline matchThe eyeline match Shot-reverse shot seriesShot-reverse shot series The 180 degree ruleThe 180 degree rule camera position and perceptual constantcamera position and perceptual constant
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Action Action
 Acting in film and theatreActing in film and theatre Out of continuity shootingOut of continuity shooting amplification of gestures and expressionamplification of gestures and expression absence of audienceabsence of audience
 Categories of film performersCategories of film performers StarsStars supporterssupporters extrasextras
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The star personaThe star persona
 Star persona or on-screen personality Star persona or on-screen personality is collective creation generated by is collective creation generated by many films and is greater than any many films and is greater than any single performance in an individual single performance in an individual filmfilm
 Two types of stars Two types of stars Character StarCharacter Star Personality starPersonality star
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Vertigo Vertigo (Paramount,1958)(Paramount,1958)Colour design can suggest a character’s psychological or emotional point of view. Kim Colour design can suggest a character’s psychological or emotional point of view. Kim Novak plays a mysterious woman with whom retired detective Scotty Ferguson’s Novak plays a mysterious woman with whom retired detective Scotty Ferguson’s (James Stewart) falls in love. In this scene, he watches her as she sits before the fire (James Stewart) falls in love. In this scene, he watches her as she sits before the fire in the living room. Her bright red robe and the warm, gloving fire subtly embody the in the living room. Her bright red robe and the warm, gloving fire subtly embody the desire he feels for her. Note how his feelings are represented by and built into her desire he feels for her. Note how his feelings are represented by and built into her colour design of the scene. (f.e).colour design of the scene. (f.e).

Page 32
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